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Overview 
iPad gives you countless ways to create interactive, immersive, and engaging lessons for every learner. You can bring your  
lessons to life with educational apps, interactive books on every subject, speeches, virtual tours, and videos from experts  
and institutions around the world.  

Much of this great content has been organized into collections to help you explore and find just what you need for your  
students and your lessons. You’ll find content and collections in four main places: the App Store, the iBooks Store, iTunes U,  
and the iTunes Store. And you can find it all using either an iPad or a Mac. 

At the end of this guide are two sample lessons—one on Romeo and Juliet and the other on the immune system. Use these 
lessons on two very different topics for inspiration to find materials you can use with iPad in your own lessons. 

Find Great Content 

You can search for specific content to use on iPad—on any topic, in any of the stores—from either an iPad or Mac.  
No matter which device you use, here’s what you’ll find: 

App Store. iPad apps, organized by categories that range from education to business and weather. 

iBooks. Books and textbooks, many created specifically for iPad. 

iTunes U. Educational content from top schools and prominent institutions. 

iTunes. Music, movies, television shows, and more. 

Search from your iPad  
On an iPad, each of the stores has its own app. You’ll need to search for content related to your topic in the appropriate app.  
Look for these icons on your iPad:  

        App Store. Choose from hundreds of thousands of apps made just for iPad.  

        iBooks. Find everything from the classics to interactive textbooks.  

        iTunes U. Browse free learning resources, like lectures and courses from education institutions, museums, and more. 

        iTunes. Discover movies, music, TV shows, podcasts, and documentaries. 

!
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Search from your Mac  
Open iTunes on your Mac to start your search. Type a topic in the Search field. iTunes displays results for all types of content 
related to your topic—apps, books, course materials, movies, and more—making it easy to choose from a variety of content types. 
To narrow your search to a specific type of content, click a category—iPad Apps, iTunes U, Books, Podcasts, and so on—at the right. 

Getting the most from your search 
Once you select an item you find interesting, click the Details, Ratings and Reviews, and Related tabs to learn more: !!!!!!!!
 !!!!
• Details: Gives you a full description of the item. 

• Ratings and Reviews: Tells you what others think of the content or app. 

• Related: Shows you similar or related items, other content from that provider or developer, items others bought, and more. !
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Find Great Content 
App Store 

The App Store is the perfect place to find apps for iPad that make learning interactive and fun. You’ll find more than 75,000 
education apps—designed especially for iPad—that cover a wide range of subjects for every grade level and learning style. 
Let students explore the elements, visit ancient lands, travel the cosmos. Or discover study aids and drawing apps that  
encourage creativity. 

We’ve made it easy for you to find the right apps for every student and class by creating collections—curated apps organized  
by both subject and grade level—that are sure to get your students engaged. For example, the Apps for Teachers collection is 
designed to help you get organized and discover new approaches to teaching. The Apps for Every Grade collection makes it  
easy to find apps that are just right for the students and topics you teach. And the Special Education collection has apps for  
every need—from sign language and communication to life skills. 

Getting the most from your search 

• Let collections do the work for you. The home page of the Education category features collections containing handpicked  
apps that are organized by both subject and grade level. 

• Explore app features to add depth. A protractor app lets students create and measure different angles. But it might also have  
a camera feature that lets them take photos of their environment and then measure angles within the photo. 

• Combine apps. Students might use a drawing app to create a masterpiece and then upload it to a blog creation app—all as 
part of a writing assignment. 

• Look beyond subject-specific searches. Apps outside your primary subject area can help bring context to a topic. In a literature 
lesson, for example, a map app might help students better understand the setting in a book. 

• Expand your search beyond the App Store. You might find a video in iTunes that enhances or supplements the content  
in an app. Or perhaps an interactive book in iBooks can provide just the right activities for your students. !!
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Education collections you might want  
to explore: 
• Education Collections 
• Apps for Every Grade 
• Special Education 
• Apps for Teachers 
• Teacher’s Starter Kit

To get to the App Store on your Mac, open 
iTunes and click App Store at the top of the 
screen. Use the pull-down menu on the right 
to get to the Education category. 

