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CRN#     Fall 2015 Descriptions for Topics Courses 
 
20657 COM 321-A Topics in Film Genres: The Romantic Comedy 
 Prof. W. Peek 

What features are essential to romantic comedy?  What elements does history recommend?  Is the genre conservative or innovative in 
its gestures? How closely or distantly do modern films follow older models? How do modern life, love, and economics alter traditional 
representations of marriage and romance? 
 
In answering these questions, we will view romantic comedies from the 1930s through the new millennium, studying the work of 
prominent directors in the genre (Lubitsch, Sturges, Capra, Hawks, and Ephron) as well as that of newer contributors (Jonze, Seidelman, 
Anderson). 

 
20659 COM 323-A Topics in Film: Film Censorship and American Culture 
 Prof. R. Leone 

Examines the continuing battle over film content, a battle as old as the medium itself.  Against recurrent threats of federal censorship, 
filmmakers have struggled to present messages that have often been at odds with a vast array of powerful groups, from the Catholic 
Legion of Decency to National Organization for Women.  Discussions will cover the erosion of the Production Code and the institution 
of a Rating system.   

 
20661 COM 333-A Topics in Mediated Communication: Media Regulation 
 Prof. R. Leone 

The course explores the interrelationships between governmental, industrial, and societal forces in controlling US media through the 
lens of the Media Regulation Model. 

 
20389 CRM 295 A: Topics in Criminology: Youth Development and Crime Prevention 

Prof. E. Jacoubs 
The “Making America’s Future” learning community introduces students to best practices and theories of mentoring youth and then 
provides students hands-on opportunities to apply them through a yearlong mentoring project through Coaching 4 Change, an exciting 
program created by Stonehill graduate Marquis Taylor ’05 to help Brockton High School students develop their own mentoring skills to 
coach elementary school youth and run local basketball leagues. As Stonehill students work with Coaching 4 Change, they will gain 
firsthand knowledge of the field of youth leadership development, placing this important work in the context of American youth’s 
experience with urban politics, culture, and struggle.  

 
20639 CRM 295 B: Topics in Criminology: Introduction to Policing 

Chief P. Carnes 
This course will explore police functions during the early English and colonial periods through today’s war on both Domestic and Foreign 
terrorism. We will review the major contributions of selected individuals to the development of policing (e.g., Peel’s “principles,” 
Vollmer’s professionalism) and analyze the legacies of colonial policing that remained intact after the American Revolution. The course 
will delineate where professional policing began in the United States, the overall impact of unionization and collective bargaining, as 
well as functional change in the historical perspective. The topic of policing in today’s society will be reviewed from many sides, including 
and most importantly, the perspective of how in America those in Policing can become pitted against the Community that they are 
sworn to protect and serve.  Students will understand of what has led to the development of the community orientated policing and 
problem solving era. The course will explain in detail how today policing has come full circle, returning to its origins. 

 
20398 CRM 400 A: Seminar: Writing for Criminology: Crime Victims & Justice Systems 

Prof. K. Currul-Dykeman 
This course meets the Writing in the Discipline requirement. The seminar examines various victims of crime and the struggles they face 
in pursuit of justice.  Students will learn how to write a criminological literature review and research proposal. Completion of this enables 
students to register for the victims practicum which takes place in the spring. 

 
20367 ENG 242-A Topics in Creative Writing: Poetry 
 Prof. A. Brooks 

This creative writing course will offer an introduction to poetry writing with an emphasis on experimentation with form and process. 
You will have weekly writing assignments based on our readings and experiences and explorations in and outside of the classroom. In 
order to deepen our knowledge and abilities, we will also be reading the work of many contemporary writers and some older greats. 
Class will be part discussion, part writing, and part play which will all help create a community in which we learn to formulate 
thoughtful critique and responses to each other's work and deep insight into the reading and our writing practice.  

 
20368 ENG 243-A Topics in Creative Writing: Short Fiction 
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 Prof. J. Green 
This intensive creative writing workshop is designed to help the beginning and intermediate writer develop his/her voice through a focus 
on what has come to be known as “microfiction” (or sometimes “flash,” or "sudden" fiction). Microfiction is an emerging and increasingly 
popular genre of very short (generally under 1000 words) narrative. By focusing strictly on reading and producing very short forms we 
will work on the essential elements of the writer's craft, including plot, setting, characterization, dialogue, and narrative tension. The 
workshop format will balance spontaneous, fun writing exercises with careful revision and thoughtful, constructive critiques that will 
assist each author in realizing the full potential of his/her work. Students will produce a series of very short prose pieces and a final 
collection. Readings will include prose by such authors as Joyce, Kawabata, Twain, Hemingway, Kafka, Eggers, Duras, Munro, Hempel, 
Paley, Keret, Barthelme, and Kincaid, among others. 

