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CRN #    Fall 2015 First-Year Seminar Course Descriptions 
 
These Courses are only open to students who have not completed their First-Year Seminar Requirement. 
 
STANDARD LEVEL 
 

 
20380 ANT 110-A, FYS: Families in Cross Cultural Perspective     4 credits 
 Prof. E. Tucker 

An examination of concepts of marriage and family as social institutions from a cross-cultural perspective. Drawing on both classic and 
contemporary essays as well as in-depth ethnographic studies of marriage and family in several different cultures, we will examine the 
way in which intimate relationships are construed in different societies.  Open to First-Year Students only.   

 
This course is the equivalent to SOC 230 Families in Cross Cultural Perspective and may be applied to the Gender & Sexuality Studies 
Program. 

 
20649 COM 110-A, FYS: Navigating Media Landscape     4 credits 
 Prof. A. Paradise 

This course will provide an overview of the history, structure, performance, content, effects, and future of mediated communication, 
including issues of media ownership, regulation, and media literacy. As a first-year writing-intensive seminar, students will engage in 
frequent writing assignments, rigorous analysis of texts, critical thinking, and information literacy.  Open to First-Year Students only.   
 
This course is the equivalent to COM 107 Mediated Communication. 

 
20326 ECO 110-A, FYS: The Economics of eBay      4 credits 
 Prof. H. Kazemi 

Why do some items sell for such ridiculously high prices at auctions of reputable establishments such as Christie’s, Bonham’s, Sotheby’s 
or even eBay? Has it ever occurred to you why the owners of a house listed for $1.5 million last year cannot get 1/3 of that price this 
year? In this class we will examine the way consumers and businesses think and behave as rational entities.  Open to First-Year Students 
only.   
 
Fulfills the Cornerstone Social Scientific Inquiry Requirement, and is the equivalent to ECO 176 Microeconomic Principles. 

 
20327 ECO 111-A, FYS: The Undercover Economist      4 credits 
 Prof. S. Mulholland 

Economics is the study of how to get the most out of life and to help others to do so as well. Your mission, if you choose to accept it, is 
to develop your economic lens, seek out various mysteries that surround us, and discover both the seen and unseen.  Open to First-
Year Students only.   
 
Fulfills the Cornerstone Social Scientific Inquiry Requirement, and is the equivalent to ECO 176 Microeconomic Principles. 

 
20376 ENG 125-A, FYS: The Imaginary Primitive      4 credits 
 Prof. J. Green 

Our seminar will focus on literature, visual art, and anthropology to examine how the British and French empires, from the Age of 
Exploration to the post-imperial present, have defined what it means to be "European", "civilized", "rational", and "modern" in 
opposition to the often imaginary figures of the non-European "Other" (the "native," the "primitive," the "savage" and the 
"barbarian").  Although much of our work will concentrate on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, we will begin by examining 
several foundational early modern and Enlightenment-era texts to see how racialist fantasies of "first contact" between European 
explorers and non-European peoples influenced subsequent discourses of evolutionary biology, social science, psychology, and imperial 
politics.  Readings will examine several key contact zones between European and non-European peoples, including Africa, India, 
Polynesia, and the Middle East. Our semester will end with a section devoted to authors Mehdi Charef and Zadie Smith and their more 
recent responses to the transformations that have reshaped cultural identities in contemporary, multicultural France and 
England.  Authors to be covered may include Montaigne, Shakespeare, Behn, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Balzac, Kipling, Conrad, 
Maugham, Forster, and Orwell. We will also look at art by Paul Gauguin, Jean-Léon Gérôme, Man Ray, and Pablo Picasso, among others, 
as well as films such as Cannibal Tours, Dirty, Pretty Things, and La haine (Hate).   
 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
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20377 ENG 127-A, FYS: The Art of Memory       4 credits 
 Prof. A. Brooks 

