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Matt Brown ’16:
His Story of 
Perseverance



Fall Ball Football season officially arrived on Aug. 11, 
when the Skyhawks met for their annual conditioning test at 
midnight—a recent tradition—at the W.B. Mason Stadium. 
This  is the team’s first season under head coach Eli Gardner.
 [Turn to p. 25 for more on Gardner.]
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Finding 
Inspiration
INSPIRATION is a profound 
concept that can seem vague by 
definition, but the motivation and 
change in perspective that often 
accompany it can be exhilarating. 
In this Stonehill Alumni Magazine, 
we feature two alumni who have 
inspired our campus community in 
meaningful ways. 

Over four years at Stonehill, 
Matt Brown’s strength of character 
in responding to a life-altering 
hockey injury so inspired his 2016 
classmates that they created a 
scholarship in his name as their 
senior class gift [p. 12]. When the 
Class of 1966 learned about Matt’s example and the bond he 
had created with his class, they dedicated their 50th reunion gift 
in support of the Matt Brown Perseverance Scholarship. 

 In March, the College lost one of its greats with the passing 
of Rev. Bartley MacPháidín, C.S.C. ’59, Stonehill’s eighth and 
longest-serving president [p. 20]. Tributes to Fr. Bart poured in 
as people remembered him fondly as a priest, professor, mentor 
and friend. As president for more than 23 years, he inspired 
others to help Stonehill, paving the way for significant growth 
and progress for the College.

 In a personal essay on the inside back page, Mary Pat 
Curran ’75 recalls how Professor Frank Phelan opened up the 
world of Irish literature and culture for her and inspired her to 
explore broader horizons. Mary Pat describes how, having lost 
contact with Professor Phelan, she embarked on a journey to 
reconnect with her former mentor.

One cannot help but be inspired by Linsey Malia ’18, who 
often plays Ace the Skyhawk [p. 9]. Once she was accepted to 

Stonehill, she knew she wanted 
to be our mascot. Also a peer and 
Moreau Honor’s mentor as well 
as a member of various campus 
groups, Linsey exemplifies school 
spirit, embraces opportunities 
and approaches her work with 
enthusiasm.

In June, we celebrated 
Reunion with more than 1,200 
alumni, family and friends [p. 26]. 
I’m always inspired hearing about 
the amazing things in work and 
life that our alumni are doing. 

After the summer months, 
I welcome the fall semester 
when the campus is alive with 
boundless energy. As you recall 
your student days, we invite you 
to take a look at some unexplored 

areas of the College that you may have missed in Unseen 
Stonehill [p. 16]. And if you think back to your study days in 
the Library when talking was only permissible as a whisper, be 
sure to read Make Some Noise [p. 6], which tells of the new 
ways students collaborate, study and socialize today in the 
MacPháidín Library.
 I hope you find inspiration in both small and big ways 
throughout your life. I also hope that you reflect upon your 
days at Stonehill in a positive light. May the stories in this 
issue give you a real sense of how our educational mission is 
unfolding every day.  

Sincerely in Holy Cross,

(Rev.) John Denning, C.S.C.
President

FPO

AT REUNION 2016, Fr. John catches up with Jocelyn (Vierra) 
Christian ’08 and Micah Christian ’06. 
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LETTERS

Letter Project 
Although I have lived outside of New England all 
of the years since graduating in 1968, I always 
read the alumni magazine with interest. The latest 
issue, featuring an article about the College archives 
[Digging In, Winter/Spring ’16, p. 14], provoked me 
to write.

When others will wish to study the history 
of Stonehill and its people, I am struck by what 
may be a shortage of written memories by faculty, 
students, staff, donors, trustees and others who 
made Stonehill what it has become and who 

contributed to society in other important ways. The post-WWII period has not 
been noted for letter writing, diaries and other forms of paper communication 
beyond official documents and publications.  

Future historians will be hard-pressed to understand what life actually was 
like at Stonehill if the Archives lack a rich collection of documents other than 
minutes of meetings, policy statements, speeches, event announcements and the 
like. Daily life on campus is only partially captured in sources, which by their 
nature focus on public and official news.

My idea is that Stonehill invite alumni and others, especially from the 
College’s early decades, to write a letter to the Archives about a few of 
their special memories regarding past events, conditions, relationships, club 

activities, academics and campus life. Some of 
these letters might answer the question: What did 
Stonehill mean to me? How did it impact my life? 

My own inclination is to favor letters that take 
the form of eyewitness recollections. What was 
dorm life really like? What teaching moments were 
particularly valuable and memorable? What about 
club activities (not only sports)? How was Stonehill 
perceived by family, neighbors, friends? How did 
students pay for their education? What memories 
about spiritual life stand the test of time? How did 
Stonehill handle the protest years of the ’60s? These 
are merely illustrations. 

What I am recommending is that alumni 
compose at least one detailed memory of an aspect 

of their Stonehill experience for the College’s historical record.
I pledge to write one or two such letters to the Archives within the coming 

month. Perhaps others will do so if asked. The main goal here is to enrich the 
historical collection. If older alumni are not provoked to share their memories, 
we soon will have permanently lost the opportunity to reconstruct the finer 
points of Stonehill’s early years. 

—Richard Yanikoski ’68 
Vevay, Ind.

Stonehill
Winter | Spring 2016 A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E

Alumni Archivists Dig In

EDITOR’S NOTE We appreciate 
this idea from Dick Yanikoski 
and encourage alumni to write 
letters to the Archives that 
recall any aspect of their time 
and experience at Stonehill. 
Please email your letters to 
Archivist Nicole (Tourangeau) 
Casper ’95 at ncasper@stonehill.
edu or mail them to the 
Archives at Stonehill College, 
320 Washington Street, Easton, 
Mass. 02357.  

Donating Books

When I read the wonderful article about 
Professor Mona Rowan [The Unstoppable 
Mona Rowan, W/S ’16, p. 19], it dawned 
on me that I had a lot of Arabic books and 
compact discs from an Egyptian friend. 
When I attended Reunion, I dropped 
them off in the Alumni Office just in case 
Professor Rowan might find them useful.  
—Ann (Maxfield) Dunham ’71
South Carver, Mass.

Limited Bug Edition

If you enjoyed learning about campus bugs 
in last issue’s What’s Bugging You? [p. 6], 
we have 15 posters of the piece that we 
are giving away to our readers. First come, 
first served. Email mmcgovern@stonehill.
edu to receive your copy.

Correction

In Alumni Day [Winter/Spring ’16, p. 
26-27], we regret that we inadvertently 
printed the same photo twice. Below is the 
photo that should have appeared with the 
caption of Kerry (Foley) Payson ’92 and 

her son, Mark ’18, 
at the information 
session for legacy 
families about 
networking hosted 
by Director of 
Career Services 
Christina Burney.

around campusaround campusaround campus

THIS PAST DeCeMBeR, winter moths seemed to be everywhere,  
so much so that wgBh Boston public radio called upon Assistant 
professor of evolutionary Biology nicholas Block—stonehill’s 
resident “bug expert”—to explain their explosive presence. with 
spring now upon us, SAM turns to Block to find out more about the 
many insects that fly, crawl and creep around campus. 

What’s  
Bugging You?

Northern Dog-Day Cicada 
(Neotibicen canicularis)
this common cicada provides 
the loud, seemingly constant 
background buzz heard on warm 
summer days. 

Golden-eyed Lacewing (Chrysopa 
oculata) these nocturnal insects are 
found around campus lights at night. 
their larvae are sometimes called aphid 
wolves, because they eat aphids and 
other soft-bodied insects.

Filter Fly (Clogmia albipunctata)
Also called drain flies, these furry-looking 
insects can be annoyingly common indoors 
because their larvae live in sludge-based 
habitats, such as shower drains and 
bathroom sinks.

Striped Cucumber Beetle 
(Acalymma vittatum) this colorful 
beetle feeds on a variety of cucurbit 
species (e.g., pumpkins and 
cucumbers). they can be significant 
agricultural pests, damaging a wide 
variety of crop species.

Halloween Pennant (Celithemis eponina)
named for its orange-and-brown wings, 
this is a common dragonfly around ponds 
throughout the summer and is usually easy 
to find at Ames pond. 

european Skipper (Thymelicus lineola)
Accidentally introduced to north America 
in the early 20th century, this butterfly is 
now one of the area’s most common species 
during late spring and early summer. it is 
seen at many nectar sources on campus.

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 
(Halyomorpha halys)
this invasive species (an 
agricultural pest) is our most 
common stink bug. the bugs can 
hide out indoors when it’s cold,  
so don’t be surprised to see one  
in the middle of winter.

Ailanthus Webworm 
Moth (Atteva aurea)
As colorful as many 
butterflies, this distinctive 
moth is on campus 
throughout the summer 
and early fall. it is often 
found nectaring on flowers 
during the day and around 
lights at night.

eastern Pine elfin 
(Callophrys niphon)
this beautifully 
patterned butterfly 
feeds on pine trees as 
a caterpillar. A spring 
species, the adults  
are seen on campus in 
early April, usually by 
the trail to the Caves.

Twelve-Spotted Skimmer (Libellula 
pulchella) this is a male of one of the most 
common and recognizable dragonflies at 
ponds in the united states. they’re often seen 
around Ames pond during the summer.

Deer Fly (Chrysops 
vittatus) watch out 
for this deer fly’s bite! 
Females use their 
knife-like mouthparts 
to slice open your 
skin, so they can drink 
your blood. Avoid the 
shaded, wet woods 
on the north side 
of campus in the 
summer if you don’t 
want to encounter 
this species.

Coppery emerald (Somatochlora 
georgiana) possibly the rarest find on 
campus so far, this female was the only 
one ever to be recorded in Bristol County 
(and one of only a few in the state). poorly 
known, this species is sometimes referred 
to as the unicorn of the dragonfly world.

