
Stonehill College Alumni Travel Program 

Essential Holland & Belgium River Cruise 

April 12 – April 20, 2016 

Aboard Avalon Waterways’ Expression 
  

Highlights: 

Visits to Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Antwerp, Veere and Ghent; entrance to the majestic Keukenhof 

Gardens, tour the impressive Delta Works and visit an operational windmill.  You will also enjoy first-

class services aboard the Avalon Expression.  And, in addition to the itemized itinerary, Avalon is 

offering a special Beer Tasting Cruise with special tastings, lectures and visiting historic breweries at no 

additional cost.  A visit to Europe is enhanced when it includes a discovery of regional beers! 

 

The Learning Experience 

What sets the Stonehill College Alumni Travel Program apart from other travel experiences is the 

participation of a Stonehill faculty member willing to share his/her knowledge and expertise throughout 

the trip.  This tour’s faculty host has not been announced yet but all registered travelers will receive 

notification and be invited to a pre-trip gathering to meet the host and fellow travelers. 

Package Includes 

Roundtrip airfare to/from Boston, airport transfers, seven nights aboard Avalon Waterways’ Expression, 

breakfast, lunch and dinner on board each day, entrance fees and tours as listed in BOLD in the itinerary, 

all onboard amenities.  During the trip Stonehill travelers will be able to sit together at dinners, enjoy a 

private cocktail party and attend special lectures hosted by our faculty member.  

 

Itinerary 
 

Day 1 Arrive In Amsterdam, Holland (Embarkation) 

Welcome to Amsterdam! Holland’s sophisticated, modern capital has a rich and fascinating history. This 

delightful 700-year-old city with its elegant and classic architecture, cafés, and restaurants has a distinct 

ambiance. The streets, squares, and canals—not to mention the bike paths throughout the city—make for 

a vibrant atmosphere, and with over 60 museums, Amsterdam has the highest museum density in the 

world. This afternoon, board your river cruise vessel and meet your crew at an evening welcome 

reception. (Dinner) 

 

Day 2 Amsterdam 

There is no better way to see Amsterdam than by CANAL BOAT, cruising through the elegant canals 

lined with stately homes dating back to Amsterdam’s “Golden Age.” There’s free time in the city this 

afternoon—you might like to join an optional excursion—and later, bid tot ziens (farewell) to 

Amsterdam. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

 

 



Day 3 Rotterdam: Excursion To Keukenhof Gardens  

This morning, cruise through Rotterdam harbor and enjoy a leisurely morning on board before an 

afternoon excursion takes you to the gardens of KEUKENHOF near Lisse—over 70 acres of parkland 

with lakes, sculpture gardens, greenhouses, and a windmill to explore. Every year, 7 million flower bulbs 

are planted, and you have the chance to see the spectacular display of colors from the tulips, daffodils, 

crocuses, and more. If you’re a garden enthusiast, you may opt for an extended stay in Keukenhof, going 

in the morning, and lunching in the gardens on your own before rejoining the ship with the rest of the 

guests in the later afternoon. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

 

Day 4 Kinderdijk–Willemstad 

Kinderdijk’s 19 windmills were built in 1740 as part of the water management system to help prevent 

floods. Visit a WINDMILL and learn how they played a vital role in the development of the country, 

becoming a symbol of Holland. Rejoin your ship for lunch and sail to Willemstad. Join a Local Guide for 

a GUIDED WALK of this small historical town with well-preserved fortifications. One of the oldest 

buildings in town is the old gatehouse at the entrance of Willemstad, and as you walk around you will 

notice a wide variety of building styles. The town even has its own windmill towering high above the 

marina, and in the very center of the seven-pointed, star-shaped town stands the Koepelkerk (Rounded 

Church). (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

 

Day 5 Veere: Excursion To The Delta Works–Middelburg 

This morning, visit the DELTA WORKS near Veere. After the flood of 1953, during which more than 

1,800 people drowned in one night, the Delta Plan was born to prevent a disaster of this magnitude from 

ever happening again. Taking 30 years to complete, the storm flood barrier stands as the final defense in 

the battle against the water—almost six miles long and considered a technical miracle. During lunch 

cruise to Middelberg and this afternoon, a WALKING TOUR will acquaint you with this Dutch East 

India Company trading city which was originally built as a Zeeland stronghold against the water and from 

enemies. Later, it became a prosperous merchant city that spent great wealth on the construction of 

important buildings, such as the 15th-century gothic Town Hall. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

 

Day 6 Ghent, Belgium 

In a unique way, Ghent, the “diamond” of Flanders, has managed to preserve its medieval charm and 

power while keeping up with the times. A LOCAL GUIDE will proudly point out that the city center 

alone is a showcase of medieval Flemish wealth and commercial success. Visit ST. BAAF’S 

CATHEDRAL, which houses remarkable art treasures, including the most important work in Flemish art, 

The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb, created by the Van Eyck brothers around 1432. On your own, explore 

the traffic-free streets in the city center; see Gravensteen, the “castle of the counts,” an imposing castle in 

the city that was built in 1180; or join an optional excursion to fascinating Bruges with its criss-crossed 

canals and charming old patrician houses. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

