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A Teacher’s Gift



Sing Along  Chapel Choir members Christopher 
Bray ’16 and Kayla Frazer ’18 at practice in the Chapel of 
Mary in February. This past winter, the choir spent five 
days on tour in Ireland, performing in local churches as 
well as famous locations like Kylemore Abbey and Galway 
Cathedral. Fifty members strong—up from seven a couple 
of years ago—the choir also sings at 7 p.m. Mass in the 
Chapel of Mary every Sunday.
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Cover: Nicole Bollerman ’10 with her UP Academy 
students [clockwise] Calvin Sangster Jr., Jasmine 
Martin, Mikel Hopkins and Fatumata Fofana.
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Seeking and Wandering
THERE IS A LINE from Tolkien’s Fellowship of the Ring that 
appeals to me: “Not all those who wander are lost.” 

From experience, I know our wanderings can provide 
us with rich opportunities to learn, grow and become more 
aware of our values, hopes and potential. I often share these 
words with students, encouraging them to step off the beaten 
path and embrace the unexpected. In this issue, you will meet 
alumni who are taking risks, seizing unexpected opportunities 
and finding many ways to give back. 

In our lead story [p. 14], third grade teacher Nicole 
Bollerman ’10 took a chance, entered a contest and won a 
major financial prize, which she promptly donated to UP 
Academy in Dorchester, where she teaches. Her selfless 
generosity was all about helping the students at UP Academy 
get the best education possible. 

In “Must See TV” [p. 20], two alumni participated in 
popular television competition shows. Last year, Micah 
Christian ’06—who had put his dream of a singing career on 
hold—took advantage of the opportunity when “America’s 
Got Talent” came calling. He and his group, Sons of Serendip, 
reached the finals and broke into the music scene in a major 
way. At first, entrepreneur Brad Scudder ’04 hesitated to 
appear on “Shark Tank” with his business partner. Looking 
more closely at the opportunity, he saw the publicity and 
marketing value of participating. He took a risk and secured a 
lucrative deal that is helping his business to prosper. 

In the essay “Lasting Influence” [p. 41], Thomas 
MacDonald ’80 reflects on what he calls his “shoddy academic 
performance.” However, he also notes the impact of History 
Professor Rosemary Twoomey’s demanding 20th Century 
Values class, which introduced him to detective novels.
MacDonald’s wanderings eventually brought him back to 
crime fiction and his love of writing. Today, he has written two 
successful novels and is working on a third.

Life, of course, requires balance, which is why, in “Now 
What? Tips on Navigating Finances Post Graduation” [p. 24], 
there is practical advice for young alumni on how to be fiscally 
prudent and avoid debt.

Since our first Commencement in 1952, our graduates have 
gone out into the world and accomplished amazing things in 
their careers and personal lives. On May 17, when I address 
the senior class before they depart, I will encourage them 
always to allow some room for wandering in their lives. 

I hope you enjoy all of the stories of alumni 
accomplishment and success in the magazine. As always, I 
welcome your voice, engagement and support of the College. 

 
Sincerely in Holy Cross,

(Rev.) John Denning, C.S.C. 
President
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Black Mass: Pulitzer Prize-winning 
alumnus Gerard O’Neill ’64 reports 
that the film version of his bestseller 
Black Mass—about Boston gangster 
Whitey Bulger—will hit movie screens 
in September. In it, Johnny Depp plays 
Bulger while Benedict Cumberbatch 
plays his brother Billy. 

Bag Toss: The Alumni Office introduced a set of 
Stonehill cornhole boards at Alumni Day in January. 
Created by Jeffrey Cuqua ’09 from New England 
Custom Cornhole, these boards will also be featured 
at many future alumni events. 

Literary or Not: For Ryan DiFalco ’16, 
the most influential people in his life 
at Stonehill are “Itzy” and “J-Dawg.”  
They also happen to be his English 
professors Daniel Itzkovitz and Jared 
Green. As he noted in Rolling Stonehill, 
“They taught my LC [Learning 
Community] during my sophomore 
year, and it was the best experience of 
my life. Not only that, but I know  
I can always go to them for whatever 
problem, literary or not. They’re good 
people.” 

Local Ties: With the campus straddling 
the Easton-Brockton line, we note the 
large number of alumni who live in 
both communities—496 in Easton and 
430 in Brockton. 

Heard on the Hill  Eight notable Stonehill tidbits

Trivia Graduation March: 
Approximately how many footsteps 
does it take to get from the top  
of the Donahue steps to the bottom  
of the hill?    A) 165  B) 250  C) 400  

To see if your guess is correct, turn to 
“Commencement 1-64” on p. 18.

Free Charging: Electric car 
owners can now charge 
their cars at a station 
behind the Sports Complex. 

There is no cost for using the station, 
which our solar partner, Solect Energy 
Development, underwrote. 

Still Growing: With a new hoop 
greenhouse or over-wintering 
structure, The Farm at Stonehill has 
been growing winter greens like 
spinach and kale despite subfreezing 
temperatures. The produce is delivered 
to local food pantries and families in 
need. The hoop greenhouse was fully 
funded thanks to support from the 
Class of 1964 as well as a second year 
of funding from the Harold Brooks 
Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., 
Co-Trustee. 

On the Menu: On its breakfast menu,  
The Farmer’s Daughter in Easton has 
an egg special called the Stonehill. 
For $4.95, the toasted bagel sandwich 
comes with a choice of fried or 
scrambled eggs layered with Vermont 
cheddar cheese. Additional toppings 
such as tomato, sprouts, avocado, 
sausage and bacon can also be piled on!
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Learning 
Community Leads 
to Major Fellowship
FOR ECONOMICS and environmental 
studies major Thomas Gumbley ’16 
one thing led to another. 
 First, he went to the Everglades for 
his Swamp Walks and Roadside Shrines 
Learning Community (LC) last winter, 
which opened his eyes to environmental 
justice inequalities and sparked his 
interest in the field. 

“I got to canoe in the mangroves, 
wade out in the water to a cypress 
dome, meet members of the Miccosukee 
tribe and learn about the struggle of 

low-income workers in Immokalee, 
which is the center of the region’s 
agriculture industry,” says Gumbley of 
his course in the Everglades. 

“I thought about how these 
workers had no other choice but to 
continue working in the fields, exposing 
themselves to the long-term health 
risks of pesticides in order to support 
their families,” he explains. Seeing this 
conflict influenced Gumbley in his 
career choice. 

Upon Gumbley’s return from the 
LC, he was then encouraged by Dean of 
Academic Achievement Craig Almeida 
and Environmental Studies Program 
Director Susan Mooney ’82 to apply 
for a Greater Research Opportunities 
(GRO) Fellowship for Undergraduate 

>> ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
Thomas Gumbley ’16 receives 
$50,000 fellowship from the EPA.

Environmental Study from the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

With Almeida and Mooney guiding 
him through the competitive application 
process, Gumbley secured the $50,000 
fellowship. The GRO Fellowship’s 
objective is to encourage undergraduates 
to continue their education beyond the 
baccalaureate level and pursue careers 
that address environmental problems.  
 Gumbley is the first Stonehill student 
to receive this fellowship, which will 
support his final two years at the College 
and includes an internship with an EPA-
funded research project.

“Tom’s receipt of the EPA 
GRO Fellowship is a tremendous 
accomplishment and a wonderful 
acknowledgment of what he’s done, the 

potential for what he is capable of and 
likely to achieve,” notes Almeida

Combining his love for the 
environment with economics, Gumbley 
plans to pursue a Ph.D. in economics, 
focusing on environmental economics. 

“My life goal is to be able to use 
the field of economics to help troubled 
areas that are regarded as ‘environmental 
justice communities,’” he says. “I’d like 
to study the effect of environmental 
regulations and laws to ensure that 
all communities, regardless of racial 
demographics, number of immigrants 
or average income, have access to clean 
water, land and air and are protected 
from environmental pollution.”

“My life goal is to be 
able to use...economics 
to help troubled areas 
that are regarded as 
‘environmental justice 
communities.’”
—Thomas Gumbley ’16 
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Current Position: Associate 
Director of Planning and 
Institutional Research

Past Positions: Associate Vice 
President for Student Affairs; 
Director of Intercultural Affairs

Years at Stonehill: 23

How I recognize student 
success: For me, it’s the students’ 
ability to succeed academically 
while living out the mission 
that challenges each student to 
“think, lead and act with courage 
toward creating a just and 
compassionate world,” a world 
that requires engagement with 
others; advocates for the poor 
and marginalized in our society; 
and appreciates and values what 
others bring to the table. 

Something people don’t know 
about me: I’m shy. Positions over 
the years have pushed me into the 
spotlight, but basically I am more 
comfortable working out my soul 
salvation in the background.  

Proudest moments at Stonehill: 
There are two: 2004 serving as the 
Commencement moderator, which 
was the same year my daughter 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree 
in biochemistry, and 2012, when my 
granddaughter was accepted to the 
Class of 2016. 

While working here, I have learned:  
No one is an island unto him/herself.  
It takes different beliefs, values and 
thoughts to make Stonehill a great 
place to work, as well as a great 
environment in which to live and learn.

What I’d like to see happen here:  
Stonehill is unique, with roots that 
reflect how the College served the 
children of blue-collar workers. My 
prayer is that we continue to serve as  
a beacon of “light and hope” for 
students who otherwise might not 
have an opportunity for higher 
education. 

Best spot on campus: My office!  
I offer it as a safe haven for students 
and anyone else who just needs a 
listening ear.

quick chat 
Jean Hamler Cave Clean Up

AS PART OF a popular public tour last 
semester, Ellen Edgerton ’17 [above, in pink] 
and Susan Wall from the Center for Writing 
and Academic Achievement explored the 
historic area called Stone House Hill, from 
which Stonehill takes its name. 

