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The Great Migration: Using a journalistic approach in the classroom to teach diversity

Project Description: 
Students in JRN101 Advanced News Writing and Reporting (also a Writing in the Discipline course) in the Spring of 2015
will interview elders from the Messiah Baptist Church on Legion Parkway in Brockton who came North during the “Great
Migration” from the South. Students will write feature articles about the elders experiences in the South, why they
decided to leave and what issues – if any – they faced in their new communities. In addition, the students will look
examine the role churches played in settling into a new city, how the Greater Brockton community reacted to the new
“migrants” and how the movement changed both the South and the communities they now call home.
The students will be writing at least two stories for this project (in addition to other coursework to be posted online,
together with associated videos. Students will also shoot videos with (hopefully) iPads for stories. The elders will also be
interviewed in the Stonehill studio for a formal video to be used with the feature stories and posted online. All of the
elders will sign a release form as part of the project. 
Students will first meet the elders at the church for a preliminary session where coffee, pastry and fruit can be served.
This meeting will need to be coordinated carefully to accommodate student-athletes and their schedules.
The project does not need IRB approval. 

How does it benefit the Stonehill students and community? 
How can students from predominately suburban white, middle to upper class backgrounds better understand issues of
race and the struggles of American Blacks to achieve equality in the country? The best way may be to make it personal.
That’s what I hope to do in this course where students will examine the experiences of African-American elders in the
Greater Brockton area who migrated from the South during what is loosely termed the Great Migration. That term is
used to describe the period between 1915 and the early 1970s when an estimated six million persons of color left the
South for the industrialized areas of the North and West what they believed would be a better life.
For many Stonehill students, the “inner city experience” means helping under privileged – and often minority – youths.
What is lost is the rich history, and struggles, of African Americans who not so long ago fled segregation, lynch mobs,
and a climate foreign to some students who have come from suburban and affluent communities.
Learning about the not-so-distant past through the eyes of some of the most prominent members of the church
community will hopefully give students a new appreciation of what people fought for during the Civil Rights Movement
and what diversity really means.
Community Outreach plan:
I have had preliminary discussions with the church pastor and another member of the church about the project. Both



pledged full support. Additional discussions will continue through the year to firm up details to guarantee as best we
can that the project will run smoothly.
The stories and videos will be posted online through a specially created Wordpress site to allow community access.
Copies of the videos will be given to the church, participants in the project, the public library and the Brockton School
Department.
We can invite participants to an “unveiling” celebration here once it is done.
Future projects:
This can serve as the blueprint for future projects and partnerships to explore race, religion and its historic context.
Projects can include: “God Street: Religion on Main Street, Brockton” and “New life in old churches: when churches are
sold, changing the name but keeping the spirit alive.”
The format can be used in other courses where a digital storytelling approach can augment learning. 

Budget (detail how you will use the funds requested)

Budget: estimated total cost: $760- $1,470 ; Amount requested: $400
I hope to keep the costs down as low as possible through alternate transportation means. The $1,470 is on the high
side of the budget in case everything else falls through. 
To augment the project, I also plan to apply to the CBL Summer Institute for help. If that is approved, the student-
partner would be someone who could handle some of the IT studio needs for the project.
I spoke with to Liza Talusan, director of Intercultural Affairs, who said her office could cover roughly half of the cost if
needed.
Transportation: 
One day, round trip: Van to bring students to the site for preliminary interview if they don’t have their own
transportation: $160 one round trip for seven passenger van. (Bristol Transportation, North Easton). This amount can
be eliminated if students have their own transportation or the campus van can be used.
Two days, round trip: handicapped accessible van to bring participants to the Stonehill studio for formal interviews –
estimated cost $95/hour with a four hour minimum (Bristol Coach Limousine) - $760 total for two days
Note: estimates as of April 2014 from two local businesses. 
Food: $500
1. Coffee, juice, water sandwich platter, water for “meet and greet” preliminary interview at church. $100
2. Coffee, juice, water, snacks for formal interviews $100
3. Coffee, juice, food platter for “unveiling” of the project, wrap up of experiences: $300
Technology costs: $50
1. CD copies of videos/covers for the CDs: $50
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