
    10/30/2015 

Page 1 of 5 
 

 

CRN#     Spring 2016 Descriptions for Topics Courses 
 
 
 
40400 AMS 320-A Topics in American Studies: City Kids: Youth, Politics & Identity in Urban America (Community Based Learning Course) 
 Prof. C. Dolgon 

This course looks at the economic, cultural, and political contours for urban youth in the U.S. In particular, we will focus on how 
American urban you culture has evolved within and in dialogue with major institutions such as schools, families, and the non-profit 
sector as well as social dynamics and phenomena such as race, class, gender, popular culture, and social movements.  As part of the 
learning community with Coaching 4 Change, we will try to integrate the study of history and changing roles of youth cultures with the 
lived experience of the C4C students themselves. 

 
40705 ANT 350-A Seminar in Anthropology: Latin American Peoples and Cultures 
 Prof. L. Carlson 

This course will investigate the culture, history, and development of selected Latin American regions and their contemporary relations 
with the United States. Mexico and Central and South America will be studied by means of ethnographic and cross-cultural documents 
of the past and present, which reveal changing conditions of society, land ownership, ethnicity, and political allegiance. 

 
40122 BUS 420-A Topics in Accounting: Forensic Accounting 
 Prof. M. McCall 

This course introduces students to the methodology of fraud examination.  In the first half we focus on the elements of fraud and the 
different types of fraud schemes, including fraudulent financial statements, asset misappropriation, corruption, and money 
laundering.  In the second half of the course we focus on how professionals respond to fraud, with an emphasis on the legal 
framework, document analysis, interviewing, and report writing.  Through a case study, students work in teams to investigate a fraud 
scheme, maintain a case file, and conduct live interviews of role players.  The demand for fraud examiners and forensic accountants 
continues to grow in both the private and public sectors.  Skills developed in this course will help students in multiple professions 
including forensic accounting, financial accounting, and general business. 

 
40126 BUS 430-A Topics in Finance: Behavioral Finance 
 Prof. M. Mullen 

This special topics course is part two of the SCIFI course program and is available only to students admitted into the SCIFI program.  
The course is focused on the growing field of behavioral finance that uses insights from psychology to understand how human 
behavior influences the decisions of individual and professional investors, markets and managers.  The topic is very useful in helping 
understand why investors make the choices they do.  For example, why do people invest in local companies?  Why do investors 
confuse a good company from a good stock?  Why do people increase the amount of risk they are willing to take on if they have 
experienced good or bad portfolio performance?  Similar questions will be explored to help explain why investment managers fall prey 
to behavioral errors.  The course will start with a review of Utility theory, a model of how people should act, and later explore 
explanations for how and why they do act.  Behavioral Finance is interdisciplinary as it borrows heavily from the academic literature in 
accounting, economics, statistics, psychology and sociology. 

 
40756 COM 321-A Topics in Film Genres: The “Pretty Poison” of Ideology  
 Prof. R. Goulet 

Contact instructor for course description. 
 
40189 COM 333-A Topics in Mediated Communication: Children and Media 
 Prof. A. Paradise 

This course examines a variety of questions related to children’s use, understanding of, and reactions to media, particularly screen 
media (i.e., television, film, video games and the Internet).  We address historical and contemporary issues in children’s media, 
including stereotypes, violence, advertising, education, regulation, new technology, and media literacy. 
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40222 CRM 295- A Topics in Criminology: Community Corrections 