On iPad, tap the App Store app on the Home 
screen. To get to Education category, tap More 
at the top of the screen, then tap Education.

https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewRoom?fcId=552094704&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?fcId=664694610
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=399470369
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=444204165
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewFeature?id=850547545&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewRoom?fcId=552094704&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?fcId=664694610
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=399470369
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=444204165
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewFeature?id=850547545&mt=8


iBooks 

iBooks has a vast selection of books, from children’s books to classic novels and biographies. And many of them are free. You  
can also find curated collections, like standards-aligned books and Common Core edition textbooks. 

iBooks also contains hundreds of textbooks from top publishers like Pearson Education, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, and  
McGraw-Hill Education. Many are made specifically for iBooks, taking full advantage of the interactive capabilities of iPad. In  
iBooks, you’ll find choices for dramatic texts that come to life using narration, guided videos, and quizzes—features that can  
help deepen understanding.  

Getting the most from your search 

• Get the details. Publisher descriptions and information will help you determine whether a book is right for your class. 
Screenshots give you an idea of the book’s visual elements. 

• Try before you buy. You can download a free sample of any book. 

• Look for the “Made for iBooks” badge. When you see this badge, you’ll know these books are made for iPad. Many are filled  
with 3D images, video, and interactive diagrams, galleries, maps, and more. Some are even created by teachers.  

• Browse the Textbooks and Education categories. Here you’ll find collections of books grouped by subject, from humanities  
to physical sciences.  

• Explore beyond Education and Textbooks. You may find books relevant to your topic in the Professional & Technical category, 
for example.  

• Find out what’s popular. Look for the Top Paid and Top Free lists of books on the right of your screen. 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Education categories and collections you 
might want to explore: 

• Textbooks 
• Common Core Text Exemplars 
• Reference 
• Required Reading 
• Biographies and Memoirs

To browse iBooks, open the iBooks app on 
your Mac and click iBooks Store. Or you can 
open iTunes and click Books at the top of your 
screen. Use the pull-down menu on the right 
to get to the Education and Textbooks 
categories. 

On iPad, tap the iBooks app on your Home 
screen. Tap More at the top of the screen,  
then scroll down to find the Education and 
Textbooks categories.

https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewGrouping?cc=us&id=132345&mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=624336494
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=711824982
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=571800642
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=689569240
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewGrouping?cc=us&id=132345&mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=624336494
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=711824982
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=571800642
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=689569240


iTunes U 

iTunes U is a destination within iTunes dedicated to great educational content from renowned institutions worldwide. It features 
more than 750,000 free lectures, videos, audio content, and more from both K–12 and higher education institutions, as well as from 
professional institutions like museums and the Library of Congress. Supplement your existing materials, bring in a guest lecturer, 
or offer a new perspective. Whatever you’re teaching, you can easily find content to help students gain a deeper understanding of 
your topic. 

The iTunes U catalog is also an amazing repository of more than 5,000 iTunes U courses published by teachers, instructors, and 
professors from around the world. You can explore how other teachers are teaching with iPad, and browse their syllabi, lessons, 
and course materials for inspiration. Or sign up for a course and see firsthand the materials they’re using. 

Getting the most from your search 

• Cast a broad net. You might expand your search terms to include dates, locations, and topics that relate to your lesson.  

• See what others are browsing. Look at the “Viewers Also Subscribed To” feature included in some content to find similar items. 
Or scan the Top Collections and Top Courses lists. 

• Take advantage of higher education. The Universities & Colleges Quick Link gives you a list of lectures and materials from 
providers such as MIT, Stanford, the University of Oxford, The Open University, and hundreds more. 