American Copper (Lycaena phlaeas)
this small, showy butterfly can be seen on 
campus—especially around the edges  
of the rugby fields—from the end of spring 
through the beginning of fall. 

Antlion (Myrmeleon immaculatus)
this is the adult of the fascinating 
antlions, whose predatorial larvae bury 
themselves and create a funnel-shaped 
sandpit above them that causes ants 
to fall to their doom.

Loosestrife Borer 
(Papaipema 
lysimachiae)
this beautiful, 
uncommon species 
lays eggs only on 
whorled yellow-
loosestrife plants. 
look for it on campus 
during september.

eight-lined Leafhopper (Gyponana 
octolineata) these pine-feeding, colorful 
leafhoppers are attracted to lights at night. 
most species in this genus are difficult to 
identify, but the extensive pink markings 
on this species are unique.
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Heard on the Hill eight notable Stonehill tidbits

Costume Craze: Halloween has always 
been big on campus, with students 
dressing as everything from witches 
and cowboys to movie characters 
and animals. Take, for example, this 
throwback photo of Top Gun’s Goose 
and Maverick from the 2004 ACRES 
yearbook. 

Big Spenders: The College-issued 
HillCard allows students to make 
purchases at 28 Easton stores and 
restaurants. Recent figures show that, 
just using their HillCards, our students 
spend more than $500,000 annually  
in Easton businesses.

$500
thousand 

Less Waste: Word has it that new 
showerheads in the residence halls 
save around four million gallons of 
water per year. 

Defining Diversity: “Diversity is 
being invited to a party. Inclusion 
is being asked to dance,” Connie 
Cabello, director of intercultural 
affairs, in her keynote address to 
local high school students at a spring 
Diversity Recognition Day at Cape 
Cod Community College.

SWEET SEND-OFF: At the pre-Commencement barbecue, the  
College kisses the seniors goodbye. Of course, the kisses are chocolate 
ones presented in purple goodie bags prepared by Student Alumni 
Association volunteers. The bags contain notes of congratulations and 
encouragement from family, faculty, classmates and friends. 

Completely Freakish: “The culture, 
the spirit, the strangeness that is 
this point between childhood and 
adulthood, that completely freakish 
concept of living with your best 
friends for four years, the adventure of 
it all. It’s magical and disgusting and 
beautiful and wonderful and strange 
all at once,” excerpt from Ryan DiFalco’s 
farewell editorial in Rolling Stonehill. 

Tracking & Trailing: The Massachusetts 
State Police canine unit likes sniffing 
around Stonehill. On three occasions in 
recent times, it has used our grounds 
for training, most recently in June 
when officers put their Belgian Malinois 
through tracking and trailing exercises 
in wooded areas of campus.

QUIZ: When Stonehill opened for 
classes on Sept. 20, 1948, there were 
two official buildings on campus, 
Donahue Hall and the Ames Gym (now 
Alumni Hall). How many individual 
buildings are there on campus today?  

A. 42   B. 65   C. 71  
Turn to p. 34 to see if your answer is correct. 
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Current Position: Executive 
Assistant to the Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. 
Commencement Coordinator.

Years at Stonehill: 15

Most challenging part of 
planning Commencement: The 
weather—especially for this year’s 
Commencement. The forecast 
was particularly threatening, 
and it was the largest class in 
our history. It is the one thing we 
can’t change or control about the 
event. Luckily, the day turned  
out to be beautiful, and we were 
able to be outside. It was a gift.

Biggest Commencement 
mishap: Twice in my 15 years  
of organizing Commencement,  
a graduate has arrived late after 
his name had already been  
called. We then had to scramble 
to fit him into a spot and get  
the information to the degree 
reader, so that the graduate could 
walk across the stage in front  
of his family.  

The best part of 
Commencement: I would like to 
say the end, because then I breathe 
a sigh of relief. Actually, though, it 
is the beginning of the ceremony 
when Pomp and Circumstance 
begins to play, and the graduates 
process down the Donahue stairs. 
It is a beautiful sight even after 15 
years.

Favorite Stonehill moment: My 
daughter Sarah graduated in 2015. 
After planning Commencement  
for so many years, it was finally my 
turn. I was planning a big event  
for the College but also planning 
the same event for my family.

Best spot on campus: My 
husband and I live close by, so 
on the weekends and sometimes 
in the evening, we’ll walk the 
campus. The pond and the bridge 
are so beautiful and serene. It just 
relaxes you. 

Words of wisdom that I live by: 
Treat people with respect, and you 
will respect yourself.

quick chat 
Nancy Dunsing  

A Summer with Blok 
YOU MIGHT NOT THINK that poring over 
the work of Russian Poet Alexander Blok 
is a perfect way to spend long summer 
days. But it certainly was for John Golden, 
associate professor of languages, literatures 
and cultures, and Alina Shklyarenko ’17, a 
psychology and French/German major. 

During their Summer 
Undergraduate Research 
Experience (SURE) project, the 
two translated from Russian 
into English a part of Blok’s 
monumental poem Vozmezdie 
(Retribution), written between 
1910 and 1921. 

“Our hope is to supplement 
the partial translation by Sir 

Cecil Kisch, published in 1960, by translating 
and publishing the sections Kisch omitted,” 
says Golden, who became interested in Blok 
when he stumbled upon him during an 
honors capstone course he taught years ago.  

“When I read Blok, he reminded me 
very much of my all-time favorite poet, the 
French symbolist Charles Baudelaire,” recalls 
Golden. “I read some more about Blok and 
discovered that his Retribution had been only 
partially translated into English.”

For Shklyarenko, who is originally 
from the Ukraine and moved to the United 
States when she was 8, the project was an 
ideal fit—she had had a lot of exposure to 
Russian poetry throughout her childhood 
and adolescence. “I spent the first month 
learning about Blok’s biography, symbolism, 
translation theory and the literary choices a 
translator makes. Then, I finally started to 
translate snippets of Retribution,” she says of 
her SURE project. 

The most challenging part of the project, 
Shklyarenko notes, was deciding where to 
place emphasis: rhyme, rhythm, connotation. 
“Blok’s poetry is unique in its beautiful 
rhythm and rhyme. I believe it’s important 
to mimic that in the English translation as 
closely as possible.”
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Make Some 
Noise THERE ARE NO LONGER 
any whispers, shushes or hushed 
tones on the main floor of the 
MacPháidín Library. Updates to the 
first floor encourage students to 
collaborate and de-stress as they 
research and study.
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 “Space changes  
can influence  
what happens in 
that space,”
—Library Director Cheryl McGrath  
on the MacPháidín Library’s  
transformation to meet student needs.

3 4

8

Volume Control 
WHILE THE first floor is considered 
the noisy floor, there are still plenty 
of quiet—even silent—spaces in the 
Library for students who prefer a more 
traditional study environment. 

Thanks to volume signs that  
graphic design and studio arts  
major Burke Oppenheim ’14 created 
when he interned with Stonehill’s 
Marketing Department, students know 
which floor meets their study need. 
• First Floor: Noisy, 

Collaborative
• Second Floor: 

Quiet, Low-Volume 
Discussions

• Third Floor: Silent 
(except in the 
Center for Writing and 
Academic Achievement)

Going Up
THE FIRST FLOOR isn’t the only space  
to undergo updates. The second and 
third floors, the quieter spaces, each 
have some highlights as well. The 
second floor now boasts a Special 
Collections Area that provides a poetry 
collection and more primary source 
and rare materials for faculty and 
student research. The third floor  
houses the Center for Writing and 
Academic Achievement that is highly 
accessible for students. 

A MacPháidín Welcome
STUDENTS look 
forward to seeing 
the bronze bust 
of the Library’s 
namesake, the late 
President Bartley 
MacPháidín, C.S.C. 
’59,  as they enter 
the building. 
Each season, 
he is adorned 
with a 
different hat. 

1 FOOD FUEL
The highly popular Ace’s Place 
café offers Starbucks beverages, 
bagels, muffins, yogurt, 
sandwiches, salads and soup, 
among other items, to help 
fuel study sessions. With booth 
seating, it has become a favorite 
social space among Library 
patrons. 

2 DOWN SOUTH 
The south end is considered 
a comfortable, informal space 
with intimate seating that 
encourages more engagement 
during faculty presentations, 
book discussions and events. 

3–4 STUDY BREAK
Recognizing the need for 
students to relieve stress, the 
Library created a leisure reading 

and DVD collection (3). When a 
study break is needed, there is a 
selection of board games—from 
checkers to Yahtzee—along 
with a giant coloring page 
for those enjoying the adult 
coloring trend (4). 

5 ALONE TOGETHER 
When Stonehill’s largest class, 
the Class of 2016, arrived, the 
staff recognized the need 
for more study areas. Cheryl 
McGrath, library director, says 
that students like to “study alone 
together,” meaning that they 
study independently but in a 
group. This new seating meets 
that need.  

6 NOT YOUR AVERAGE DISCO
The Flynn Discovery and 
Collaboration Space, a.k.a. 

DisCo, is a multipurpose room 
used by the entire campus 
community. With flexible 
seating, couches and bar height 
counters, it is a space used 
to plug in a laptop and work, 
hold small group sessions or 
have class meetings. Recently, 
a journalism class met there 
to Skype with journalists from 
around the world. And, yes, 
there is a Disco ball hanging 
from the ceiling. 

7 COLLABORATIVE 
CONSULTATION 
At the Info Café, students and 
librarians collaborate to produce 
better research.

8 DIGITAL LEARNING 
In the new Digital Innovation 
Lab, students and faculty meet 
to test different methodologies 
and technologies that can then 
be used in the classroom. A 
podcasting studio is the lab’s 
first initiative. 