 
20365 ENG 306-A Topics in British Literature, 1700-1900: Crimes and Misdemeanors 
 Prof. S. Gracombe 

Some of the most famous criminals in literature come from nineteenth-century British novels: Mr. Hyde, Dracula, Fagan and Magwitch 
in Dickens’ novels, Prof. Moriarty in the Sherlock Holmes stories, et al. As these memorable characters suggest, Victorian literature was 
deeply concerned with questions of crime and punishment. What constitutes a “crime” and what a “misdemeanor” in an era in which 
rules of propriety governed every aspect of life, yet prostitution, financial fraud, theft, domestic violence and child abuse were common? 
What was the relationship between gender, sexuality, and crime? Is criminality innate or caused by poverty and environment? We will 
explore such compelling questions through close analysis of nineteenth-century detective, sensation, and Bildungsroman fiction, 
accompanied by “true crime” accounts in Victorian periodicals, theories of criminology, and contemporary scholarship.  

 
20369 ENG 345-A Topics in Advanced Creative Writing: Fiction 
 Prof. A. Brooks 

This Advanced Creative writing course is for students interested taking their writing to the next level and is an ideal follow up for any 
one who has taken any beginning creative writing course, such as Short Fiction, Poetry Workshop, or Creative Nonfiction. Students are 
welcome to write in any of the three genres or a combination of their choice. They will have the opportunity to work one on one with 
the professor as well as workshops and peer feedback. 

 
20370 ENG 366-A Topics in Twentieth-Century American Literature: The City in American Literature 
 Prof. L. Scales 

Increasingly in the nineteenth century and twentieth centuries, American life was urban life. This course will consider the ways American 
literature responded to both the possibilities and the problems of the city as it grew in size, scope, and diversity from the mid-nineteenth 
century to the end of the twentieth century. Topics will include: representations of urban consciousness; race, ethnicity, and 
constructions of the "alien" and the "other"; urban architecture and the space of the city; city planning and reform movements; poverty 
and wealth; and the status of family and neighborhood.   

 
20371 ENG 367-A Topics in Nineteenth-Century American Literature: Living American Literature 
 Prof. L. Scales 

In this field trip-based course, we will read early American literature in its historical context and visit the living sites of literary history in 
Plymouth, Salem, Concord, and Boston.  We will study American literature from its beginnings, through the formation of a new nation, 
to the start of the Civil War. These texts will help us understand narratives of origins and encounter; Gothic haunting; visions of reform 
and revolution; ideas of nature, wilderness, and the “frontier;” and the changing meanings of domesticity, gender, and childhood.   At 
the same time, we will inquire how early American literature lives today by investigating the stories told by museums and historical 
sites. Four weekend field trips are required; dates will be arranged at the start of the semester.  There will be no additional charge for 
admission fees. 

 
20372 ENG 390-A Topics in Modernism: Modernism and Movement 
 Prof. S. Cohen 

Airplanes, tanks, automobiles, liquid rocket propulsion—such familiar technologies are just some of the innovations that were new and 
even shocking to those living in the early 20th century. These technologies and many others resulted in making the world seem smaller. 
Alongside this newfound speed, there were novel limits on mobility introduced to the world, from the invention of the concentration 
camp and trench warfare to the widespread use of passport documents and new kinds of restrictions on travel. This course will explore 
how literature of the first half of the 20th century addressed these contradictions. We will read cultural histories of new technologies, 
examine primary source documents including advertisements and popular magazines, and study fictional, poetic, and nonfictional texts 
from the period. Some authors will likely include H.G. Wells, Joseph Conrad, Virginia Woolf, T.S. Eliot, Jean Rhys, James Joyce, and E.M. 
Forster. 

 
 
20020 GND 300-A Advanced Topics in Gender & Sexuality Studies: Women of Color Feminisms: Theorizing Race, Gender, & Power 
 Prof. P. Thompson 
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This course introduces students to some of the key questions explored by women of color seeking to theorize and contest the complex 
politics of race, class, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality that impact women and men in the U.S. and around the world.  Working from 
local, national, and transnational perspectives, we will read a variety of texts—ranging from theoretical essays and first-person 
narratives to fiction and film—as we explore the multiple ways women of color have sought to change the world. Students can expect 
lively conversations, a significant reading load, challenging assignments, and opportunities to explore their own interests.  No prior 
Gender and Sexuality Studies experience required. 

 
20506 HIS 362-A World History Seminar: Islam in Cinema 
 Prof. D. Sander 

Cinema is a global communicator like no other, with power to shape the world views of millions of people.  At a time when the Muslim 
world is in a crisis of interpretation, this class explores how films examine the contested meaning of Islam and Muslim history.  We will 
watch a wide variety of films made within and outside the Muslim world for a deeper understanding of the cultural history 
behind current events. 