Located on the southeast side of campus 
near the Easton-Brockton line, the area 
has long been neglected but is undergoing 
a restoration thanks to retired Associate 
Academic Dean Richard Grant, Assistant 
Archivist Jonathan Green ’10, Drew 
Fitzgibbon ’16, Assistant Professor of 
Religious Studies Nathaniel DesRosiers ’15 
and Assistant to the Director of Academic 
Development Stephanie DesRosiers. 

With others, they are removing trash, 
overgrowth and graffiti, with the goal of 
preserving the site and making it more 
accessible. The area is a series of rock 
formations created as glaciers receded during 
the last Ice Age. The formation pictured 
above is in the shape of a tent, creating a 
sheltered area resembling a cave. Legend 
suggests that during Metacom’s War (1675-
1676), Wampanoag leader King Philip used 
this rocky enclosure as a camp, but no 
evidence exists to substantiate this claim. 

To participate in the restoration of Stone 
House Hill, email Green at jgreen2@stonehill.
edu or Grant at dgrant@stonehill.edu.
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AROUND CAMPUS

Summit Issues
Newspaper Celebrates 65 Years

THE FIRST ISSUE of The Summit appeared 
during the second year of the College’s 
existence. Published on Thursday, Nov. 3, 
1949, it was a slim four page bulletin of news 
and campus information and, in explaining 
the name of the College’s student newspaper, 
the editors wrote:

The ideals of Stonehill are those of all Catholic 
education, the seeking of God first, and then the 
pursuance of earthly knowledge. The Catholic 
educator, then, teaches from the SUMMIT of a hill, 
where he can not only examine the works and 
ways of men, but also look up, with an unhindered 
vision, to God. 

Now in its 65th year, The Summit is still 
going strong. It boasts more pages, a Web 
presence and a broadcast component called 
Sky News. Here we showcase a sampling of the 
newspaper’s front pages through the decades.

FEB. 22, 1993: Professors Susan 
Mooney ’82, Peter Beisheim 
and Maura (Geens) Tyrrell ’64 
propose an interdisciplinary 
environmental studies minor.

APRIL 5, 1967: The 
Debating Team places 
third in the district 
tournament, ahead 
of Harvard, Brandeis 
and 27 other colleges, 
and preps for the 
national tournament 
in Chicago.

IN ITS FIRST issue, the paper 
reports on the appointment of 
Rev. Francis Boland, C.S.C., as 
Stonehill’s second president, 
succeeding Rev. George Benaglia, 
C.S.C., who established the 
College in its first year.  

NOV. 19, 2009: One hundred 
doses of the H1N1 vaccine 
against the flu, which was 
widespread at the time, are 
being distributed on campus. 
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At the Helm

MORE THAN 50 alumni have held the editor-
in-chief position at The Summit. Below, three 
of them share insights and memories of their 
tenure at the helm of the paper.

“What I remember most 
is the great camaraderie 
among the editors, 
especially on layout night. 
We would all stay up to 

the wee hours, listening to 
music, eating takeout from the 

caf and working hard to design the paper 
and proofread the articles. We would all be 
exhausted the next day, but we’d get a great 
feeling when we saw students reading the 
finished product.” 
— Sarah (Corrigan) Murray ’05 
Content Manager at TripAdvisor.com

“When I first walked into The Summit 
office as a freshman in 1968, I had no idea 
that it would lead to a career that I’ve found 
immensely satisfying and also to several 
lifelong friendships. My work as 
a student journalist made 
me more effective in 
dealing with reporters as 
head of communications 
at Boston University, 
and my work as editor 
helped to develop skills that I’ve used as 
an administrator and as a lecturer teaching 
communications to undergraduate and 
graduate students.” 
— Kevin Carleton ’72 
Special Assistant to the President for 
Communications at Boston University

“Working as editor-in-
chief of The Summit was a 
critical part of my Stonehill 
experience. It gave me the 
opportunity to hunt for 

my own stories, manage a 
team of great writers and see 

what it’s like to be a part of a well-read news 
source. Most importantly, working on The 
Summit gave me a taste of real-world news 
writing and where news is headed in the 
future.” 
—Jessica Kennedy ’12 
Site Editor at TechDecisions Media

SEPT. 20, 2001:  
The College’s 
response to the 9/11 
attack, in which four 
members of the 
Stonehill community 
lost their lives.

JAN. 21, 2015: Death 
of Navy SEAL William 
“Blake” Marston ’07 
in a training accident 
is reported.

MAY 25, 1951: The boxed 
caption reads, “Things’ll 
be different when you 
come back,” a reminder 
that women will join the 
student body in the next 
academic year. 

DEC. 16, 1970: The 
chart notes salary 
increases for full, 
associate and assistant 
professors but none 
for instructors.

APRIL 16, 1980:  
A new internship 
program is offered 
for business majors 
seeking practical 
experience.
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Does Everything 
Happen for a 
Reason?
MOST OF US believe everything happens 
for a reason. Whether it’s “God’s will,” 
“karma” or “fate,” we want to believe 
that an overarching purpose undergirds 
everything, that nothing in the world—
especially a disaster or tragedy—is a 
random, meaningless event.  

This question was on the table at 
Stonehill during the “Abraham’s Dice” 
conference in November. Eleven major 
scholars, including holders of prestigious 
chairs at Oxford and Cambridge 
universities and the University of Basel, 
shared their research and thoughts.

Cambridge cosmologist John Barrow 
opened the conference with a keynote 
address, “Is the Universe Complex 
or Simple?” Barrow noted that very 
simple laws of physics—like the law of 
gravity—produce complicated outcomes. 

An ordered collection of pencils standing 
upright will fall into a messy pile, even 
though the gravitational force making 
them fall is simple and symmetric. 

Peter Harrison, from the University 
of Queensland in Australia and former 
holder of the chair of science & religion 
at Oxford, highlighted the problems that 
Charles Darwin created for Christianity 
with the theory of evolution. Darwin 
argued—as evolutionists still do—that 
genuine randomness was at the heart 
of evolution. This was a problem for 
both science, which believed nature 
followed orderly laws, and Christianity, 
which believed God had created all life 
purposefully. 

Bestselling author Jennifer Michael 
Hecht pointed out that the Judeo-
Christian tradition has been wrestling 
with questions of divine purpose for 
millennia. Although the Bible generally 
affirms that God blesses the righteous 
in an orderly way, the story of Job is 
a powerful counterexample. Job was 

“upright” and followed God’s law 
faithfully. But he experienced the most 
terrible disasters, from the loss of his 
health to the death of his children. The 
achingly beautiful but tragic story of 
Job pushes back against the idea that 
“everything happens for a reason.”

The conference—which enjoyed a 
high level of student engagement—was 
supported by a $200,000 grant that 
the John Templeton Foundation had 
awarded to Karl Giberson, Stonehill’s 
scholar-in-residence in science & 
religion.

The achingly beautiful 
but tragic story of Job 
pushes back against the 
idea that “everything 
happens for a reason.”
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COFFEE CLASS An avid coffee drinker, Trisha 
Donadio ’17 believes that “going to class without 
coffee is sad, a fate that no one should have to 
endure.” Her drawing, which appeared in the student 
publication Rolling Stonehill last semester, captures 
that sentiment. A criminology major with a “visual 
brain,” Donadio enjoys drawing and finds “art playful, 
a way of showcasing what’s in your head.”

[L to R: Top,  Danny Federico, Tiara Sarjeant, Samuel Brammer ’16  
and Matt Wrick. Middle, Stephen Bennett, Marissa Moniz ’16, 
Joseph Baron and Ravi Dhameja ’15. Bottom, Morgan Pillar ’15 
and Alexandra McDonald.]  

BEST BUDDIES Students from Stonehill’s 
Best Buddies chapter volunteer at the House 
of Possibilities, which is dedicated to bringing 
to life the full potential of children and adults 
with developmental disabilities.
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Three Life Lessons 
from the Sea
ALEXIS JOHNSON ’16 spent seven weeks 
on a 134-foot research vessel off the coast 
of New Zealand as part of SEA Semester: 
A Global Ocean, a study abroad program 
offered by the Sea Education Association 
that allows students to explore the science of 
the ocean as well as the human relationship 
with the sea and its history and politics. 

The mathematics and environmental 
science double major learned a lot about the 
sea but possibly even more about herself. 
Johnson shares three life lessons from her 
ocean experience: 

LESSON 1: “I know it’s a cliché, but 
the biggest lesson I learned was that life is 
short—too short to not spend every second 
absolutely loving what you are doing. I 
have learned that I love being at sea; I love 
exploring and researching the oceans. I 
have realized that I need to do what I love. 
This is why I will be returning to sea after 
graduation and will possibly pursue a career 
in oceanography.” 

LESSON 2: “I embraced so many 
experiences—seeing the sun rise while on 
dawn watch, looking at the stars in the sky 
while on mid watch, watching dolphins play 
in the bioluminescence at the hull of the 
ship. It always seemed like the whole world 
would stop in these breathtaking moments.”

LESSON 3: “It’s easy to get caught up in 
finding a job or going to graduate school 
after graduation, but any study abroad 
experience will really make you take a step 
back and realize that there is so much out 
there and so little time. We will have so 
many years in our future to spend working 
and settling down, why rush that? Now is 
the time to explore the world and discover 
who you are.”

