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CRN #    Fall 2017 First-Year Seminar Course Descriptions 
  
These courses are only open to students who have not completed their First-Year Seminar Requirement. 
  
 
STANDARD LEVEL 
  
20016 AMS 112-A, FYS: Native Voices in American Culture      4 credits 
 Prof. A. Opitz 

More than Mascots! In this course we will analyze fiction, memoire, mainstream and independent film, folklore, photography, and 
popular culture artifacts to explore the role the American Indian has played in the American imagination and how Native artists and 
activists have responded to these images. Students will use methods from American Studies, and cultural and literary studies in 
understanding the complex shaping of cultural identity.  Open to First-Year Students only.   
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

  
20353 ANT 110-A, FYS: Families in Cross Cultural Perspective      4 credits  CANCELLED 
 TBA Instructor 

An examination of concepts of marriage and family as social institutions from a cross-cultural perspective. Drawing on both classic and 
contemporary essays as well as in-depth ethnographic studies of marriage and family in several different cultures, we will examine the 
way in which intimate relationships are construed in different societies.  Open to First-Year Students only.   
This course is the equivalent to ANT 230 Families in Cross Cultural Perspective and may be applied to the Gender & Sexuality Studies 
Program. 

  
20256 COM 110-A, FYS: Navigating Media Landscape      4 credits 
 Prof. A. Paradise 

This course will provide an overview of the history, structure, performance, content, effects, and future of mediated communication, 
including issues of media ownership, regulation, and media literacy. As a first-year writing-intensive seminar, students will engage in 
frequent writing assignments, rigorous analysis of texts, critical thinking, and information literacy.  Open to First-Year Students only.   
This course is the equivalent to COM 107 Mediated Communication. 

  
20855 CRM 111-A, FYS: At-Risk Families and Youths       4 credits 
 Prof. E. Jacoubs 

This course examines characteristics of the growing numbers of families and youths on the "fault line" of present-day society in 
the United States. Causes and solutions that have been proposed to understand, control, and redress problems of at-risk families 
and youths are discussed. Topics include social stratification, victimization, crime prevention, innovative school programs, and 
other social intervention programs. 
 
Students may not take both CRM 111 and CRM 432 - Seminar: At-Risk Families and Youths.  CRM 111 may not count as an 
advanced seminar in Criminology. 
 

20538 ECO 110-A, FYS: The Economics of eBay       4 credits 
20539 ECO 110-B, FYS: The Economics of eBay       4 credits 

Prof. H. Kazemi 
Why do some items sell for such ridiculously high prices at auctions of reputable establishments such as Christie’s, Bonham’s, Sotheby’s 
or even eBay? Has it ever occurred to you why the owners of a house listed for $1.5 million last year cannot get 1/3 of that price this 
year? In this class we will examine the way consumers and businesses think and behave as rational entities.  Open to First-Year Students 
only.   
Fulfills the Cornerstone Social Scientific Inquiry Requirement and is the equivalent to ECO 176 Microeconomic Principles. 

  
20573 ENG 110-A, FYS: Island Living/Island Leaving       4 credits 
 Prof. S. Cohen 

This seminar explores the literature of islands. This will be a semester-long inquiry into how the unique conditions of island living shape 
literature and culture. We will study texts about castaways, pirates, tourists, islanders, and adventurers in order to discern what makes 
stories about islands so compelling and enduring.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

  
 
 
 
 

https://stonehill.acalogadmin.com/preview/preview_course.php?courseoid=23101&catoid=12&preview#tt8671
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20770 ENG 126-A, FYS: Love & Other Difficulties       4 credits 
 Prof. J. Green 

What does it mean to desire something-or someone? What is the nature of the relationship between the enamored and the object of 
desire? In this course, we will explore love and desire as fundamental aspects of identity and self-awareness as well as central themes 
of literature across diverse cultures and historical periods.  Through readings in poetry, drama and fiction, we will examine desire in its 
many forms, from desire for friendship and familial connection to romantic and libidinal desire, to the desire for material goods and 
power.  Authors to be considered may include Plato, Ovid, Shakespeare, Keats, Brontë, Freud, Rilke, Joyce, Kafka, Nabokov, Wilde, 
Mann, Duras, Neruda, García Márquez, and Morrison.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

