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#264Instructional Development Grant Application Form
Name Chris  Wetzel

Email cwetzel@stonehill.edu

Department Sociology and Criminology

Which grant are you applying for? Pedagogy Travel Grant

Amount requested 583.31

If your project involves human subjects,
have you discussed your project with the
Director of Academic Development?

Not applicable

Project Proposal (500-750 words) -- Please include a 1) title, 2) a project description, 3) a discussion of the
benefit to the Stonehill community, and 4) your "community outreach plan"). See full requirements at:
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/ctl/grants/grant-application-guidelines/.

Title: Writing in the Discipline and the Process of Public Scholarship

Project Description: Building on a series of recent academic commitments, including teaching “Native Americans in
the 21st Century” for four years, serving as director of the Integrating Democratic Education at Stonehill program for
three years, and participating on three HOPE trips, I am eager to create an upper-level writing course that is rooted
in sociological theories and concepts to interrogate questions about “ideal futures.” This course will be both a section
of SOC 400: Seminar: Writing for Sociology that aids with implementing the Writing in the Disciplines requirement
starting with the class of 2016 and a series of engaged conversations that foster’s the College’s mission to educate
the whole person. With the support of the Pedagogy Travel Grant, I will attend the Native American and Indigenous
Studies Association conference in Washington DC. As a long-time member of NAISA, I appreciate the association’s
interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning. This year, I will attend panels related to critical pedagogy,
writing, and public scholarship to inform my planning and research for the WID class. My plan is to draw upon the
research and approaches shared in these panels to begin refining the pedagogical approach for my course. I am
requesting funding to support attending the NAISA conference because my professional development funds have
been largely used to participate in two earlier conferences, including one presenting a paper with a current student
based on our SURE research. This class will build on assignments and topics I have been working on in other courses.
For example, in my Public Sociologies seminar, students used a range of projects from opinion columns to short
films to research papers to analyze the meaning of “community” at Stonehill. In directed studies each student is
required to complete an assignment that invites more people into the conversation about the topic. And in
Sociological Theories, one of the central questions we address for each of the discipline’s major theoretical traditions
is the vision of the future. The class to be developed with the support of “Writing in the Discipline and the Process of
Public Scholarship” seeks to connect these pieces in a writing-intensive course. 

Benefit to the Community: Looking at multiple years of Senior Exit Survey data for the question of Stonehill’s impact
on skill development, it is striking that “write clearly and effectively” is consistently among the three or four top-
ranked items. By contrast “engage in civic life/participatory citizenship” is the lowest ranked skill. Taking a more
integrative, holistic approach to writing that draws on students’ lived experiences can serve to connect strong writing
and an engaged, public citizenship that transcends each student’s time at Stonehill. My priority is to create a class
that connects these processes and engages students in a series of conversations about writing and participatory
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citizenship. 

Community outreach plan: I will share the results of my work with my colleagues in the department of sociology and
criminology, particularly as we assess learning outcomes from our writing in the discipline courses. After offering the
course in the 2016-2017 academic year, I would also be interested in sharing my findings during an academic
development day (or academic development week) with other members of the Stonehill community.

Budget (detail how you will use the funds
requested)

Conference registration fee: $235
Hotel in DC: $348.31 ($152.10/night plus tax)

Total: $583.31

Bibliography (required for SOTL Research
Grant)

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed
as an attachment to Stephanie DesRosiers
(sdesrosiers@stonehill.edu)
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