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Proposed Spring 2016 Learning Communities 
 

Please note that this is a preliminary list. The Listing could change before spring registration. 
 
LC 205-A, The Practice of Medicine and You, 3 cr. 
BIO 291, Scientific Methods: Blood and Medicine, 3 cr., Prof. S. Barry 
HCA 105, Healthcare Foundations, 3 cr., Prof. M. Glavin 
This LC will address medical issues of concern to us all: how diseases are diagnosed and treated; how structures of health care delivery affect 
health status; and how to develop the skills and knowledge to be a more informed patient or more effective advocate on behalf of patients 
navigating the modern health care system.  We’ll hear guest lectures, visit health care institutions, and travel to the State House to see the 
legislative process at work.   
 
NOTE: This LC allows students to fulfill a Natural Scientific Inquiry requirement along with the LC requirement of the Cornerstone Program. 
 
LC 209-A, Organic Chemistry of the Cell, 3 cr., Prof. L. Liotta, Prof. K. Nolin 
BIO 211, Cell Biology, 4 cr. (Must have previously taken)  
CHM 222, Organic Chemistry II, 4 cr. (Must have previously taken)  
Students will select, read, and critique primary literature that ties together topics currently being learned in Cell Biology and Organic Chemistry II in 
order to develop their abilities to understand and critically analyze the literature. The seminar will culminate with student teams proposing an 
experiment or series of experiments that address a specific area of interest on the boundary between organic chemistry and cell biology. These 
proposals will be presented in both written and oral forms, allowing fellow students to evaluate and expand upon the proposed ideas.    
 
NOTE: This is a year-long LC. BIO 211 and CHM 222 must be taken prior to registering for LC 209.  This LC allows students to fulfill a Writing in the 
Disciplines requirement along with the LC requirement of the Cornerstone Program. 
 
LC 228-A  Uncovering Judaism and Nazism in Europe, 3 cr., TRAVEL LC 
HIS 207, The Holocaust, 3 cr., Prof. K. Spicer, CSC 
REL 209, Religion and Culture of the Jewish People, 3 cr., Prof. S. Lowin 
This LC is a travel course – over Spring Break we will travel to eastern and central Europe to visit sites associated with Jewish life and religious 
experience past and present and the Holocaust.  There, we will examine and visit historical sites associated with the Nazi Holocaust.  We will also 
visit sites significant to and representative of Jewish life and religious experience in Europe before the Holocaust as well as those sites that 
demonstrate the rejuvenation of Jewish life in those same places today.   
 
NOTE: This LC allows students to fulfill a Moral Inquiry requirement along with the LC requirement of the Cornerstone Program. 
 
NOTE: Since participating in this learning community involves travel, you will incur additional costs.  Soon after being enrolled in this Learning 
Community, you will be asked to attend a mandatory meeting, at which timing and travel logistics will be discussed, including estimated costs.  
After this meeting, you will have just a few days to decide whether you can remain in the learning community or not.  However, once you have 
decided to remain, you will be responsible for all additional costs and these will be incorporated into your semester bill.  Student Financial Services 
will review your file and, if you are eligible for additional aid, you will receive a revised award letter via e-mail from Student Financial Services. 
 
LC 272-A, Women’s Global Issues, 3 cr. 
BUS 336, International Business, 4 cr., Prof. J. Swanson 
COM 313, Gender and Communication, 3 cr., Prof. M. Myers  
This LC will explore women’s issues in a global context, a theme that integrates the Gender and Communication and International Business 
courses.  We will examine how women’s voices are encouraged and expressed in different cultures and organizations.  Specific topics will include: 
violence against women, women’s human rights, women leaders, women-owned businesses, marriage and motherhood, work and family balance, 
and other relevant topics.  This LC will incorporate invited speakers, peer presentations, lectures, readings, discussions, and on-campus and off-
campus events relating to the subject area.  Students will have the opportunity to research a topic of their choice for the concluding project.  Both 
women and men are welcome to enroll. 
 