Prof. T. App 
Community corrections is defined as any correctional program that includes as part of its operation, the supervision of offenders in a 
community environment.  Typically these programs include incarcerated offenders housed in minimum/pre-release facilities, as well 
as offenders managed in the community under the supervision of probation and/or parole agencies. By and large, these programs 
tend to be more cost effective, and, if managed effectively, have the potential to yield lower recidivism rates.  In terms of the 
incarcerated, these programs provide a gradual and responsible reintegration of offenders back to our communities. Regarding 
probationers, it is an opportunity to supervise and address one’s criminal thinking in an effort to avoid future incarceration, and 
reintegrate offenders back into society as more pro-social, law abiding citizens.  This course of study will examine the various 
programs identified under the heading of “Community Corrections” to include, minimum/pre-release institutions, intensive 
supervision, home incarceration, boot camps, drug courts, electronic monitoring, Restorative Justice, and traditional probation/parole 
programming.  We will evaluate these program from several perspectives, e.g., the population they serve, program requirements, cost 
effectiveness, recidivism rates, and most important, the collective elements of treatment and supervision that according to today’s 
research, separate the successful programs from the failures. We will also look at the impact these programs have had on prison 
overcrowding, and some of the related controversies e.g., the net widening theory, punishment vs. soft on crime, and the public’s 
perception of their effectiveness. 

 
Finally, we will have an opportunity to visit 2-3 of these programs to first hand observe their operations. 

 
40231 CRM 400-A Seminar: Writing for Criminology: Crimes of the Powerful 
 Prof. A. Twyman-Ghoshal 

This course critically examines the various dimensions of state crime in the context of human rights violations. Beginning with an 
exploration of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the international criminal justice system, the course provides a 
foundation for understanding various forms of state activity as crimes. Topics covered range from environmental damage to state-
corporate crimes to genocide. The aim is to prepare students to understand causation, victimization, and control problems of this 
often hidden but extremely harmful form of criminality.  

 
40232 CRM 400-B Seminar: Writing for Criminology: Policing 
 Prof. P. Kelley 

This seminar is designed for students to expand their knowledge of law enforcement, apply what they have learned in other courses, 
conduct research, and present their opinions on a variety of topics.  The class will focus on special topics in policing including: use of 
force; corruption; community policing and other policing models; COMPSTAT and use of technology; as well as other topics of current 
interest as time allows.  This class satisfies the Writing in the Discipline (WID) Cornerstone requirement and as such will focus also on 
improving student writing and exposing students to the various types of writing involved in working within law enforcement and the 
criminal justice system.  

 
40212 CSC 399-A Topics in Computer Science: Mobile Computing 
 Prof. J. Brown-Sederberg 

This course examines the design and development of mobile applications for Android devices. An understanding of the Java 
programming language is required. 

 
40280 ENG 220-A Introduction to Topics in Literature: Storytelling in New Media 
 Prof. W. Peek 

This course offers an investigation of the art of storytelling in media forms developed or popularized within the last hundred years: 
film; television; comics; animation; podcasts; and web series. Our interest will be primarily formal; that is, we will focus on the forms 
artists choose in telling their stories, including the move toward formal innovation in narrative. We will also look at lyric expression in 
poetry and film, what are often referred to in film as non-narrative or avant-garde forms, so as to understand the differences among 
various modes of expression. 

 
40281 ENG 242-A Topics in Creative Writing: Poetry 
 Prof. A. Brooks 

This creative writing course will offer an introduction to poetry writing with an emphasis on experimentation with form and process. 
You will have weekly writing assignments based on our readings and experiences and explorations in and outside of the classroom. In 
order to deepen our knowledge and abilities, we will also be reading the work of many contemporary writers and some older greats. 
Class will be part discussion, part writing, and part play which will all help create a community in which we learn to formulate 
thoughtful critique and responses to each other's work and deep insight into the reading and our writing practice.  
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40285 ENG 326-A Topics in American Cinema: Race and Cinema 
 Prof. D. Itzkovitz 

“it’s not where you come from that counts, but where you want to go”  -former VA Governor Mark Warner, in his Democratic 
Convention Keynote Speech (August 26, 2008) 
 “…we are just one race here; it is American”  -Justice Antonin Scalia (1995) 
"In this country American means white. Everybody else has to hyphenate."  -Toni Morrison (1992) 