This course will be an interdisciplinary study of memory that encourages students to investigate both critically and creatively how 
different artists, writers, and filmmakers depict memory. We will discuss not only how it’s used in their work, but also how they 
represent the way it functions and how different approaches and mediums reveal or expose different aspects of experience. Artists, 
writers, filmmakers and composers we may explore include: Jonathan Caouette’s Tarnation, Chris Marker’s La Jetee, poet Marie Howe’s 
What the Living Do, Marcel Proust’s In Search of Lost Time, Joe Brainard’s I Remember, as well as various essays (by authors such as Joel 
Agee and bell hooks). We will also examine the artwork of Christian Boltanski, Felix Gonzalez-Torres, and Harry Dodge and Stanya Kahn, 
as well as composer William Basinski’s Disintegration Loops.   
 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20378 ENG 131-A, FYS: Extreme Makeovers: Transformative Texts    4 credits  CANCELLED 
 Prof. S. Gracombe 

What links the Greek myths in Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Bram Stoker’s vampire novel Dracula, Rebecca West’s psychological war story 
Return of the Solider, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, and Richard Linklater’s recent film Boyhood? All are fascinated by “extreme 
makeovers” of sorts. This first year seminar will examine the ongoing appeal of such transformations in literature through close 
readings of a diverse selection of fiction, poetry, and film. In particular, we will explore the following questions: How are these 
extreme makeovers shaped by views about gender, psychology, sexuality, and otherness at different cultural moments? What do they 
suggest about the boundaries between human and animal? What do they reveal about the process of growing up?  And does 
literature have the potential to transform us as readers, too?   
 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

20740 ENG 141-A, FYS: African-American Literature      4 credits  CANCELLED 
Prof. D. Itzkovitz 
This course will offer an introduction to some of the central texts, themes and controversies in 20th century African American 
literature.  After a brief introduction to earlier contexts, we will turn to the movements and artists who came to define 20th century 
African American culture.  Throughout, we will read with an eye toward both understanding historical contexts and achieving an 
interpretive framework with which to think about African American culture and its relation to American culture as a whole.  Our 
studies will necessarily demand that we think about the relationship of more traditional models of literary history to alternate literary 
forms (such as those found in folk tales, music, the vernacular tradition, etc.), the process of canon formation, as well as broader 
questions of identity politics.  
 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20490 HIS 115-A, FYS: The Declaration of Independence in World History   4 credits 
 Prof. L. Brekke-Aloise 

This course introduces students to one of the most significant documents in world history: The Declaration of Independence. We will 
read the original draft in order to uncover the elusive document’s “original meaning.” Then, we will examine the intellectual and political 
underpinnings of the Declaration along with its impact on world history.  This course counts towards Elementary Education licensure.   
 
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20491 HIS 116-A, FYS: Anti-Semitism, Nazism, and the Holocaust    4 credits 
20492 HIS 116-B, FYS: Anti-Semitism, Nazism, and the Holocaust    4 credits 
 Prof. K. Spicer, CSC 

An examination of Europe’s anti-semitic past that culminated in the rise of National Socialism and the Holocaust of European Jews. 
Special emphasis will be given to eyewitness biographical accounts of this tragic history.  Considered a European History.  This course 
counts towards Elementary Education licensure.   
 
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 
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20493 HIS 128-A, FYS: The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass    4 credits 
Prof. T. Gernes 
Frederick Douglass’ heroic journey from slavery to freedom in antebellum America illuminates–in lightning flashes–a nation riven by 
race, region, economy and differing conceptions of justice and morality. The course weaves literature, film, and primary materials, 
tracing Douglass’s complex life and times and introducing students to college-level historical inquiry.  Considered a United States 
History.   
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20694 PHL 113-A, FYS: Philosophy: What Does it All Mean?     4 credits 
 Prof. B. O’Sullivan      

In this course, we will examine some perennial issues in philosophy, including the nature of the self, knowledge, friendship and love, 
tragedy, and freedom and justice.   
 
Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 
 

20695 PHL 114-A, FYS: Our Bodies, Ourselves      4 credits 
 Prof. M. Mitchell 

This course explores some of the questions that are raised by recognizing that we are not just minds- we are embodied creatures.  How 
should we organize society to provide for our bodily needs?  Should we worry about the death of our bodies?  Are our minds and our 
bodies really different?   
 
Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 
 

20696 PHL 115-A, FYS: Friendship, Love, and Sex      4 credits 
 Prof. E. McGushin 

This course will introduce students to philosophy through studying what philosophers have had to say about the nature of friendship, 
love, and sexuality.  Our aim will be to learn what the philosophical investigation of friendship, love, and sex can tell us about who we 
are and to understand better the role they can play in living meaningful, fulfilling lives.   
 
Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 
 

20682 POL 110-A, FYS: Power, Order, and Justice      4 credits 
 Prof. B. Scholz 

This course will explore the dilemmas facing all governments: on what principles should the political order be based? What is the nature 
of the just state? What determines citizenship, political authority, and power? What is the good life and how is it related to the political 
order and the satisfaction of justice?  Open to First-Year Students only.   
 
This course is the equivalent to POL 171 Power, Order, and Justice. 

 
20523 REL 113-A, FYS: Sacred Space From Mt. Sinai to Ground Zero    4 credits 
 Prof. M. Leith 

What makes a place “sacred”? Who decides whether a place is sacred? What do people do in scared spaces? This seminar will examine 
the nature of sacred space in theory, history and practice with a focus on sacredness in Judaism, Christianity and Islam. In addition, the 
course will ask if “non-religious” places can be sacred. The course includes a fieldtrip to the 9/11 Memorial in New York City.   
 
Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 
 

 
20524 REL 119-A, FYS: Religion and How to Create One     4 credits  CANCELLED 
 Prof. J. Lanci 

Is there a future for religion in the 21st century? This course will consist of a semester-long conversation—fueled by readings and a lot 
of writing—about the nature of spirituality and religion. To promote deep learning about how religions work and why they might still 
be valuable to our society, the class will see if it can develop a new religion, one that might better meet its generation’s need for a way 
to make sense of—and meaning for—their lives.   
 
Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 
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20525 REL 122-A, FYS: Pilgrimage and Passage: Religion as “Sacred” Journey   4 credits 
 Prof. S. Wilbricht, CSC  

The course begins with the premise that all religions are at their best when they are “betwixt and between,” living in the threshold, 
open to new and unexpected horizons. After a close reading of the Book of Exodus, which will provide the opportunity to identify various 
themes associated with ritual passage, we will concentrate primarily on the study of the three chief monotheistic religions of Semitic 
origin: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The course will end with a brief exploration of Hinduism and Buddhism. Through comparative 
analysis of these religions, we will strive to determine similarities and differences in particular approaches to God, worship, institution, 
and moral conduct.   
 
Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20554 VPH 111-A, FYS: Boston Buildings: Inside and Out     4 credits 
 Prof. A. Sheckler 

Boston is home to many exquisite private urban dwellings: Paul Revere House, the Harrison Grey Otis House, the Gibson House, the 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, and Gropius House. In addition Boston boasts some of the most cutting edge public buildings such 
as the Boston Public Library, Trinity Church, and Boston City Hall. This course will introduce students to Boston’s private living spaces 
and how they reflect the people who lived in them and its historic public buildings that reflect the city who commissioned them. On site 
visits, guest curators and critical readings will all contribute to a new understanding of Boston architecture.  Open to First-Year Students 
only. 

 
20584 VPT 110-A, FYS: Theatre as Mystery, Myth, and History     4 credits 
 Prof. E. Feldman 

This course covers the development of theatre from its primitive beginnings through the major eras and countries until the year 1700. 
Theatre will be studied as a social and cultural institution, mirroring the civilization in which it thrives. Topics will include theatre as 
education, censorship, and understanding contemporary theatre from an historical perspective.  Open to First-Year students only.   Non-
First-Year students allowed with permission of instructor.  
 
This course fulfills a requirement for a Theatre Arts minor (equivalent to VPT 181) and the History Cornerstone requirement.  

