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CRN#    Fall 2015 History Cornerstone Course Descriptions 
 

(Please note that HIS 100 is not open to Elementary Education majors because they do not have the coverage required for Licensure. 
Elementary Education majors are recommended to take a HIS 101, HIS 115, HIS 116 or an HIS 200-level cornerstone course.)   
 
20485 HIS 100-A, Honors COR: Perspectives on China     3 credits (Honors) 
20484 HIS 100-C, COR: Perspectives on China      3 credits 
 Prof. K. Teoh 

This course follows in the footsteps of Venetian merchants, Japanese monks, British diplomats, Western missionaries and other foreign 
visitors to China’s shores throughout the centuries. We explore what happens when cultures meet for the first time, how they perceive 
one another, and how this shapes the writing of history.  Considered a World History.   
 
Course may be applied to the Asian Studies minor.  Only open to students that have not completed the History Cornerstone 
requirement. 

 
20483 HIS 100-B, COR: Chuck Berry’s America: The United States from 1955 to 1965  3 credits 
20785 HIS 100-F, COR: Chuck Berry’s America: The United States from 1955 to 1965  

Prof. S. Maddock 
An examination of how entrenched ideas about race, gender, sexuality, class, age roles and social behavior all came under direct 
challenge with the emergence of rock and roll and youth culture during the tumultuous decade from 1955 to 1965.  Considered a United 
States History.   
 
Only open to students that have not completed the History Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20482 HIS 100-D, COR: Crosscurrents and Connections: Encounters in the Atlantic World  3 credits 
 Prof. E. McCarron 

In this course we will view early America through the lens of migration and Atlantic history: exploring the intersections and linkages 
between Old World and New, and the experience and voices of those who crossed the Atlantic up to the nineteenth century.  Considered 
a United States History.   
 
Only open to students that have not completed the History Cornerstone requirement  

 
20486 HIS 100-E, COR: Becoming Modern: America in the 1920s    3 credits 
 Prof. J. Dennehy  

Celebrated in the popular imagination as the age where “anything goes,” America in the 1920s witnessed modernizing and traditional 
forces clash over such issues as immigration, prohibition, radicalism, consumerism and changing moral standards. This course explores 
the cultural ferment of the time, examining how the forces of modernity and traditionalism made the Twenties both liberating and 
repressive.  Considered a United States History.   
 
Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  Only open to students that have not completed the History Cornerstone 
requirement. 

 
20487 HIS 101-A, COR:  History of American Freedom     3 credits 
 Prof. J. Rodrigue 

This course examines the idea of freedom in U.S. history from the American Revolution to the present. It focuses on how this idea, so 
central to American identity, has evolved and has been contested throughout the nation’s history.  Considered a United States History.  
 
Counts towards Elementary Education Licensure.  Only open to students that have not completed the History Cornerstone requirement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20488 HIS 101-B, COR: The Great Depression and World War II    3 credits 
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 Prof. J. Dennehy 
This course explores the nature and study of history. Using primary and secondary readings, students will gain a better understanding 
of the many significant events which took place between 1920 and 1947. Particular attention will be paid to the Great Depression, the 
New Deal, the rise of fascism and World War II. Through critical essays and a research paper, this course will offer students an 
introduction into how historians write and construct arguments from the sources available to them.  Considered a World History.   
 
Counts towards Elementary Education Licensure.  Only open to students that have not completed the History Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20489 HIS 101-C, COR: History Cornerstone       3 credits   CANCELLED 
 TBA 

See Department Chairperson for course information.   
 
Counts towards Elementary Education Licensure.  Only open to students that have not completed the History Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20490 HIS 115-A, FYS: The Declaration of Independence in World History   4 credits (First-Year Seminar)  
 Prof. L. Brekke-Aloise 

This course introduces students to one of the most significant documents in world history: The Declaration of Independence. We will 
read the original draft in order to uncover the elusive document’s “original meaning.” Then, we will examine the intellectual and political 
underpinnings of the Declaration along with its impact on world history.  Considered a World History.   
 
Counts towards Elementary Education Licensure.  Only open to students that have not completed the First-Year Seminar and History 
Cornerstone requirements. 

 
20491 HIS 116-A, FYS: Anti-Semitism, Nazism, and the Holocaust    4 credits (First-Year Seminar) 
20492 HIS 116-B, FYS: Anti-Semitism, Nazism, and the Holocaust    4 credits (First-Year Seminar) 
 Prof. K. Spicer, CSC 

An examination of Europe’s anti-Semitic past that culminated in the rise of National Socialism and the Holocaust of European Jews. 
Special emphasis will be given to eyewitness biographical accounts of this tragic history.  Considered a European History.   
 
Counts towards Elementary Education Licensure.  Only open to students that have not completed the First-Year Seminar and History 
Cornerstone requirements. 
 

 
20493 HIS 128-A, FYS: The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass    4 credits (First-Year Seminar) 
 Prof. T. Gernes 

Frederick Douglass’ heroic journey from slavery to freedom in antebellum America illuminates–in lightning flashes–a nation riven by 
race, region, economy and differing conceptions of justice and morality. The course weaves literature, film, and primary materials, 
training Douglass’s complex life and times and introducing students to college-level historical inquiry.  Considered a United States 
History.   
 
Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  Only open to students that have not completed the First-Year Seminar and 
History Cornerstone requirements. 

 
20584 VPT 110-A, FYS: Theatre as Mystery, Myth and History     4 credits (First-Year Seminar) 
 Prof. E. Feldman 

This course covers the development of theatre from its primitive beginnings through the major eras and countries until the year 1700. 
Theatre will be studied as a social and cultural institution, mirroring the civilization in which it thrives. Topics will include theatre as 
education, censorship, and understanding contemporary theatre from an historical perspective.   
 
Open to First-Year students only. Non-First-Year students allowed with permission of instructor. This course fulfills a requirement for a 
Theatre Arts minor (equivalent to VPT 181) and First-Year Seminar and History Cornerstone requirement.  

 
 
 
 
The following 200-Level History Courses also fulfill the History Cornerstone Requirement:  
 
20495 HIS 265-A, Western Civilization I       3 credits 
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Prof. T. Clarke 
An examination of the historical development of culture and society in the pre-modern era with a focus on the theoretical justifications 
for authority, law, freedom, and community. 

 
20497 HIS 271-A, World History I        3 credits 
20498 HIS 271-B, World History I        3 credits 

Prof. D. Sander 
Examines the history of the human community from the early modern era to the present.  Explores how and why industry, nation states, 
and European style economics have come to define the modern world. It analyzes the interconnections and interdependencies, 
nowadays called "globalization", that continue to define human historical development.   

 
20500 HIS 281-A, American Nation I       3 credits 

Prof. J. Dennehy 
Comprehensive study of American historical development with a focus on the development of U.S. political principles, ideals, founding 
documents, institutions, and processes.  Topics include modes of colonial life, geographical perspectives, the Revolution and 
Constitution, urban development, westward movement, constructions of race and gender, popular culture, the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. 