What does it mean to be American?  For Justice Scalia the word “American” is racially inclusive, designating one’s political citizenship: 
for him American citizenship becomes a type of racial belonging.  Toni Morrison reads “American” with a different nuance.  Despite 
the word’s seeming inclusiveness, Morrison suggests, we can find in it racial resonances and biases.  This course emerges out of the 
tension between these opposing viewpoints, though it also explores the ambiguity that rests between Morrison’s “white” and 
“everyone else.”  To what extent does American national identity subsume ethnic or racial identities?  How have ethnic identities 
developed and evolved in the face of American assimilation and its cultures of conformity.  In part, then, our endeavor will be an 
inquiry into what it means to become American, and further, what “America” itself signifies.  How much have our fantasies and hopes 
for America been invested in what its citizens look like and believe?  What is multi-culturalism?  What might it mean for American 
culture to be invested in differences among its citizens?  We will explore the relationship of film and American national identity since 
World War II to begin to find answers to these questions, to examine how cinema creates Americans.   

40283 ENG 304-A Topics in Early Modern Literature: Epic Britain 
 Prof. H. Duncan 

Edmund Spenser wrote his great English epic The Faerie Queene while working as a minor colonial official in Ireland, far away from the 
glittering court of Queen Elizabeth. John Milton conceived Paradise Lost as a kind of anti-epic when the English Revolution had failed 
and he was living in obscurity. This course provides an introduction to the epic imagination of two important English poets and asks 
why their work, so clearly written from the margins (in geographical as well as political terms), would eventually come to define 
English culture and sense of national identity. Recent work on nationhood in early modern England has built on the influential concept 
of the imagined community. We will try to discern whether this precept is useful in reading the epic fictions of Spenser and Milton. 
The course also offers a close look at the decades between 1580 and 1660, at a time of dramatic political and social change, and at the 
vital role poetry played in the fashioning of a recognizably modern concept of nationhood. We also attend to more distinctly literary 
issues and trace epic traditions in England by becoming familiar with the genre’s conventions and the poetic innovations of Spenser 
and Milton. We read selections from The Faerie Queene’s six books, Milton’s Paradise Lost in its entirety, and—if there is time—
Paradise Regained. Course work includes essays, a midterm, and presentations/discussion facilitation.  

This course fulfills the early modern literature and culture requirement; and it is a WID course.   

40286 ENG 344-A Topics in Creative Non-Fiction 
 Prof. A. Brooks 

In this creative nonfiction course we will read distinct, recent, nonfiction meditations which we will use throughout as inspirations for 
our own writing. Our own writing experiments will explore the uses of memory, observation, and research with close attention to 
structure and form in creative nonfiction writing. We work with the goal of exciting interest and developing deftness in the 
construction of longer-form memoirs, meditations, or investigations. “We live entirely, especially if we are writers, by the imposition 
of a narrative line upon disparate images, by the “ideas” with which we have learned to freeze the shifting phantasmagoria which is 
our actual experience.” 
-Joan Didion, The White Album. 

 
40287 ENG 347-A Topics in Catholicism and Literature: The Church and the Modern World 
 Prof. G. Piggford, CSC 

This course covers Catholic literature of the last 150 years with emphases on incarnation, identity, and mystery.  We will also consider 
Catholicism on film. 

 
40289 ENG 366-A Topics in Twentieth-Century American Literature: Native American Literature 
 Prof. A. Opitz 

This course looks at work by major Native American writers from the early 1900s until today, including D'Arcy McNickle, Leslie 
Marmon Silko, N. Scott Momaday, James Welch, Sherman Alexie, Louise Erdrich, and Tom King. Students will gain an appreciation for 
the different kinds of novels, short stories, poetry and movies that Native artists have produced, particularly, since the 1970s. In 
addition students will learn about the unique cultural and historical perspectives with which each of these writers/filmmakers 
approach topics like cultural identity, community, authenticity, humor, and cultural change and survival. At times we’ll draw on 



    10/30/2015 

Page 4 of 5 
 

criticism/theory readings to help us investigate further questions around "mixed-blood” identity, the importance of the 
place, sovereignty, and the politics of storytelling. 