SHIPMATES: Alexis Johnson ’16 [left], with pal 
Heather Piekarz, a junior at Hamilton College, 
aboard the S.S.V. Robert C. Seamans, a 134-foot 
steel-hulled, brigantine-rigged sailboat.
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SKYHAWK TALK

Star Forward Heads  
to Deaflympics
SHE RECEIVED scholarship offers to 
attend Division I schools, but women’s 
basketball forward Victoria “Tori” Faieta 
’15, who has emerged as one of the top 
players in the Northeast-10 Conference, 
has zero regrets about choosing 
Stonehill.

“I wouldn’t take those Division I 
offers over Stonehill any day of the 
week” says Faieta, who scored her 
1,000th career point in just the second 
game of her senior year. 

While she will soon hang up her 
Stonehill jersey, Faieta will have the 
opportunity to represent America and 
travel to Taiwan next year and to Turkey 
in 2017 with the U.S. Deaflympic team.

At the age of four, Faieta was 
diagnosed with sensorineural hearing 
loss, the most common type of 
permanent hearing loss, but Stonehill 
Head Coach Trish Brown notes that her 
impairment has never defined who she is. 

“The minute she stepped into this 
program, she’s been the kid who you 
love to coach. What she has done 
overcoming her hearing challenge is 
incredible. Tori has never let that be 
any part of who she is on the basketball 
court. She has developed not only into a 
great player, but also a great leader for 
us,” says Brown.

While her hearing impairment does 
present some obstacles during games, 
Faieta says she is able to overcome them 
thanks to the support of her coaches 
and teammates through the use of hand 
signals and eye contact. 

One thing she can’t change is not 
being able to hear the referees’ whistles, 
but Faieta pokes fun at herself, laughing 
that she’ll “be running back after a foul 

is called.” Being able to laugh about 
things like that are key, she says. “You 
have to have humility, be able to make 
fun of yourself and just embrace your 
challenges.”

When she’s not playing basketball, 
Faieta is hard at work in the 
classroom as a graphic design major. 
“I love that it’s visual. I can use my 
creativity and not have to worry so 
much about hearing things.” 

The team’s faculty advisor, 

Communication Professor Anne 
Mattina, remembers first meeting Faieta 
when she was still in high school. “As a 
recruit, Tori attended one of my classes 
to see what a college classroom would be 
like. With patience, humor and grace, she 
helped me figure out assistive technology. 
I have come to realize that those three 
characteristics epitomize Tori’s approach 
to life; they are also what make her the 
successful student, athlete and person 
she is.”

SENIOR FORWARD Tori Faieta ’15 
has led Stonehill in rebounding 
each of the last three seasons. 
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Support your Skyhawks! Log on to stonehillskyhawks.com to get scores, 
schedules, news and more on all 20 varsity teams.
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Avid Supporter
KNOWN FOR HIS BOUNDLESS support of 
students and passion for teaching, Associate 
Professor of Sociology Christopher Wetzel 
is this year’s recipient of the Louise F. 
Hegarty Excellence in Teaching Award. In his 
forthcoming book Gathering the Potawatomi 
Nation: Revitalization and Identity, Wetzel 
acknowledges his Stonehill students in the 
introduction, noting that their classroom 
conversations “deepened and clarified” his 
thoughts as he wrote of how the scattered 
Potawatomis reclaimed their common 
heritage. Here, Wetzel shares why he chose  
to teach, the idea behind IDEAS and hiking  
in the Blue Hills.

I CHOSE TO STUDY SOCIOLOGY BECAUSE: I’m fascinated by 
the dynamic between structural forces that exist outside of 
individuals and the creative agency of groups. 

SOMETHING I LEARNED WHILE WRITING MY BOOK: How 
talented and thoughtful people are about their work. This 
was consistently true whether I was in communities talking 
with elected officials, program directors or tribal citizens 
as well as in all stages of the revision process working with 
editors, indexers and designers. 

WHY I DECIDED TO TEACH: Throughout graduate school, I 
explored some other career options, including doing applied 
research for a dot-com company and the federal government. 
Yet I found that I missed the ability to direct research 
projects, the engagement of being in a classroom and the 
chance to connect those conversations with students. 

I CHALLENGE MY STUDENTS BY: Creating spaces for them to 
pursue answers to questions that interest them. This is  the 
central premise of the Integrating Democratic Education 
at Stonehill (IDEAS) program I cofounded with Hailey 
Chalhoub ’13. Students spend a year working on developing 
and facilitating a class related to something about which 
they’re passionate. Regardless of whether the class is about 
sabermetrics or yoga or social justice, we’re all asking 
questions about what it means to be engaged learners.

SOMETHING I AM CURIOUS ABOUT: Why is change so hard? 
This question is at the heart of my teaching and research. I 
think about this related to structures of power, the ways in 
which groups make meaning and how communities do or 
don’t organize to make change. 

IN MY SPARE TIME, I LIKE TO: Read newspapers and hike. On 
the reading front, I keep up with state and local politics in the 
places I’ve lived over the years, so I layer on more newspapers 
whenever I move. Plus I get several tribal newspapers. In 
terms of hiking, it’s great to explore places near Boston, so a 
lot of walking through the Blue Hills and Middlesex Fells.

MY FAVORITE SAYING: There are two that I see as 
complementary. Frederick Douglass: “The whole history of 
the progress of human liberty shows that all concessions 
yet made to her august claims have been born of earnest 
struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agitating, all-
absorbing, and for the time being, putting all other tumults 
to silence. It must do this or it does nothing. If there is no 
struggle there is no progress.” The Dalai Lama: “Happiness is 
not something ready made. It comes from your own actions.” 
To me, struggle and optimism go together.
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Flannery 
O’Connor’s  
Profound Influence

IF YOU ASK Rev. George 
Piggford, C.S.C., 
associate professor 
of English, to come 
up with a Mount 

Rushmore of 20th 
century writers, Flannery 

O’Connor would be his first 
pick of the draft. 
 In fact, he’s spent nearly a decade 
becoming one of the leading scholars 
of the Georgia-born writer—a devotion 
that led to his speaking at O’Connor’s 
induction into the American Poets 
Corner in New York City this fall.  

Piggford doesn’t see O’Connor as 
just a storyteller. For him, O’Connor 
is a writer of remarkable depths. He 

was drawn towards studying her work 
after he finished his M.Div. degree 
at the University of Notre Dame. “I 
was looking for a way to incorporate 
theology and divinity,” says Piggford, 
noting that O’Connor’s work explores 
a number of themes, from sin and 
grace to the nature of evil. “She had 
a combination of intellect and a deep 
sense of faith.”

As interesting as O’Connor is as 
a writer, Piggford says that she’s a 
fascinating person to study outside 
of her prose. “I think she was an 
eccentric person,” he says. “She was 
always interested in out-of-the-ordinary 
situations and people.” 

O’Connor was the type of writer 
who transcends generations, says 
Piggford, adding that contemporary 
writers like Cormac McCarthy have 
been influenced by her work, as have 
television shows like “American Horror 
Story: Freak Show.” 

“Her influence is profound,” he 
says. Visit SAM online to read The New 
Yorker’s coverage of the induction. 

—Andrew Clark

Courtroom to 
Classroom

AS A PROSECUTOR, 
Kathleen Currul-
Dykeman always needed 
to think on her feet. “I 
had to try to keep the 
jury’s attention,” she 

recalls. Now an assistant 
professor of criminology, 

Currul-Dykeman says that she faces a 
similar challenge, although instead of  
engaging a jury, she strives to keep the 
focus of her students.

A former assistant district attorney 
for both Suffolk and Worcester counties, 
Currul-Dykeman aims to bring her 
practical experience to the classroom. “I 
always tell stories of the courtroom to 

help illustrate things and give real-life 
examples,” she says. 

Currul-Dykeman has created a 
class entitled Practicum: Victims in the 
Courtroom. This course gives students 
the chance to shadow victim advocates 
at the Plymouth County District Court 
in Brockton. 

In her eyes, there’s nothing quite 
like hands-on experience. “You literally 
see that ‘aha’ moment,” she says of the 
importance of students practicing what 
they’ve studied. “By having real life 
experiences, they are more engaged and 
draw connections all the time.”

Rather than just simply teach her 
class about the ins and outs of the legal 
world, Currul-Dykeman works to go 
the extra mile. She steers her students 
towards making a difference once 
they leave her classroom, whether it’s 

working with victims or going to law 
school. “It’s fun when you get to inspire 
and motivate someone to work in 
criminology,” she says. “You’re inspiring 
them to help people, as well as society 
and the justice system.”

—Andrew Clark
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  The Giver
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I
t started simply enough. On Facebook 
the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, 
Nicole Bollerman ’10 noticed a 
posting for a contest. Sponsored by 
the bank behemoth CapitalOne, it 
asked people to submit their wish for 
others with the promise of cash prizes 

for a handful of lucky winners.
A teacher at UP Academy, a two-year-

old charter school in Dorchester’s Geneva-
Bowdoin neighborhood, Bollerman 
knew just what to wish. “I’m a third 
grade teacher in a low-income, high-risk 
elementary school in Boston, MA. My 
#wishforothers is that my voracious, 
adorable, hard-working, loving scholars 
all leave for their December break with a 
book in their hands.” She hit “post” and 
didn’t think any more of it.

Then things got bigger—much bigger—quickly. On 
the Saturday after Thanksgiving, CapitalOne arranged a 
Skype call with her. The following Wednesday, one week 
after making her wish, CapitalOne called Bollerman with 
incredible news: she was a grand-prize winner, an honor that 
came with a $150,000 prize.

“I couldn’t believe it. They had to repeat it to me a couple 
of times,” Bollerman recalls. “I was hoping that maybe I’d win 
enough money to buy books for my class.”

