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CRN #    Spring 2016 First-Year Seminar Course Descriptions 
 
These Courses are only open to students who have not completed their First-Year Seminar Requirement. 
 
STANDARD LEVEL 
 

40678 ENG 143-A, FYS: Literature and the American South      4 credits 
 Prof. G. Piggford, CSC 

This course looks at literature about the American South from the colonial era through contemporary culture. We will particularly 
focus on race and gender in literature and film about the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the emergence of the "New South." 
 

Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 
40679 HIS 130-A, FYS: The Way We Never Were: American Family History     4 credits 

Prof. T. Gernes 
This seminar focuses on the changing American family, its myths and realities, and places it in historical, cultural, economic, and 
philosophic contexts. What are the consequences of the many illusions and fallacies that Americans have generated around family 
life?  Frequent short writing assignments, multimedia blogging, and archival labs based on primary sources will be part of the fabric of 
this course, which will conclude with making digital stories, short films based on individual family history. 
 

Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 
 
40701 PHL 113-A, FYS: Philosophy: What Does it All Mean?      4 credits 
 Prof. B. O’Sullivan      

In this course, we will examine some perennial issues in philosophy, including the nature of the self, knowledge, friendship and love, 
tragedy, and freedom and justice.   
 

Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40587 REL 112-A, FYS: Saints and Sinners in Church History      4 credits 
 Prof. R. Gribble, CSC 

Saints and sinners, much like victors and vanquished in war, are often determined by those who triumph in Church conflicts. This 
course will address several Church controversies throughout the 2000 years of its history, review the issues and debates that arose 
through the reading of primary and secondary sources, and who in the end were considered victors, saints, and the vanquished, 
sinners, in Church history. 
 

Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 
 
CENTRIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
 
40671 WRI 241-A, FYS: The Art of the Essay        4 credits 
 Prof. R. Prakasam 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore the 
flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing that 
demonstrates mastery of the essay form.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
40672 WRI 241-B, FYS: The Art of the Essay        4 credits 
 Prof. J. Lee 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore the 
flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing that 
demonstrates mastery of the essay form.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
BASIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
 

40667 WRI 141-A, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
 Prof. J. Chichetto, CSC 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 