40290 ENG 367-A Topics in Nineteenth-Century American Literature: American Gothic 
 Prof. L. Scales 

Why do we find pleasure in terror?  Why do so many classic American stories take a frightening form?  American culture is often 
depicted as obsessed by questions of origin and as haunted by its traumatic history—the Salem witch trials, the revolution, slavery, 
the Civil War.  No mode explores these issues so well as the gothic, and no mode has met with such consistent popularity since its 
inception.  This course will examine gothic fiction and its ghastly conventions as it develops into a distinctly American form.  The texts 
on the syllabus will explore the terrors—both real and imaginary, both pleasurable and awful—of nineteenth and twentieth century 
America. Authors will include Charles Brockden Brown, Washington Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Hannah Crafts, Edgar Allan Poe, 
William Faulkner, Toni Morrison, and Alfred Hitchcock, as well as a contemporary film. 

 
40293 ENG 390-A Topics in Modernism: Hollywood and the Jazz Age 
 Prof. D. Itzkovitz 

The roaring '20's –– the period F. Scott Fitzgerald dubbed "the jazz age" –– was a time of social upheaval and artistic excitement. The 
new cultural mix and political freedoms led to unprecedented possibilities for new voices to speak and be heard. This class will explore 
the developments in literary, film, and musical production during this volatile time. We'll read the writers of the Harlem Renaissance, 
which produced Nella Larsen, Claude McKay and Jean Toomer; we'll explore Fitzgerald's Long Island, Willa Cather's great Midwest, and 
Faulkner's South. We'll travel to African American communities in Northern Florida with Zora Neale Hurston, and into the despair of 
the ghettoes of Anzia Yezierska's Lower East Side. We'll watch the movies of Griffith, Jolson, Micheaux and Valentino and listen to the 
music that permeated the decade, and we'll try to understand how that new creation "Hollywood," and that new, "fully American" 
movement, jazz, played their parts in the development of the racial, sexual and cultural landscape of 20th-century America.  

 
40383 GND 300-A Advanced Topics in Gender & Sexuality Studies: Engendering Theory 
 Prof. G. Piggford, CSC 

This course looks at theories of gender and the application of those theories to various texts: literature, film, TV, and popular culture. 
We will examine the histories of feminism, gender studies, and sexuality and consider contemporary debates over gender identities 
and gender rights. 

  
40426 HIS 330-A United States Seminar: Topical: The Cultural History of Super Heroes   
 Prof. S. Maddock 

Is Superman an allegory for a Jewish immigrant assimilating to a new culture?  Have the X-Men been a stand-in for civil rights and gay 
activism?  Since the 1930s, superheroes have appeared in the pages of comic magazines and graphic novels as well as on television 
and movie screens.  In this seminar, students will utilize superhero tales to track the cultural history of the United States from the 
1930s to the present. 

 
40427 HIS 362-A World History Seminar: A Global History of Food 
 Prof. J. Wadsworth 

The food we eat shapes, and is shaped by, our nationality, ethnicity, education, religion, health, gender, class, etc. It represents our 
most intimate connection with the natural world and has been a key driver of global history. We will explore this history from the 
beginning of human evolution to the development of the modern globalized food industry. 

 
40428 HIS 362-B World History Seminar: World War II in Asia 
 Prof. K. Teoh 

Shifting away from a Eurocentric perspective, this course explores World War II in Asia as a conflict with distinct causes, experiences, 
and outcomes. Topics include the rise of Japanese imperialism, invasion of China, occupation and armed resistance in Southeast Asia, 
socio-cultural responses (e.g., post-apocalyptic anime film), and the nuclear bomb. 

 
40484 PHL 266-A Topics in Philosophy: African Philosophy 
 Prof. M. Mitchell 

‘What is African philosophy?’  In this course, we will explore that question through reading and reflecting upon poems, oral histories, 
novels and journal articles of African origin, spanning Ancient Egypt to today. 

