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Presidential Library Donation Reform Act  
 

Presidential Library Donation Transparency 
 Anyone can give unlimited secret donations to a presidential library while a president is in office.  

 

 Donations may have strings attached. Donors can and have used presidential library contributions to gain 
access to White House officials, lobby for presidential pardons, and extract other concessions.  
 

 Voluntary disclosure is limited and insufficient. Most libraries do not disclose donors. Even when they do, the 
data is unverified, incomplete, and out-of-date. 

 

How It Works  
 Quarterly reports. PLDRA requires presidential library fundraising groups to submit quarterly reports listing 

fundraisers and donations to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).  
 

 Timely access. Contribution reports would be published on the NARA website within 30 days of filing.  
 

 A central online database would publish contribution reports in a searchable, structured, downloadable 
format.  

 

Background  
 Presidential libraries are constructed by private organizations known as presidential library foundations. They 

often are placed under the control of NARA upon completion. Generally speaking, the government pays for 
archiving and managing a president’s papers. However, the library foundation funds construction, 
programming, and activities related to a president's legacy. The details of operation depend on an agreement 
between NARA and the private library foundation. 

 

 PLDRA has broad bipartisan support. The House bill has bipartisan co-sponsors and was favorably reported 
by the Committee on House Oversight and Government Reform and the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Government Affairs. Good government groups have repeatedly expressed their support.  

 

 PLDRA encourages accurate reporting. Misreporting presidential library contributions can result in fines or 
imprisonment under 18 U.S. Code § 1001 and the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971. 

Federal law should require presidential libraries to disclose their funding. 
Disclosure exposes potential conflicts of interest arising from sitting 
presidents soliciting unlimited donations. Timely, online access empowers 
citizen and congressional oversight and deters misconduct.  

We support H. R. 1133, introduced by Rep. John Duncan (R-TN). 
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