
#201Instructional Development Grant Application Form
Name Lee G.  Farrow

Department CBL / Sociology

Which grant are you applying for? Pedagogy Travel Grant

Amount requested $750.00

If your project involves human subjects,
have you discussed your project with the
Director of Academic Development?

Yes

If your project involves community-based
learning, have you discussed your project
with the Director of CBL?

Yes

Project Proposal (500-750 words) -- Please include a 1) title, 2) a project description, 3) a discussion of the
benefit to the Stonehill community, and 4) your "community outreach plan"). See full requirements at:
www.stonehill.edu/x16968.xml.

Project Description:

I am applying for a Pedagogy Travel Grant in order to fund my travel to present at the Association for Humanistic
Sociology Conference, being held in Washington, D.C., October 9-14. I will be presenting as part of a panel that
discusses the role of campus-community partnerships in the classroom. I will present best practices and lessons gained
from my class, Organizing Grassroots that I co-taught last spring. In the Organizing Grassroots class, we discussed and
analyzed a variety of national organizing models, ranging from union organizing, community grassroots organizing,
social / political grassroots network organizing, education organizing, and more. We partnered with two local non-
profit organizations, assigning students’ one group project with one of the two organizations that aligned with the
student’s interests. There were two groups. The students really got into the assignments and some even volunteered
with the organizations to continue their work over the summer. Others talked about returning to the organizations in
some capacity during the fall semester. 

Presentation Framework: My presentation will be framed around several lessons and practices that we found particularly
useful and hope to provoke discussion and thoughts from other discussants / participants in attendance. The
framework will include: 1) How the class was designed, what were the goals, objectives and anticipated outcomes; 2)
Striking the right balance between student fieldwork and class instruction / what were the strengths, challenges; 3) How
we determined proof of learning and outcomes; 4) Who were the community partners, how were they selected, what
was their role; 5) Community partner’s satisfaction / benefits and student satisfaction / benefits; 6) Summarized
lessons / best practices from the class.

Knowledge Exchange: Attending this session and the entire conference provides an opportunity to share that class
experience, and hear how other participants establish their campus-community partnerships. It will be instructional to
hear about teaching methods used by others that blend class room study with field assignments: how that works and
what lessons / results others are experiencing, and, what I might bring back to Stonehill to incorporate in my teaching. 

Campus-Community Partnering: I will also offer lessons I’ve learned from my work at Stonehill College, as it relates to
developing strong community partnerships. Since 2011, I have worked at Stonehill College as a Community Scholar,
advancing efforts to establish, expand, and sustain meaningful campus-community partnerships with local non-profits,
government and business organizations, mainly in the Brockton community. This work has translated into increased



student volunteer assignments, practicums and hands on participation in the community. It has also resulted in the
development of a network of committed organizations and institutions dedicated to working together to create
sustainable community transformation in peoples’ lives and their environs in Brockton. All these opportunities enable
Stonehill students to translate conceptual class readings into real time and action with community projects and people
most affected by that work. Since this session explores campus-community partnerships, there will be much to
contribute to the discussion as we talk about Stonehill’s lessons, strengths and challenges.

I will attend other panel and workshop discussions to both contribute to discussions and learn new and innovative
techniques in teaching, and cutting edge social issues that are emerging in American cities.

How this benefits Stonehill community and my personal development: 

During the Spring 2014 semester, I will once again teach Organizing Grassroots: Micro to Macro. As I prepare for the
class, I will naturally draw on lessons from previous classes. Specifically, this conference will support my teaching by
exposing me to a range of scholarly and practitioner work that can serve as new reference points and material for my
class. I will look and listen for teaching paradigms and styles, accounts of student receptivity to models, and so on. I’m
also interested in networking with others who are advancing work projects in local communities while effectively
integrating those projects into their curriculum and study guides, which will serve Stonehill well as I continue my work
of “one foot in the academy and one foot in the community.” I am looking for new scholarly work and thought
perspectives that might be infused into my class, especially papers and books from other participants. 

Applying Lessons: I will use some of the lessons learned from the Conference and new relationships gained to support
the development of Stonehill's 2014 3rd Annual Grassroots Organizing and Leadership Conference to be held on
campus. Planning and development of the conference will be part of my class curriculum. 

Conference insights will also aid in constructing the pedagogy for Stonehill’s forthcoming Adult Learning Clemente
Courses in the Humanities that will be launched in October. Stonehill is a convening partner. Once this program begins,
not only will Stonehill serve young adult students in their pathways to education and careers, the Academy will also
serve populations of community members who we’ve partnered with over the years in numerous capacities. The
Clemente project will fulfill adult learner’s educational dreams to one day return to classroom study in order to gain
more knowledge, build their confidence; thus supporting their leadership. I will look for concepts and experiences from
conference participants that might compliment this project. 

Professional Growth: The Conference will support my professional growth by opening new opportunities to collaborate
with additional collegial social networks. I’d like to seek out participants who may have ideas or best practices in
creating campus-community shared learning laboratories around new innovations and knowledge management. 

Community Outreach Plan: 

I will write a reflection paper and share my conference insights through the office of Community Based Learning. 

Budget (detail how you will use the funds
requested)

Travel: Round Trip airfare to Washington, DC $350
Lodging: 4 nights at Keybridge Mariott in Washington, D.C. $127/night
@ 4 nights: $508

total $858