• Go off campus. iTunes U also includes a vast collection of educational content from professional institutions. Use the Beyond 
Campus Quick Link to explore content collections from museums, libraries, public broadcasting stations, and more.  

• Visit primary and secondary schools. The K–12 Quick Link takes you to a vast collection of content from hundreds of primary 
and secondary institutions worldwide. 

• Get more information. From your Mac, click the “i” icon        in series lists to see data like release date, length, and a description.  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Popular collections you might want to 
explore: 
• High School Core Curriculum  
• STEM Education 
• Black History Month 
• Hidden Treasures at the Library of Congress 
• Exploring the Past (National Geographic) 
• Periodic Table of Videos (University of 

Nottingham) 
• Digital Storytelling (KQED)

To get to iTunes U on your Mac, open iTunes  
and click iTunes U at the top of your screen. 

On iPad, open the App Store app, and 
download the free iTunes U app.* If you  
already have iTunes U on your iPad, tap  
the icon to open it.

https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=646819568
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=421972407
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/black-history-month-sd/id413648465?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/hidden-treasures-at-library/id391498646?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/exploring-the-past/id443427694?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/periodic-table-of-videos/id396418973?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/digital-storytelling/id412484444?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=646819568
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=421972407
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/black-history-month-sd/id413648465?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/hidden-treasures-at-library/id391498646?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/exploring-the-past/id443427694?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/periodic-table-of-videos/id396418973?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/digital-storytelling/id412484444?mt=10


iTunes 

Music, movies, TV shows, and public broadcasting series can add popular culture, documentaries, and social context to your 
lessons. To start your search, open iTunes on your Mac. Type your topic in the Search field to see all content related to it. You  
can also click Music, Movies, TV Shows, App Store, and so on at the top of the iTunes window before you search. From iPad,  
open the iTunes app to search for your topic. To find podcasts, open iTunes and search for your topic by Category or with the 
Search tool.  

Getting the most from your search 

• Music. Browse collections like iTunes Essentials: Classical; you can also search specific composers or companies, like the  
Metropolitan Opera. 

• TV shows. You can find material from many public television shows that are perfect for the classroom. 

• Movies. You might search for documentaries related to your topic, or scan iTunes Essentials: Documentaries for ideas.  
Excerpts from major movie releases can supplement your teaching on a wide variety of topics. 

• Podcasts. From Ted Talks Education to EconTalk and Coding 101, there are podcasts for everyone and every topic. The  
Education category is full of great materials that can help you bring a virtual guest speaker into your class or offer an  
alternative point of view. 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Educational content you might want to 
explore in iTunes: 
• Ken Burns: The Civil War  
• America The Story of Us  
• MythBusters  
• NOVA  
• Grammar Girl Quick and Dirty Tips for  

Better Writing 
• Science Friday Audio Podcast 
• PRI’s The World: Latest Episodes

To search for music, movies, documentaries,  
or TV shows, open iTunes on your Mac. Type  
a topic in the Search field to see all kinds of 
content related to it, then select a specific 
media type. 

From iPad, tap the iTunes Store app and search 
for your topic in the Search field. Narrow the 
search return by tapping a media category at 
the top of the screen.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/ken-burns-the-civil-war/id340015314?showLC=true
https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/america-the-story-of-us/id365964537
https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/mythbusters-season-15/id777678185
https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/nova-vol.-1/id201138144
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/grammar-girl-quick-dirty-tips/id173429229?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/science-friday-audio-podcast/id73329284?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/pris-world-latest-episodes/id278196007?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/ken-burns-the-civil-war/id340015314?showLC=true
https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/america-the-story-of-us/id365964537
https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/mythbusters-season-15/id777678185
https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/nova-vol.-1/id201138144
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/grammar-girl-quick-dirty-tips/id173429229?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/science-friday-audio-podcast/id73329284?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/pris-world-latest-episodes/id278196007?mt=2


Curating Content for Your Lessons 
Now that you’re familiar with where to find content you can use on iPad, think about how to evaluate materials for a specific 
lesson, assignment, unit, or learning objective. This section is designed to help you think about the kinds of materials you might 
use to introduce your topic, build your students’ understanding, and let students demonstrate what they’ve learned. 