  
20769 ENG 127-A, FYS: The Art of Memory        4 credits 
 Prof. A. Brooks 

This course will be an interdisciplinary study of memory that encourages students to investigate both critically and creatively how 
different artists, writers, and filmmakers depict memory. We will discuss not only how it’s used in their work, but also how they 
represent the way it functions and how different approaches and mediums reveal or expose different aspects of experience. Artists, 
writers, filmmakers and composers we may explore include: Jonathan Caouette’s Tarnation, Chris Marker’s La Jetee, poet Marie Howe’s 
What the Living Do, Marcel Proust’s In Search of Lost Time, Joe Brainard’s I Remember, as well as various essays (by authors such as Joel 
Agee and bell hooks). We will also examine the artwork of Christian Boltanski, Felix Gonzalez-Torres, and Harry Dodge and Stanya Kahn, 
as well as composer William Basinski’s Disintegration Loops.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

  
20711 HIS 112-A, FYS: Women & Power in American History      4 credits 
 Prof. L. Brekke-Aloise 

This course focuses on women who challenged the gendered hierarchies of their eras.  We will examine a collection of women from the 
17th to the 20th centuries who developed new modes of exercising power in American public life and overturned longstanding ideas 
about the weakness and subordination of women.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 

  
20712 HIS 128-A, FYS: The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass     4 credits 

Prof. T. Gernes 
Frederick Douglass’ heroic journey from slavery to freedom in antebellum America illuminates–in lightning flashes–a nation riven by 
race, region, economy and differing conceptions of justice and morality. The course weaves literature, film, and primary materials, 
tracing Douglass’s complex life and times and introducing students to college-level historical inquiry.  Considered a United States 
History.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 
 

20758 HIS 133-A, FYS: Asian American History       4 credits 
Prof. K. Teoh 
Survey of Asian migration to and experiences in the United States from mid-nineteenth century to the present. Follows East, Southeast 
and Asian migrants through gold mines and sugar plantations, on the first transcontinental railroad and on agricultural frontiers, through 
struggles over citizenship and identity politics. Themes include immigration, race relations and multiculturalism in modern United States 
history.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 

  
20663 PHL 114-A, FYS: Our Bodies, Ourselves       4 credits 
 Prof. M. Mitchell 

This course explores some of the questions that are raised by recognizing that we are not just minds- we are embodied creatures.  How 
should we organize society to provide for our bodily needs?  Should we worry about the death of our bodies?  Are our minds and our 
bodies really different?  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 

  
20759 PHL 118-A, FYS: Questions of Culture and Value      4 credits 
 Prof. J. Velazquez 

Why do we enjoy sitcoms where the characters suffer social and romantic disasters: are we just cruel or is there some other explanation?  
Is morality something real or is power the only reality and morality just an illusion?  What kind of compassion is the best kind?  Why are 
flowers beautiful?  What's the hidden meaning of the marriage ceremony?  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 
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20760 PHL 121-A, FYS: Philosophy as Way of Life       4 credits 
 Prof. E. McGushin 

Philosophy is often taught as a theoretical discipline about abstract ideas and arguments. This course will emphasize how the ideas and 
insights of different philosophers May be applied to our daily lives and potentially change the way we live, helping us lead wiser, better 
and more authentic lives.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 

  
20612 POL 110-A, FYS: Power, Order, and Justice       4 credits 
 Prof. B. Scholz 

This course will explore the dilemmas facing all governments: on what principles should the political order be based? What is the nature 
of the just state? What determines citizenship, political authority, and power? What is the good life and how is it related to the political 
order and the satisfaction of justice?  Open to First-Year Students only.   
This course is the equivalent to POL 171 Power, Order, and Justice. 