AS MORE RESOURCES have moved from bookshelves to 
online, the MacPháidín Library has restructured its space to 
address the ways that today’s student uses the Library. 
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Toting It
FROM BACKPACKS and 
messenger bags to totes and 
computer cases, we asked 
diners in the Roche Dining 
Commons: “What do you carry 
with you around campus?”

Julian Smith-Sparks ’19
Headphones

Lorraine Smith ’17 
Binder with my schedule

Katherine Anderson ’19  
Hill card

Sung-Kook Guevara ’19 
Water

Baylee Kimbar ’18  
Pens/pencils

Mariellen Hardy ’20  
Mini stapler

Morgan Martini ’17 
Inhaler

Kathryn Lusa ’17  
Work keys

Adam Mocciola ’19  
Clif  Bar 

Lauren LoRusso ’19  
Ibuprofen

Brett Gammon ’17 
iPhone charger
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Why do you enjoy playing Ace? 
Stonehill was my first choice, and I knew 
that if I got in, I would want to be the 
mascot. It’s cool being Ace because  
nobody knows who is under the head, 
so I can really get the crowd going and 
be as crazy as I want. I love going to the 
parents’ section at the football games. 
They love Ace.  

Skills needed: School spirit. You need 
to be willing to go to every event and be 
as energetic and enthusiastic as possible. 
When a song comes on, I dance and go 
up to people to get them to dance. When 
the crowd is quiet, I usually throw my 
arms up or put my hand to Ace’s ear so 
that they make some noise. I sometimes 
have t-shirts to throw to the crowd, so, of 
course, that gets them excited. 

Mascot challenges: The heat. I will 
never forget the first time I was Ace; it 
was almost 100 degrees outside. People 
couldn’t even sit in the stands. It was the 
first football game of the 2014 season, and 
I had to take a break every 10 minutes to 
get water. Even when it isn’t hot out, it still 
gets extremely hot in the suit. 

What has being Ace taught you? 
Perseverance and commitment. There 
are some days when I dread having to go 
out in the heat, or the crowd is small and 
not very loud. But I always do my best 
to push through and make the best out 
of the experience. If I’m having fun, then 
chances are the crowd is having fun, too.  

Little known facts: Being Ace is a 
work study job listed as “Identity Rep” on 
the job site. 

Ace attends home and some away 
events: football, soccer, field hockey, 
volleyball, equestrian, cross country 
and tennis in the fall; basketball and ice 
hockey in the winter; baseball, softball, 
track and lacrosse in the spring. Ace also 
attends the Stonehill welcome days and 
other events. 

There are no tryouts to be the mascot. 
Anyone who applies gets to be Ace.

Other campus activities: Peer 
and Moreau Honors Program Mentor, 
My Brother’s Keeper and Habitat for 
Humanity Volunteer, Work Study in the 
Athletics Office

Meet Our Mascot
LINSEY MALIA ’18 is one of four students who regularly plays 
Ace the Skyhawk at various athletic events throughout the 
year. The psychology major and sociology minor also handles 
all of Ace’s scheduling and hires new students each year to 
take on the role of the friendly Skyhawk. So what does it take 
to be Ace? We asked Malia, and here is what she had to say. 

 “If I’m having fun, 
then chances 
are the crowd is 
having fun, too.” 



FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
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On the Brain
ACCORDING TO the National Institutes of 
Health, more than one in three adults in the 
U.S. are obese. It is a serious health crisis that 
affects men, women and children. In her lab 
at Stonehill, Assistant Professor of Biology 
Nicole Cyr and her students are researching 
the link between obesity and the brain, 
exploring why the brain fights to maintain the 
obese state in some people. SAM asked Cyr 
how she became interested in her research, 
what is something we don’t understand about 
obesity and why the brain—and its 100 billion 
neurons—is so fascinating to study. 

GROWING UP, I THOUGHT I WOULD BECOME: A writer. When 
I was young, I really enjoyed writing and wrote my first short 
story in grade school. Later, I became interested in science. 
Now, I enjoy writing about science.

HOW I BECAME INTERESTED IN BIOLOGY: The middle school 
science fair. It was the first time I was able to do a project on 
my own making earthquakes and simulating plates shifting 
at various strengths. In science labs, I had participated in 
experiments where we all followed a recipe with a known 
outcome. However, there was no set outcome for my science 
fair project. Instead, I had to test a hypothesis and see 
what happened. It was my first glimpse into the process of 
discovery, which I still love. Today, I try to volunteer as a 
science fair judge as much as I can.  

WHY I RESEARCH THE LINK BETWEEN OBESITY AND CHANGES 

IN THE BRAIN: Over the past 20 years, cases of obesity and 
obesity-related diseases like Type 2 Diabetes in adults and 
children have risen dramatically. In fact, Type 2 Diabetes 
was once considered an adult condition but is now being 
diagnosed in children. In my lab, we are trying to understand 
the changes in the brain that perpetuate obesity and 
contribute to the onset of Type 2 Diabetes. By understanding 
these changes, we hope to find a way to reverse and/or 
prevent obesity and obesity-associated diseases.   

SOMETHING PEOPLE DON’T REALIZE ABOUT OBESITY: Obesity 
causes biochemical changes in your brain that make it hard 
to lose weight and keep weight off. While it is possible, your 
brain fights to maintain the obese state. 

THE BRAIN IS FASCINATING TO STUDY BECAUSE: It controls 
our movements, consciousness, thoughts, feelings, memories, 
personality and experiences. The more we understand about 
the brain the more we understand about ourselves.

I OFTEN TELL MY STUDENTS: We can’t avoid all stress, but I 
believe in the phrase, “Don’t sweat the small stuff.” Stress is 
bad for your brain. It is really important to find things that 
make you happy and help to keep your life balanced.

IN MY CLASSES, STUDENTS ARE MOST SURPRISED TO LEARN: 

That the human body, which is comprised of over 30 trillion 
cells, develops from one single cell. The development of 
neurons in the brain is surprising and fascinating. Neurons 
are created very quickly during early development (at a rate 
of about 200 neurons/minute), and there are actually more 
neurons in the infant brain than the adult brain. There is a 
process of pruning that takes place to get down to the 100 
billion neurons in the adult brain.  

WHEN I’M NOT IN THE LAB, I LIKE TO: Spend time with my 
family. I have a 7-year-old daughter who is very active, so 
we spend a lot of time at places like Frothingham Park and 
Borderland State Park.  
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Fan Behavior
FOR MILLIONS of people, 

there’s nothing more fun 
than a big sports event. 
Associate Professor of 
Marketing Lee McGinnis 

counts himself among 
the enthusiasts who enjoy a 

good game, but the dark side of sports 
is on his mind, too. 

McGinnis is particularly interested 
in excessive fan consumption, which 
occurs when identification with a 
sports team or entity becomes a major 
part of a person’s identity.

In a new study on the behaviors 
of fans of New Zealand’s All Blacks 
rugby team, McGinnis and his Kiwi 
co-author, Professor Robert Davis, 
formerly of Unitec Institute of 

Technology, use the lens of excessive 
fan consumption to focus on the 
connections among the All Blacks, the 
indigenous Maori and the country of 
New Zealand, itself.

“New Zealand is very interesting 
because it’s a small island country of 
4.5 million people, and the All Blacks 
are one of the world’s preeminent rugby 
teams,” says McGinnis, who serves as 
co-director of Stonehill’s sports, science 
and society minor. “In the study, we 
unpack excessive fan consumption 
evolving from countrywide patriotism.”

The study identifies excessive fan 
consumption behaviors such as social 
media cyberbullying against those who 
do not support the All Blacks and fans 
putting the All Blacks before their own 
families as a priority. 

Alcohol consumption is prevalent 
at games, and when fans identify so 

deeply with their team they may react 
violently if they perceive the team is 
being treated unfairly.

McGinnis is also quick to point 
out that “excessive” is not necessarily 
negative. It can create positive social 
interactions in communities and, 
as in New Zealand’s case, deepen a 

shared sense of patriotism. “People 
are engaging in something beyond 
themselves, and it becomes a part of 
self-identity,” he says. “It can also 
create a form of social capital, and it 
can be heartfelt as well.”

Rethinking “Om”
PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY Anna 
Lännström is asking her students to 
stretch themselves—existentially, of 
course, but also literally. In her new 
course, Yoga, Mindfulness and Indian 
Philosophy, Lännström includes an 
hour of hatha yoga so that students can 
explore mindfulness and yoga as tools 
to slow down and find balance in their 
lives.

“One of the things that I’ve 
been frustrated with is 
that philosophy can get 
too theoretical,” says 
Lännström, who also 
serves as chair of the 
Philosophy Department. 
“You’re reading all of 
these important ideas, 
but you're not making 
any connections to what 
people do in their regular 
lives. There’s a gap. I want 

students to not just talk and think, I 
want them to do.”

So, together with Rachel Santos ’17, 
a yoga enthusiast, and Kristy Kuhn, 
an adjunct professor in the Visual 
and Performing Arts Department and 
certified yoga instructor, Lännström 
developed a course that combines two 
traditional weekly classroom sessions 
covering the study of Indian philosophy 
and its Western adoption with a third 
session in which Kuhn guides the 

class in hatha yoga. Santos 
then leads a discussion 

examining how the 
ideas of philosophy 
and yoga apply to 
modern lives.

On the 
surface, it seems 
like a harmonious 
match: students 

learn about 
Eastern philosophy 

while also de-

stressing. But this is philosophy, so 
Lännström’s intent is more complex. 
While she practices yoga for all of 
the stereotypical Western reasons—
to stretch and calm her body and 
mind—she is increasingly 
uncomfortable with its 
implications. 