On Tuesday, Dec. 9, CapitalOne sent a camera crew to 
Bollerman’s classroom to film a 45-second commercial. The 
spot’s highlight shows Bollerman rolling a big cart into the 
classroom, adorned with white draping and a big red bow. “I 
made a wish for you guys,” she tells the class. The kids cheer 
with glee, pumping their arms in the air, as she pulls the drape 
off the cart and distributes packages of books. 

“I chose three books: My Father’s Dragon, because that 
was my very favorite book growing up; the new Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid book, because they love those books and couldn’t 
wait to get their hands on the new one; and then Where 
the Wild Things Are, because I’m from the same town in 
Connecticut as its author, Maurice Sendak,” she explains. “I 
wanted the kids to have something they could read to their 
little brothers and sisters.”

The spot ends with an emotional Bollerman saying, “It 
made them feel really important. And they are really, really 
important.”

Third grade teacher Nicole Bollerman ’10  
made a wish for her students at UP 
Academy in Dorchester. That one wish 
turned into a gift that kept giving.  
 By Maura King Scully

  The Giver
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A Selfless Act
That would be a natural place for this story to end, except it 
kept going. Bollerman decided to donate the balance of the 
$150,000 grand prize, what remained after purchasing the 
books, to UP Academy. 

“CapitalOne made it clear that after the original wish 
was fulfilled (the book gift) that the remainder of the 
cash prize was mine to share as I saw fit. There was no 
requirement to donate it,” she explains. “That said, the 
contest was a ‘wish for others.’ To me, donating the rest 
to the school was the right thing to do. It wasn’t a hard 
decision.” But considering Bollerman is not independently 
wealthy and lives on a teacher’s salary—it was selfless.

Her generosity sparked even more media attention, 
from the national ABC News to the very local Dorchester 
Reporter. Bollerman and her scholars (as students at UP 

Academy are called) graced the front page of the Boston 
Globe. They were invited to City Hall for a press conference 
with Boston Mayor Marty Walsh.

“That was neat. We not only got to meet the mayor, 
but we also got to ride in his private elevator. The kids got 
to sit in his chair. Those opportunities are priceless for my 
students,” Bollerman notes. “I told them, ‘Our mayor is from 
Dorchester. You’re from Dorchester—you could be mayor 
one day.’”

And then, Hollywood came calling. After New Year’s, 
“The Ellen DeGeneres Show” contacted her, asking if she’d 
be interested in flying out to Los Angeles to be a guest on the 
program. That was how, on Jan. 16, Bollerman found herself 
sitting in a chair opposite DeGeneres.

Prompted by the affable host, Bollerman told several 
moving stories from her two years at UP Academy. There 
was the time she took a student out to the Olive Garden 
for dinner as a reward for good behavior. Over his second 
dessert, he revealed that there wasn’t much to eat at home. 
“I packed up the leftovers and made sure he brought them 
home,” Bollerman says. 

Then there was the student who constantly gazed out 
the classroom window. Instead of reprimanding him for 
daydreaming, Bollerman asked what he was looking at. “He 
told me he liked watching the birds because they made him 
feel peaceful,” she recounts. Knowing his home situation was 
not particularly peaceful, Bollerman bought him a   bird-
watching book, so he could learn more about the birds he 
loved. 

“His grandmother called me that day in tears,” she 
recalled. “She said that was the only gift he was going to 
get that Christmas.” Bollerman and her mother, a former 
teacher, went out and bought gifts for the boy and his sister. 
“Every child should have something to open on Christmas,” 
Bollerman explains.

DeGeneres then cut to a live video feed from UP 
Academy, where she had a crew assembled with Bollerman’s 
very excited third grade class. Praising her work as a 
teacher, DeGeneres explained that Target was donating 
700 backpacks to the school, each filled with supplies, 
and that every UP Academy teacher would receive a $500 
Target gift certificate to purchase items for their classrooms. 
Bollerman’s students were each presented with $100 Target 
gift certificates. Bollerman herself scored a gigantic fish 
aquarium full of Skittles (the candy she confesses is her 
guilty pleasure) along with a check for $25,000. She didn’t 
hide her emotions—she cried openly on national television.

The Consummate Educator
Teaching at an inner-city school is not new for Bollerman. 
Just out of Stonehill, she moved to Washington, D.C., to 
teach at Imagine Hope Charter School, Tolson Campus. 
She spent three years there, earning accolades as Imagine 
Schools’ “Teacher of the Year” in 2012. When UP Academy 

INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION Bollerman works 
one-on-one with Jamison Lopes as Zakai 
Occean looks on.

 “The best part of this whole 
thing has been that it’s  
made my students feel  

important, like they’re famous...” 
—Nicole Bollerman ’10
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opened in 2013, the opportunity to get in on the ground 
floor of a new urban charter school brought her back to 
Boston.

She credits Stonehill with setting her on her current 
path. “My experience in the Education Department 
absolutely prepared me for what I’m doing now,” she 
says. And my favorite professor, George Branigan [now 
retired], turned me on to urban education. He had us read 
Savage Inequalities,” a 1988 book that examined the stark 
differences between rich and poor school districts. “And I 
thought, ‘That’s it. That’s what I’m going to do: teach in an 
urban school district where I can make a real difference.’”

Watching her in action in the classroom for five 
minutes, it’s easy to see that she is making a difference for 
her students. She’s a natural teacher: equal parts warm 
and challenging, a perennial cheerleader who’s a master 
of classroom management. She seems to have constant 
situational awareness, working with one group, periodically 
praising others for working quietly at their desks or 
encouraging them to seek help from a neighbor if they’re 
stuck. Writing math problems on the white board, she 
simultaneously affirms students. “Even though my back is 
turned, I know you have integrity,” she says, citing one of 
UP Academy’s core values.

After Christmas break, Bollerman hosted a book club 
during lunch one day, inviting any student who had finished 
My Father’s Dragon. “Almost the whole class came,” she 
says proudly. “I ordered pizza and chicken wings, and we 
talked about the book—what we thought about it, what 
characters we liked.” Bollerman herself belongs to a book 
club, a fact she shares with her students so they understand 
that a love of reading reaches beyond the school walls.

And though there’s no question that Bollerman loves 
her job, it’s also one that demands she ward off burnout. 
“I’m lucky that I’m surrounded by great colleagues at 
UP Academy, and the administration is terrific and very 
supportive,” she explains. “But I do have to turn it off at the 
end of the day. I find I’m always thinking about the kids, 
and I have to remind myself to unplug. I also don’t work 
over the summer. I’ve committed to giving myself that five-
week mental break, which I think helps.”

As January turned to February, Bollerman was looking 
forward to getting back to her regular routine. “With all 
the excitement, we are just trying to return to normal,” she 
confesses. But in no way is she discounting the impact of 
this experience on her—and even more so on her students.  
 She says, “The best part of this whole thing has been 
that it’s made my students feel important, like they’re 
famous. And when you think about it, they probably 
are not going to have a lot of opportunities to be in a 
commercial, to be on the cover of the Globe or to meet the 
mayor.” For kids growing up in a high-risk environment, 
it’s this feeling— not the books, school supplies or even the 
publicity—that may be the best gift of all.

Keeping College Real 
To keep the possibility of college in front of every student, 
each classroom at UP Academy bears the name of that 
teacher’s alma mater. Nicole Bollerman’s room is called 
Stonehill College, of course. It’s located across from the 
University of Texas and is next to Wheaton College.

“When I send letters home, I address them, ‘Dear 
Stonehill College Families,’” she explains. “It’s kind of fun.” 
The practice also gives teachers a chance to show their 
school pride. Bollerman’s door sports a prominent Stonehill 
banner, and Ace the Skyhawk appears in and among 
student papers displayed on bulletin boards. Above the 
white board is a poster-sized glamour shot of campus; a 
Stonehill mug on Bollerman’s desk holds an assortment of 
pencils and pens.

In addition, such classroom names ensure college is 
part of the daily conversation, whether the subject at hand 
is fractions or non-fiction literature. “Remember, if you’re 
going to college,” Bollerman tells students, “you have to 
work hard and do well.”
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Trivia Answer [p. 3]:  A. It takes 
approximately 165 footsteps to get 
from the top of the Donahue steps 
to the bottom of the hill.

PROTEST AT THE GATE (2003) Around 
20 protesters challenged the College’s 
decision to invite Andrew Card, chief of 
staff in the first Bush administration—
which had invaded Iraq—to give the 
Commencement address. A former 
two-term Stonehill trustee, Card was also 
greeted by 20 supporters backing him 
and the invasion of Iraq. 

Commencement

1-64 
 WE’RE CROSSING OUR FINGERS for a sunny and clear day on 

May 17, when 500 graduates—including the 25,000th 
graduate—will march down the  Donahue steps onto the 

quad, marking Stonehill’s 64th 
Commencement. In its 64 years, this 

special occasion has grown and 
evolved. It has moved from a 

gym to a tent to a canopy. It has 
survived a legendary hailstorm 
and a political protest. It has even 
seen a helicopter land on campus 
not once, but twice. Let’s take a look 

at graduation through the years.

PUT A PIN ON IT 
(1997) The tradition of 
wearing the senior pin 
on a graduate’s robe at 
Commencement started 
with the Class of ’97. 
Here, a ’14 grad wears his 
class pin along with his 
Skyhawk pin. 

DIPLOMAS (1999) This was the last year 
Stonehill hired a calligrapher to inscribe a 
student’s diploma with Latin honors. The 
age of computers and printers allows us 
to do the task in house.

FIRST CLASS (1952) 
Held in the Ames Gym 
(now Alumni Hall), the 
all-male Class of 1952 
graduates.