Introduce Your Topic 

The “hook” you use to introduce your topic will be unique to your teaching style and approach, but here are some questions  
to help you evaluate content as you begin searching for the right material to start your lesson.   

• What primary source materials must be used to teach the concept? 

• What materials will bring the topic to life in new ways? 

• What media types might motivate students and get them excited to learn? 

• What different learning styles or special needs do you need to address? 

• What unique points of view do you want students to consider? 

Build Student Understanding  

There are many materials you can use to create assignments and activities that will help students develop a deeper understanding 
of the topic you’ve introduced. 

• What are the themes, perspectives, and associated ideas or concepts students need to understand? 

• What activities do you usually assign to help students analyze and critically evaluate the topic? 

• What materials can provide additional context?  

• Could music, apps, or video help students understand the material better?  

!
!
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Don’t miss these collections from across  
all of iTunes, curated just for teachers and 
students. 

!
!
This curated collection of apps, books, and 
media from the App Store, iBooks, iTunes U,  
and iTunes gathers engaging learning  
resources in popular subjects. View now > !
!!
Make history more engaging with content from 
this collection of oral histories, official documents, 
archival film, and artifacts. View now > 

!
!
Explore lectures about Shakespeare’s life and 
cultural influences; apps with scene-by-scene 
analysis and animated video; and iBooks 
Textbooks with performance video, photos, 
interactive character maps, and more. View now > 

!
!
These inspiring iTunes U collections and  
apps bring some of our most celebrated 
destinations right to your fingertips.  
View now >

https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewRoom?fcId=793625045
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=701086000
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=473868067
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=679959479
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewRoom?fcId=793625045
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=701086000
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=473868067
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=679959479


Let Students Demonstrate Their Learning 

When it’s time for your students to apply what they’ve learned and demonstrate their understanding of a topic, iPad is a  
powerful tool for letting them express themselves while you assess their knowledge. 

• What concepts do you want your students to master and how do you want them to demonstrate this?   

• What types of storytelling do you want your students to be able to produce?   

• How prescriptive do you want to be in your assignment? Have you provided enough choices to students so they can choose  
an approach that appeals to their learning styles?  

• What specific skills do you want your students to demonstrate?  

• Can the topic be extended to other areas or associations so students can apply their learning in a different context? 

iPad lets you get creative with your assignments and gives students options to work in the way they like best. Many  
features built right into iPad—such as the camera or HD video recording—let students present knowledge in new ways.  
And powerful free apps from Apple—iPhoto, iMovie, GarageBand, Pages, Numbers, and Keynote—give them creative  
opportunities to show you what they’ve learned. 

Whatever approach you choose to help your students master a topic, iTunes offers a huge array of materials to use with  
iPad. You can use them to support existing activities and assignments or to inspire new ways of helping your students  
build and demonstrate their understanding. Visit Teaching with iPad to see some innovative ways teachers are doing this. !
!
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http://www.apple.com/education/ipad/teach-with-ipad


Sample Lesson: Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet 
To give you some ideas about how you could put these tips into action, this section gives specific examples of how you might find 
and integrate content from the App Store, iBooks, iTunes U, and iTunes into your lessons and assignments. The first lesson is about 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, commonly taught to high school freshmen.  

