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Exemplar Student-Delivered Business-Related Oral Presentation Videos: 
Demonstrating Ideal Technique to Improve the Skills of Stonehill Business Majors

Project Description:
Proficient oral presentation skills are essential for any new graduate entering the business field. This fact has been
confirmed time and again by company representatives and business alumni who regularly hire Stonehill’s business
students. Given the importance of this skill set, the Business Administration Department named ‘Effective Oral
Communication’ one of its four main learning goals for the business program, stating that: “Upon graduation, a
Stonehill business student will be able to communicate clearly, persuasively, and knowledgably to a business superior,
peer, or client.”

After assessing business student oral presentation skills as part of the Business Program’s Assurance of Learning Plan,
the department recognized the need for ready examples of well authored and executed business presentations by
students. (A copy of the Oral Presentation Assessment Summary Report is available upon request). While faculty can
teach students the theories behind oral presentations, what works best pedagogically are good and bad visual
examples. A search for good examples externally was unsuccessful, and so it was determined that the department
should produce a set of videos in-house of a prototypical presentation which can be shown to students on an ongoing
basis in various courses within the business program where an oral presentation assignment is required. If the videos
were also provided in modular form, faculty would be able to have students watch only the video clips of the individual
skills they were trying to reinforce (e.g. transitions, use of evidence, professional demeanor, etc.).

The proposed project can be broken down into three parts:
1. Identification and adaptation of a student presentation so that it lends itself to being shown as a whole, and as short
individual technique clips. This will entail careful construction of both the dialogue and the PowerPoint Slides so that
they are interesting to the student viewers and show the desired presentation techniques.
2. Video and audio recording of the presentation.
3. Post-video editing providing both a complete presentation from start to finish as well as modules which can be
annotated and selected for viewing independently of the whole.

The student who will give the presentation has already been identified (Emma Craig), and has agreed to allow Stonehill



to show her work to future Stonehill business students on an ongoing basis. The presentation will be adapted from one
the student gave at IABE (International Academy of Business and Economics) Conference Las Vegas 2013.

Jan Harrison, Manager of Instructional Technology, has recommended use of the new video studio in Duffy 208 to
digitally record the presentation. Kaltura will be utilized to deliver the videos to students/professors. 

Grant funds will be used for the following external assistance:
1. The front-end thinking about how to set up the presentation.
2. Direction during the filming.
3. Post-video editing. 

The presentation will be captured on video during December 2013, and the editing will be performed in early 2014. The
goal is to have the videos ready for faculty and student use by the fall 2014 semester.

Benefit to the Stonehill Community:
In addition to benefiting all current and future business majors, these videos could also be made available to other
departments with oral presentation assignments.

Professor Rob Carver has submitted a proposal to present the business department’s work on assessing oral
presentation skills as a “best practices” example at AACSB’s Assessment Conference in March 2014 in New Orleans (an
internationally attended event). If at least part of the video were ready by that point in time, it could be included in
Rob’s presentation and would provide international exposure for the pedagogical work being conducted at Stonehill
College.

Community Outreach Plan:
In order to showcase the work of the Business Department, and perhaps help other departments who may be struggling
with the task of program assessment, Rob Carver is willing to give his AACSB presentation on campus.

Budget (detail how you will use the funds requested)

Jim Burns, CEO of Avitage (http://www.avitage.com/index.php/company/about-avitage/ ) has agreed to assist in the
roll of Director. He will help with the pre-taping set up of the presentation content and PowerPoint slides. He has also
agreed to spend one half to one full day on campus directing the actual video shoot. He is asking for a $250 stipend.

Funding of up to $750 will also be required for the hiring of the video editing expert. We have been in contact with Matt
McManus (http://www.mcmanusbros.com/ ) who is interested in the opportunity. Matt was recommended by the
Marketing department. 
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