“You’re taking 
someone else’s 
religious tradition and 
appropriating it as part of 
your exercise regime,” Lännström says. 
“This came out of thousands of years of 
Hindu and Buddhist tradition.”

Those conflicted feelings figure into 
class conversations. “The aim is for the 
students to wrestle with these questions 
and for them to think and talk in a 
thoughtful way. It’s not about me telling 
them what to think,” she says. “But 
when students go to a yoga class  
and the instructor calls on them to 
chant, ‘om,’ I want them to think twice 
about it.”

 “People are engaging in 
something beyond themselves, 
and it becomes a part of self-
identity.” —Lee McGinnis





After a high school hockey 
accident left him paralyzed, 
Matthew Brown ’16 didn’t 
think college was in the cards. 
But over the course of four 
years, he didn’t just find his 
place at Stonehill: He became 
one of its brightest stars. 
by erin peterson

of Matt
Brown

The

Indomitable
Spirit
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F OR HOCKEY PLAYERS, one of the most important early 
lessons of the game is tenacity. It has to be: It’s a sport 
where players don’t just contend with opposing teams, 
but with the icy playing surface itself. 

Just ask Matthew Brown ’16. He spent his childhood on 
the ice, from his first wobbly steps on the rink to playing for 
his high school hockey team. “Growing up in hockey, you 
know you’re always going to get hit and you’re always going 
to fall down, but you’re also always going to get back up and 
get into play,” he says.

But one day, he didn’t. On Jan. 23, 2010, Brown, then 
a high school sophomore, was playing for Norwood, his 
high school team, against rival Weymouth. He was racing 
after the puck, which hit the boards and ricocheted between 
Brown’s legs. He looked down to track the puck and was 
hit from behind. Crashing headfirst into the boards, he lost 

consciousness. When he came to, he saw his mom standing 
on the ice, and noticed a tiny, worrying detail: The bottom of 
her jeans were soaked. She’d clearly been standing on the ice 
for a long time. And when he tried to get back up, his panic 
rose: “Nothing happened,” he recalls. “I tried again, and it 
was more of the same. That’s when I knew something was 
wrong.”

It was. Brown had broken his fourth and fifth cervical 
vertebrae, paralyzing him from the chest down. What 
followed was a blur of hospitals and surgeries, including a 
21-day stint at Boston Children’s Hospital, where doctors 
stabilized his neck and spine, cleared out shattered bone 
fragments and determined the extent of his injuries: He was 
paralyzed from the chest down and had limited control of 
his shoulders and arms. He spent the next three months 
at the Shepherd Center in Atlanta, which specializes in 
rehabilitation for people with spinal cord injuries.

For however optimistic his care team was—they 
constantly reminded him that his new life, which included 
a motorized wheelchair, might not be forever—Brown 
found himself spending a lot of time mentally crossing off 
life experiences he’d once assumed would be in his future: 
Hockey. Finishing high school. College.

A new mindset
If Brown admits he was initially pessimistic about his chances 
at college, it wasn’t an opinion shared by all. His aunt, 
Trisha Brown, who is also Stonehill’s longtime head women’s 
basketball coach, thought he should give Stonehill a closer 
look.

Matt had been cheering on the Skyhawks since third 
grade, and Trisha nudged him to consider the school more 
seriously. “I knew Stonehill would be the perfect fit because 
of the community here,” she says. “They would be able to 
meet his needs, and I knew he would make a positive impact 
here.”

While Brown had the academic chops to succeed at 
Stonehill, it was important to make sure that the fit extended 
beyond the classroom. Brown and his family visited Stonehill, 
carefully going over every last detail to make sure that he’d 
have all the resources he’d need to excel: facilitators who 
could help him in the classroom with tasks ranging from 
flipping textbook pages to typing up the test answers that he 
dictated to them. Nurses who could feed him at mealtimes. A 
modified bed and overhead lift so he could get in and out of 
bed in the morning.

Also factoring into the equation was Brown’s longtime 
friend, Austin Glaser ’16, a fellow high school athlete who’d 
known Brown since they’d played Little League together 
as 6-year-olds. Glaser, too, was considering Stonehill, and 
they both liked the idea of starting college as a team. They 
discussed becoming roommates.

And while Glaser knew he’d have more of an outsize 
role than a traditional roommate—he would need to tackle 
a range of tasks for Brown, from shutting off his computer 
to feeding him meals when nurses were off duty—he also 
quickly disabuses the notion that the support went just one 
way. “Having Matt as a roommate made the transition from 
high school to college easier,” he says. “And he helped me 
meet new people and new friends.” They lived together all 
four years.

Moving beyond fear
Though Brown and his family had done more due diligence 
than perhaps any other first-year student who arrived in the 
fall of 2012, Brown admits that his first days at the college 
were anything but easy.

“My first week there, I thought I’d made the wrong 
decision,” he says. “I had come from a community in 
Norwood where I had so much support, and I didn’t know 
how much I would get at Stonehill. I was terrified.”

His fears dissipated as quickly as any other student’s 
as he learned to navigate his classes, schoolwork and new 
friendships. It turned out that students at Stonehill were 
adept at seeing the friendly, sports-loving, relentlessly positive 
fellow student, and not the wheelchair that might have 
otherwise separated them.

“Matt is a very genuine, down-to-earth guy,” says fellow 
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It turned out that students 
at Stonehill were adept at 
seeing the friendly, sports-
loving, relentlessly positive 
fellow student, and not the 
wheelchair that might have 
otherwise separated them.
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classmate and senior class president Cody Page ’16. “He’s 
outgoing and he’s also humble.”

And as Brown found his comfort zone with his friends 
and the team who assisted him in his daily life, he began 
to think about his college experience with the same tireless 
determination that he had once applied to hockey. When 
he arrived, he’d given himself the flexibility to think about 
taking five or six years to find a major and finish his 
coursework. But as the credits and semesters piled up, and his 
love of his communications courses deepened, he realized he 
had a real shot at graduating in four years and being with his 
class at Commencement.

Recognizing perseverance
Meanwhile, his classmates had Brown on their minds as 
well. The Legacy Committee for the senior class was charged 
with coming up with a class gift this past spring, and when 
committee member Christopher Donlon ’16 suggested a 
scholarship named in Brown’s honor, it struck a chord. 

For Page, who co-chaired the Legacy Committee, it made 
perfect sense. “When employers comment on Stonehill, they 
always mention work ethic and humility,” he says. “That’s 
just the kind of person Matt is. It’s what he embodies. And 
that’s why we decided to name the scholarship the Matt 
Brown ’16 Perseverance Scholarship.” [See sidebar.]

When Brown learned that he was the namesake of the 
scholarship, it left him literally speechless. “I don’t even have 
the words to describe what it meant to me, but I love it so 
much,” he says. “It made me realize that I really did have 
an impact during my four years here. I really hope that I did 
leave a mark.” 

The thousands of dollars raised by the senior class were 
matched by even more generous donations by Stonehill’s 
50th reunion class of 1966, which brought the total to nearly 
$70,000. Stonehill awarded the first scholarship this fall to a 
deserving student who has overcome a significant obstacle. 

Looking back—and ahead
Now that he’s graduated, Brown says he plans on taking 
a short but well deserved break after four straight years of 
intense effort. “These last few years took a lot out of me, but 
it’s a great kind of tired,” he says.

He ultimately hopes to pursue a career in sports 
communications, perhaps as a journalist or radio broadcaster. 
Though some might assume his interest in athletics would 
have waned after the accident, his passion for sports never 
wavered. “I definitely see sports in a different way than I used 
to,” he admits. “But in some ways, I love them even more.”

Perhaps it’s because the deeper lessons of sports are etched 
so deeply into him that they might as well be in his DNA. 
There are a million ways that life will find a way to send you 
to the ground. It’s his job, he knows, to always find a way 
back up again.

 

that’s so stonehill  
A Scholarship Story
WHEN THE SENIOR CLASS CREATED the Matt Brown ’16 
Perseverance Scholarship, they were eager to make 
a splash with a big gift. But even they knew that 
reaching the minimum funding threshold to endow a 
scholarship—$25,000—would be a tall order for a group 
of current students. Still, they aimed high. 

And when Stonehill’s Class of 1966 caught wind 
of the effort, they decided to step up to help, says 
Assistant Vice President for Advancement and Director 
of Development Doug Smith. “It was the first time 
we’ve ever had a graduating class and a class 50 years 
earlier come together for one scholarship,” he says. “But 
I think the idea that Stonehill alumni help each other is 
something that’s always been a part of the school.”

Today, the scholarship has an endowment that will 
provide nearly $3,500 to a deserving student this year 
and will continue to grow. To make a gift, visit stonehill.
edu/giving/matt-brown-perseverance-schola/.

MATT BROWN DAY Brown with President Denning, C.S.C. [top] 
and with Zachary O’Connor ’16 [below] on March 3 when the 
scholarship was officially announced. 
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Y ou spent four years here as a student. You know the 
quad, the Dining Commons, the residence halls and 
almost all of the classrooms like the back of your hand. 
You might even be familiar with the less frequented 

spots on campus like the caves, the little chapel in Holy Cross 
Center or the Garden Room on the east side of Donahue Hall. 
Feel like you’ve seen it all?

SAM asked folks on campus to tell us 
about some unexplored areas or 
unseen items that they know of 
but that you may have missed 
or, perhaps, never knew 
existed. by kim lawrence

TELEPHONE BOOTH  A conversation piece, for sure. 
This telephone booth sits in the Academic Affairs 
Office and displays gifts that students bring back from 
their study abroad trips. Currently, it showcases items 
from Australia, Granada, Ireland, France, Columbia, 
England, Israel, Peru and Spain.
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unseen   
 stonehill

OBSERVATORY Unless you’ve taken an astronomy 
or physics class, you probably haven’t been to the 
Observatory at the top of the Merkert-Tracy Building.  
With two rotating domes and telescopes, the Observatory 
provides an impressive way to see the night sky.

