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CRN #    Spring 2015 First-Year Seminar Course Descriptions 
 
STANDARD LEVEL 
 
40627 ECO 111-A, FYS: The Undercover Economist - cancelled 

Prof. S. Mulholland 
Economics is the study of how to get the most out of life and to help others to do so as well.  Your mission, if you choose to 
accept it, is to develop your economic lens, seek out various mysteries that surround us, and discover both the seen and 
unseen.  Fulfills the Cornerstone Social Scientific Inquiry Requirement, and is the equivalent to ECO 176 Microeconomic 
Principles. 

 
40166 ENG 128-A, FYS: Wonderlands 
 Prof. L. Scales 

A portal opens to another world: what wonders will we find there? In this course, we will travel down rabbit holes, through 
secret doorways, across borders, and back in time, encountering the stuff of dreams—and sometimes nightmares. Along the 
way, we will ask what these alternate realities tell us about our own world and our own imaginations. Texts may include: 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, J.M. Barrie’s Peter and Wendy, 
The Wachowskis’ The Matrix, Neil Gaiman’s Coraline, Hayao Miyazaki’s Spirited Away, Guillermo Del Toro’s Pan’s Labyrinth, 
Octavia Butler’s Kindred, and short works by Margaret Cavendish, Jorge Luis Borges, Ray Bradbury, and Adrienne Rich.  Only 
open to First-Year Students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

 
40167 ENG 131-A, FYS: Extreme Makeovers: Transformative Texts - cancelled 
 Prof. S. Gracombe 

From Ovid’s Metamorphoses to Transformers and The Princess Diaries, Western culture has long been fascinated by extreme 
makeovers.  What accounts for this ongoing appeal?  To answer this question, this first year seminar will examine 
transformations in literature as diverse as the Greek myth of Circe and Odysseus, Bram Stoker’s vampire novel Dracula, and 
Rebecca West’s psychological war story Return of the Solider.  What do these extreme makeovers reveal about gender, 
psychology, sexuality, and otherness at different moments in history?  In particular, what do they suggest about the boundaries 
between the human and the animal?  About the process of growing up?  About the transformative power of desire, for better 
or worse?  While we will focus on literary depictions of transformation, we will also examine the transformative potential of 
literature itself.  Only open to First-Year Students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40265 HIS 113-A, FYS: Faith and Violence in Early Modern Europe 
 Prof. A. Houston 

This course introduces students to college-level historical research within a specific topical framework: religious violence, 
persecution and conflict in post-Reformation Europe. Using primary and secondary readings, students will analyze the 
willingness to kill (inquisitions, witch hunts, religious warfare), the willingness to die (martyrdom), and the emergence of 
religious toleration and coexistence.  Considered a European History.  This course counts towards Elementary Education 
licensure.  Only open to First-Year Students that have not completed the History Cornerstone requirement.   
 

40298 PHL 113-A, FYS: Philosophy: What Does it All Mean? 
 Prof. E. McGushin 
40299 PHL 113-B, FYS: Philosophy: What Does it All Mean? 

Prof. B. O’Sullivan 
In this course, we will examine some perennial issues in philosophy, including the nature of the self, knowledge, friendship and 
love, tragedy, and freedom and justice.  Only open to First-Year Students that have not completed the Philosophy Cornerstone 
requirement.  

 
40602 REL 112-A, FYS: Saints and Sinners in Church History 
 Prof. R. Gribble, CSC 

Saints and sinners, much like victors and vanquished in war, are often determined by those who triumph in Church conflicts. 
This course will address several Church controversies throughout the 2000 years of its history, review the issues and debates 
that arose through the reading of primary and secondary sources, and who in the end were considered victors, saints, and the 
vanquished, sinners, in Church history.  Only open to students that have not completed the Religious Studies Cornerstone 
requirement. 
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CENTRIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
  
40702 WRI 110-A, FYS: Writing in New Media 
 Prof. H. Sadler 

Let’s face it, writing in the 21st century is accomplished online. This course explores reading and writing across social media 
and other web spaces through genre study, cultural analysis, and real-world practice. Through posts, tweets, blogs, emails, and 
texts students will hone valuable skills necessary in the twenty-first century thought-place. Creating web-based resumes and 
professional avatars will also be discussed.  Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  This course provides 
enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
40707 WRI 241-A, FYS: Art of the Essay 
 TBA Instructor 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore 
the flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing 
that demonstrates mastery of the essay form. 

 
  
BASIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
  
40703 WRI 141-A, FYS: Intro. to College Writing 
 Prof. J. Chichetto, CSC 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical 

reading, and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to 
gain more confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced 
writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 