A Place to Start 

For a work like Romeo and Juliet, you might consider introducing the topic with material on Elizabethan theater and costumes or a 
study of Shakespearean English. Or you might just jump right to reading the text of the play. With the materials and apps available 
in iTunes, as well as those you create yourself, finding great ways to bring this lesson to life is easy. 

        iBooks 
Consider starting with a textbook like Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Literature Grade 12, British Literature. This reference book made 
specifically for iBooks includes stunning image galleries, interactive supplementary material, and review questions that give 
students immediate feedback. In iBooks, you’ll be able to choose from more than 100 versions of Romeo and Juliet, ranging from 
the free public domain version of the play to the Folger Shakespeare Library edition. Or you can download one of the many other 
interactive iBooks Textbooks that include video, audio, translation, and contextual features: 

• Globe Education Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet  

• Romeo and Juliet: The Shakesperience 

• iBard Romeo: Playing with Romeo and Juliet 

        App Store 
Some excellent options in the App Store can help introduce the play: 

• Shakespeare in Bits: Romeo & Juliet: The full text of the play with animated video voiced by professional actors, study guide, 
analysis, and character maps.  

• Romeo & Juliet (L.A. Theatre Works): A full-cast audio performance along with the complete text and extras, including puzzles. 

• Romeo and Juliet: Explore Shakespeare (Cambridge University Press): A full audio performance, plus the full text of the play, 
glossary definitions, and study activities for individual students and groups. 

        iTunes U 
 Content in iTunes U provides additional options for helping students connect with Shakespeare’s works.  

• Lit2Go: Romeo and Juliet (University of South Florida): This free audio recording of the play is perfect for students who are 
auditory learners or who want to listen on the go. !
!
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Shakespeare in Bits: Romeo & Juliet  
iPad Edition 
Shakespeare in Bits delivers the entire text of 
several of Shakespeare’s plays broken into 
easily digested “bits” of integrated text, audio, 
and graphics, designed to appeal to learners 
of different abilities and learning styles. 
Students listen to Shakespeare’s prose while 
portions of the text, presented side by side 
with animated action, are highlighted as they 
are spoken. In-line translation helps students 
understand difficult words and phrases in 
context. Biographies and relationship maps 
can be accessed from the Play or the Cast 
feature. Analyses and study notes for each 
scene offer plot summaries, key themes,  
and more. Visit now >

https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/houghton-mifflin-harcourt/id635346071?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/globe-education-shakespeare/id666335404?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/romeo-juliet-shakesperience/id582694641?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/ibard-romeo/id532379705?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shakespeare-in-bits-romeo/id370803660?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/romeo-juliet-by-william-shakespeare/id574629319?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/romeo-juliet-explore-shakespeare/id562203479?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/romeo-and-juliet/id384528334?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shakespeare-in-bits-romeo/id370803660?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shakespeare-in-bits-romeo/id370803660?mt=8


Build Student Understanding 

iPad lets students immerse themselves in and engage with the story. They can evaluate different performances of the same scene 
in Romeo and Juliet, read directors’ notes, and more.  

        iBooks 

• Globe Education Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet: This iBooks Textbook includes audio interviews with actors and images from three 
different Globe productions.  

• Romeo and Juliet: The Shakesperience: Interactive features include an explanation of the difference between productions  
by Sir Derek Jacobi, as well as a complete glossary with embedded explanations.   

        App Store 

• Verona Map and Walks: Transport students to Verona to help them understand where and how the play’s action unfolds.  

        iTunes U 

• Shakespeare and His World (The Huntington Library): This lecture series will help students understand the politics and history  
of Shakespeare’s time and their impact on his stories and characters.  

• Shakespeare: A Critical Analysis (The Open University): This series offers a huge selection of material that puts the play  
into historical and social context. 

        iTunes 

• Listen to orchestral performances to compare musical interpretations of key scenes in the play, composed by Prokofiev, 
Tchaikovsky, and Berlioz.  

• Compare soundtracks and scenes from the many film versions of the play, from 1968’s Romeo & Juliet by Franco Zeffirelli to  
Baz Luhrman’s 1996 Romeo + Juliet. 

• Listen to podcasts featuring experts offering varying interpretations. 