 
40483 PHL 266-B Topics in Philosophy:  Philosophy, Psychology, and Self-Knowledge 
 Prof. E. McGushin 

What does it mean to be mentally ill?  Why does speaking often have therapeutic effects?  What role does sexuality play in the 
formation of the personality?  In this course we will examine the dialogue between philosophers and psychologists who have tried to 
answer questions like these.  We will focus on the period from Sigmund Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams (1900) up to the present." 

 



    10/30/2015 

Page 5 of 5 
 

 
 
40503 PHY 403-A Topics in Physics: Quantum Information & Computing 

Prof. D. Simon 
Quantum mechanics allows the possibility for generating unbreakable codes and solving computing problems that are difficult or 
impossible for classical computers. This course is an overview of the emerging areas of quantum computing, quantum information 
processing, and quantum cryptography. In addition to the basic concepts, current developments and controversies in the area will also 
be discussed. No prior knowledge of quantum mechanics or computer science is required, and the only math requirement is a basic 

familiarity with matrices. 
 
40523 POL 357-A Topics in Politics: Parties and Candidates 
 Prof. S. Ferson 

Contact instructor for course description. 
 
40783 REL 230-A Topics in Religious Studies: Postmodern Christianities 
 Prof. P. DaPonte 

This seminar explores the meaning of postmodernity as problem and promise for Christianity. While no precise consensus exists (nor 
really can exist) with regard to the definition of “the postmodern” (an attitude which is partially characterized by an unease with 
definitions) we begin our investigation with the basic acknowledgement of postmodernity as the departure from the constraints of 
modernity, as a plea to hear the voice of the “other,” and as “a demand to let particulars be themselves rather than having to conform 
to the structures and strictures of the prevailing ideological system” (K. Vanhoozer). Following an introductory investigation of basic 
Christian theology, our approach to the topic of postmodernity is twofold: the examination of theology via the positions and 
assumptions of postmodern thought, and the exploration of postmodernity from the perspective of theology and Christian doctrine.  

 
40609 SOC 295-A Topics in Sociology: Sociology of Autism 

Prof. K. Branco 
This course will review and critically analyze sociological theories and research that help us to understand the growing incidence and 
prevalence of autism in the United States.  Issues such as relationships with parents, siblings and peers will be considered, as well as 
those with teachers and other professionals who work with children, adolescents and adults who are diagnosed on the autistic 
spectrum. The course will include opportunities for community based learning and/or research on aspects of autism. 

 
40684 VPG 320-A Topics in Graphic Design: Wayfinding & Exhibition Graphic Design  

Prof. C. Morgan 
In this advanced graphic design studio course, students are introduced to the environmental design specialty — the study of design as 
it relates to exhibit design, architectural graphics, signage, themed environments and way-finding systems.  Designed environments 
can help us navigate, learn something new, engage us, as well as even stop us in our tracks to admire our surroundings.  Through 
examining case studies as well as their own hands-on design projects, students will explore how graphic identifiers can be used to 
engage a viewer in both immersive and peripheral ways.  Assignments will promote a heightened understanding of form, space, user 
experience, scale, messaging, and materials as it relates to design skills and problem-solving methods in environmental design. 

 
40620 VPT 332-A Topics in Theatre Arts II: Advanced Improvisation: Comedy and Character   
 Prof. E. Feldman 

Improvisation is a skill that requires dedication, focus, collaboration, and practice. In this course, students will explore the history and 
craft of improvisation through physical theatre, character study, and scene work. Students will be challenged to push beyond the 
perceived boundaries of improv as game-playing and ad-lib to further develop and hone their performance skills.  
  

40674 WRI 441-A Topics in Rhetorical Criticism: From Typewriter to Tablet: Rhetorical Criticism and Academic Writing in the Millennium 
 Prof. H. Sadler 

This course will focus on enhancing students' abilities to critically analyze and respond to public messages found in political speaking, 
public advocacy, popular culture, and visual and new media narratives that appear throughout the digital world. Students will learn 
and apply effective writing techniques throughout the term and explore both online and traditional prose styles resulting in a final 
critical essay. 

 


