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benefit to the Stonehill community, and 4) your "community outreach plan"). See full requirements at:
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Pedagogy Travel Grant
Title: Virtual Language Learning: Beyond the Classroom
Project Proposal: Travel to present in a 60-minute session at the ACTFL Convention 2013

I am writing to apply for a CTL Pedagogy Travel Grant to help pay for my travel to present in the 2013 ACTFL (American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) conference in Orlando, Florida November 21-24. My project has been
accepted for a 60-minute presentation in the 2013 program. The ACTFL convention is an international event that
features more than 600 educational sessions. This is a rare opportunity, given the fact that this is the second time I
have been invited to present at this prestigious conference. This year’s annual convention theme is New Spaces, New
Realities: Learning Any Time, Any Place, which very much encompasses some of my pedagogical interests on the impact
of technology to generate virtual spaces of teaching and learning a foreign language. Most importantly, this conference
becomes an excellent venue in which to learn from other educators and to present my own experience to a wider
audience on the subject of virtual learning and flipped instruction using virtual spaces. 

For several years now I have tried to explore innovative ways of teaching a foreign language beyond regular class
interaction. The reason I am interested in this project is that virtual learning spaces—through Internet accessible
programs such as Second life, GoToMeeting, Elearn or Panopto—create the possibility for students to learn and teachers
to teach in a variety of ways and places. Learning is becoming increasingly mobile and is no longer limited to the
classroom. These teaching tools contribute to the notion of flipped instruction, making our teaching relevant to 21st
century learners. Most importantly, some of these programs have proven to effectively facilitate learning as they provide
additional reinforcement of language skills beyond the traditional classroom setting. In my experience, these virtual
spaces have promising educational value and offer innovative ways to approaching the scholarship of teaching and
learning.

In my presentation I will briefly compare and contrast the use of Second Life (the focus of my 2010 ACTFL presentation)
with GoToMeeting, an online platform for video conferencing that Intermediate students have been using on a weekly
basis, with the help of a TA, for the last year to practice their speaking skills. In the presentation, I will discuss the
possibilities of such virtual spaces for reinforcing notions studied in class, but also its inherent potential for flipping the
classroom; a highlight topic of my presentation. I will cover this topic in detail by discussing my experience using elearn
assessments completed prior to in-class instruction in my Intermediate courses for the last four years. Finally, I will also
introduce the use of Panopto, a video-capture program. Students in Advanced Spanish have used Panopto this semester
to create and submit video recordings using their smart devices to complete the oral portion of their tests outside the



classroom. 

Apart from sharing my presentation and representing Stonehill at a National level, I plan to attend several sessions in
order to learn more about other potential programs and applications that would contribute to my assessment of virtual
learning spaces and the possibilities and resources available for development of flipped instruction in the curriculum at
Stonehill. I want to continue implementing the use of alternative spaces for teaching and learning at Stonehill. By
attending this conference I hope to gain a broader base of knowledge on this topic that may help me to continue
exploring innovative ways of engaging my students in and outside the classroom as well as to disseminate alternative
pedagogical methods that may expand teaching and learning practices within the college. 

I will continue to share my experience using alternative spaces for teaching beyond the classroom with members of the
Foreign Languages department and the Stonehill Community through teaching panels during ADD or during IT teaching
workshops or showcases such as the Teaching and Technology Showcase, taking place May 3rd, where I will participate
to discuss the use of GoToMeeting. Ultimately, my final goal is to build upon the data that I have already collected on
the use of virtual learning spaces to continue preparing a SOTL article I intend to publish. 

Budget (detail how you will use the funds
requested)

Budget

4 nights hotel at La Quinta in Orlando ($89)= 356
Plane ticket= $350
Early Registration (by July 10th)=$190

Total = $896
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