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1 2   s T o N e h i l l  a l u m N i  m a g a z i N e

i BeCAMe A JOurNALiST BeCAuSe: I 
wanted and loved to write, and since I 
didn’t have a family trust fund, I knew I 
would need a weekly paycheck. 

MOST BizArre STOry THAT i COVereD: 
Two early stories come to mind, both 
involving Colossus the Gorilla, then a 
resident at Benson’s Animal Farm in 
Hudson, N.H. In the first story, zoo 
officials hoping to impregnate a female 
gorilla in another zoo were using an 
electric shock-like device to extract 
what they needed from dear Colossus 
and invited reporters to witness the 
procedure. It was a most bizarre press 
event. In the second story, the zoo 
launched a campaign to put the gorilla 
on the New Hampshire presidential 
primary ballot. I was at the zoo to cover 
the press conference and take a photo  
of Colossus, who wouldn’t stay put  
for a photo. When I noticed he had 
become still in the corner, I raised my 
camera to take a shot. Zoo officials 
quickly shoved me to one side. That’s 

when I heard a splat against the wall 
behind me. It seemed Colossus liked to 
fling dung when he got agitated. I’m 
convinced he remembered me from that 
initial embarrassing event and this was 
his revenge.

CriMe STOry THAT STiLL HAuNTS 
Me: The slayings of drug-addicted 
women whose bodies were found along 
highways in Greater New Bedford. The 
women, some prostitutes, were killed in 
1988, and the case remains unsolved. 
Every time I drive by the spots along the 
highways where the women were found, 
I think of the victims’ families and 
remember a killer is still on the loose.

JOurNALiSM THeN VerSuS NOW: 
Newsrooms were much larger when I 
started; there was a sense of history and 
institutional memory. It was exciting: 
people were yelling, laughing, smoking, 
grumbling. More papers were family 
owned, and there was a stronger feeling 
of community commitment because of 

it. Newsrooms were closed groups, and 
what was said there stayed there (thank 
goodness). The downside was there  
were fewer women on the news side  
and even fewer in managerial roles 
compared with today.

PriNT Or ONLiNe? I read news in both 
mediums, but I still love the feel of 
newsprint and the look of the print 
newspaper. Print is easier to read, and 
your eye may catch a story on the page 
you may not click onto online. 

i STArTeD TeACHiNG BeCAuSe: I was 
looking for a challenge in the journalism 
field and really enjoy working with 
young reporters. 

WOrDS OF ADViCe FOr FuTure 
JOurNALiSTS: Learn as much as you 
can about everything because you never 
know when you may need to know it. 
Guaranteed: the stuff you don’t know 
is the stuff you will have to know—and 
that includes math.

ace reporter
ASSiSTANT PrOFeSSOr of Communication Maureen Boyle is 
an award-winning journalist with decades of experience at 
New England newspapers. She covered the crime beat for 
The Enterprise of Brockton for a dozen years before leaving 
that post to teach full time at Stonehill in 2010. Boyle was 
named Journalist of the Year three times by the New England 
Press Association for her work at The Standard-Times of 
New Bedford and The Enterprise, earned first place honors 
for investigative reporting from that same group and won the 
Community Reporter Award twice from the New England 
Society of Newspaper Editors. At Stonehill, she serves as the 
director of journalism and advises The Summit. Here, Boyle 
recalls a crime story that still haunts her, admits her preference 
for newsprint and recounts a run-in with a sensitive gorilla.  
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