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY Soon after the Route 
138 entrance, people often notice the white gate 
that opens to the Holy Cross Cemetery. The peaceful 
setting inside is the final resting place for the Holy 
Cross priests and brothers who have served Stonehill. 

BOOK OF KELLS 
Created by Celtic monks, the Book 
of Kells depicts the four gospels of 
the New Testament and is one of 
Western Civilization’s great cultural 
achievements. The MacPháidín 
Library has a beautiful reproduction.

NATURE TRAIL The nature trail 
that begins behind the Grotto 
is an invaluable resource to the 
Stonehill community. Trail-
goers can see green volcanic 
rock and various plants, trees, 
fungi and moss as well as 
chipmunks, deer, squirrels, 
snakes and frogs.

LIBRARY BALCONY  There is almost no place in 
the Library that is completely off limits, except the 
second floor balcony at the front of the building. 
Students can see the balcony from the two study 
rooms located on either side. 
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DONAHUE BATHROOM Who doesn’t love an old 
fashioned, pedestal sink and tub? This relic remains 
on the third floor of the original Ames mansion, a.k.a. 
Donahue Hall. 

VIEW FROM THE PRESIDENT’S OFFICE  
Ever wonder what the president sees when he 
looks out onto campus from his second floor 
office in Donahue Hall? A spectacular view.

HAFSTROM-SWANSON HOUSE  Known for its thatched 
cottage appearance, the president’s residence located on 
Washington Street was named in honor of its former resident-
sisters Bertha (Hafstrom) Swanson and Anna (Hafstrom) 
Lunde, who both had worked for the Ames family. Purchased 
by Stonehill in the 1980s, three College presidents have since 
lived in the house. 

Did You  
Know This? 
The tile floor near the  
Atrium windows in the 
Shields Science Center  
is heated, and many 
buildings have at least one 
filtered water fountain  
so that you can fill your 
water bottles.
 — Catherine A. Tierney ’18 and Michaela  
D’Ambrosio ’16, authors of the First-Year  
Stonehill Survival Guide
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SHOVELS  Almost all of our students hear about our 
shovel collection at some point during their four years, 
but many never see it. Even if shovels aren’t your thing, 
it is an impressive collection of more than 700 shovels 
and definitely worth visiting the next time you are on 
campus. (Contact the Archives to visit.)

POOL DIVING BOARD  The old pool in Alumni Hall is a 
popular part of campus lore. In the Alumni Hall conference 
room, you can still see the marks of where the diving board 
used to sit. 

POLICE CRUISER  Some don’t realize that we have three 
fully equipped police cruisers—each with a transport 
barrier—used for transfers. Campus Police also encourages 
students to call and request a safety escort when needed.

CLOCK AT THE CLOCK FARM  The E. Howard Steeple 
Clock at the Clock Farm—one of only 3,000 in the U.S.—
is located deep inside the attic where you can see the 
inner workings of the four-faced striking steeple clock. 



2 0   S T O N E H I L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E

 “he used his irish charm and 
his wit and his intellect to 
attract people to stonehill 
who could be helpful in a 
number of ways,”
—Francis X. Dillon ’70, Vice President for Advancement 
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Rev. Bartley MacPháidín, C.S.C. ’59  
Leaves a Lasting Legacy

by bryan marquard, boston globe  

 Safely
 

homel
l
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multilingual since his childhood in an irish 
village, Rev. Bartley MacPháidín, C.S.C. ’59 
became fluent in several languages, but some 
were still beyond his grasp when he became 
president of Stonehill in 1978.

“I was not prepared and would have benefited 
from a mentor to help me learn the languages  
of high finance and educational public policy,”  
he told the College’s alumni magazine in 1998.

He turned out to be a quick study in monetary 
dialects. His fundraising helped the campus 
add more than 20 buildings during his 23-year 
tenure, the longest of any Stonehill president.  
He led the school’s first capital campaign, 
exceeding its goal by $3 million, and his legacy 
includes residence halls, a sports complex, a 
science center, the Martin Institute for Law and 
Society, and a library that bears his name. 

“He had a great eye for where to place buildings, so the 
College developed a campus that is extraordinarily beautiful,” 
Rev. John Denning, C.S.C., Stonehill’s current president, 
said of Fr. MacPháidín. “His impact on the College was 
monumental.”

Fr. MacPháidín, whose wit, storytelling and congenial 
presence defined Stonehill’s identity as much as the campus he 
helped shape, died of congestive heart failure on March 17 in 
Holy Cross House on the grounds of the University of Notre 
Dame in Indiana. He was 79.

“He used his Irish charm and his wit and his intellect to 
attract people to Stonehill who could be helpful in a number 
of ways,” said Francis X. Dillon ’70, Stonehill’s vice president 
for advancement. “We were sort of a small, sleepy school until 
he became president. He really put Stonehill on the map.”

Richard Finnegan ’64, a professor emeritus who formerly 
chaired Stonehill’s political science department, remarked 
when Fr. MacPháidín marked 20 years as president that “to 

be terribly blunt about it, in fundraising, the College had 
operated in a very modest way before Bartley’s presidency. He 
catapulted it into the big leagues.”

Founded in 1948 by Congregation of the Holy Cross, 
which Fr. MacPháidín would later join, Stonehill had only 
been in existence six years when he arrived as an 18-year-old 
from Ireland. He taught theology and religious studies before 
becoming the school’s eighth president. “I’ve gone from 
teaching Kierkegaard and Aquinas to specializing in capital 
accumulation, endowments and bond issues,” Fr. MacPháidín 
told the Irish Independent in 1985.

Still, he was philosophical about his fundraising duties. “I 
always have a strong sense that I’m not asking for myself,” he 
told the Boston Globe in 1998. “It makes it not only bearable 
but challenging.”

To some who saw Fr. MacPháidín work a room of 
business executives and would-be donors, however, the task 
often didn’t look that challenging. Dillon recalled that he 
“would hear time after time, ‘How could you say no to Fr. 
MacPháidín?’”

The sixth of seven children, Bartley MacPháidín was 
born in a village in County Donegal. His parents, James 
McFadden and the former Margaret Duggan, ran a small 
store, but the family was so large “that little shop was not 
enough to sustain us,” said Fr. MacPháidín’s younger brother, 
Tadhg, who lives in Dublin. Their father spent a few months 
every year in Scotland in a variety of manual labor jobs to 
supplement the family’s income.

Years later, when it was time to sign his doctoral 
dissertation, Fr. MacPháidín changed the spelling of his last 
name to a more traditional Irish version. Doing so recognized 
“the informative influences on my intellectual creativity” that 
hearkened back to his youth, he told the Hartford Courant in 
1996.

As a boy, Fr. MacPháidín “always was quiet. He never 
caused any problems for his parents. He would help his mum 
with the cooking,” his brother said. Young Bartley also was 
enchanted with movies, watching them in local parish halls 
and reading about film stars. He initially intended to travel 
to Hollywood, before the stop at Stonehill along the way 
became a permanent detour.

A strong student, Fr. MacPháidín grew up speaking Irish 
Gaelic in conversation, and he also learned English, Latin, 
and other languages, with Italian always a favorite. “He had 
a gift for languages and that manifested itself early on,” said 
his brother, who added that Fr. MacPháidín’s affinity for 
words carried over into letter-writing. His letters home were 
always left out for all to read.

“He was really able to portray his life to us,” his brother 
said. “You felt you were almost there, he was so descriptive.”

Fr. MacPháidín attended Coláiste Einde secondary school 
in Galway before going to Stonehill, from which he graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in philosophy in 1959. He also 
studied at Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, receiving 

 “since being a young adult, i have wanted 
to serve the church, and now to have my 
contributions recognized at the papal level, 
it is more than i ever expected.”—Fr. Bartley

l
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1958
PATH TO PRIESTHOOD:
Bartley McFadden, as 
he then spelled his 
name, leads a group 
of seminarians as 
they moved into Pius 
X Seminary, today a 
retreat house on lower 
campus.

1993
SURROUNDED BY ART: 
Blessed with a keen 
eye for things of 
beauty, Fr. MacPháidín 
collected artwork for 
both the College and 
for Hafstrom-Swanson 
House, the president’s 
residence.

1987
WORLD STAGE Whether 
meeting Pope John 
Paul II at the Vatican, 
President Ronald 
Reagan in the White 
House or Mother 
Theresa on a plane, Fr. 
MacPháidín operated 
on a global stage.

1997
CONSTRUCTION FORCE: 
While president,  
Fr. MacPháidín 
oversaw the 
construction of 20 
major new buildings 
on campus.

1976
IN THE CLASSROOM:
An authority on 
Danish philosopher 
Søren Kierkegaard, 
Professor McFadden 
taught theology and 
religious studies 
for 12 years before 
becoming president.

1995
FACULTY EVENTS:
Seen here at the 1995 
American premier 
of Frankie Starlight, 
a movie based on 
Professor Chet Raymo’s 
novel, Fr. MacPháidín 
kept up with academic 
events and initiatives. 

MID-2000S
IRISH ROOTS: 
Seen here at a St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, 
Fr. MacPháidín held 
a high profile in Irish 
American life and 
culture, especially in 
Boston and New York.

2001
MEMORIAL MASS: 
In the wake of 9/11, in 
which four members 
of the Stonehill 
community lost their 
lives, Fr. MacPháidín 
concelebrates Mass in 
the Chapel of Mary.

1979
THEATRICAL TOUCH: 
As president, 
MacPháidín still found 
time to perform in 
A Child’s Christmas 
in Wales by Dylan 
Thomas. Note the 
switch to the Gaelic 
form of his name.