  
20680 REL 112-A, FYS: Saints and Sinners in Church History      4 credits 
 Prof. R. Gribble, CSC 

Saints and sinners, much like victors and vanquished in war, are often determined by those who triumph in Church conflicts. This course 
will address several Church controversies throughout the 2000 years of its history, review the issues and debates that arose through 
the reading of primary and secondary sources, and who in the end were considered victors, saints, and the vanquished, sinners, in 
Church history.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 

  
20822 REL 113-A, FYS: Sacred Space From Mt. Sinai to Ground Zero     4 credits 
 Prof. M. Leith 

What makes a place “sacred”? Who decides whether a place is sacred? What do people do in sacred spaces? This seminar will 
examine the nature of sacred space in theory, history and practice with a focus on sacredness in Judaism, Christianity and Islam. In 
addition, the course will ask if “non-religious” places can be sacred. The course includes a fieldtrip to the 9/11 Memorial in New York 
City. 
Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 

 
20933 REL 126-A, FYS: Critique of Religion        4 credits 
 Prof. J. Miller 

This course is an introduction to the critical, academic study of religion. It will touch on both personal and broader societal issues that 
are involved in the contemporary study of religion. It will examine several of the most prominent modern critiques of religion, as well 
as the various responses to those critiques. Further, it will explore and ask students to reflect on the meaning of religion in today’s 
culturally diverse and religiously pluralistic world. Its objectives are to acquire a basic knowledge of some of the foundational theories 
of religion, to acquire a working understanding of various methodologies in the critical study of religion, to reflect on one’s own 
understanding and experience of religion, and to reflect on the role of religion in the contemporary world. 
Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 
 

20205 VPT 110-A, FYS: Theatre as Mystery, Myth and History      4 credits 
 TBA Instructor 

This course covers the development of theatre from its primitive beginnings through the major eras and countries until the year 1700. 
Theatre will be studied as a social and cultural institution, mirroring the civilization in which it thrives. Topics will include theatre as 
education, censorship, and understanding contemporary theatre from an historical perspective.  Open to First-Year students only.  Non-
First-Year students allowed with permission of instructor.  This course fulfills a requirement for a Theatre Arts minor.  
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 

 
 
CENTRIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
  
20624 WRI 110-A, FYS: Writing in New Media       4 credits 
 Prof. T. Asklar 

Let’s face it, writing in the 21st century is accomplished online. This course explores reading and writing across social media and other 
web spaces through genre study, cultural analysis, and real-world practice. Through posts, tweets, blogs, emails, and texts students will 
hone valuable skills necessary in the twenty-first century thought-place. Creating web-based resumes and professional avatars will also 
be discussed.  Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  This course provides enhanced writing support.   
Open to First-Year Students only. 
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20629 WRI 110-B, FYS: Writing in New Media       4 credits 
20738 WRI 110-C, FYS: Writing in New Media       4 credits 

Prof. A. Brecke 
Let’s face it, writing in the 21st century is accomplished online. This course explores reading and writing across social media and other 
web spaces through genre study, cultural analysis, and real-world practice. Through posts, tweets, blogs, emails, and texts students will 
hone valuable skills necessary in the twenty-first century thought-place. Creating web-based resumes and professional avatars will also 
be discussed.  Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  This course provides enhanced writing support.   
Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
20626 WRI 111-A, FYS: The Supernatural in Contemporary Pop Culture     4 credits 
20627 WRI 111-B, FYS: The Supernatural in Contemporary Pop Culture     4 credits 

Prof. S. Morris 
We live in a world haunted by the fantastic. Vampires, werewolves, witches, fairies, ghosts, and even caped crusaders invade our 
everyday lives through entertainment media and advertising. This course will look at how these familiar creatures evolved and what 
they can teach us about history, culture, and ourselves.  This course provides enhanced writing support.   
Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20739 WRI 111-C, FYS: The Supernatural in Contemporary Pop Culture     4 credits 
 Prof. H. Sadler 

We live in a world haunted by the fantastic. Vampires, werewolves, witches, fairies, ghosts, and even caped crusaders invade our 
everyday lives through entertainment media and advertising. This course will look at how these familiar creatures evolved and what 
they can teach us about history, culture, and ourselves.  This course provides enhanced writing support.   
Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20639 WRI 241-A, FYS: The Art of the Essay        4 credits  CANCELLED 
 Prof. J. Lee 