 
      Who  

    Said What?
(2014) “Suffice it to say, I 

have lived long enough and 
experienced enough in those 
years to begin my remarks this 
morning with a somewhat obvious 
point: Commencement speakers 

are, by and large, full of crap.”
—excerpt from Boston Globe CEO Michael 

Sheehan’s Commencement address. 
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KEEPSAKE 
BOOKLET 
(2008) From 
1952-2007, the 
Commencement 
booklet was the 
same until it was 
redesigned in 2008.

PROCESSING (2013) 
In alphabetical order 
and grouped by degree, 
seniors line up in pairs 
behind Donahue Hall, a 
tradition that began in 
the early ’60s.
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    Who     

  Said What?
(1978) “Commencement is 

the culmination of Stonehill’s 
eight semester course in human 

understanding. Though many of us 
have tossed caustic stones at the 
school, it is difficult to refute the 
positive influence Stonehill has 

had on us.” —editorial from the 1978 
ACRES yearbook. 

FUN STARTS NOW 
(1983) From a wine 
and cheese reception 
to a harbor cruise to a 
block party, the week 
of Commencement 
is loaded with social 
activities. Years 
ago, seniors started 
spending the week on 
Cape Cod, which they 
still do today.

Who
Said What?

(1998) “Just on a personal 
note to begin with; in reading 

and listening to the epistles from 
St. Paul in recent years, I was curious, 

as I have been so often, in hearing 
St. Paul’s epistles. My unanswered 
question remains. Did the 

Corinthians ever write back…?” 
—excerpt from political commentator Mark 

Shields’ Commencement address.

SASH-AY Various sashes  
are now worn to celebrate a 
graduate’s traditions, background 
and interest. Here we see a diversity 
sash and an athletics sash.

RAIN, RAIN GO AWAY (1985) A 
hailstorm stops an already-in-progress 
Commencement. The event moves 
indoors to the Merkert Gymnasium.

ALL CLEAR FOR LANDING (1984) A 
helicopter was used for transporting 
keynote speakers twice: in 1961 for 
Massachusetts Governor John Volpe, and 
in 1984 for U.S. House Speaker Thomas 
“Tip” O’Neill Jr. 

HELICOPTER IMAGE: STANLEY A. BAUMAN PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION COURTESY OF 
THE STONEHILL COLLEGE ARCHIVES; UMBRELLA : ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

FLOOR PLAN (2008) According 
to this floor plan, the Sally Blair 
Ames Sports Complex is set up 
for Baccalaureate Mass, which 
takes place the day before 
Commencement. The center 
remains prepped in case showers 
pop up the next day. 
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The fame game 
About 40,000 people apply to be on 
“Shark Tank” every year. About 100,000 try out for 
“America’s Got Talent” (AGT). Many hopeful people dream 
of making it big on these shows. Not Scudder or Christian. 
The thought never crossed their minds. 

Before “Shark Tank,” Scudder had left his career as 
a lawyer to focus full time on his rapidly growing new 
business, running hard-core obstacle course races. Always 
an athletic guy (he played football and rugby at Stonehill), 
Scudder was making a career out of doing something he 
loved. His Rugged Races were growing in popularity and 
beginning to turn a profit. In another new venture, Scudder 
and his business partner, Rob Dickinson, had just pulled 
off the first running of the bulls in the United States. The 

exciting event, modeled after 
the famous San Fermin 
festival in Pamplona, Spain, 
was generating a lot of buzz. 
“We got media attention from 
“The Today Show,” the New 
York Times, ESPN, and Sports 
Illustrated,” says Scudder. Life 
was good. He wasn’t looking 
for outside investment.

After graduating from Boston 
University with an M.Div. in 2013, 

Christian and his wife (Jocelyn Vierra ’08) volunteered in Peru 
for a year. When they returned, Christian taught in Cambridge 
and was preparing to apply to a doctoral program. “I had sort 
of pushed music to the margins of my life for the past seven 
years,” Christian recalls. “I had plans I was excited about, 
moving in a completely different direction.” 

So how did these two end up on television? You might say 
it was serendipity. 

When the “Shark Tank” producer called, Scudder’s first 
instinct was to say no. He was concerned that the visibility 
could expose his business to criticism. After much debate, 
he and Dickinson decided to go on the show merely for 
publicity. “Our intention was not to do a deal,” Scudder 
admits. “We decided to do it for the marketing exposure.” 

According to Christian, AGT producers were looking 
for an a cappella group to compete on their show. A scout 
contacted Hyannis Sound, Christian’s former a cappella 
group. When that group wasn’t available, they reached out 
to Christian. Without a group of his own, Christian had to 
act fast. He contacted three talented musicians—Cordaro 
Rodriguez, Kendall Ramseur and Mason Morton—he had 
met at BU. “We pulled it together pretty quickly,” Christian 
recalls. “We thought it was a one-time thing; we’ll do it 

he Stonehill community was glued to the television, as two 
of our own were featured on national competition shows 
last year. Brad Scudder ’04 was on ABC’s “Shark Tank” and 
Micah Christian ’06 was on NBC’s “America’s Got Talent.” You 

might have seen the episodes featuring these two alumni and read the 
ensuing media coverage. But what does it really feel like to appear live 
in front of millions of TV viewers? What happens when you become 
nationally known overnight? Is being on TV glamorous? How about 
when someone hands you $1.75 million? The answers might surprise 
you. SAM spoke to Scudder and Christian about their brushes with fame. 

T

must-see tv
by tracey palmer

REALITY STARS: Brad 
Scudder ’04 [right] with 
his business partner, Rob 
Dickinson. Below, Micah 
Christian ’06 [far right] 
with his group, Sons of 
Serendip. 
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and see what happens.” The new quartet, dubbed Sons of 
Serendip, recorded a few songs and picked two to send in for 
the audition. They were floored when AGT called inviting 
them to audition live. 

“The producers wanted more songs,” Christian recalls, 
“but we didn’t have any,” In April, the self-described classical/
contemporary fusion group traveled to New York to sing for 
the judges. That’s when it started to become real.

Let the competition begin
As a low-key musical quartet, how do you compete with a 
comedian, a performing pig and a magician? The answer is 
you don’t. “We came to realize we weren’t competing against 
anyone else,” says Christian. “We were there to do the best 
we could do. The rest was out of our control.” 

While AGT is technically a performance competition with 
a million-dollar prize, Christian says that behind the scenes, 
it didn’t feel cutthroat. To his surprise, the show promoted a 
sense of camaraderie. “There was a lot of positive energy. The 
music coaches and producers worked with us on choosing 
songs and gave us tips on how to improve.” Still, there were 
times when Christian experienced a lot of stress. After all, 
the group had been performing together for only a couple of 
months. A lot could go wrong on live TV. “There was a lot of 
pressure,” he recalls. “I wanted it to work so bad.” 

If Christian was a worrywart, Scudder was the opposite. 
Since he was looking for nothing more than publicity from 
“Shark Tank,” he didn’t put much effort into preparation. 
In fact, he let a producer draft their introduction, write their 
pitch and help create their set. Scudder had never even seen 
a full episode of the show until the night before the taping 

in Los Angeles. Sitting in their hotel that night, Scudder and 
Dickinson reviewed their numbers and practiced their pitch. 
The next morning, just minutes before facing the sharks, 
Scudder still hadn’t memorized his lines. 

Lights. Camera. Action.
“Next into the tank are entrepreneurs with a business 
profiting from competitive thrill seekers.” That was the 
voice-over as Scudder and Dickinson walked in to face the 
wealthy investors: Robert Herjavec, Daymond John, Kevin 
O’Leary, Barbara Corcoran and Mark Cuban. It dawned on 
Scudder that about eight million people could see the show. 
No pressure. 

“I never get nervous, but when the cameras turned on me, 
I paused, looked out, and thought, ‘These are serious people, 
here just to rip us apart for sport.’ My knees actually started 
to shake,” recalls Scudder. “If you watch closely, you’ll see I’m 
swaying a bit. I felt like I was going to pass out.”

Fortunately, Scudder recovered and made his pitch. “We’re 
seeking $1 million for 10 percent of our company,” he said 
into the camera. Corcoran rolled her eyes. Cuban shook his 
head. All of the Sharks were lukewarm at first, until Scudder 
revealed that he and Dickinson were also behind the Great 
Bull Run. “The process isn’t as glamorous as people think,” 
says Scudder. “It’s a long day. There’s a lot of waiting around. 
It took two hours to shoot, and then it has to be edited.” 
When the show aired, their segment was about 10 minutes 
long. In the end, after some back and forth, Cuban accepted 
Scudder’s counteroffer of $1.75 for a 25 percent stake. When 
the cameras stopped rolling, the real work started.

“The vast number of ‘Shark Tank’ deals fall through 
because the numbers don’t add up,” says Scudder. “After 
the taping, Mark’s assistant went over the next steps. There 
was a lot of paperwork. It was a grueling process that took 
months.” But the effort was worth it, he adds. “Mark has 
made and closed more deals than any judge on the show.” 
Looking back, Scudder thinks he and Dickinson did a 
pretty good job on camera, but to this day, he isn’t totally 
comfortable. “It’s hard to watch,” he admits.

Back in Madison Square Garden, Sons of Serendip got 
ready backstage. There were cameras everywhere and people 
rehearsing. “It was chaotic, and it was really cool,” recalls 

bout 40,000 people apply to be 
on “Shark Tank” every year. About 
100,000 try out for “America’s  

Got Talent.” Many hopeful people dream  
of making it big on these shows.

