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If your project involves human subjects,
have you discussed your project with the
Director of Academic Development?

Not applicable

If your project involves community-based
learning, have you discussed your project
with the Director of CBL?

Yes

Project Proposal (500-750 words) -- Please include a 1) title, 2) a project description, 3) a discussion of the
benefit to the Stonehill community, and 4) your "community outreach plan"). See full requirements at:
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/ctl/grants/grant-application-guidelines/.

15 Rounds of History: Politics, Culture & Place in the City of Champions

Known as the City of Champions, Brockton tells a classic American story of urban triumph, decline, and hope. In this
course, we examine how local economic, political and cultural dynamics converged with national and global
transformations—from industrial growth and immigrant journeys to contemporary postindustrial struggles and new
demographics—to create an American urban story. While we focus initially on the history of Brockton within the context
of national and international urban change, the course will also investigate how history is used and contested in the
present and remains alive in the region’s and the peoples’ struggle to revitalize the city and create a new urban identity.
Thus, final projects will include students’ own research projects on various historical sites and the study of how such
work might inform the future of the city’s changing stories.

We would be using the innovation grant to cover cost of transportation and producing specialized maps for THREE new
local history tours. The faculty member co-teaching this LC is local historian, Willie Wilson, who has been conducting
tours of Brockton for faculty and students since 2009. However, this particular course calls on some very specialized
tours looking at 1) immigrant histories and culture; 2) history of industry and labor; and 3) downtown planning and
urban development. Each tour will require transportation. The instructors also hope to develop new tour maps that will
facilitate the faculty's major themes. We also hope to produce those maps for use city-wide. 

Students final project will entail their own construction of a brochure for each site of local history they hope to research
and promote as part of a "15 rounds of history" tour. Thus we will also be looking to print 15 new local history
brochures. And again, we hope to make these available city-wide.

We believe this course will produce materials (tours and brochures) that may be used in a variety of courses that may
make use of local history and development projects, local economic development and service or research related
projects, etc. We expect to initiate versions of this tour to faculty during orientation and via our website, as well as
through the CBL summer institute and the center for teaching and learning website.

Budget (detail how you will use the funds
requested)

three bus tours--3@$200/each = $600
brochures for 3 tours-50@$5/each= $250
brochures for 15 rounds- $150@$1/each=$150



Bibliography (required for SOTL Research
Grant)

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed as an attachment to Patricia Neagle (pneagle@stonehill.edu)

15 Rounds of History: Politics, Culture & Place in the City of Champions
Known as the City of Champions, Brockton tells a classic American story of urban triumph, decline, and hope. In this
course, we examine how local economic, political and cultural dynamics converged with national and global
transformations—from industrial growth and immigrant journeys to contemporary postindustrial struggles and new
demographics—to create an American urban story. While we focus initially on the history of Brockton within the context
of national and international urban change, the course will also investigate how history is used and contested in the
present and remains alive in the region’s and the peoples’ struggle to revitalize the city and create a new urban identity.
Thus, final projects will include students’ own research projects on various historical sites and the study of how such
work might inform the future of the city’s changing stories.
Texts: 
1. Lisa Boehm and Steven Corey, The American Urban Reader: History and Theory (New York: Taylor & Francis, 2010)
2. Jon Teaford: The Metropolitan Revolution: The Rise of Post-Urban America (New York: Columbia University Press,
2006)
Evaluation: Students will be evaluated on 4 major products:
1. A journal of reading responses: students will be asked to keep a weekly journal and write at least 3-5 pages a week
on the readings for the class. They can focus on one specific reading or on an overview of all of the readings, but they
must move from summary to analysis. (25%)
2. A take home midterm: Essay questions and one week to complete. Students will be given essay questions to
complete within a week. (25%)
3. A journal of research: Each group/individual project will require each student keeping a journal of research in
archives, site visits, tours, etc. We will review details on the first day. (20%)
4. Final research project: To be explained in depth in class, but it will involve archival and ethnographic research on
various selected sites (student choice preferred) in Brockton. (30%)
Week 1. Introductions and Orientation—This week we will get to know each other and discuss some of the past and
current events in Brockton, Massachusetts. We will also see a short film on Brockton’s History. 
Week 2. Thinking About the American City—This week will be an introduction to interdisciplinary studies of Urban
America. These theoretical, historical and sociological articles will give students a foundation and context to begin
thinking about the actual history and evolution of U.S. cities, as well as the analytical tools to consider the politics of
place and space. 
Readings from: 
a) Lisa Boehm and Steven Corey, "Examining the American Urban Landscape," The American Urban Reader: History and
Theory (New York: Taylor & Francis, 2010); 
b) Joe Trotter, et. al, :Connecting African American Urban History, Social Science Research, and Policy Debates, in The
African American Urban Experience: Perspectives from the Colonial Period to the Present (New York: Palmgrave
MacMillian, 2004); 
c) Bruce Weston, “Immigrant City” in Bread and Roses (New York: Penguin Books, 2012);
d) Delores Hayden, “The Sense of Place and the Politics of Space.” In The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public
History (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1997) 
Week 3. Orientation to Brockton—This week begins with a bus tour of Brockton and an introduction to its historical
origins and evolution over time and space.
Readings from: 
a) Bradford Kingman’s, History of Brockton, Plymouth County, Massachusetts, 1656-1894; selections from historical
works.