In this workshop-based course students will sharpen their writing skills in a rigorous yet supportive workshop setting; explore the 
flexibility and versatility of the essay form in a variety of rhetorical contexts; and prepare a final portfolio of revised writing that 
demonstrates mastery of the essay form.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20641 WRI 299-A, FYS: Topics in Writing: Comics and Popular Culture     4 credits 
 Prof. G. Scala 

This First-Year Seminar aims to consider the link between comic books and culture. We will explore the interplay between words and 
images and ways of storytelling as starting points for writing and inquiry. Part history, part creative workshop, and part cultural studies, 
students in this course will examine the aesthetic, cultural, and social dimensions of this popular and engaging genre.  Open to First-
Year Students only. 

  
20642 WRI 299-B, FYS: Topics in Writing: Finding Your Path      4 credits 
 Prof. S. Smith 

Offers students the opportunity to explore individual career aspirations in a small-class format. Emphasis on writing, discussion, critical 
thinking, and reflection on the choices we make when considering potential career paths. This course provides enhanced writing 
support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
  

20643 WRI 299-C, FYS: Topics in Writing: Representing Young Adulthood    4 credits 
 Prof.  M. Freitas 

This First-Year Seminar explores the growing authority of young people by focusing works that examine the challenging social, 
emotional, and intellectual problems they face as they come of age. Through a series of creative and analytic assignments that foster 
writing and critical thinking, students will encounter new and familiar works such as Coraline, The Perks of Being a Wallflower, 
Persepolis, and The Company of Wolves.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
 

20644 WRI 299-D, FYS: Topics in Writing: Music Culture Critique     4 credits 
 Prof.  M. Santos 

Music has been used to protest specific ideologies, protest political policies; it has been used as a voice for the voiceless; it has been 
used as a way to unite those who have been marginalized. This course will focus primarily on music that has been used in this way. 
This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
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20645 WRI 299-E, FYS: Topics in Writing: Games Thinkers Play     4 credits 
20646 WRI 299-F, FYS: Topics in Writing: Games Thinkers Play     4 credits 

Prof.  S. Connor 
Begin a journey into discovery. This class will focus on the interconnected nature of the world we live in. Together we will research the 
origins of many of our most important cultural concepts, delve into deep discussions, and write about the understanding and expanded 
horizons our learning has fostered. This course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20647 WRI 299-G, FYS: Topics in Writing: Time Travel in Popular Culture    4 credits 
 Prof.  G. Scala 

If there is one thing that we cannot control, it is time…yet, our literary and cinematic counterparts never cease trying—and this leaves 
us simultaneously perplexed and astonished.  In this First-Year Seminar, we will consider the potential scientific, philosophical, and 

religious aspects and ramifications of time travel and examine the ways in which this theme manifests itself in popular culture.  This 

course provides enhanced writing support.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
 
20938 WRI 299-H, FYS: Stranger Than Fiction: Myth, Reality, and Conspiracy in American Popular Culture 
 Prof. C. Miller 

We think we know the truth about the people, places, and events of the present and past. But what if we don’t?  Popular culture 
invites us to imagine and then write about those hidden secrets, dark forces, and intricate conspiracies that lie beneath the surface of 
everyday life, challenging our knowledge of the world and asking us to think critically about why and how that knowledge is created. 

 
 
BASIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
  
20625 WRI 141-A, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
 Prof. J. Chichetto, CSC 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20630 WRI 141-B, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
20634 WRI 141-E, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
 Prof. J. Kim 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20748 WRI 141-C, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
 Prof. M. Santos 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20632 WRI 141-D, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits  CANCELLED 
 Prof. J. Lee 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20635 WRI 141-F, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
 Prof. B. Troupe 

This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 
and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 
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20636 WRI 141-G, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
 Prof. M. Freitas 

This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 
and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 

  
20638 WRI 141-H, FYS: Introduction to College Writing      4 credits 
 Prof. S. Smith 

This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 
and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 