 A

BIG WINS: [Right] Scudder 
walked away from “Shark 
Tank” with a $1.75 million 
deal from Mark Cuban. 
[Opposite page] Christian and 
his group, Sons of Serendip, 
made it to the final four on 
“America’s Got Talent.” 
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Christian. “None of us had ever performed on that level 
before. That’s when it sank in. We suddenly realized the 
potential; something could really happen from this.” After 
the group’s performance, the judges—Howard Stern, Heidi 
Klum, Mel B and Howie Mandel—were very supportive and 
friendly, says Christian. Sons of Serendip eventually made it 
to the live show.

“That’s when it started to feel like we were living in a 
dream world,” Christian says. “It didn’t feel real. Suddenly 
we were signing autographs, taking pictures with people 
and getting recognized in the streets. I felt like I was living 
someone else’s life.” Despite the craziness, he says, the live 
shows were a lot of fun. “Radio City Music Hall—that stage 
is awesome.” About 6,000 people filled the seats, with another 
15 million watching on television. Intimidated? “It crossed 
my mind,” he admits, “but I didn’t dwell on it. I stayed 
focused on the live audience and the judges.”

In the finale, the rock band Train joined the Sons of 
Serendip for a medley. At the end of the quartet’s final 
performance, both the crowd and judges were on their feet. “I 
want to buy your album, right now,” said Mel B. The Sons of 
Serendip made it to the final four. 

It was a long journey, but when a magician won, Christian 
wasn’t disappointed. After the show, he told a local TV 
station, “Top four—when we came together, we didn’t expect 
any of this. For us to get this far is nothing but a blessing.”

Where are they now?
After their “Shark Tank” episode aired, Scudder and 
Dickinson had breakfast with Cuban in Boston and joined 
him at a Celtics/Mavericks game. To Scudder’s surprise, 
Cuban continues to be very accessible. “I have a very high 
opinion of him as a person,” Scudder says. “He’s charismatic, 
excited, engaging, forward looking and intelligent.” 

With Cuban’s investment, Rugged Maniac is very well 
funded. The company employs 32 people in Boston, allowing 
the two partners to focus on the future. They expect $1.5 
million in profits next year, with $7 million in sales. “Cuban 
inspires us and believes in us,” Scudder says. “We want to 
develop new brands and be the premier event production 
company in the country, maybe the world.”

Since the end of AGT, Sons of Serendip have been hard at 

work. “For the past few months, we’ve been rehearsing five 
to seven hours a day, performing and working on original 
songs,” says Christian. Nick Cannon, AGT’s host, invited the 
group to sing at a fund-raiser in New York. The quartet also 
performed at the Macy’s tree-lighting event in Boston and at 
the city’s First Night celebration. In January, with the help 
of a crowd-funding music website, they released an album 
of full-length versions of all the songs they performed on 
the show. The album has charted in several categories on the 
Billboard Charts. The group is also planning to tour this year.

“I never imagined I would perform for a national 
audience,” says Christian. “I didn’t think it was possible. I 
hope our story somehow inspires people to share their gifts 
and passions, no matter what age they are.” 

Perspective and Support 
AT STONEHILL, Christian sang with the all-male a 
cappella group, The Chieftones, and the Chapel Choir. 
But it was volunteering in Honduras on a Campus 
Ministry alternative spring break trip that changed his 
outlook on life. “Campus Ministry taught us to work to 
create a more just and compassionate world. I hope 
my music does that,” Christian says. “These shows give 
you a taste of fame, which can get in your head and 
mess with your way of thinking. It’s easy to lose track of 
what’s really important. Stonehill helps me remember 
to stay grounded.” 

Looking back, Scudder acknowledges all the friends 
who helped him along the way. “I met some amazing 
people at Stonehill and shared some incredible 
adventures with them. These experiences helped 
build the courage it took to create my own company 
from nothing.” In the end, Scudder gives most of the 
credit for his success to his parents. After some initial 
skepticism, his mother and father were all in. “When 
I told my parents I was going to leave my law firm to 
produce a mud run, they thought I was out of mind. But 
as always, they were supportive.” 

LE
FT

: A
BC

/M
IC

H
A

EL
 A

N
SE

L,
 F

A
R 

RI
G

H
T:

 C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

O
F 

“A
M

ER
IC

A’
S 

G
O

T 
TA

LE
N

T”
 



2 4   S T O N E H I L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E

IS
TO

CK
PH

O
TO

.C
O

M
for new   
 alums

Now What?
Tips on Navigating Finances Post Graduation

By  
Kimberly 
Lawrence



Peter Wallace
Retired Associate Professor of Business Administration and Author of 
“Life 101: Real-World Advice for Graduating College Seniors”

>>Budget, Budget, Budget: Budgeting is the first skill 
you have to master to survive in the grown ups’ 

world. In most cases, you will earn a salary, 
which will be paid twice a month. You have 
to have a budget plan so that you know 
where every penny is going. 

>>Cash In/Cash Out: Write down all of 
your monthly expenses and compare those 

expenses to your take home pay. This will give you an idea 
of your cash flow—what cash comes in and what cash goes 
out. At the beginning of your career, this difference will be 
relatively small. As your salary increases, you will be able to 
save some money. 

>>Think Retirement Early: Contribute to your employer’s 
401(k) retirement program, especially if the employer 
matches your contribution. 

>>Credit vs. Debit: A credit card is the most expensive 
way to borrow. If you feel you need to carry a card, get a 
debit card. Debit cards do not charge interest and will stop 
you from overspending since the money comes directly out of 
your bank account. 

Katherine Moan ’11
Senior Financial Analyst at EMC

>>50/20/30 Rule: 50 percent of your take 
home pay (after taxes, etc.) should be 
allocated to monthly fixed costs. 20 percent 
should be put towards your savings/financial 
goals for the future, and 30 percent should 

be set aside for flexible spending (groceries, 
eating out, drinks, gas, activities).

>>Undergraduate Loans: Consolidate where possible 
to obtain a lower rate but make sure you are aware of the 

implications, and pay more than the minimum since a portion 
of every payment is going towards interest and not the 
principal. 

>>Untouched Savings: Once you have a good handle on 
your monthly spending, create a separate account to direct 
deposit the leftover money in your paycheck to a savings/
brokerage account so you don’t touch it. Mint.com is a great 
site to use.

>>Diversify with the Stock Market: When you can, try to 
invest money into the stock market. Even $100 will make a 
difference in the long term. Savings accounts aren’t giving you 
any return, so you’re actually losing money through inflation 
each year if you don’t diversify into the stock market. 

>>Sweat Equals Reimbursement: If you belong to a gym or 
take exercise classes, make sure to check with your healthcare 
provider. Many offer reimbursement for memberships and/or 
classes that are taken within a specified timeframe.

Tyler Hebert ’11
Financial Analyst at a High Tech Firm

>>Commuting Costs: If you live in a city with decent 
public transportation, consider selling your car. This will 
significantly cut down on your monthly expenses and is good 
for your carbon footprint.

>>Reasonable Rent: Find a place with a 
reasonable monthly rent—you don’t want 
to be spending half your salary on housing 
as other expenses add up quickly. 

>>Credit Score: Make sure you pay off 
what you owe each month on your credit 
card, and you will slowly build your score up. Remember that 
no credit history does not equal a good credit score.

>>Out to Eat? Pay attention to how much you are 
spending on food each week and take advantage of farmer’s 
markets and buying in bulk. Eating out every night of the 
week adds up.
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RENT, CAR PAYMENTS, insurance, gas, food, heating and 
water bills, student loans, taxes, clothes—it all adds up 
quickly once you’re on your own. For many new graduates, 
budgeting monthly expenses and keeping track of cash 
flow can be overwhelming. That is why each year, seniors 
can take a one-credit Life After Stonehill course to help set 
them on a positive path.  

A piece of advice that Heather (Callaghan) Heerman ’96, 
director of Career Services, who instructs the course, gives 
the soon-to-be grads: “Live within your means! Always 
track your spending, income and expenses to make sure you are not living above what you can 
afford.” SAM asked three other experts to share some financial tips and pitfalls to avoid.

“Live within your  
means! Always track 
your spending,  
income and expenses  
to make sure you are not living 
above what you can afford.” 
—Heather (Callaghan) Heerman ’96
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Chilling Out  
at Alumni Day
FROM FREEZING TEMPS to snow dogs to 
cold craft beers, Alumni Day on Saturday,  
Jan. 31, was very much a winter carnival, 
but there were enough indoor events  
to keep folks toasty.

SNOW DOGS: Sibling 
huskies, Rocky and 
Bella, belong to 
classmates Christina 
(Pedranti) Miljevic 
’08 and Lisa Labresh 
’08, who were on 
hand for the Boston 
Snow Dog mushing 
presentation.

TIME OUT:  With her 
children, Jonathan 
and Noelle, Kathy 
(Cheung) MacDonald 
’98 enjoyed a snack in 
the Pettit Atrium. 

FARM FRIEND: Dayna 
(Shakalis) Leurini ’02 
and husband, Steven, 
with their daughter, 
Joielynn, held a chick 
from Barn Babies 
Traveling Petting Zoo.

SOFT TOUCH: Amelia 
McCray, daughter of 
Kristen (Anderson) 
McCray ’04, made a 
new friend. 

FAMILY TIES: 

Robert Matson 
’57 with his 
granddaughter 
Katelyn Long 
’18 and his wife, 
Ruth, at the 
Legacy Brunch in 
Donahue Hall.

GENERATIONS: 

Thomas Foley 
’60 with his 
grandson Brian 
Horne ’16 at the 
Legacy Brunch 
in Donahue Hall.



BABY KISS: 

Shannon Sheridan-
Geldart ’03 gives 
her daughter Sadie 
a sweet kiss on the 
cheek.

CHEERS:  At the 
Beer Tasting, Daniel 
Bernhardt ’09 and 
Michael Murteira 
’09 sampled some 
of the fine craft 
brews on offer. 

