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CRN #    Spring 2017 First-Year Seminar Course Descriptions 
 
These courses are only open to students who have not completed their First-Year Seminar Requirement. 
 
STANDARD LEVEL 
 
40623 COM 110-A, FYS: Navigating Media Landscape      4 credits 
 Prof. A. Paradise 

This course will provide an overview of the history, structure, performance, content, effects, and future of mediated communication, 
including issues of media ownership, regulation, and media literacy. As a first-year writing-intensive seminar, students will engage in 
frequent writing assignments, rigorous analysis of texts, critical thinking, and information literacy.  Open to First-Year Students only.   
This course is the equivalent to COM 107 Mediated Communication. 

 
40285 ENG 128-A, FYS: Wonderlands        4 credits 
 Prof. L. Scales 

This class investigates the diverse religions of the ancient Mediterranean world (ca. 600 BCE-400CE), including Greek and Roman 
religions, formative Judaism, and the earliest Christianity. The course explores the history and development of these traditions by 
examining topics related to issues of ritual, myth, sacred space, gender, and concepts of divinity within each group. Particular focus is 
placed on the ways in which these groups influenced one another and reshaped cultural and religious landscapes through competitive 
interaction. Through a critical analysis of the sources students will begin to understand the practices, beliefs, and experiences of the 
Greco-Roman world and the communities that produced them.   Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

 
40157 HIS 130-A, FYS: The Way We Never Were: American Family History    4 credits 
 Prof. T. Gernes 

This seminar focuses on the changing American family, its myths and realities, and places it in historical, cultural, economic, and 
philosophic contexts. What are the consequences of the many illusions and fallacies that Americans have generated around family 
life?  Frequent short writing assignments, multimedia blogging, and archival labs based on primary sources will be part of the fabric of 
this course, which will conclude with making digital stories, short films based on individual family history.  Open to First-Year Students 
only. 
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40225 PHL 114-A, FYS: Our Bodies, Ourselves       4 credits 
Prof. M. Mitchell 
This course explores some of the questions that are raised by recognizing that we are not just minds- we are embodied 
creatures.  How should we organize society to provide for our bodily needs?  Should we worry about the death of our bodies?  Are our 
minds and our bodies really different?  Open to First-Year Students only.   
Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 

 
40749 REL 122-A, FYS: Pilgrimage and Passage: Religion as “Sacred” Journey    4 credits 
 Prof. S. Wilbricht, CSC  

The course begins with the premise that all religions are at their best when they are “betwixt and between,” living in the threshold, 
open to new and unexpected horizons. After a close reading of the Book of Exodus, which will provide the opportunity to identify various 
themes associated with ritual passage, we will concentrate primarily on the study of the three chief monotheistic religions of Semitic 
origin: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The course will end with a brief exploration of Hinduism and Buddhism. Through comparative 
analysis of these religions, we will strive to determine similarities and differences in particular approaches to God, worship, institution, 
and moral conduct.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 
 

 
CENTRIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
 
40738 WRI 110-A, FYS: Writing in New Media       4 credits 
 Prof. A. Brecke 

Let’s face it, writing in the 21st century is accomplished online. This course explores reading and writing across social media and other 
web spaces through genre study, cultural analysis, and real-world practice. Through posts, tweets, blogs, emails, and texts students will 
hone valuable skills necessary in the twenty-first century thought-place. Creating web-based resumes and professional avatars will also 
be discussed.  Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  This course provides enhanced writing support.   
Open to First-Year Students only. 
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40739 WRI 111-A, FYS: The Supernatural in Contemporary Pop Culture     4 credits 
 Prof. H. Sadler 

We live in a world haunted by the fantastic. Vampires, werewolves, witches, fairies, ghosts, and even caped crusaders invade our 
everyday lives through entertainment media and advertising. This course will look at how these familiar creatures evolved and what 
they can teach us about history, culture, and ourselves.  This course provides enhanced writing support.   
Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
40609 WRI 241-A, FYS: The Art of the Essay        4 credits 
 Prof. J. Lee 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore the 
flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing that 
demonstrates mastery of the essay form.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
40740 WRI 246-A, FYS: Writing Diverse Lives       4 credits 
 Prof. J. Kim 

An exploration of autobiography as literature, history, and cultural critique.  Critical analysis of how writers transform and synthesize 
life experience into compelling prose.  In addition to reading and analyzing autobiographies and autobiographical essays, this course 
will serve as an introduction to the craft of life writing.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students 
only. 

 
BASIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
 
40606 WRI 141-A, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
 Prof. J. Chichetto, CSC 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 