 
20638 IND 357-A Special Topics in Interdisciplinary Studies: Blazing Worlds and Fantastical Fictions 
 Prof. K. Bennett 

This course explores literary, artistic, and cinematic narratives about humankind’s origins, evolution, and futuristic potential. Throughout 
the course, we’ll compare classical and Renaissance visions of the human condition with 21st Century hindsight and imagine what comes 
next. The first unit, “Hell and Creation,” explores Ovid’s Metamorphoses (excerpts), Marlowe’s Dr. Faustus, Dante’s Inferno (excerpts), 
and Milton’s Paradise Lost (excerpts), plus the works of Renaissance artists including Leonardo DaVinci, Michelangelo, and Pieter 
Bruegel. The second unit, “Science ‘fictions’” examines Francis Bacon’s Atlantis, Margaret Cavendish’s The Blazing World, and Berthold 
Brecht’s Galileo. The third unit, “Other Worlds,” explores the literary evolutions of these stories in modern works such as Lawrence and 
Lee’s Inherit the Wind, as well as contemporary explorations of these topics in Carl Sagan’s Contact, the Harry Potter series, and the 
popular Battlestar Galactica television series.   
This course is part of LC 335-A.  Students must take IND 357-A along with PHY 193-B, 20637 and LC 335-A, 20636. 

 
20745 PHY 403-A, Topics in Physics: Math Methods 
 Prof. A. Massarotti 
 Contact instructor for course description. 
 
20410 SOC 295 A: Topics in Sociology: Illness and Society 

Prof. L. Carlson 
This course involves an exploration of the social factors that influence the distribution and treatment of illness in society. The class will 
also include a critical examination of the American health care system and the evolution of the doctor-patient relationship in our society. 
You will be presented with cross-cultural views on a variety of health problems, and you will be expected to come prepared to think 
critically about these problems and to participate fully in classroom discussions. 

 
20412 SOC 400 A: Seminar: Writing for Sociology: Sociology of Childhood and Child Welfare 

Prof. J. Gill 
This course meets the Writing in Discipline requirement. This seminar examines childhood and youth as phases of social life constructed 
in the context of the structural inequalities of age, race, class, gender, sexuality and nationality. Students will learn how to write a 
sociological literature review.  

 
20710 VPH 330-A Topics in European or American Art: Art and the Law    CANCELLED 
 TBA 

In this course, students will examine the intersection of art and the law. Through the use of assigned readings, class discussions, and 
presentations students will gain an overview of important legal issues and cases in art by exploring the Constitutional rights of free 
speech and the right to privacy. Students will also learn about copyright, Fair Use, and the appropriation of images by artist. Weekly 
presentations will include images of well-known artworks and will delve into the legal matters faced by their creators ( Jeff Koons, 
Robert Mapplethorpe, Shephard Fairey, and more). Students also examine moral rights of artists, freedom of speech, and the right to 
privacy. As a part of this course, students will learn to read case law, and to understand legal decision as they pertain to the arts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
20563 VPS 207-A Special Projects: Experimental Media and Technology in Studio Arts 
 Prof. D. Kinsey 
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This class will explore various studio arts mediums with technological applications for the creation of experimental artworks.  Genres 
and techniques, such as drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture and collage will be explored.   Emphasis will be placed on the analog 
(hands on) to the digital, and back and forth. **It is recommended, but not required that students have some knowledge of technological 
components such as: use of computers, digital cameras, ipads and/or tablets, smart phones, etc. 

 
20564 VPS 207-B Special Projects: Collage 
 Prof. C. Walters 

This course explores alternative and traditional methods of collage and assemblage using unique materials from detritus to personal 
treasures.  Elements of drawing, painting, mono-printing and writing will be included to create multiple evocative, visual statements. 

 
20565 VPS 207-C Special Projects: Art Therapy Studio 
 Prof. C. Janczunski 

Students will gain an experiential as well as theoretical understanding of studio-based art therapy by engaging in group art making. A 
major goal of the course is to increase student understanding of and comfort with the process of creation through creative 
exploration, scholarly readings, and discussions. 

 
20709 VPS 207-D Special Projects: Making Art Material 
 Prof. C. Smith Corby 

This seminar combines a dual interest in sustainable food systems, an in depth understanding of the basis, production, and use of 
historical studio materials, and how they share a symbiotic relationship.  There will be a focus on homemade and sustainable 
ingredients that reflect the local and global Slow Food movement and important issues of fair trade, organic production, and humane 
methods of consumption will be discussed. 
Throughout the semester, students will participate in creating historical artist materials from start to finish, which will include 
harvesting plant materials from the farm to make pigments and inks, tools, making hand-made paper, utilizing animal by-products, 
and cooking with the same ingredients. With this in mind, we hope to reflect a "nose to tail" mindset to honor the origins of our 
resources. 

 
20590 VPT 331-A, Topics in Theatre Arts I: Pretty Pictures: Lighting and Projection on Stage and Screen   
 Prof. J. Petty 

This class will teach a fundamental understanding of the role and function of theatrical lighting, both historical and modern, and follow 
its evolution from the earliest days of live theater through modern Broadway and Hollywood extravaganzas.  Special focus will be given 
to the discussion of lighting in filmed versions of staged plays, as well as, "musical movies" which rely heavily on theatrical conventions. 