 
 
CENTRIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
 

  
20617 WRI 110-A, FYS: Writing in New Media      4 credits 
 Prof. A. Brecke 

Let’s face it, writing in the 21st century is accomplished online. This course explores reading and writing across social media and other 
web spaces through genre study, cultural analysis, and real-world practice. Through posts, tweets, blogs, emails, and texts students will 
hone valuable skills necessary in the twenty-first century thought-place. Creating web-based resumes and professional avatars will also 
be discussed.  Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-
Year Students only. 

 
20895 WRI 110-B, FYS: Writing in New Media      4 credits 
 Prof. S. Smith 

Let’s face it, writing in the 21st century is accomplished online. This course explores reading and writing across social media and other 
web spaces through genre study, cultural analysis, and real-world practice. Through posts, tweets, blogs, emails, and texts students will 
hone valuable skills necessary in the twenty-first century thought-place. Creating web-based resumes and professional avatars will also 
be discussed.  Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-
Year Students only. 
 

20896 WRI 110-C, FYS: Writing in New Media      4 credits 
 Prof. G. Scala 

Let’s face it, writing in the 21st century is accomplished online. This course explores reading and writing across social media and other 
web spaces through genre study, cultural analysis, and real-world practice. Through posts, tweets, blogs, emails, and texts students will 
hone valuable skills necessary in the twenty-first century thought-place. Creating web-based resumes and professional avatars will also 
be discussed.  Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-
Year Students only. 
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20618 WRI 111-A, FYS: The Supernatural in Contemporary Pop Culture    4 credits 
 Prof. H. Sadler 

We live in a world haunted by the fantastic. Vampires, werewolves, witches, fairies, ghosts, and even caped crusaders invade our 
everyday lives through entertainment media and advertising. This course will look at how these familiar creatures evolved and what 
they can teach us about history, culture, and ourselves.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students 
only. 

 
20627 WRI 241-A, FYS: The Art of the Essay       4 credits 
 TBA 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore the 
flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing that 
demonstrates mastery of the essay form.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
20628 WRI 241-B, FYS: The Art of the Essay       4 credits 
 Prof. S. Connor 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore the 
flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing that 
demonstrates mastery of the essay form.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
20629 WRI 241-C, FYS: The Art of the Essay       4 credits 
20630 WRI 241-D, FYS: The Art of the Essay       4 credits 
 Prof. B. Nielson 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore the 
flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing that 
demonstrates mastery of the essay form.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
20631 WRI 241-E, FYS: The Art of the Essay       4 credits 
 Prof. J. Lee 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore the 
flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing that 
demonstrates mastery of the essay form.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
20632 WRI 246-A, FYS: Writing Diverse Lives      4 credits 
 Prof. J. Kim 

An exploration of autobiography as literature, history, and cultural critique.  Critical analysis of how writers transform and synthesize 
life experience into compelling prose.  In addition to reading and analyzing autobiographies and autobiographical essays, this course 
will serve as an introduction to the craft of life writing.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students 
only. 

 
 
BASIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
 

 
20619 WRI 141-A, FYS: Introduction to College Writing     4 credits 
 Prof. J. Chichetto, CSC 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
20620 WRI 141-B, FYS: Introduction to College Writing     4 credits 
 Prof. J. Kim 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 
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20621 WRI 141-C, FYS: Introduction to College Writing     4 credits    
20622 WRI 141-D, FYS: Introduction to College Writing     4 credits 
 Prof. R. Prakasam 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
20623 WRI 141-E, FYS: Introduction to College Writing     4 credits 
 Prof. J. Lee 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
20894 WRI 141-F, FYS: Introduction to College Writing     4 credits 
 Prof. B. Troupe 

This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 
and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 
 

20892 WRI 141-G, FYS: Introduction to College Writing     4 credits 
 Prof. M. Freitas 

This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 
and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 
 
 

20893 WRI 141-H, FYS: Introduction to College Writing     4 credits 
 Prof. M. Santos 

This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 
and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 
 