LC 284-A Business and Communication in China:  Changes and Challenges, 3 cr., TRAVEL LC 
BUS 320 Corporate Finance, 3 cr., Prof. G. Meng  
COM 315 Intercultural Communication, 3 cr., Prof. X. Yu 
This travel LC is designed to offer students not only a cross-disciplinary understanding of business and communication in modern China from a 
theoretical/conceptual perspective but also a first-hand exposure to the changes and challenges China faces in business and communication. The 
LC will take students to China on a 10-day faculty-led trip in the spring semester of 2016. 
 
With its fast and vast changes and development, China has currently become a center of international business activities and is a driving force for 
global growth and integration. Its unprecedented social and economic transformation and its unique transition from a tightly central-managed 
economy to a more market-based economy provide invaluable learning experiences. Today’s China offers plenty of opportunities to see and learn 
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about the impact of its metamorphosis on the society and the people in terms of business and communication practices from both a domestic and 
global perspectives.   While in China, students will attend lectures or seminars offered by business scholars and practitioners on the campus of the 
University of International Business and Economics (UIBE) in Beijing, and they will also participate in field trips to business operations and cultural 
and historical sites in Beijing and its vicinity. Students will benefit greatly from this learning experience not only academically but also when they 
pursue internships and employment.   
 
NOTE: Since participating in this learning community involves travel, you will incur additional costs.  Soon after being enrolled in this Learning 
Community, you will be asked to attend a mandatory meeting, at which timing and travel logistics will be discussed, including estimated costs.  
After this meeting, you will have just a few days to decide whether you can remain in the learning community or not.  However, once you have 
decided to remain, you will be responsible for all additional costs and these will be incorporated into your semester bill.  Student Financial Services 
will review your file and, if you are eligible for additional aid, you will receive a revised award letter via e-mail from Student Financial Services. 
 
LC 317-A, Banned in Boston: Sex, Scandal, and Censorship on the Stage and the Page, Prof. A. Brecke, Prof. T. Lang, 4 cr. 
This Learning Community will explore censorship and power in literature, theatre, and the arts in Boston, from the Puritan Era to the present, with 
a focus on race, social class, gender, and sexuality. We will look at books, plays, and performances that titillated audiences and taunted censors, 
and, in the process, capture an important perspective on the Hub’s social, cultural, and political history. This LC includes excursions to the city for 
tours, presentations, and performances. 
 
NOTE: There will be an additional fee of $100 to cover the cost of transportation and performances. 
 
LC 318-A The Ethics and Science of Climate Change, 3 cr. 
ENV 200 Principles of Environmental Science, 3 cr., Prof. K. Burkholder 
ENV 270 Environmental Ethics, 3 cr., Prof. S. Mooney 
In this LC students will think critically about the potential social and environmental impacts of climate change in our region.  Specifically, students 
will work with local community partners to assess the risks being faced by each community group and, using Boston’s climate action plan as a 
guide, work to develop climate action plans to help community partners prepare for potential future changes.  
 
NOTE: This LC allows students to fulfill a Natural Scientific Inquiry and a Moral Inquiry requirement along with the LC requirement of the 
Cornerstone Program. 
 
LC 327-A, Renaissance Virgin Mary, M. Leith, A. Sheckler., 4 cr. 
This LC will explore the theological concepts informing Renaissance representations of the Virgin Mary.  Readings will include excerpts from the 
Bible, apocryphal texts, Church Fathers, the Golden Legend, Books of Hours of the Virgin.  Students will also examine a variety of medieval and 
Renaissance era theological texts.  We will conclude with an exploration of the popular religious piety such as the rosary.  Each week will be 
devoted to one major event in Mary’s life as it is reflected in the Renaissance. 
 
NOTE: Completion of a 100-level Religious Studies course is required as a pre-requisite. This LC allows students to fulfill a Catholic Intellectual 
Traditions requirement along with the LC requirement of the Cornerstone Program. 
 
LC 333-A, Communicating and Miscommunicating in Washington DC, 3 cr. TRAVEL LC 
POL 357, Topics in Politics: Parties and Candidates, 3 cr., Prof. S. Ferson 
POL 390, Politics in Washington, DC, 3 cr., Prof. P. Ubertaccio 
The seminar integrates a course on American political development taught by a political scientist with a course on campaign communications and 
strategy taught by a practitioner with an expertise in traditional and new media.  
 