COOK OFF: For 
the Dips & Salsa 
Cook-Off Contest, 
Susan Jezierny ’87 
prepared a mango 
salsa.

PRIZE WINNER:  For her bacon-Swiss-almond 
dip, Catherine (Manning) Guyette ’82—seen 
here with her husband, Kenneth, and children, 
Nicholas and Abigail—took first place in the 
Dips & Salsa Cook-Off Contest.

THEN AND NOW: The Summit’s first editor-in-chief, 
William Sullivan ’52, reviews back issues with 
current editor-in-chief, Brendan Monahan ’15, at a 
reception to mark the paper’s 65th anniversary. 

STAR PUPPY: 

Half Jack Russell 
and half Maltese, 
this little fella 
from Barn Babies 
proved to be a 
big hit with the 
children.

SUMMIT EDITORS 

AND WRITERS: Taken 
on the stairs inside 
Donahue Hall, this 
photo crosses seven 
decades of student 
journalism at the 
College. 
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ALUMNI NEWS

Giving Back 
Matters
Brian Hoffman ’77 Receives 
Alumni Service Award

IN ACCEPTING the 2014 Alumni Service 
Award, Brian Hoffman ’77 noted that 
“it doesn’t matter if it is a little or a lot; 
what matters is that you volunteer and 
give back to your community.”

As the first evening program 
graduate to receive the award, 
Hoffman has certainly given back to 
the Stonehill community. A retired 
executive at Winter Wyman, and 
current administrator at the Easton 
Children’s Museum, Hoffman has used 
his expertise in human resources and 
employee relations to assist hundreds  
of students and alumni with career-
related counsel.

Chair of the Alumni Council Awards 
Committee William McAndrew ’70, 
presented the award and noted, “When 
it comes to career advice, networking, 
presentations and mentoring, you have 
been a wise and reliable friend to our 
students and alumni.” McAndrew also 
cited Hoffman’s work over the years 
supporting the work of the Career 
Services Office.

Hoffman received the award at a 
dinner in January, which also celebrated 
the success of the 2014 Alumni Auction, 
to which he also lends his support. 
In accepting the award, he received a 
standing ovation from his family, friends 
and fellow alumni volunteers. 

Each year the Alumni Council 
honors graduates who have worked for 
the betterment of the College and the 
Alumni Association with the Alumni 
Service Award. Hoffman is the 41st 
graduate to receive the honor.

<< NIGHT OF PURPLE AND WHITE [LEFT]

The 2014 Alumni Auction was held on      
Nov. 1, and raised over $50,000 for the 
Alumni Council Scholarship Fund. More 
than 300 items were donated and bid on at 
the Night of Purple & White event, which 
was attended by more than 160 alumni and 
friends. Committee member Brandon Hall 
’02 [pictured] browses the items up for bid 
during the silent auction.

>>ALUMNI IN IRELAND [RIGHT] Generations 
of alumni enjoyed the 2014 Alumni Travel 
Program’s trip to Ireland. George Cormier ’75 
and Emily Rocha ’14 [pictured] were two of 
the 45 travelers on the trip, which brought 
them to Galway, Derry, Belfast and Dublin. 
Professor Richard Finnegan ’64 served as 
the group’s faculty host and offered lectures 
along the route. Trip highlights included 
visits to the Aran Islands, Dublin Castle, the 
Cliffs of Moher and the Giant’s Causeway.

GIVING BACK:  Brian Hoffman ’77 [left] 
is presented with the Alumni Service 
Award by Awards Committee Chair 
William McAndrew ’70.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Staying Involved

ONE STONEHILL ALUMNI EVENT that has a history of success is the 0-4 Reunion each fall 
(formerly the Young Alumni Reception). In recent years, some of this success can be 
attributed to alumni volunteers—such as Julie Mills ’13 and Patrick Julian ’13—serving on 

the event’s Host Committee. 
 Invited to join the 0-4 Reunion Host 
Committee by Assistant Director of 
Alumni Affairs Aine McAlister ’11, both 
Mills and Julian were eager to help. 
Says Mills, who attended the event last 
year, “It was a simple but great way of 
bringing together Stonehill alumni in 
Boston. I immediately agreed to help 
this year.”

The 0-4 Reunion was held on Oct. 
18 and was attended by nearly 400 
graduates from the classes of 
2014-2011. Host Committee 
members—made up of alumni 
from each of the attending 
class years—helped 
spread the word about the 
event and encouraged 
classmates to participate. 

Julian enjoyed the 
volunteer experience, noting, 
“The hosts worked together so 
well to make the event successful. 
The alums seemed very enthusiastic 
about being there that night.”

Mills lives in Boston and constantly 
sees familiar Stonehill faces but says 
it is rare to have the “chance to be at 
such a large event exclusively for fellow 
Stonehill graduates. The atmosphere it 
creates is very enjoyable.”

Following the success of the event, 
both Mills and Julian were interested in 
volunteering their time with the Alumni 
Association further, so they joined the 
GOLD Committee. 

Mills is excited to get started 
and help plan future events. “I hope 
this experience will provide me 
with opportunities to not only keep 
in touch with my classmates, but 
also to form new connections with 
alumni I have not had the chance to 
meet yet.” 

While he was a student, Julian 
volunteered with the Student 
Alumni Association. Now as an 
alumnus himself, he sees his 
volunteer efforts as a logical 
step. “After years of working with 
the Alumni Office to help plan 
events for students, I see my time 
and effort as the best ways to 
help Stonehill now that I have 
graduated,” he says. “ I consider it 
important to stay involved with the 
Stonehill community.”

 According to McAlister, “The 
0-4 Reunion Host Committee was 
a great introduction to alumni 
volunteerism, and Julie and Patrick 
are going to be great contributors 
to the future success of the GOLD 
Committee.”

Both Mills and Julian would 
like to remind their classmates 
that membership on the GOLD 
Committee is open to all recent 
graduates. They encourage others 
to join them. 

To get involved, email alumni@
stonehill.edu.
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Edward Aleixo ’53 of Taunton 
died Nov. 16. He is survived by his 
wife, Lillian, three daughters and 
seven grandchildren. 

Thomas MacDonald ’53 of 
Nashua, N.H., died Sept. 15. He is 
survived by his wife, Diane, seven 
children, including Thomas Jr. ’80 
and David ’85, five grandchildren 
and his former wife. 

Fernandes Lopes ’53 of Taunton 
died Sept. 25. He is survived by 
his wife, Maria, two children and a 
granddaughter.

Neil Roche ’53 of Franklin died 
Feb. 22. He is survived by his wife, 
Joanne, seven children, including 
Kathleen ’88, 14 grandchildren 
and extended family, including a 
nephew, James Kennedy ’66.

Joseph Carroll ’54 of Sandwich 
died Oct. 9. He is survived by his 
wife, Margaret, seven children, 
10 grandchildren, two sisters and 
sister-in-law Joan Carroll ’55.

Wallace FitzMaurice Jr. ’55 of 
Yarmouth died Dec. 24. He is 
survived by his wife, Elizabeth, 
three children, three grandchildren 
and a sister. 

William Sydlowski ’55 of 
Rockport died Nov. 11. He is 
survived by his wife, Pauline 
(Norris) ’56, seven children, 16 
grandchildren, including Meaghan 
’14 and Morgan ’16, a sister and 
brother-in-law, Mary ’61 and 
William ’59 Brady, and nephew 
William Brady Jr. ’84.

Ellen (Flaherty) Tennihan ’55 
of Plymouth died Aug. 24. She is 
survived by her three children, 
including Daniel J. Kulick ’84, and 
two grandchildren. 

Mary (Lough) Keegan ’57 
of Scituate died Feb. 1. She is 
survived by her husband, John, 

a sister, five children and eight 
grandchildren. 

Lee Towle Jr. ’57 of East 
Longmeadow died Jan. 12. He is 
survived by his wife, Jean, and a 
sister.

Peter Connolly ’59 of New Haven, 
Mo., died Nov. 6. He is survived by 
his fiancée, Joann, six children, 24 
grandchildren and his former wife. 

Evelyn Rice ’59 of Taunton 
died Nov. 21. She is survived by 
her sister and extended family, 
including nephew Michael ’78 and 
grandniece Kaitlyn ’10.

David Nutting ’60 of Plattsmouth, 
Nebr., died Dec. 14, 2013. He is 
survived by his wife, Leslie, and 
two sons, including David ’85.

Sr. Antoinette Landry ’60 of Fall 
River died Sept. 14. She is survived 
by nieces and nephews.

Mary Carty ’61 of Hyde Park died 
Oct. 30. She is survived by her 
sister Margaret Twohig ’62. 

Joseph Boisse ’63 of Monkton, Vt., 
died Feb. 14. He is survived by his 
husband, David, and two siblings.

Francis Duart ’63 of Dighton died 
Sept. 25. He is survived by four 
siblings.

Rev. Richard Gendreau ’63 of Fall 
River died Feb. 13. He is survived 
by a brother, nieces, nephews and 
several cousins, including Francis 
’64, Ronald ’76, and extended 
family who attended Stonehill.

Roy Smith ’64 of Wareham died 
Dec. 29. He is survived by a sister.

John Owens ’65 of Milton died 
May 18, 2009. He is survived by his 
wife, Mary (Ciesla) ’65, two sons 
and four siblings. 

Send News!
Have you recently moved, changed 
jobs or earned a degree? Have  
you recently married or celebrated 
a birth?
Please remember to share your news with the  
Alumni Affairs Office by visiting stonehill.edu/alumni/
keep-in-touch.

