
11/3/2014 Wufoo · Entry Manager

https://stonehillctl.wufoo.com/entries/instructional-development-grant-application-form/ 1/2

#249Instructional Development Grant Application Form

Name Scott  Cohen

Email scohen@stonehill.edu

Department English

Which grant are you applying for? Classroom Innovation Grant

Amount requested $1000

If your project involves human subjects,
have you discussed your project with the
Director of Academic Development?

Not applicable

Project Proposal (500-750 words) -- Please include a 1) title, 2) a project description, 3) a discussion of the
benefit to the Stonehill community, and 4) your "community outreach plan"). See full requirements at:
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/ctl/grants/grant-application-guidelines/.

Title: How to Read Everything, Building Students' Interdisciplinary Vocabulary

Description:

Our English majors are good readers of texts.

The more courses they take, the closer they come to being adept interpreters of language. During their time at
the College, they gain the skills and confidence to ride the rhythm of a poem, trace tropes through a play, and
navigate the contours of a narrative. The English curriculum is designed to build students’ capacity to be
thoughtful and careful close readers of texts during the first two years of the program. Students then apply
these skills to an increasingly wider range of literary history while they also grapple with more abstract literary
theoretical approaches literature and culture.

Although our student are able to apply their close reading skills to all sorts of texts, we do not have a curricular
mechanism to build on our students’ close reading skills in a cross-disciplinary context. For instance while our
students can find their way around almost any work of poetry or fiction, they might not have the critical
vocabulary to leverage their reading skills when approaching a landscape painting, a dance performance, or a
photograph. 

With the help of a Classroom Innovation Grant, I would like to expand the breadth of English majors’
understanding of inquiry in the humanities by offering a lecture and discussion series entitled, “How to Read
Everything.” 

“How to Read Everything” would resemble an interdisciplinary “boot camp,” providing students with a broad
understanding of inquiry in the humanities by introducing them to many of the keywords scholars use when
analyzing artifacts in disciplines beyond literature. By enlarging students’ critical vocabulary beyond the major,
the series will help students better understand how to approach aesthetic productions in four different
disciplines, likely including architecture, visual arts (sculpture, painting, and/or photography), music, dance, and
film. Two weeks would be dedicated to each broadly defined discipline. Each unit would be centered on a 75
minute session with a guest lecturer and preceded the week before by a discussion session addressing relevant
readings. 
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For instance, one week we might read excerpts from Emily Cole’s _The Grammar of Architecture_ and an article
about the features and history of the Peterhof Palace in preparation for the following week’s lecture about Palace
of Versailles by a visiting architect. For the unit on music we might read a chapter from Roger Kamien’s _Music:
An Appreciation_ in advance of a visit from a musicologist who would walk us through a popular music
composition. 

A Classroom Innovation Grant would make it possible to offer each visiting expert a small honorarium for
her/his participation in the lecture session and advice for the preceding discussion session. I am envisioning this
grant as start-up funds for an initiative that might become part of the English major or part of emerging
interdisciplinary programs and initiatives at the College. Ideally, this series might be expanded to become a
credit-bearing experience for our English majors. Ideally “How to Read Everything” would run parallel to
“ENG200: Introduction to Literary Studies” where our majors develop their skills as close and careful readers of
poetry, fiction, and drama. If this initial offering is successful, a future version might be built into ENG200 as a
fourth credit hour or as an autonomous course open to all students.

This elementary introduction to these modes of critical analysis would be framed as just that: a brief elementary
overview of how different fields of study might approach their objects of inquiry. Not only would this build
students’ basic capacity for “reading” non-literary “texts,” but it would no doubt spark interest in cross-
disciplinary inquiry. Ideally this lecture series would also give students a sense of what other courses they might
want to take outside the major in the future.

Logistics: For the spring, I anticipate the initiative would work like this:

• Eight 75 minute meetings, from Week 2 to Week 10 of the semester.
• Four disciplinary units, likely including architecture, music, visual arts, and dance.
• Four visiting disciplinary experts, drawing on faculty expertise at the College whenever possible.
• Scheduling will likely be a challenge but perhaps there are ways to build creative solutions using the activity
period and creating podcasts for the lectures if some students have a conflict.
• Enrollment would be limited to 20 students, with priority given to students currently enrolled in ENG200.
• Student participation would be recorded as a Pass/Fail 2-credit course; perhaps they could register for
ENG496 “Independent Research” or another course rubric could be used. Naturally, this would require a
conversation with the Registrar.

Community Outreach Plan: I am open to any opportunities to discuss the progress of the proposed initiative. I
would also welcome student and faculty experts to participate in the project.

Budget (detail how you will use the funds
requested) Four $250 honoraria for visiting/guest experts.

Bibliography (required for SOTL Research
Grant)

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed
as an attachment to Stephanie DesRosiers
(sdesrosiers@stonehill.edu)
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