Week 4. Walking Tour of downtown—This week we will take a walking tour of downtown Brockton focusing on the 15
sites and major historical sites in downtown Brockton. We will also look at the Youth Visions in We will discuss the role
of history and the meanings of downtowns in American Urban history.



Readings from:
a) James Benson, The Swedes of Greater Brockton (Arcadia Press, 2001); Brockton (Arcadia Press, 2010)Brockton
Revisited (Arcadia Press, 2012); Postcard History Series: Brockton(Arcadia Press, 2013)
b) Larry Ford, “The Downtown Imperative,” from America’s New Downtowns, (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
2003). 
c) Selections from Boehm and Corey
Week 5. Brockton Urban History Issues and Themes 1: Immigration and Labor—Charlie King
This week we will host Charlie King who does a singing lecture on Sacco and Vanzetti and labor during the period of
post WWI industrialization and immigration in New England. 
Readings From:
a) Letters of Sacco and Vanzetti (Penguin Classics, 2007). 
b) Selections from Boehm and Corey

Week 6. Brockton Urban History Issues and Themes 2: From Immigrant City to American City
This week we will look at the forces at work in assimilating 20th Century immigrants and the rise of the Post-WWll City.
Mass Commercialism and popular culture will be examined, as well as the ways in which the urban gave way to the
suburban and why?
Readings From: 
a) The Metropolitan Revolution, by Jon Teaford (introduction)
b) Selection from Time Passages, by George Lipsitz
c) Selections from Boehm and Corey

Week 7. Brockton Urban History Issues and Themes 3: Planning and Politics in the New American City
This week the class takes up the rise of urban public planning and how urban renewal and other planning programs
impacted Brockton and its environs. 
Readings from:
a) Selections from Boehm and Corey
b) Selections from Teaford
c) Selection from Carlo Rotella, Good with their Hands
d) Various planning documents from Brockton’s history

There will be a take home midterm given out at the end of class so we will dedicate some time to a review of the
materials so far. The Midterm will be due the following week.
Week 8. Brockton Urban History Issues & Themes 4: Youth, Culture, Politics and Identity in Urban Life
This week we study how urban spaces have always offered youth opportunities to inscribe the geographical landscape
with aspects of youth culture and identity. We will look particularly at current youth culture and contemporary youth
practices are performed and influence local spaces.
Readings from:
Boehm and Corey, selected video clips 
Week 9: Rebuilding a City for the 21st Century: What Next, Brockton?
This week we finish up studying the city and prepare to bolster our research work in the field. But we will start to create
a framework for the research that involves the importance of history for the present and for building a future. What do
we learn about contemporary life through the kinds of investigations we have undertaken and how does that inform
different theories for change? 
Readings from:
a) Selections from Boehm and Corey
b) Selections from Teaford
Weeks 10-12: Field Work and group/individual meetings. Class workshops.
During this period, students will send most of their time in the field, but we will meet with individuals and groups to