OBITUARIES

Got Email? Sixty-five percent of alumni have 
an email address on file with the Alumni Office. By 
adding an email address to your record, you receive 
timely information from the College like the monthly 
e-newsletter. Send your email address to alumni@
stonehill.edu.

Become Educators in the Faith  
The Congregation of Holy Cross 
Priests and Brothers is an international 
community dedicated to educational, 
pastoral and social ministries. For 

vocations, contact Rev. James Gallagher, C.S.C. 
at 574-632-6385 or at vocation.1@nd.edu. Visit 
holycrossvocations.org.

Monday Morning Update Receive the 
Monday Morning Update, Stonehill’s weekly news 
email. Sign up by sending an email to mmcgovern@
stonehill.edu, type MMU in the subject line and 
include your name in the message. 

SAM Online! Don’t forget that you can visit 
stonehill.edu/alumni-magazine to read 
all of your favorite articles as well as 
extended interviews, view additional 
photos and browse through the 
magazine archive. Also, send us your 

input, feedback and story ideas via the comments 
section. We love to hear from our readers!

Notepad

Continued on next page
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OBITUARIES

Br. David Andrews ’67 of 
Chicago, Ill., died Jan. 5. He is 
survived by seven siblings and 
extended family, including 
cousins Robert ’59, Sean ’92 and 
Brian ’93.

Henry Dannemann ’67 of 
Marshfield died Nov. 7. He is 
survived by his wife, Marilyn, 
two children, including Maureen 
Burns ’94, two stepsons, six 
grandchildren and two siblings. 

Sondra (Shankey) Ewell ’67 of 
Pembroke died Jan. 5, 2012. She is 
survived by her husband, Melvin, 
four children, grandchildren and 
two siblings. 

Richard Leary ’67 of Yarmouth 
died Oct. 15. He is survived by his 
wife, Patricia (Johnson) ’67, and 
three brothers.

John Maloy ’67 of Falmouth 
died Nov. 11. He is survived by his 
partner, Lea, two daughters, three 
grandchildren, his brother Peter 
’69, his former wife and many 
cousins, including Brian ’77.

Collette Murphy ’67 of Taunton 
died Dec. 16. She is survived by 
a sister and extended family, 
including a cousin, Suzanne 
(Piche) MacCormack ’79.

Linda (Lamb) Murphy ’67 of 
Scituate died July 27. She is 
survived by her husband, Michael 
’67, two children, including 
Michelle Kelly ’94, a brother and 
three grandchildren.

Charles Baker III ’68 of New 
Bedford died Oct. 23. He is 
survived by his wife, Rosalie, his 
son and two granddaughters. 

Thomas McGillicuddy ’68 
of Malden died Jan. 18. He is 
survived by his wife, Lauren, a 
stepson, a stepgrandson and 
three brothers.

Kevin Callahan ’69 of Hanson 
died Dec. 1. He is survived by his 
wife, Janice, four daughters, a 
brother, and five grandchildren.  

Fedela Nuovo ’70 of Brockton 
died Jan. 23, 2014. She is survived 
by many cousins.

Mark Gross ’70 of Canton died 
Dec. 9. He is survived by his wife, 
Jill, two children, including Tara 
Matthews ’97, and two siblings.

William O’Donnell Jr. ’70 of 
Harwich died Jan. 2. He is survived 
by his wife, Patty, three children, 
including William ’00, and two 
sisters. 

Suzanne (Beauchesne) Dedrick 
’71 of Fall River died Feb. 17. She 
is survived by her two children. 

Philip Callahan ’72 of Redondo 
Beach, Calif., died March 29, 2006.

Elizabeth Cashin ’72 of 
Philadelphia, Pa., died on Oct. 24. 
She is survived by her mother and 
three siblings.

F. John Gobeil ’72 of Bensalem, 
Pa., died Sept. 22, 1997.

Colin Murphy ’73 of Falmouth 
died Nov. 25. He is survived by his 
wife, Nina, two children and five 
siblings. 

Chester Wentworth ’74 of 
Canton died Jan. 28. He is survived 
by his mother and sister.

Louis Baynes ’75 of Easton died 
Sept. 8. He is survived by his wife, 
Wanda, four children and a sister.

Therese Katona ’75 of Brockton 
died Nov. 4. She is survived by her 
daughter.

James Kilcoyne ’75 of Scituate 
died Nov. 25. He is survived by his 
wife, Dorothy, four children, seven 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Kevin McDermott ’75 of Orleans 
died Dec. 24. He is survived by his 
father and two brothers.

David Cerce ’76 of Middleboro 
died May 25. He is survived by his 
two children, a grandson and four 
sisters.

S. Stacy Chapman ’76 of Rutland, 
Vt., died Oct. 5. He is survived by 
his wife, Laura, two daughters, 
two stepsons, his parents, a sister 
and his former wife. 

Kelley Dwyer ’83 of Westerly, R.I., 
died May 11, 2011. She is survived 
by her mother. 

Michael Iovanna ’86 of 
Middleton died Oct. 19. He is 
survived by his wife, Suzanne, and 
two children.

Richard Spicer ’87 of Franklin 
died Feb. 18. He is survived by 
his wife, Pamela, two sons, two 
stepsons, two siblings and three 
grandchildren. 

John Foley ’88 of Mansfield 
died Sept. 14. He is survived by 
his  wife, Jane, four children, 
his parents, five siblings and 
extended family, including cousin 
Michael Caulfield ’88.

W. Blake Marston ’07 of Concord, 
N.H., died Jan. 10. He is survived 
by his parents, his girlfriend and 
three siblings.

Jennifer Zupicich ’09 of 
Boxborough died Feb. 6. She is 
survived by her parents and three 
siblings.

Kevin Deane ’10 of Brockton 
died Feb. 28. He is survived by his 
parents and siblings.

COLLEGE  
OBITUARIES
Elizabeth Mahoney, professor 
emeritus of foreign languages, 
who taught at the College from 
1959 until she retired in 1995, 
died in October.

Marion O’Sullivan, administrative 
assistant in the academic 
division from 1970-2006, died in 
November.

Raymond Pepin, professor of 
economics and director of the 
Academic Computer Center, died 
in February.



Lasting Influence
By Thomas MacDonald ’80

MY YEARS at Stonehill were a roller-coaster ride, 
mostly on the downward slope, but I somehow 
managed to get a degree. My year of graduation 
remains in dispute. Some correspondence says 
’79, some says ’80—officially I use the latter. 
There were detours along the way. If not for 
football, I never would have graduated. Head 
Coach Vern Laws, and Assistant Coaches Billy 
Rose ’72 and Lou Certuse ’74, encouraged 
me and inspired me. They still do today. I am 
grateful to these men. The same goes for my 
teammates—the best guys I ever met. 

I was never much of a student. My transcripts will bear 
this out, but there was one class I loved: 20th Century Values, 
taught by History Professor Rosemary Twomey. The workload 
was challenging, and the classroom was stimulating. Prof. 
Twomey assigned a novel a week, and we’d discuss it in small 
groups. Many of the books were detective novels, by some 
of the giants of hardboiled crime fiction, Dashiell Hammett, 
Raymond Chandler and Mickey Spillane. I couldn’t put them 
down. I got an A in the class, my only A at Stonehill. My father 
thought it was a computer error.

In the ’80s and ’90s, I worked in the computer field. It paid 
the bills, but I found the work boring. Eventually I went back 
to school, finagling my way into Boston College’s M.B.A. 
program. I did well, but again, I found the material boring. 
Toward the end of the program, I took a class called Leadership 
for Change. I wrote short stories to illustrate the tenets of the 
class, and the director of the program said, “You should write.” 
Whether she was trying to steer me toward writing or away 
from business, I’m still not sure.

After the M.B.A., I enrolled in writing workshops at 
GrubStreet, Boston and then was accepted into the University 
of Southern Maine’s M.F.A. program, called the Stonecoast 
Writing Seminars. I wrote a crime fiction manuscript, and 
one of the professors encouraged me to send it to Oceanview 
Publishing. 

My first novel, The Charlestown Connection, came out in 
2011. It won the Next Generation Indie Book Award for best 
first novel. My second novel, Beyond the Bridge, came out in 
2013 and was a finalist for the 2013 Best Book of the Year 
CLUE Award.

My Stonehill experience permeates my writing. I write 
crime novels, similar to the novels we read in Prof. Twomey’s 
class. The protagonist is a directionless former college football 
player, who shoulders the burden of an unquenchable thirst. 
Catholic overtones imbue the narrative, as does the influence of 
a Catholic education. 

My next novel, 
working title The Revenge 
of Liam McGrew, has a 
cop named Fran Dillon 
’70, an investigator named 
Kenny Bowen ’98 and an 
IRA soldier named Chuck 
Race ’81—all named for 
Stonehill friends. There is 
a scene in Caffé Bella, a 
trendy trattoria owned by 
Stonehill teammate and 
friend Patrick Barnes ’80. 

Despite my shoddy academic performance, where a C was 
something to celebrate, the College hung in there with me, and 
for that I am grateful. 

[Junior and Senior: Thomas MacDonald ’80 pictured above with his late 
father, Thomas MacDonald ’53. The author’s yearbook photo, inset.]

BEFORE YOU GO

SHARE YOUR STORY. Submit your 500-word essay about your 
Stonehill thoughts and memories to klawrence@stonehill.edu.  

Despite my 
shoddy academic 
performance, where 
a C was something  
to celebrate, the College 
hung in there with me.
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Traying Down the Hill? Not exactly, but 
close. During an early January storm that closed roads,  
students and local children brought their sleds—not 
cafeteria trays, as was an old College tradition—to the 
Donahue hill for sledding. With no traffic at the bottom  
of the hill, the tradition got a joyful revival.
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