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#34Teaching and Learning Strategies Seminar

Name Wanjiru Mbure

Email wmbure@stonehill.edu

Department Communication

Typically, participants are awarded a
course release in order to make time for
their participation in the seminar.
However, in select cases, we will consider
awarding a stipend instead of a course
release if the applicant's department can't
cover the course release. 

Please indicate whether you will be
requesting a course release or stipend if
you're chosen to participate in the
seminar:

Stipend

Has your chair sent an email to the
Director of the CTL indicating his or her
support of your application and
willingness to find coverage for your
course reduction (if you are requesting
one)?

No

In which semester would you prefer to
participate in the seminar?

Spring

Project Title Media Literacy as Participation and Community

Project Proposal (500-750 words, including a rationale, project description, a discussion of the benefit to the
Stonehill community, and your "community outreach plan") -- see full requirements on the CTL website.

A running theme or key competence we hope students master in the mediated courses track is media literacy. In
the past, my approach to teaching about media literacy has been a mixture of documentary style videos, self-
reflection assignments, and critical analysis research of media products. I am interested in refashioning this
approach for two reasons. First, I have noticed that students although appreciate the opportunity to examine
historical media representations, they have a tough time connecting some of the criticisms of media to more
contemporary products. I can characterize this response from students as a post-media literacy moment,
whereby students view their own media consumption as highly sophisticated and at the same time, recognize
the power of media on their peers. Secondly, I would like to create opportunities to integrate new media
participation into the teaching of media literacy skills. In the part, I had students follow book authors/key
thinkers on twitter and I believe this effort was successful. However, I only did it for one week, and I did not
monitor the interactions students had with each other. I would like to find ways to better engage with student’s
current media habits and bring them more deliberately into the classroom conversations but without ‘outing’
their non-educational media presence. This strategy provides an important teaching tool and I would like to
figure out a way to make it more beneficial to the students learning outcomes. I would also like to revisit our
current Capstone course, which concludes the mediated track training through a media literacy-CBL partnership
with a local middle school. Faculty colleagues who have taught the course have faced the challenge of making
strong connections between content and engagement. By examining our students media literacy through
participation, the CBL component can be improved because students are often asked to examine how middle
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scholars use media. Overall, the benefit to the Stonehill Community will be in the classroom interactions our
students have in regards to their online presence. Thereby engaging students in and out of the classroom, while
concurrently creating a stronger learning community. Further, connecting these goals with the community based
learning component allows our students to not only understand their own new media presence but they will be
in a better position (I believe) to also engage our community partners. Further, students can take some of the in-
class community building exercises and replicate them in the CBL outreach effort.

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed
as an attachment to Stephanie DesRosiers
(sdesrosiers@stonehill.edu)
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