
STUDY ABROAD 
GUIDE & FAQ’S 
FOR PARENTS 

FAQ’s 
How much will this cost? 

Students are charged current Stonehill College 
tuition, housing (standard double room only), 
and board (if included). If housing or board is 
not provided by the study abroad program, 
students will not be charged for these 
amounts.  

Students generally retain their federal, state, 
need-based, and merit-based aid to their study 
abroad semester.  

Will my son or daughter be safe while 
studying abroad? 

Our office works closely with our partner 
institutions to provide a safe and welcoming 
environment for all of our students. While no 
part of the world is crime-free (including the 
U.S.), we prepare students for common safety 
issues during the orientation process at 
Stonehill and on-site at their host institution, 
and make them aware of the resources which 
will prove helpful in the event of an 
emergency. If you or your child has specific 
safety concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact the Office of International Programs  
or their program provider. 
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What to Know 
 

The values and benefits of a study abroad experience are immeasurable and 
highly applicable to life after Stonehill. 
Why you should encourage your child to go: 

 Returned students have an understanding of different cultures and how to 
solve problems  while operating in a different environment. They gain a 
fresh, global perspective and strengthen their adaptability, communication 
and critical thinking skills.  

 Students return with boosted confidence, a greater sense of personal 
responsibility and independence.   

 Employers desire a candidate with cross-cultural awareness, an ability to 
work on diverse teams, language skills, and a predisposition to and 
experience with global mobility—all outcomes of study abroad.  

 

There are many ways in which an abroad experience can be made affordable. 
Consider these additional expenses and financial planning tips: 

 There are several factors that will affect the total cost of going abroad: 
program type, meal plans, housing, location, length of stay, etc. 

 Additional expenses may include: initial airfare, weekend travel, visa/
immigration and passport fees, potential immunizations, transportation, 
Stonehill study abroad fee, cell phone plan, security deposits & excess 
spending money 

 Scholarships are available through Stonehill, as well as outside sources. 
There is a comprehensive list of available scholarships on our website. 

 Some ways to save money include creating a budget beforehand, buying a 
local SIM card or local phone, opening a local bank account, utilizing 
student discounts while abroad, applying for scholarships, booking weekend 
travel in advance, using  discount travel sites, and buying groceries and 
cooking own meals when possible. 

 

Your child can and will graduate on time with preparation. 
A Study Abroad experience requires certain steps to be taken to ensure this: 

 Our office requires students to create a Four Year Plan with their academic 
advisor prior to  meeting with our Advisors.  

 Students must receive authorized signatures from various Department 
Chairs on Study Abroad Course Approval Forms to guarantee credit transfer. 

“Encourage your child to 
go abroad. This is likely a 

once in a lifetime 
opportunity to study and 

travel extensively with 
other students.”  

 
—Lori Harris, mother of Jordan Harris ‘15 
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“We visited half way through the semester and found a 
strong, confident, and independent young lady who was 
eager to show us the city she fell in love with. She had a 

wonderful experience and has made lifelong friends 
during this journey.”  

— Nancy and Buddy Dunsing '78, parents of Sarah Dunsing '15 

This information was taken from A Parent Guide to Study Abroad, published by IIE and AIFS , and What Parents Need to Know! by Janet Hulstrand - as well as from 
our website. If you would like more information, please refer to the link below or contact us to request a copy of the publications.  

Before They Go 
 Read updates and any additional materials 

from your student’s study abroad program. 
Providers will give specific information based 
upon destination and university. Keep abreast 
to domestic and international news. 

 Notify your bank and/or credit card company 
that your student will be abroad. If your 
bank has not been notified and they notice 
international charges, they may freeze the 
account for your safety. Ask your bank about 
fees that your student will incur for 
withdrawing money abroad at ATMs and/or 
using their credit card. 

 Have your child register with STEP.   
The Smart Traveler Enrollment 
Program (STEP) is a free service to allow U.S. 
citizens traveling abroad to enroll their trip 
with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate in 
the case of emergency. 

 Save the contact information from your 
student’s provider, home stay and host 
university — as well as our office: 

International Programs at Stonehill College 
508-565-1645 

international@stonehill.edu 

 Prepare to send extra of any prescription and 
over-the-counter medicine your student will 
need. You will likely have to contact your 
insurance company to fill the required 
number of months for medications and/or 
contact lenses. Students should carry a copy 
of their insurance cards, as well as a list of 
allergies and medical history.  

Ways to Stay in Touch 
 

 
 International phone plan 

 Foreign SIM card or prepaid phone 

 Mobile Apps on Wi-Fi  

 Student Travel Blog 

Over 200 Programs in 50 Countries Available! 
Argentina 

Austria 
Australia 

Bhutan 
Brazil 
Chile 
China 

Costa Rica 
Croatia 

Czech Republic 
Denmark 

Dominican Rep. 
Ecuador 

Egypt 
France 

Germany 
Ghana 

Great Britain 
Greece  

Hungary 
India 

Ireland 

Italy 
Jamaica 

Japan 
Jordan 
Korea 

Mexico 
Morocco 

Netherlands 
New Zealand 

Panama 
Peru 

Poland 
Portugal 

Russia 
South Africa 

Spain 
Switzerland 

Tanzania 
Thailand 

U.A.E  
 

Check the website for approved programs! 

Apartment  | Home Stay | Dormitory  

 Integrated in the city 

 Responsible for meals 
and cleaning 

 Less language exposure 

 Security Deposit 

 Most common housing 
option 

  High language exposure 

 Cultural immersion 

 Provided # of meals 

 Personal relationship 
with family 

 Expected to follow host 
family norms 

  Similar to residence 
halls at Stonehill 

 Shared rooms,  
    kitchens, laundry 

 Near or on campus 

 Not a typical housing 
option 

STUDENT SATISFACTION RATE OVER 90% 