1996
ALUMNI CONNECTIONS: 
During his tenure 
as president, Fr. 
MacPháidín, seen here 
at Commencement 
1996 with new 
graduate Helen Kazemi, 
conferred degrees on 
11,574 alumni.

 a life
         in
photos



2 4   S T O N E H I L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E2 4   S T O N E H I L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E

a licentiate in theology in 1963 and a doctorate in theology in 
1978.

Fr. MacPháidín was ordained in 1963 and taught at 
Stonehill for a dozen years before being named president. 
“Oh my goodness, he was so entertaining and so brilliant,” 
said Dillon, who had Fr. MacPháidín as a professor before 
returning to work at Stonehill. “He had this ability to 
turn everything into a conversation. Conversation was 
very important to him, and that’s why he was such a great 
teacher.”

While he was Stonehill’s president, Fr. MacPháidín served 
on boards for institutions including the American Ireland 
Fund, Brockton Hospital and the Brockton Art Museum, and 
he received honorary degrees from schools including New 
England School of Law and Bridgewater State College.

In 2002, he received the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, or papal 
cross, from the Vatican. “It is an honor that humbles me in 
many ways,” he told the Brockton Enterprise. “Since being a 
young adult, I have wanted to serve the church, and now to 
have my contributions recognized at the papal level, it is more 
than I ever expected.”

In addition to his brother Tadhg, Fr. MacPháidín leaves 
his brother John and his sister, Margaret, both of County 
Donegal. [See obituaries on p. 40.}

When Fr. MacPháidín was a young faculty member, he 
performed as a singer with an improvised Irish band that 
entertained at college events. “He had the advantage of 
knowing all the words to all the songs,” said Finnegan, who 
also played with the group.

Finnegan added that because Fr. MacPháidín was Irish and 
“incredibly personable,” he connected easily with Boston’s 
Irish community and with executives in Boston and New 
York City, tapping into a rich trove of donors and potential 
Stonehill trustees.

Though Fr. MacPháidín lived on Stonehill’s campus in 
Easton, his heart in many ways remained home in County 
Donegal. He often cited his mother as his greatest influence 
and returned home every couple of years. After she died in 
1997 at 92, he wrote a book about her called Coming Safely 
Home: Habits of a Mother’s Heart.

“I wept softly as the plane began its smooth liftoff to the 
north, because I knew that she would watch until it was lost 
in the clouds,” he wrote of leaving his mother at the airport 
near his childhood home in 1997, which he knew might be 
his last time seeing her.

“Then she would go home, with a heavy heart but always 
room for a smile, light the holy candle and pray till I had 
come safely home to America,” he wrote. “Coming safely 
home—that was a big thing for her, and could be easily 
described as the metaphor by which she viewed the way that 
we exist in the world. We were all included in this embrace of 
hers.”

This article originally appeared in the Boston Globe on 
April 8, 2016.

l

v Fr. MacPháidín was perhaps 
the most significant figure 
in the history of Stonehill 
College. He was a brilliant, 
charismatic and determined 
college president who help 
establish Stonehill as one of 
America’s finest small liberal 
arts colleges while expanding 
and polishing the diamond-
in-the-rough natural beauty of 
the campus. He was also one 
of the few faculty members to 
ever give me an A! Godspeed, 
Fr. Bart. 
—Douglas McIntyre ’79

v St. Patrick’s Day will have a 
special meaning to those who 
remember Fr. MacPháidín. 
I was a student of his and 
celebrated my graduation as 
he handed me my diploma.  
Our prayers to his family. 
Stonehill was very fortunate to 
have him as our president.
—Anthony Balsamo ’76

v Rest well, Father. I will never 
forget the many times you had 
the students for dinner at your 
home, and one time when I 
was lucky enough, you told 
us all about the thrill you had 
meeting Bono! 
—Andrea (Adzima) Buchanan ’89

v I had him for religion and 
philosophy class in 1977, 
where his most famous 
utterances every class were 
focused in my direction.  
The quote will forever ring 
in my ears...”Stephen you’re 
giving me a pain”... 
—Stephen J. Murphy ’79

v A good man. It is due 
to Father that my husband 
[former Associate Dean for 
Continuing Education George 
Rogers] began his career in 
continuing education. We still 
have a memento he gave us 
almost 40 years ago when 
my spouse was hired by 
Stonehill. —Marguerite  Rogers

v He was a great priest, 
professor, mentor and 
friend. He was devoted to 
the College and loved the 
students of Stonehill. It was 
fitting that he passed on 
St. Patrick’s Day because he 
was truly an Irish Saint. My 
family and I will miss him 
tremendously. It’s hard to 
think of a world without 
Bartley. Rest in peace, my 
good friend. 
— John Tourkantonis ’82

v As editor-in-chief of The 
Summit for two years, he and I 
did not always see eye to eye. 
One time he had me called to 
[Director of Communications] 
Martin McGovern’s office 
because he didn’t like that 
I abbreviated an interview. 
That said, when I graduated 
and he handed me my 
diploma, he did thank me for 
my work at The Summit and 
for making a difference even 
though I was clearly a pain. 
That actually meant a lot to 
me as I headed out into the 
real world. 
—Angela (Dion) Cochran ’96

as the college shared the news of Fr. MacPháidín’s 
passing, our Facebook page became flooded 
with messages from those who had long 
relationships or brief encounters with Fr. Bart, 
as he was affectionately known, throughout the 
years. Here we share a few memories.

remembering fr. bart
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SKYHAWK TALK

Support your Skyhawks! Log on to stonehillskyhawks.com to get scores, 
schedules, news and more on all 20 varsity teams.

Beyond Wins  
and Losses
Eli Gardner Promoted to  
Head Football Coach

YOUNG FOOTBALL COACHES often have 
to move from school to school to climb 
up the coaching ladder. Fortunately 
for the Skyhawks football team, Eli 
Gardner has been able to stay rooted at 
Stonehill. On the coaching staff since 
2009, Gardner was named head coach 
of the football team in June. 

A decision supported by outgoing 
coach Robert Talley, who resigned in 
the spring, Gardner’s hiring provides 
a smooth transition for the program. 
Originally the special teams coordinator 
and linebackers coach, Gardner rose 
to assistant head coach and defensive 
coordinator for the Skyhawks. Along 
the way, he was named the Gridiron 
Club of Greater Boston’s 2015 Division 
II Assistant Coach of the Year.

As head coach for his first season, 
Gardner is staying true to the program’s 
philosophy. “Everybody obviously 
wants to win football games. I think 
that’s almost taking the easy way out 
when you set goals and say we want 
to be conference champions,” he says. 
“Our success as a program will be 

defined by our ability to play together 
and as one unit.”

But being conference champions 
wouldn’t be a perfect season to 
Gardner. “A perfect season for me is 
for us to have a cumulative team grade 
point average of 3.0 and be conference 
champions. I wouldn’t want one 
without the other.” 

Gardner notes that the program, 
which thrived under Talley, has been 
able to develop true ambassadors of 
Stonehill and create an atmosphere 
where players get the best athletic 
experience possible without ever 
compromising their academic 
experience.

To help guide their student-athletes, 
every coach on Gardner’s staff meets 
once a week with their position players 
to discuss academics. Gardner says no 
football talk is allowed. 

“When you focus on more than 
just football as we have as a program, 
I think the players really begin to 
appreciate that. They understand that 
we care about them more than just on 
the field on Saturdays,” Gardner says. 
“I want people to look at our program 
and say, ‘They are definitely doing 
things the right way—all-encompassing. 
Not just from a wins and losses 
standpoint.’” 

“A perfect season for me  
is for us to have a cumulative 
team grade point average  
of 3.0 and be conference 
champions. I wouldn’t want  
one without the other.”
—Coach Gardner 
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ALUMNI NEWS

Reunion 
2016 
WITH 1,200 ALUMNI, family and friends 
on campus from June 3-5, Reunion 
2016 set a new attendance record 
as 14 classes—from 1952 to 2011—
celebrated the anniversary of their 
graduation. More than 30 different 
events were held for attendees to enjoy.
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1 | GRADUATES of Stonehill’s first class, 
1952, continue to attend Reunion as 
members of the Pillar Society. [L to R] John 
Kelly, James Kehoe and Edward Nordberg.

2 | PICTURE PERFECT weather allowed 
alumni to reconnect with campus 
by taking a formal tour or exploring 
independently.

3 | FIFTY-TWO members of the Class of 
1966 were presented pins and certificates 
from President Denning as they were 
inducted into the Pillar Society.

4 | STONEHILL’S first female graduate, Luice 
Moncey ’53, attended the Pillar Society 
Luncheon on Saturday afternoon.

5 | CARLA (HALL) NELSON ’01 and 
Jacqueline (Paterra) Strybuc ’01 had fun 
with some photo booth props.

6 | DANIELLE PERRY ’11 and Lindsey 
Herchel ’11 were among the 550 guests 
who attended the Reunion Celebration.

7 | CHARLES VERMETTE ’81 and his wife, 
Teresa, danced at the Reunion Celebration.

8 | MORE THAN 100 children joined their 
parents at the barbecue and enjoyed, 
among other things, the watermelon.

9 | YEARBOOK photo buttons added a 
sense of nostalgia during the luncheons 
on Saturday.

10 | MANY ALUMNI brought photos and 
memorabilia from their student days or 
previous Reunions.

11 | BULLETIN BOARDS for each 
celebrating class were on display 
throughout the weekend, thanks to the 
College’s Archives Department.

12 | DAVID MORIARTY ’61 still has his 
original student ID card.

13 | NINETEEN couples renewed their 
wedding vows in the Chapel of Mary 
and, collectively, celebrated 359 years of 
marriage.

