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#36Teaching and Learning Strategies Seminar

Name David  Sander

Email dsander@stonehill.edu

Department History

Typically, participants are awarded a
course release in order to make time for
their participation in the seminar.
However, in select cases, we will consider
awarding a stipend instead of a course
release if the applicant's department can't
cover the course release. 

Please indicate whether you will be
requesting a course release or stipend if
you're chosen to participate in the
seminar:

Stipend

Has your chair sent an email to the
Director of the CTL indicating his or her
support of your application and
willingness to find coverage for your
course reduction (if you are requesting
one)?

No

In which semester would you prefer to
participate in the seminar?

Fall

Project Title Play as an Element in World History Pedagogy

Project Proposal (500-750 words, including a rationale, project description, a discussion of the benefit to the
Stonehill community, and your "community outreach plan") -- see full requirements on the CTL website.

Rationale: 
Students have often been so numbed to history as regurgitation of facts, that they arrive in a world history
survey class ready to hunker down in an intellectual crouch position. Even when they are challenged to ask and
respond to larger questions, these do not remove the pressure (felt by them) to learn and memorize a sequence
of data points nor the pressure (felt by the teacher) to “cover the curriculum” in fourteen weeks. Any frame we
might make for a survey course in world history ends up demanding a seemingly impossible task: interacting
with an endlessly complex and fascinating subject without glossing over, oversimplifying or neglecting most of it
due to these anxieties. 
On the larger scale, “world history” has been commandeered as an effective tool to serve ideological purposes,
creating and reinforcing an unquestioned picture of the past. History in this sense becomes a kind of mental
liturgy. I am intrigued by the art historian Oleg Grabar’s juxtaposition of the “ludic” or playful and “liturgical” or
formal/sacramental elements in artistic images. The liturgical often is associated more with “realism” and
rationality than the ludic, and therefore remains privileged, whereas the ludic elements are the means of
aesthetic involvement, originality and open-endedness.

Description:
As a teacher of world history courses I would like to explore the connection between pedagogical and intellectual
challenges of world history, to increase the freedom, creativity and intellectual agency involved in a world history
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classroom and beyond. I have already published an article on “Creativity in Religious Studies Teaching”, and
would like to continue my exploration of this topic in the discipline of History.
I have become interested in the work of a.) selected film-makers b.) scholars of history and film, and c.) authors
like Eduardo Galeano to create meaningful history that is grounded in well-researched primary historical data
while at the same time opening up non-linear, imaginative, poetic, participatory and otherwise ludic methods. I
envision researching the subject of creative world history pedagogy from a variety of angles. 

Benefit:
I anticipate that this project would be of immediate benefit to students in my classes, as well as others who
would be involved in or otherwise experience the creative outcomes of student projects. Even one creative shift
in method provides a unique opportunity for learning. Overall, I am somehow convinced that the pedagogical
questions underlying this project are relevant to global problems of intercultural communication and dialogue,
intellectual freedom, creativity and social justice. Like most educational efforts, engaging young people in
creative challenges will pay off in unforeseeable ways.

Outreach: 
In addition to new methods and materials in my classrooms, I would orient my efforts toward one or more
engaging presentations to/dialogues with colleagues as well as a professional publication. 

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed
as an attachment to Stephanie DesRosiers
(sdesrosiers@stonehill.edu)

Created

1 Dec 2014
1:58:09 PM

PUBLIC

70.20.28.19
IP Address

http://ip-address-lookup-v4.com/ip/70.20.28.19

