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>> Jake Shimabukuro will perform with members of the Maui Pops Orchestra at 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday in Castle Theater at the Maui Arts & Cultural Center in Kahului. Tickets are $45, $55, $65
and $85 (plus applicable fees) and are available at the box office, by calling 242-7469 or by vis-
iting www.mauiarts.org.

Ukulele star takes
notes from Music City
on most recent album

ince his early days, Jake

Shimabukuro has been

pushing boundaries and ex-
ploring the potential of the humble
ukulele. With his most recent al-
bum, “Nashville Sessions,” this
virtuoso takes another leap, boldly
stepping into Jeff Beck-style fu-
sion territory.

The CD cover photo of blazing
molten lava hints at the smoldering
music inside from the opening
“Hemiola Blues” blastoff to the
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epic, incendiary closing, “Ki-
lauea.”

The new recording project re-
sults from a trip Shimabukuro
made last year to Nashville, to col-
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laborate with two session musi-
cians, drummer Evan Hutchings
and bassist Nolan Vemer, for six
days of jamming and songwriting.
The resulting album, as Ukulele
Magazine notes, “manages to

sound like nothing else he’s done
before.”

“It’s so different from my other
stuff, I wasn’t sure how it would
be perceived,” he says. “Even my
brother was, ‘What is this?” It was
so much fun to record, and every-
thing was written and created in
the studio. We’d just play and jam.
It’s the first time I've done any-
thing like that. One tune, “Ki-
lauea.” was just a one-take com-
pletely improvisational piece.”

And that’s where he unleashed
his inner rocking Beck. “He’s one
of my heroes,” says Shimabukuro.
“Ilove it when he creates those re-
ally dissonant sounds out of his gui-
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ing Belgium’s Tomorrowland be-

As a deft remixer, he’s worked

sion tickets are $45 and $55 in
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tar. He’s such an amazing talent.” fore 180,000 fans. with Drake, Kanye West, Eminem,
With his extraordinary soloing He’s set a mark recognized by the Killers and Snoop Dogg. And
on tracks like “Motown” and Guinness World Records as the the night before our interview, he
“6/8.” Shimabukuro verges into most traveled musician in the appeared on “The Tonight Show
blissful Santana territory, and on world in one year (161 shows in Starring Jimmy Fallon” for the
the rocking “Man of Mud,” he tru- 41 countries). And he has a record U.S. television debut of “Just Hold
ly attains the crown as the Hendrix for receiving the longest crowd On,” a new collaboration with for-
of ikl cheer. o mer One Direction singer Louis
“I've always tried to maintain a His dgd. Rocl:ky Aoki. founded Tomlin_son. .
balance of being respectful to the thp iconic Benihana restaurant em- Aoki’s shows have.attamed leg-
traditions of the instrument, the L : . R Status as massive spe Cta'cles
acoustic sound and the way the in- At his concerts, dleharq fans that typlcally'lnc]ude throwing in-
strument is played.” he continues. (mostl y female) hold up signs beg- ﬂatable rafts into the crowd, toss-
sWrith this one. 1 wanted 1o be 1e- ging him to “cake me.” ing calfes into faces and showering
spectful, and T had so much fun ex- He has hi.s own Netflix docu- . fans \ylth champagne. )
perimenting with other ukuleles mentary, “T’1l Slec?p When I Die. “_\Nl[h'300 shovys ayear] m
Tike the baritane. the stantiard and and somehow, he’s found time to adding different things and seeing
e slselii e, toriet Somie il pring his extravaganza to our little what Yvorks and what dqesn’t
ly interesting sonnds. things | had lslﬁnd. N . work, ’.he says. “O“ne thing that’s
never experimented with before. It 1 lovg M, Sas Aol shiyed wiie Cake.” i ;
was exciting.” perfonmng hpre. “I’ve been com- He first “caked” a crowd in
He says he had so much fun ing to Hawaii for.mz.my years. I 2011. "I made a YouTube video
making “Nashville Sessions,” he ~ 1ave & lot of family in Hawaii. 'm See AOKI on the next page
plans to head back to the studio in p]ay g 1n HOHOIU.IU‘ il COUSE  of it and put it online and it got a
March to work with the same We IS gelng 1 svihg by MZ}UI.. couple of hundred thousand views
drummer and bassist and add some 5 B s EDM‘ fhe disting- retty quickly. I knew there was an
) g : tive style of electronic dance mu- p q y.
keyboards, strings and special s . . allure around it. The fans started
auests. sic. this Grammy-nominated artist making signs. If you make a sign, I
“I"'m going to try and collabo- plays as marty as 30(.) SIS 4 want to cake you.”
rate with some of my favorite in- yer, MixXing everythmg from A fan of hardcore and punk, at
. . Calvin Harris to Jimi Hendrix to .
strumentalists, people like Jerry Daft Punk to Future the age of 19 he founded Dim
Douglas and Vince Gill.” Revisving die of. Wis shiows Mak Records out of his college
The ukulele master refurns to Rolling Stonie maﬂaziné note(i" Com, wift4 triend, for $300 1
the Castle Theater on Saturday ac- g = o ebstraps = ’ 1996.
companied by members of the smoke—macﬁirie cz;nnoﬁs to his Uheribie-cotme AI 20 yeans, Dinh
Maui Pops Orchestra. wrists and climbs on top of the DJ LIk s ipsr NpR O s
“I'm really looking forward to boo‘th to let them rip — an EDM of artists from Bloc Party to the
the concert because I've got a lot cyborg priest, opening his arms to Kills in the alternative world and
of new arrangements,” he says. his conoregat‘ion By o from Deorro to the Chainsmokers
“We'll do a tribute to the 442nd So \;hat’s he iove it ahois in the dance music movement.
battalion and a bunch of stuff. The D Jinc;? ' ’ “I"'m so happy that we’ve been
Maui Arts & Cultural Center is o ‘l:(;ve shiat T wlav e around for 20 years,” he says. “We
one of my favorite places to play.” . pray . have over 880 releases so far. I'm
produce music and connect with roud of that ™
e people on a global scale,” he re- p Next up Aoki will release
For those unfamiliar with super- SApl?gr:?;l‘iaItgz;\I}[ fl?l f:?ﬂé?sy;l?m “Neon Future III,” featuring col-
star DJ Steve Aoki, here’s some Ko;ea and China zlm o e i laborations with artists like Blink
background. Brazil, and all the way to Maui and 182’s Travis Barker, rapper Lil
One of the most successful and there’é & comiection. 1 e fnersdi- Uzi Vert and South Africa’s Lady-
highest-paid DJs in the world, Ao- ble.” ' smi.thTElag( Mambazo.
ki’s annual income has been esti- Sl A e Dim Mak 20th Anniver-
mated by Forbes at around $23 Aoifiﬁzzsﬁ‘gi surlz(;%ig]ﬂ(e sary show with Steve Aoki and
million. “Neor Futuré I snd “Neoh Fliie friends, including Autoerotique
He often plays to stadiums and II,” produces artists and runs his and Max Styler, will be held at 6
massive crowds at the biggest o ceid] iabel Dim Mak p.m. Feb. 17 on the MACC’s
dance festivals in the world includ- - : Events Lawn. General admis- Page 2 of 3
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advance, and $60 the day of
show (plus applicable fees),
and are available at the box of-
fice, by calling 242-7469 or by
visiting www.mauiarts.org.

