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CRN#     Fall 2017 Descriptions for Topics Courses 
 
 
20266 COM 323-A Topics in Film Genres: Dreaming in the Dark 
 Prof. W. Peek 

“Hallucination that is also a fact,” is how André Bazin defined cinema, a statement that speaks both to the materiality of cinematic 
technology and also to the curious experience of watching film, a phenomenon in which we appear to dream in public—immobilized, 
in the dark, near others but experiencing our own responses to the visual stimuli before us. This course investigates what happens to 
us as we view films, exploring the topic from several angles: from noting our own experiences of film watching as both an individual 
and collective experience; fandom; the similarities between dreaming and watching; voyeurism in the cinema; the cinema and 
ideological coercion; and observation as a path to empathy. 

 
20267 COM 323-B Topics in Film Genres: The Monster in Modern American Cinema 
 Prof. M. DelNero 

This course examines the monster in American cinema since 2000, from traditional figures like The Wolfman and Dracula to the new 
wave of gore and violence in the Saw and Hostel films; from “found footage” works like the Paranormal Activity franchise to the 
cultural obsession with the zombie and other forms of the undead that harken back to the 1960’s attempt to cope with the dark 
underbelly of consumer society; and from the revival and re-imagination of the ghost story, with films such as The Conjuring and the 
Insidious franchise which suggest that the monster is often not just present in the suburban home, but that those closest and dearest 
to us may be the greatest danger. The monster in modern American cinema is mobile and evasive, representing an intense discomfort 
with strangers and the new digital landscape that has come to pervade all aspects of modern life. Students will leave the course 
understanding how the modern cinematic monster is directly connected to current fears, desires, and spaces in our contemporary 
cultural moment. 

 
20576 ENG 200-A Introductory Topics in Literary Studies: Romanticism and How to Live 
 Prof. M. Borushko 

This literature course reads major texts of the Romantic Age as explorations of paths toward the good life, broadly and diversely 
construed. Works by authors such as Blake, Wordsworth, Godwin, the Shelleys, Keats, and Austen will be read and analyzed in terms 
of the insights they provide on large and relevant topics such as justice, science, beauty, violence, among others; while responses to 
these Romantics texts from the Victorian Age through the present will be considered as well. We will not only learn to read Romantic 
texts carefully and thoroughly, but we will also begin to grasp the legacy of Romanticism in the present -- such as, for example, how 
Godwin's dilemma in "Political Justice" (whom would you save from a burning house if you had to choose between X and Y) provides 
the opening set-piece for Michael Sandel's influential contemporary exploration of justice. 

 
20577 ENG 220-A Introduction to Topics in Literature: Gods & Monsters 
 Prof. W. Peek  

This course focuses on the dialogue between classical authors and later artists who re-visit, revise, re-voice the epic tradition. We will 
work on certain skills: close reading, engaging with and applying secondary literature, thinking through complex ideas, formulating 
readings of these texts. Authors will include Euripides, Homer, Ovid, Virgil, and Anne Carson We will also examine film, music, and 
dance. 

 
20587 ENG 390-A Topics in Modernism: Ruin and Re-begetting: British Modernism Around WWI (WID) 
 Prof. Jared Green 

This course considers modern British fiction and visual art as responses to the historical, social, political, scientific and technological 
changes that transformed British culture in the period leading up to, during, and immediately following the radical upheavals of World 
War I. We will examine both canonical texts as well as novels and short fiction by several less widely-read authors, so as to get a sense 
of the breadth and variety of British modernism in an era of crisis.  Particular attention will be paid to relationships between 
modernist strategies in literature and visual culture (painting, photography, print advertising and film) and to literary representations 
of war and its aftermath, aesthetics, imperial power, industrial urbanization, class consciousness, gender and sexuality. Authors to be 
considered will be chosen from the following: Joseph Conrad, Mina Loy, D.H. Lawrence, James Joyce, Katherine Mansfield, Ivy 
Compton-Burnett, E.M. Forster, Richard Hughes, Wyndham Lewis, Virginia Woolf, Ford Madox Ford, Djuna Barnes, May Sinclair, and 
Rebecca West.  
 

20412 ENV 375-A Topics in Environmental Science: Memories in the Landscape 
 Prof. Jon Green 

This course examines contemporary themes and issues, as well as the theory and practice behind environmental history. Using a 
variety of case studies including Stonehill, Brockton, and Boston, this course addresses such topics as spatial history, industrial 
ecology, sensory history, and disaster history. Students will engage with seminal works in environmental history and also work closely 
with primary source materials including artifacts, photographs, and documents. 
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20721 HIS 360-A European History Seminar: Medieval Europe (800-1450) 
 Prof. A. Houston 

This seminar will explore the history of Europe, roughly from the age of Charlemagne to that of the printing press.  Topics will include 
the Carolingian renaissance, lordship and feudalism, the rise of monarchy, monasticism, the medieval papacy and the Crusades, 
scholasticism and universities, heresy and orthodoxy, wars and warfare, the Black Death, and the transition from manuscript to print.  

