
 
Writing Fellows FAQs 

 
What is a Writing Fellow? 
Writing Fellows are writing tutors who have been trained to provide helpful feedback on students’ 
early essay drafts. They work directly with one faculty member and class for the course of the 
semester. Fellows provide feedback on student writing through one-on-one meetings, as well as 
through email. They work with students individually, focusing on writing, in and beyond the 
classroom. 
 
Are Writing Fellow responsibilities the same as a TA? 
Writing Fellows are not expected to attend every class session or to be content experts in the 
coursework. They may attend class and contribute to discussions or model appropriate writing 
strategies for the class. They can assist with written assignments by meeting with students outside 
of the classroom as they craft their drafts. Writing Fellows will provide feedback to the students 
regarding their essays before they hand in a final product for assessment.  
 
Can my Writing Fellow grade essays? 
Similar to TAs, Writing Fellows are not permitted to discuss or assign grades to students’ work. 
Writing Fellows may provide their faculty with observations regarding improvement or changes 
they have seen with individual students’ writing. The goal is to incorporate feedback from the 
Fellows into the early stages of the writing process. Faculty must be mindful of deadlines when 
incorporating Writing Fellow feedback into an assignment sequence. Fellows should be given at 
least one week to respond to drafts. 
 
How will having a Writing Fellow benefit my students? 
Writing Fellows work with students on a one-to-one basis, providing the students individualized 
feedback and attention. Students will learn writing practices that can be used to strengthen their 
writing abilities. In addition, Writing Fellows can provide one-on-one tutoring for students in the 
Center for Writing and Academic Achievement. 
 
How will having a Writing Fellow benefit me?  
Writing Fellows make the process of conducting writing assignments much easier for their faculty. 
They can give extra attention to students’ essay drafts before they are submitted for a final grade.  
 
What do I need to do if I am assigned a Writing Fellow? 
Faculty who are assigned a Writing Fellow should meet with them throughout the course of the 
semester. It is best for the faculty member to clarify expectations and responsibilities at the start of 
the semester, with regular meetings throughout the course of the semester. Faculty who participate 
in the Writing Fellows Program will be asked to provide feedback to their Fellow and the CWAA at 
the end of the semester.  
 
Do all faculty who apply receive a Writing Fellow? 
Unfortunately, due to the high number of requests the CWAA receives for Writing Fellows, not all 
faculty will be assigned one. Writing Fellows are typically assigned to First-Year Seminar and 
Writing in the Disciplines courses, which are highly writing-intensive. A copy of your syllabus or 
potential writing assignment is requested with your application.  