Aoksk

One of the most sublime singers
in the world of devotional chant-
ing, Simrit Kaur returns to Maui
on Sunday on her “Songs of Re-
silience Global Unity” tour to per-
form at the Makawao Union
Church.

Fusing Gurmukhi chant (from
Northeast India) with contempo-
rary pop and rock sung in English,
she creates a unique, hypnotic hy-
brid that is often spellbinding.
Kaur’s exceptional album, “From
the Ancient Storm,” topped the
iTunes World Music chart, and her
latest release, “Songs of Re-
silience,” is equally as impressive.

Working with producer Paul
Mahern (Willie Nelson, Neil
Young), Kaur has crafted a haunt-
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ingly beautiful new work that
merges Indian devotional mantras
with pop-rock influences, and
African Kora, harmonium and cel-
lo accompaniment.

For her Maui concert, she will
be joined by cellist Shannon Lee
Hayden and Fulbright award-win-
ning tabla player Daniel Paul.

Mesmerizing in concert, she
says she loves collaborative Kirtan
singing. “The energy exchange is
the greatest thing. It’s so special. [
get really ecstatic.”

B Simrit Kaur will perform at

7 p.m. Sunday at the Makawao
Union Church. Advance tickets
are available for $25 at MacNet
in Kahului or at Maui Kombucha
in Haiku (cash only), or online
at www.simritkaurmusic.com.
Day-of show tickets are $35
(cash only).

Kk

Singer-songwriter Donavon
Frankenreiter will celebrate

Valentine’s Day on Maui perform-
ing at Charley’s Restaurant and
Saloon in Paia. Then on Wednes-
day, he heads to Fleetwood’s on
Front St. in Lahaina for a show.

Fleetwood’s will also feature a
Valentine’s Day performance from
5to 10 p.m. Tuesday that will fea-
ture Mick Fleetwood and friends,
including Gretchen Rhodes, Eric
Gilliom, Mark Johnstone, Lenny
Castellanos, Paul Marchetti and
Kenny Gieser. The teen Beatles’
tribute band the Mockers will
open.

M Tickets for Frankenreiter's
9 p.m. show at Charley's are
$35 in advance and $40 at the
door. Tickets for Frankreiter's 9
p.m. show at Fleetwood's on
Wednesday are $45. Visit
www.DovePresents.com for
more information. Tickets for
Fleetwood's Valentine's show
range from $80 to $375 and
are available at www.fleet
woodsonfrontst.com.

Steve Aoki,

one of the top

DJs in the
world, will

. perform live

at the Maui

Arts & Cultural

Center on

Feb. 17.
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