The seminar looks at the current state of leadership in Washington and the changing nature of political communications.  It will meet 
on Thursday evenings and over two weeks in Washington DC.  
 
Our time in DC will consist of a rigorous series of seminars with leaders of the three branches of government, political parties, interest groups, 
think tanks, academia, and the media and is designed to combine traditional academic work with seminars with prominent individuals in 
government, journalism, and the non-profit sector in Washington. This will be an opportunity to apply our knowledge of power politics, political 
communications, and democratic ideals to the real world of American government in Washington, D.C.  The course travels to DC from May 22 – 
May 28 with an additional fee of $900. 
 
NOTE: Since participating in this learning community involves travel, you will incur additional costs.  Soon after being enrolled in this Learning 
Community, you will be asked to attend a mandatory meeting, at which timing and travel logistics will be discussed, including estimated costs.  
After this meeting, you will have just a few days to decide whether you can remain in the learning community or not.  However, once you have 
decided to remain, you will be responsible for all additional costs and these will be incorporated into your semester bill.  Student Financial Services 
will review your file and, if you are eligible for additional aid, you will receive a revised award letter via e-mail from Student Financial Services. 
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LC 339-A, Beyond Selfies, Practicum in Digital Narrative, 3 cr. 
COM 220, Understanding Film, 3 cr., Prof. R. Leone 
ENG 220, Introductory Topics in Literature, 3 cr., Prof. W. Peek 
This LC, team taught with Video Production Specialist JP Kitson, offers students the opportunity to examine the art of filmmaking and evolution of 
visual storytelling.  Then, students, working in teams, will acquire and hone their digital production skills and tell their own stories, culminating in a 
screening event for the entire Stonehill community. 
 
LC 340-A, Economy and Business Practices of Cuba, 3 cr. TRAVEL LC 
BUS 333, Organizational Behavior, 3 cr., Prof. J. Lee  
BUS 336, International Business, 4 cr., Prof. J. Swanson 
Students begin by conducting research on an aspect of Cuban economics or business practices that they find interesting and teach what they learn 
to their peers. This mirrors the preparation that a business would conduct to initiate a foreign project. Travel to Cuba will allow students to 
understand how realistic their research impressions were, and to confront the current reality of the country. After returning to Stonehill, a video is 
prepared by the entire class to allow students to process their collective learning prior to writing their final reflection paper--what they learned 
through the LC. 
 
NOTE: Since participating in this learning community involves travel, you will incur additional costs.  Soon after being enrolled in this Learning 
Community, you will be asked to attend a mandatory meeting, at which timing and travel logistics will be discussed, including estimated costs.  
After this meeting, you will have just a few days to decide whether you can remain in the learning community or not.  However, once you have 
decided to remain, you will be responsible for all additional costs and these will be incorporated into your semester bill.  Student Financial Services 
will review your file and, if you are eligible for additional aid, you will receive a revised award letter via e-mail from Student Financial Services. 
 
LC 341-A, Catholic History, Theology, and Literature, 1850 to Today, 1 cr. 
ENG 347-A, Topics in Catholicism and Literature: The Church and the Modern World, 3 cr., Prof. G. Piggford, CSC 
REL 310-A, The Catholic Church-1850 to Present: History and Theology, 3 cr., Prof. R. Gribble, CSC 
This Learning Community engages with Catholic literature, history, and theology since the mid-nineteenth century, a tumultuous period in the 
world and in the Roman Catholic Church.  We will examine the articulation of Papal infallibility and clarification of Church doctrine in the 
nineteenth century, the modernist crisis of the early twentieth, Catholic life and doctrine at mid-century, and the reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council.  The LC then turns its attention to the Post-Conciliar period and its controversies. History and theology will provide students with a solid 
grounding in the development of the Church during this period and in Catholic doctrine.  Literary texts and films will be used to flesh out Catholic 
life and consciousness over the last 150 years.  Students will take two 3-credit courses and a 1-credit Integrative Seminar, in which each participant 
will pursue a project on contemporary Catholic thought.  
 
NOTE:  This LC allows students to fulfill a Catholic Intellectual Traditions requirement along with the LC requirement of the Cornerstone Program. 
(Pending approval of new Religious Studies course by Curriculum Committee.) 