14 | THERESA TRAN ’11 and Courtney 
O’Connor ’11 played cornhole during the 
barbecue.

4
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

A retired teacher, Hayden has 
served as a trustee since 2003 and says 
her experience has been incredibly 
rewarding. Hayden lost her husband Jim, 
also a ’76 Stonehill alumnus, on 9-11, 
when her daughter Elizabeth was just a 
sophomore at the college. The support 
of the Stonehill family, coupled with 
Hayden’s faith and the lessons from her 
own college days, sustained her during 
that difficult period. “Stonehill opened 
a window on my search for meaning in 
many ways, and I’m deeply committed 
to making the school a better place for 
the next generation. When [longtime 
Stonehill alumni minister] Father Jack 
McCarthy married Jim and me, he recited 
the prayer of St. Francis, a line of which 
reads, ‘in giving we shall receive.’ That 
concept is core to my being, and serving 
as a trustee allows me to live my belief.” 

Rivers echoes that sentiment. The 
president and chief operating officer of 
Boston-based Eastern Bank (as of Jan. 1, 
2017, he will assume the title of chairman 
and CEO), Rivers attended Stonehill on a 
significant scholarship, working as a teller 
and cleaning bank branches at night to 
cover his bills. “My time at Stonehill really 
gave me the inspiration and confidence 
to pursue bigger goals than I would have 
before coming to the school,” he says. A 
dedicated volunteer, Rivers served on 
an advisory committee for the Business 
Department, helping it to obtain an elite 

accreditation, before being asked to 
serve as a trustee, a goal that has been 
on his bucket list for many years. “I never 
imagined I’d have the chance to fulfill 
that dream this soon,” he admits, “but 
I’m honored.” Stonehill had an excellent 
reputation when he arrived as a student 
more than 30 years ago, Rivers points 
out, and that renown has only grown. “I’d 
like to help build that standing and the 
quality of education offered here even 
further,” he says. “My Stonehill degree 
has had a big impact on my life; I want to 
repay that kindness.”

Sharing Their Gifts
Elizabeth (Fox) Hayden ’76, P ‘04  and Robert Rivers ‘86

FOR THE STONEHILL COMMUNITY, the motto of ‘Lux et Spes,’ or ‘Light and Hope,’ is a guiding 
principle, a reminder that education is not only a vehicle for cultivating personal insight and 
understanding, but also a call to share your gifts with others. For alumni Trustees Elizabeth 

(Fox) Hayden ’76, P ’04 and Robert Rivers ’86, this message rests close to the heart.

Who Makes Up Our Board?  Composed of 34 
elected members and three ex-officio members, 
the Board of Trustees oversees all College 
business, including the appointment of the 
College’s President and senior cabinet. Twenty-
one members of the Board are alumni.
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Five Reasons  
Why You Should  
Attend Alumni Day  
on Sat., Feb. 4

1 TO CHEER ON the women’s and 
men’s basketball teams as they face 

off against Franklin Pierce University. 
Last season, the men’s team made it to 
the NCAA Division Elite Eight and the 
women’s team finished the season at the 
quarterfinal round of the Northeast-10 
Conference—this season looks just as 
promising for the Skyhawks.

2 SO YOUR CHILD (or you) can pet 
some furry animals. Barn Babies will 

be making an appearance again at the 
Winter Carnival. Your child will squeal with 
excitement (along with the pig) when 
they realize they get to cuddle bunnies, 
puppies, kittens, chickens, a pig and a 
goat in a diaper. This is too cute to miss.

3 TO CELEBRATE the 25th Anniversary 
of the Intercultural Affairs Office. 

Intercultural Affairs helps to lead Stonehill 
in creating both a diverse and inclusive 
community. All alumni involved with the 
office during their time at Stonehill are 
invited to attend.

4 EAT, DRINK AND CHAT with other 
alumni. The Winter Carnival will again 

feature a beer and wine tasting, some 
delicious food, games, family friendly 
activities and plenty of conversation with 
other graduates.

5 TALK TO current students. Student 
Alumni Association volunteers will 

be on hand during the day assisting at the 
various events. Come learn about what 
Stonehill is like for students today.

The Game  
of Life—Stonehill 
Edition
THE CLASS OF 2016 is now joining 
more than 26,000 members of the 
Stonehill alumni community. At the 
annual Pre-Commencement Senior 
Barbecue, the Alumni Affairs Office 
introduced the graduates to the Game 
of Life©—Stonehill style! With a nod 
to the much adored board game, this 
little card shows graduates and current 
alumni how to stay in touch with 
Stonehill throughout many of life’s 
milestones and serves as a reminder 
that their relationship with the College 
is lifelong. 

SAA Celebrates  
a Milestone
WHILE THE STYLE and programs have 
certainly changed over the years, the 
foundation of the Student Alumni 
Association (SAA) hasn’t: To build a bridge 
between present and future alumni. 

Thousands of students and alumni 
have participated in the hundreds of SAA 
programs since the group was founded 
in 1992, from Jingle Bell Jeopardy, 
Careers Dinners, panels, lecture series,  
Shadow Day and more—that’s thousands  
of connections and memories created. 

On Sat., April 1, all former SAA 
members are invited to join the 
Alumni Office for the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration of the SAA. Visit stonehill.
edu/xxxxxxx.

STONEHILL 
EDITION

On the anniversary 
of your 50th 

Reunion, you’re 
inducted into the 

Pillar Society!

Start Congratulations on 
your graduation!

O�cially a 
member of 
the Alumni 
Association

Moved out of 
your parents 
basement! 
Send new 
address to 
Alumni 
O�ce

You got 
MARRIED and 

had a BABY! 
Tell the Alumni 

O�ce!

You win 
Outstanding 

Alumni Award 
and Alumni 

Service Award 
in the same 

year!

Time for your 25th 
Reunion!

It’s time for 
your ��h year 
Reunion! Party 

like it’s 2015!

You become 
the youngest 
receipient of the 
GOLD Award

Joined the 
Alumni 
Council

PAY DAY
You’re on 

your way! You 
found a job or 
started grad 

school

Attend the 
0-4 Year 

Reunion in 
Boston in 

Oct.

Join the GOLD 
(Graduates Of 

the Last 
Decade) 

Committee

You’re on your 
way! You found a 

job or started grad 
school

Career Services 
for Life

Your class will 
open it’s Time 

Capsule at it’s 25th 
Reunion Party

Join your 
Reunion 

Committee to 
help plan the 

weekend
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9 Upcoming 
Events

NOVEMBER

5  Alumni Auction

7  Loan Repayment Session

20 Alumni Mass of Thanksgiving

20 Alumni Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

DECEMBER 

2  Gift Wrap Party

3  Children’s Christmas Concert

8  New York City Christmas Reception

FEBRUARY 

4  Alumni Day

APRIL 

1  SAA 25th Anniversary Celebration

Send News!
Have you recently moved, changed jobs 
or earned a degree? Have you recently 
married or celebrated a birth?
Please remember to share your news with the  
Alumni Affairs Office by visiting stonehill.edu/alumni/
keep-in-touch.

Handshake: Earlier this year, the Career Development 
Center launched Handshake, an online career management 
system. Alumni are welcome to create an account to browse 
job postings, schedule an appointment with a career advisor, 
sign-up as a mentor and more! Or, create an employer 
account to post open positions within your company. Learn 
more by visiting stonehill.edu/offices-services/career-
services/handshake/.

Monday Morning Update Receive the Monday 
Morning Update, Stonehill’s weekly news email. Sign up by 
sending an email to mmcgovern@stonehill.edu, type MMU in 
the subject line and include your name in the message. 

Become Educators in the Faith The 
Congregation of Holy Cross Priests and Brothers is an 
international community dedicated to educational, pastoral 
and social ministries. For vocations, contact Rev. Neil Wack, 
C.S.C., at 574-632-6385 or at vocation@holycrossusa.org. Visit 
holycrossvocations.org. 

The Monthly Mass of Alumni Intentions is 
celebrated by Alumni Chaplain Anthony Szakaly, C.S.C., on the 
third Thursday of each month at 8 a.m. in Our Lady of Sorrows 
Chapel in Donhaue Hall. All are welcome to attend.

Got Email? Sixty-five percent of alumni have an email 
address on file with the Alumni Office. By adding an email 
address to your record, you receive timely information from 
the College, like the monthly e-newsletter. Send your email 
address to alumni@stonehill.edu.

Notepad

Reunion 2017
Classes of 1967, ’72, ’77, 
’82, ’87, ’92, ’97, 2002, ’07, 
’12 and the Pillar Society.

Save the dates 
June 2–4, 2017

If you would like to join the Reunion Committee for your 
class, please contact the Alumni Affairs Office at alumni@
stonehill.edu or 508-565-1343.
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OBITUARIES

Joseph Kenneally Jr. ’52 of 
Chatham died April 24. He is 
survived by his wife, Joan, four 
children, four grandchildren, his 
brother Norman ’55 and a sister 
and many other extended family 
members, including cousins Elaine 
(Welch) Levins ’56 and Charlene 
Welch ’60 and grandnephew 
Timothy Kenneally Hughes ’16.

Paul Carey ’54 of Chestnut Hill 
died April 15. He is survived by life 
partner, Beatrice, three children, 
seven grandchildren and two 
siblings. 

Mary Louise Campbell-Collier ’56 
of Saint Albans, Vt., died April 24. 
She is survived by two siblings,  
four children, five grandchildren 
and many extended family 
members, including her cousin 
David Eustis ’64. 

Pauline (Norris) Sydlowski ’56 
of Rockport died Feb. 26. She is 
survived by her seven children, 
16 grandchildren, including 
granddaughters Meaghan ’14 and 
Morgan ’16, two sisters, including 
Mary (Norris) Brady ’61 and brother-
in-law William Brady ’59 and other 
extended family, including nephew 
William Brady Jr. ’84.

