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“Experiencing Jesus” 

 3 Steps for Knowing Jesus More Intimately: 

o Listen for His Voice—the voice of God draws and encourages. It is grace and mercy, as 

opposed to condemnation. The content of what He says is always consistent with the 

way that He has spoken in the past. The Bible helps us to understand how God works 

with His people. 

o Holy Expectation—God is active and at work. We must learn to be attentive. He can 

speak to us in many different ways, and we must come to Him in an intentional and 

expectant manner. 

o Be Still—get comfortable with God’s presence. Don’t rush your time alone with Him. 

The distractions in your life must be eliminated so that you can focus your attention on 

Him. Sometimes environments of silence and solitude are most conducive for 

experiencing His presence.   

 

 Entering into His Presence (Hawkins, 2013): 

o God’s special presence is needed because of where we are: 

 Our world is profoundly fallen. 

 God is actively needed as we live in this world brokenness. 

o God’s special presence is needed because of who we are: 

 Every human being, in the core of his being, is an image bearer of God. 

 Coming into the presence of God is like coming home. Man is away from home 

when he is away from God. Part of us is always yearning for home, completion, 

restoration, and reconnection with the Father. 

o God’s special presence is needed because of who He is: 

 God Himself exists within a community of intimacy and relationship and prays 

that we may be one just as He is One (John 17:20-23). 

 God has a passion to be connected with His creation. 

 Understanding God’s character helps us to understand why He pursues the 

fallen, broken, and wounded in the way that He does. 

 We are an extension of the passion of God. We serve as channels and vessels 

through whom God can speak His truth and grace. 

 Beneath all attributes of God is His love (John 3:16). 

 

 Quotes: 

o “The soul, light as a feather, fluid as water, innocent as a child, responds to every 

movement of grace like a floating balloon.”—Jean-Pierre de Caussade 

 

o “The more I learn about my Lord, the less I know.”—Johnny Cash 



 

o “One of the greatest deterrents to an effective prayer life is the belief that all has to be 

perfect before you can pray.”—Richard Foster 

 

o “Only to sit and think of God, Oh what a joy it is! To think the thought, to breathe the 

name, earth has no higher bliss.”—Frederick Faber 

 

o “We are at this moment as close to God as we really choose to be.”—J. Oswald Saunders 

 

o “We are training for reigning.”—Richard Foster 

 

o “To fall in love with God is the greatest of all romances; To seek Him, the greatest 

adventure; To find Him, the greatest human achievement.”—Augustine 

 

o “Once you become aware that the main business that you are here for is to know God, 

most of life’s problems fall into place of their own accord.”—J.I. Packer 

 

o “But to enjoy Him we must know Him. Seeing is savoring. If He remains a blurry, vague 

fog, we may be intrigued for a season. But we will not be stunned with joy, as when the 

fog clears and you find yourself on the brink of some vast precipice.”—John Piper 

 

o “While it is good that we seek to know the Holy One, it is probably not so good to 

presume that we ever complete the task.”—Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

o “We need to find God, and He cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the 

friend of silence. See how nature—trees, flowers, grass—grows in silence; see the stars, 

the moon and the sun, how they move in silence…We need silence to be able to touch 

souls.”—Mother Teresa 

 

 Key Thoughts: 

o Spiritual growth is not just about an emotional experience or praying a prayer. It is 

about being rooted and grounded in the life-transforming truths of Scripture—not just 

on a head level, but on a heart level. It is about knowing Jesus (Clinton & Langberg, 

2011). 

o Experiencing God leads to growth in an intimate relationship with Him. Often God uses 

hardships, disappointments, and trials to draw us closer (see Romans 5:3-5). 

o A relationship with Christ is not based on works, rules, regulations, or appearances. A 

relationship with Christ is about spending time getting to know Him.  

o Through conversations with Christ in prayer and getting into His Word, transformation 

will begin in the lives of those who wholeheartedly seek Him. 

o Our own effort is a key in growing our relationship with Christ. A relationship always 

requires two who are committed to it. 



 

 Verses: 

o “Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it. Incline my heart to 

Your testimonies and not to dishonest gain. Turn away my eyes from looking at vanity, 

and revive me in Your ways.”—Psalm 119:35-37  

 

o “Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will 

seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.”—Jeremiah 29:12-13  

 

o “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we can ask or think, 

according to the power that works within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.”—Ephesians 3:20-21  

 

o “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, even as the Father 

knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.”—John 10:14-15  

 

o “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching time to observe all that I commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”—Matthew 28:19-20  

 

o “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 

the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave Himself up for me.”—Galatians 2:20  

 

o “One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of 

the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His 

temple.”—Psalm 27:4  

 

o “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much 

fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”—John 15:5  

 

o “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let us 

therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a 

different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; however, let us keep living by that 

same standard to which we have attained.”—Philippians 3:14-16  
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