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Project Title Designing and Developing Research Project Proposals

Project Proposal (250-500 words): FLPP provides an opportunity to partner with a librarian to enhance students'
research and information literacy skills. How do you envision the librarian interacting with your students? This
might include individual consultations, small group research sessions, elearn support, etc.

This course satisfies both the WID and Quantitative Reasoning requirements. Students work the entire semester on
developing a refined research proposal, which includes: the statement of a clear and feasible research question; a
review of relevant literature and discussion of how the research project relates to this literature; identification and
preliminary analysis of data to answer the research question; and explanation of methodology(ies) and theory(ies) to be
used to analyze and interpret the data. 

I would like to work with reference librarians in several stages. First, I would like students to meet in small groups (cafe
style) to learn about library resources and how to use these resources in order to identify scholarly research and narrow
research questions into feasible research projects. Very often students do not understand the meaning of a “feasible
research project.” 

Next, as students narrow their research questions, I would like to see students meet either individually or in small
groups with reference librarians to explore how to identify primary and secondary resources related to their particular
research projects. 

Last, I would like students to work individually with a reference librarian in order to continue to understand the
literature they have been reviewing and discussing in order to refine their research questions and anchor their research
questions more squarely in the literature. This last stage is perhaps the most complex and most important aspect of the
partnership with the library because students often misunderstand the meaning of a "literature review." I would
especially like to work with reference librarians to help students understand how to craft, revise and use the literature
review as a tool to help students narrow their own research questions into important and feasible research projects.

Course Description/Syllabus

Course Description: This course introduces students to some of the central methodological and theoretical tools in
political science and to help students to develop skills in the application of some of these tools. As we explore some of
the central concepts and analytical approaches in political science, students will design their own research projects and
write a literature review for that research project. In designing the research proposal, students will have to consider the
strengths and weaknesses of different methodological and theoretical approaches for conducting research into their
particular research questions. The course surveys some qualitative and quantitative political science methods. The
course satisfies Stonehill College’s General Education Statistical Reasoning requirement; there is a five week workshop
during which students work with Excel to generate statistics and analyze their findings. The ultimate goal of this course
is to help students learn how to design a feasible research project.



Course Objectives: The objectives of this course are broadly: 1) to help students develop an understanding of how to
design a research project; and 2) to develop a basic understanding of different methodological and theoretical
approaches in political science. Political science (and the social sciences in general) is a vast discipline with many
different methodologies and theories (or “tools”) to study different kinds of political phenomena. This course engages
in discussion in only some of these debates, but the course’s more fundamental goal is to help students learn to
recognize these debates in order for students to be able to become better students and scholars as they engage in their
own research. 
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