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#35Teaching and Learning Strategies Seminar

Name Maureen  Boyle

Email mboyle@stonehill.edu

Department Communication

Typically, participants are awarded a
course release in order to make time for
their participation in the seminar.
However, in select cases, we will consider
awarding a stipend instead of a course
release if the applicant's department can't
cover the course release. 

Please indicate whether you will be
requesting a course release or stipend if
you're chosen to participate in the
seminar:

Stipend

Has your chair sent an email to the
Director of the CTL indicating his or her
support of your application and
willingness to find coverage for your
course reduction (if you are requesting
one)?

No

In which semester would you prefer to
participate in the seminar?

Fall

Project Title Balancing words and widgets: how to perfect both student writing
and digital skills

Project Proposal (500-750 words, including a rationale, project description, a discussion of the benefit to the
Stonehill community, and your "community outreach plan") -- see full requirements on the CTL website.

Project/Question

How can you create that perfect balance between high quality writing and development of the proper technology
skills now needed in the journalism, public relations and communication fields? Does the technology sometimes
overwhelm (and overpower) the other? How can you keep students who may be technology-challenged from
becoming frustrated? 
There is a growing group in the journalism field pushing reporters, editors and
communication/journalism/public relations students to learn computer code, video editing, photographer,
videography, audio recording and editing and website design in addition to developing high quality writing
skills. Can that type of multi-leveled program be developed in the classroom at a small, liberal arts college? Can
it be crammed into a single class? Should that be developed? Can it be done without a high price tag? Is good
reporting and writing skills being sacrificed to technology? Is it a question of either/or? 
Professors in programs at other, larger colleges and universities (based on comments on a AEJMC listserv) are
asking similar questions and are seeing more students with poor writing skills. In 2012, the Huffington Post,
quoting the National Assessment of Educational Progress’s computer based writing assessment, reported only a
quarter of eighth and 12th graders were proficient in writing. 
The question I have been struggling with is: how can technology skills seamlessly be integrated in the classroom
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without sacrificing writing, analysis and research skills? 

Benefit

Ideally, technology should a simple tool used by students to augment learning. It should not be a “one or the
other” experience. However, I’m finding students who are proficient in video, photographer and video editing
skills are lacking in the writing skills while those who can write well don’t have the “eye” for digital storytelling
(or are afraid of the technology). Both skills are crucial in the journalism and communication field today. By
melding the learning of those skills in one classroom, hopefully students strong in one area will become more
confident in their ability to work in the other.

Community outreach

The project could be shared with other members of the Stonehill community in a series of seminars, during
Academic Development Day or through other faculty enrichment programs. I would also envision this could be
developed into an article for the AEJMC’s Small Program Interest Group journal, Teaching Journalism and Mass
Communication

Readings

Readings would include past and current research in AEJMC journals, including Journalism & Mass
Communication Quarterly, as well as a wide range of articles in Columbia Journalism Review, American
Journalism Review, Society of Professional Journalists magazine Quill and other publications.

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed
as an attachment to Stephanie DesRosiers
(sdesrosiers@stonehill.edu)
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