 
20722 HIS 362-A World History Seminar: You Are What You Eat: A Global History of Food 
 Prof. J. Wadsworth 

The food we eat shapes, and is shaped by, our nationality, ethnicity, education, religion, health, gender, class, etc.  It represents our 
most intimate connection with the natural world and has been a key driver of global history.  We will explore this history from the 
beginning of human evolution to the development of the modern globalized megafood industry. 

 
20771 IND 357-A Special Topics in Interdisciplinary Studies: Big Questions and the Media  

Prof. B. Nielson 
"Big Questions and the Media" is a writing course that explores the dynamic interface of science & religion as it relates to 
contemporary issues. We’ll begin from the premise that all writing emerges within the context of a conversation, so we’ll start by 
examining the so-called “conflict thesis” vs. the “complexity thesis” to describe the relationship between science and religion. The 
course will focus on learning to write about “big questions” through essays, interviews, and articles that are meant for a wide 
audience.  Enduring moral questions will receive special attention.   
NOTE: This course is part of LC 203-A.  Students must take IND 357-A along with PHL 210-A, 20761 and LC 203-A, 20766. 

 
20655 PHL 266-A Topics in Philosophy:  Philosophy, Psychology, and Self-Knowledge 
 Prof. E. McGushin 

What does it mean to be mentally ill?  Why does speaking often have therapeutic effects?  What role does sexuality play in the 
formation of the personality?  In this course we will examine the dialogue between philosophers and psychologists who have tried to 
answer questions like these.  We will focus on the period from Sigmund Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams (1900) up to the present." 

 
20608 POL357-A Topics in Politics: Russia, the West & the Rest 
 Prof. A. Ohanyan 

Are the American hegemony and the liberal world order that it supported since WW2 in decline? In an era of post-American world, 
will Russian resurgence in post-Communist Eurasia and the Middle East fill the vacuum? The course examines competing theories and 
perspectives concerning Russian expansionist foreign policies in its peripheries. It focuses on the Russian involvement in regions of 
political turmoil with active and “frozen” conflicts such as Ukraine/Crimea, the Western Balkans, the South Caucasus, Central Asia and 
the Middle East/Syria. The course will investigate issues of democratic declines and authoritarian resurgence, oil politics and energy 
security, among others.  
NOTE: This three-week long course constitutes the integrative seminar for the LION program in Armenia. It includes "The Local Roots 
of Global Peace" conference in which students enrolled in the course have an opportunity to present.  

 
20719 REL 247-A Honors: Religious Approaches to Moral Issues: Authentic Personhood 
 Prof. P. DaPonte 

This course in theological anthropology examines the category of human personhood from the perspective of social Trinitarianism, 
focusing, in particular, on the view of the "imago Dei" understood in terms of radical relationality. It investigates the historical 
development of the notion of the person and critically analyzes the adequacy of various conceptions of the meaning of personhood 
throughout history. The course will consider the practice of theological reflection as a responsible option for living out the call to 
authentic personhood, as well as the field of public theology as an effort to provide resources for people making connections between 
their faith and the practical issues facing society. 

 NOTE: This is an Honors course. Non-honors students will require permission from the instructor to enroll. 
 
20198 VPS 320-A Topics in Art Therapy: Expressive and Studio Practice 

TBA Instructor 
Expressive and Studio Practice will explore a wide range of both visual and performative media including 2d art, music and 
movement.  Students are not required to have experience in any art discipline, but are expected to participate in all activities- 
whatever the approach. 

 
20197 VPS 327-A Topics in Painting: Landscape Painting 
 Prof. C. Walters 

The 2017 topic will look at the landscape as source material and explore techniques including acrylic paint.  Materials provided. 
 



    4/3/2017 

Page 3 of 3 
 

20216 VPT 331-A Topics in Theatre Arts I: Sculpture of Fashion 
 Prof. J. Halpert 

Students will achieve an understanding in pattern development and the subconscious meaning behind the architectural lines of a 
costume.  We will use draping as the technique to manipulate paper or fabric to sculpt a garment. Using both discussion and an 
exploration of the media of paper and fabric, students will develop an understanding of the form and function of each element of the 
female costume, with an emphasis on problem-solving skills, while exploring their personal aesthetic interpretation. To investigate 
details on fabrics, colors and textures, draping techniques will be augmented with historical research of period painters.  No sewing 
required.  No textbook required.  An additional fee of $25 will be charged to student's Fall 2017 tuition bill. 
NOTE: This course will run five Saturdays: 9/2, 9/9, 9/16, 9/23, 9/30. 