 

Day 7 Antwerp 

Antwerp is Belgium’s second-largest city and one of the world’s most important ancient seaports. It merges 

the new with the old and offers the attractions and atmosphere you’d expect from a European city—friendly 

people, fabulous architecture, chic shops, interesting museums, vibrant cafés, charming galleries, and historic 

monuments. INCLUDED SIGHTSEEING with a Local Guide shows you its superb architecture; the central 

GROTE MARKT, lined with 16th-century houses; the beautiful city hall, completed in 1566; and the Church 



of Our Lady, started in 1352 and featuring paintings by Rubens. An optional excursion is available to nearby 

Brussels, Belgium’s capital and home of the European Union. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

 

Day 8 Vilvoorde (Disembarkation) 

Your vacation ends after breakfast this morning. Transfer to Brussels airport for return flight.  (Breakfast) 

 

Avalon Expression 
Part of Avalon's cutting-edge fleet of Suite Ships, the Avalon Expression came onto the river cruising 

scene with a bang. This gorgeous ship features two full decks of Panorama Suites with Wall-to-Wall 

Panoramic Windows that transform the living space into a unique Open-Air Balcony®. With 200 square 

feet, Panorama Suites are more than 30% larger than the industry standard, affording you the 

incomparable opportunity to wake each morning facing the splendid passing scenery. Onboard amenities 

include an alternative light dining option in the Panorama Bistro, an expanded fitness center, 

complimentary Wi-Fi access, and a spacious Sky Deck with premium lounge chairs, whirlpool, and light 

al fresco lunches at the Sky Bistro on the Sky Deck. 

 

Included Amenities 

 Wall-to-Wall Panoramic Windows 

 Sky Deck with shade awnings, premium 

lounge chairs, whirlpool and game area  

 Non-smoking interior 

 Elegant, contemporary design 

 Headsets for all guided shore excursions 

and use of walking sticks  

 Sightseeing with Certified Local Guides 

 Onboard lectures, activities, movie 

nights & nightly entertainment 

 Internet Corner & Complimentary Wi-

Fi access 

 Biking excursions available in 

Amsterdam and Durnstein 

 

Pricing: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Expanded "on-demand" in-room 

entertainment 

 Self-serve beverage station with 

complimentary tea, hot chocolate & 

premium coffees 

 Complimentary maps 

 Expanded Fitness Center and a Hair 

Salon 

 Outside viewing deck 

 English-speaking crew and Cruise 

Director 

 Alternate light lunch and dinner in the 

Panorama Bistro 

 Well-stocked library 

Cabin Costs 
Per Person 

Category E Category D Category B Category A Category P 

            

Double 
Room 

$2,599  $2,798  $3,648  $3,698  $3,798  

            

Single Room $4,028  $4,337  $5,654  $5,732  $5,887  

 



  
 

 

 

All reservations (and non-refundable deposits) made before May 6, 2015 will receive a 10% 

discount on the cabin costs above.  
        

 Airfare is not included in the cabin prices listed above.  Airlines have not released rates 

for April 2016 yet.  Estimated airfare from and to Boston (including taxes) is $1,767 per 

person.  Travelers will be charged at a lower rate if Avalon is able to find better airfare. 

 Port Charges are $147 per person.       

 Optional Travel Insurance:  $249 per person.  

 

Non-Refundable deposit of $500 is due with completed reservation form.  
 
 
 



    

 

Essential Holland & Belgium 
Stonehill College Alumni Travel Program 

 Payment Information – Please Print 

___ Check Payable to: Avalon Waterways. 

Last four numbers on Credit Card: __________________________________________________ 

Type of card (circle one): 

Visa   MasterCard     American Express  Discover 

Name as it appears on card:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ______________________________     State: ______________     Zip: ________________________ 

 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Accommodations (circle one): 

Double room    Single room     

 

This payment is for Deposit.  I authorize: 

 

_____ $500 non-refundable deposit 

 

_____ Travel Protection    
$249 for vacations under $2,500; $329 for vacations $2,501-$4,000;  
$359 for vacations $4,001 and above 
 

 

 



Essential Holland & Belgium 
Stonehill College Alumni Travel Program 

 

Reservation Form – Please Print 

Complete name as it appears on your passport  

Passenger 1 

 

First Name  Middle Name  Last Name  
      

M/F    P     A     B     D     E    

Gender (circle one)  Date of Birth  Desired Cabin Category  
     (circle one)  

 

 

Passenger 2 

 

First Name  Middle Name  Last Name  
      

M/F    P     A     B     D     E    

Gender (circle one)  Date of Birth  Desired Cabin Category  
     (circle one)  

 

 
Please send Reservation application with deposit to: 
 
Stonehill College, Office of Alumni Affairs, 320 Washington Street, Easton, MA, 02357.   

Attn: Alumni Travel 

 

*Please indicate Class Years for alumni passengers. 
   