Walter Campbell ’56 of East 
Greenwich, R.I., died March 19. He 
is survived by his wife, Ann, three 
children, seven grandchildren and 
a sister. 

Rev. William Condon ’57 of North 
Easton died July 3. He is survived by 
his two brothers. 

Judith (Doherty) Marschke ’59 of 
Foxboro died Sept. 18, 2015. She 
is survived by five children, seven 
grandchildren and three siblings.

Paul Nicoletti ’59 of Tiverton, R.I., 
died Feb. 10. He is survived by his 
wife, Ann Marie (O’Connell) ’59, four 
children and seven grandchildren. 

Submitting   
a wedding  
or baby Photo? 
Here’s how: Email 
digital photos in .jpg 
format, at least 2 MB 
in size, to alumni@
stonehill.edu.
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OBITUARIES

Continued from previous page

John Forbes ’65 of Oviedo, Fla., 
died April 6. He is survived by two 
children and two grandchildren. 

Frank Valas ’65 of Sagamore 
Beach died March 25. He is 
survived by his wife, Susan 
(Danahy) ’64, five children, 13 
grandchildren, his mother and 
three siblings.

Thomas Boyle ’67 of Cambridge 
died March 1. He is survived by 
his wife, Elizabeth, two daughters, 
three siblings, including a brother 
William ’63, four grandchildren and 
other extended family, including 
cousins Ann Halstead ’55 and Ann 
Cussen ’69.

John Kelly ’67 of Walpole died 
March 7. He is survived by his three 
brothers, including Kevin ’69. 

Richard White ’68 of Cambridge 
died May 2. He is survived by 
a daughter, a brother and a 
grandson. 

Sean Dixon ’69 of Norwood died 
June 25. He is survived by his wife, 
Judith, a son and five siblings.

Maureen (Kelly) Gantz ’69 of 
Hapswell, Maine, died April 15. She 
is survived by three siblings. 

Michael Lenihan ’69 of Westerly, 
R.I., died March 2. He is survived 
by his wife, Judith, two children, 
two stepchildren and nine 
grandchildren. 

Thomas Cavas ’70 of Warwick, R.I., 
died March 1. He is survived by his 
two siblings. 

Paul Gallagher Jr. ’71 of Hanover 
died Feb. 28. He is survived by 
his wife, Michele, two sons, five 
grandchildren and two sisters. 

Michael McMenamy ’71 of 
Bourne died April 3. He is survived 
by his wife, Patricia, two children, 
two siblings and one grandchild.

Carl Chiulli ’72 of Angeles City, 
Philippines, died June 23. He  
is survived by his wife, Emie,  
a son, his former spouse and  
their son and daughter-in-law 
Christine (McCarthy) ’92, four 
grandchildren, his father and 
seven siblings, including Elizabeth 
(Chiulli) Lane ’67.

Susan Bailey ’73 of Rockland died 
March 29. She is survived by five 
siblings.

Mary Knapp ’74 of Medway died 
May 30. She is survived by her 
husband, Daniel, her parents, three 
children, four grandchildren and 
seven siblings. 

Francis Muscato ’74 of Carver 
died June 4. He is survived by his 
wife, Maureen, two children, four 
grandchildren and a sister. 

Marie (Pilkons) Theriault ’75 
of South Windsor, Conn., died 
April 12. She is survived by her 
husband Paul, four siblings, two 
children and many extended family 
members, including her niece 
Sandra Tramontozzi ’04 and cousin 
Maureen (Damaris) Petropoulos ’78.

Margaret Osborne Saar ’76 of 
Watkinsville, Ga., died April 30. She 
is survived by her husband, Mart, 
and two sisters. 

Donald Haggerty ’79 of Easton 
died April 29. He is survived by 
his wife, Joan, three children, 
four grandchildren, four great-
grandchildren and two brothers. 

Charles Lewis ’80 of Taunton died 
April 21. He is survived by his wife, 
Ruth, his mother, a daughter, three 
siblings and two grandchildren. 

James Costa ’81 of Randolph died 
Aug. 1. He is survived by his wife, 
Denise, three children, six siblings, 
including his brother Joseph 
’85 and many extended family 
members, including a cousin 
Katharina Knapp ’92.

Glen Hollatz ’81 of Quincy died 
Feb. 26. He is survived by his wife, 
Christine, two children, two sisters, 
including Diana (Hollatz) Gavoni 
’85 and his mother. 

Philip Martello Jr. ’81 of Medway 
died April 16. He is survived by his 
wife, Karen (Fraser) ’80, a son, his 
mother and sister. 

William O’Brien ’84 of Brockton 
died Feb. 28. He is survived by his 
wife, Beverley, a stepdaughter and 
three siblings. 

Karen (O’Donnell) Driscoll ’90 of 
Bridgewater died April 13. She is 
survived by her husband, Charles 
’87, two children, her mother and 
brother. 

Christopher O’Neil ’94 of Franklin 
died Feb. 25. He is survived by his 
wife, Molly (Campbell) ’96, two 
children, his mother and brother. 

Karen Burman ’96 of Attleboro 
died March 21. She is survived by 
her daughter, two grandchildren, 
two siblings and a step-sister. 

Mary Collins ’02 of Randolph 
died Feb. 21. She is survived by her 
parents and four siblings. 

COLLEGE OBITS
Sandra Lee Brown, executive 
assistant in the President’s Office 
during the early 1990s, in May.

Judith Cruz ’91, a retired but long-
serving receptionist, died in July. 
She is survived by her daughters, 
Carolyn (Cruz) Yurkins ’85 and 
Susan Cruz ’87, a son and four 
siblings. 

Deacon James Kerrigan, a part-
time healthcare administration 
faculty member for 25 years, died 
in July.

Rev. Bartley MacPháidín ’59 of 
Notre Dame, Ind., died March 17. 
He is survived by three siblings 
and many extended family 
members, including his nephew 
Joseph Barbuto ’85 and nieces 
Claire McFadden ’91 and Marion 
McFadden ’91.



SHARE YOUR STORY. Submit your 500-word essay about your 
Stonehill thoughts and memories to klawrence@stonehill.edu.  

Finding Frank
By Mary Pat Curran ’75 

IT STARTED WITH A TEXT to my phone, from a 
distant acquaintance. Frank Phelan is dead,  
it said. There was an obit in The Enterprise.  
I wanted to scream. I felt as I had felt several 
times recently at funerals and wakes of others 
who had drifted away: I should have called 
sooner. I should have made more of an effort.  
I felt a limb had been wrenched from my body.

However, something just didn’t line up.  
I selfishly felt I would somehow know if this 
text told the truth. I hadn’t talked to Frank 
since 2011 or 2012 when my own dad had 
declined in health and passed away. Up until 
then, we had stayed in touch and I valued that 
connection. 

I met Father Phelan in 1973 when he came to Stonehill and 
opened the world of Irish Studies to me. Yeats. Joyce. Mary 
Lavin. Paddy Moloney and the Irish tin whistle. A school trip 
to Ireland with staff and students—and a circle of friends who 
changed my life and opened my mind. Frank showed us the 
Book of Kells, drank sherry and tea with us in heavy fog at 
Bray, and urged us to trundle out to Glendalough no matter 
what. Having Frank for a professor broadened my world the 
way education should.

Using my skills as a research paralegal, I set out to find 
Frank, who had since left the religious life and married. He 
and Anne Francis were magic together. Two doctorates. Two 
parallel but separate struggles with the Church over decades. 
Two hearts dedicated to each other and tied to the lives of their 
students.

Facebook is a great tool but, at ninety years old, Frank had 
not posted in a very long time. The phone number and latest 
address I had for Frank and Anne Francis were both no good. 
I called and left messages. I wrote letters to possible relatives in 
different states, but no one responded. So many dead ends. 

Then, by chance, I found a tiny entry from a funeral home 
north of Seattle that Anne Francis had died just months before. 
I felt sure Frank was still out there. Someplace. Likely in 
Washington State.

Three odd chances led to Frank’s current phone number 
and, suddenly, his voice was in my ear, talking to me from a 
quiet San Juan island. He was good. He remembered all of us. 
He remembered our writing, our dreams and our growing-up. I 
wanted to squish through the phone and sit beside him and talk 
again about Ireland and the Rock of Cashel and plays at the 
Gaiety Theatre.

My college roommate, Robyn Packer Jagust ’75, her sister 
Liz, and I flew to Seattle, crossed to the island on a ferry, and 
drove through another 40 miles of lilacs and dogwood and 
rhododendrons to Frank’s home. He was waiting out front for 
us, and we flew up the walk to hug him and hear his voice and 
tease him that his full head of white hair had not changed in 
over 40 years. I expected to 
cry but I didn’t. I just smiled 
and laughed and smiled even 
more with Frank all the rest of 
the day.

When my dear dad died, 
I wished the fervent wish of 
millions that I still wish every 
day. I wished I’d had just one 
more day with my father. Thanks to a sketchy text message, 
I was given that magical day with Frank—my teacher, my 
encouragement, my friend, who knew my dad and whom my 
dad admired—and it was a hundred times better than I could 
ever have anticipated.

PHOTO ABOVE:  Mary Pat Curran ’75, center, and her college roommate, 
Robyn Packer Jagust ’75, reunite with their former professor Frank 
Phelan in San Juan, Wash.

He remembered all of 
us. He remembered our 
writing, our dreams and 
our growing up. 

BEFORE YOU GO
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Who Remembers the Beanie? 
Freshmen in the ’60s and early ’70s received beanies 
with their class year to wear around campus. While 
the beanies have gone by the wayside, first-year 
students today receive a class pin at Convocation. 