Demonstrate Learning 

A wide variety of iPad apps give students creative ways to demonstrate understanding of the play, including the following: 

• Reenact scenes or create their own with iMovie, Comic Life, VoiceThread, or Puppet Pals. 

• Describe and interpret the play’s language, meaning, and action with Explain Everything, Skitch, Popplet, or Paper by FiftyThree. 

• Create a soundtrack of a scene to demonstrate emotion and action using GarageBand.   

• Produce a more traditional approach on a final written or presentation project using Pages and Keynote. !
!
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William Shakespeare: His Life & Works 
Designed to enrich student’s appreciation  
of Shakespeare’s profound legacy, this 
collection includes lectures about his life,  
apps for scene-by-scene analysis, interactive 
iBooks Textbooks, and more. Visit now >

https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=473868067
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/globe-education-shakespeare/id666335404?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/romeo-juliet-shakesperience/id582694641?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/verona-map-walks-full-version/id356194021?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/shakespeare-and-his-world/id433557951?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/shakespeare-critical-analysis/id433602438?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/romeo-and-juliet-1968/id267250553
https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/romeo-and-juliet-1968/id267250553
https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/romeo-+-juliet/id272992531
https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/romeo-+-juliet/id272992531
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/imovie/id377298193?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/comic-life/id432537882?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/voicethread/id465159110?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/puppet-pals-hd/id342076546?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/explain-everything/id431493086?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/skitch-snap.-mark-up.-send./id490505997?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/popplet/id374151636?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/paper-by-fiftythree/id506003812?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/garageband/id408709785?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pages/id361309726?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/keynote/id361285480?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?cc=us&fcId=473868067


Sample Lesson: The Immune System 
iPad and content from iTunes let you bring complex scientific concepts and processes to life to help students visualize and master 
them in ways that aren’t possible with flat mediums. These tools also give students creative opportunities to build and 
demonstrate learning, while you assess their understanding throughout the unit. 

In this section, we’ve put together another sample lesson that shows you how you might use iPad and a rich set of resources from 
iTunes to teach a unit on the immune system in a biology or anatomy class. 

A Place to Start 

For a complex topic like the immune system, you could consider hooking your students with content from pop culture— 
for example, the movie Contagion—to introduce your students to the consequences of infectious disease spread. Or you  
could use an iTunes U course, such as Yale University’s Epidemics in Western Society Since 1600, to explore the historical and  
societal impact of epidemics. Maybe introducing the topic with an interactive iBooks Textbook would work best for your class.  
E. O. Wilson’s Life on Earth is a great example of a textbook that introduces the complex processes of immune system responses 
through 3D images, video, and animation.  

Whatever your approach, there’s a wide array of content for iPad that will engage your students and help them begin to 
understand these complex biological processes. 

        iBooks 
A number of books—including interactive Multi-Touch titles made just for iBooks—can help you introduce the topic and let 
students “see” the immune system in action. 

• The Immune System: An Illustrated Guide by Joseph Panno: This book includes more than 100 color photographs, drawings, 
animations, and interactive illustrations. 

• Germs: Biological Weapons and America’s Secret War by Judith Miller: This book takes an inside look at how germ warfare has  
been waged throughout history and what form its future might take. 

• How the Immune System Works by Lauren M. Sompayrac: This book is an introduction to the “bigger picture” that cuts through  
the jargon to reveal the essence of this complex subject. 

• The Hot Zone: A Terrifying True Story by Richard Preston: Download this audiobook from iBooks to introduce the concept of the 
spread of disease pathogens. Students can listen to it, then refer to an interactive textbook to explore the science behind the 
story or understand diseases and the immune response progression in real-life patients. 

!
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E. O. Wilson’s Life on Earth 
Created exclusively for iBooks by the E. O. Wilson 
Biodiversity Foundation, E. O. Wilson’s Life on Earth 
is a new approach to the biology textbook. 
Presenting students with a richer, more engaging 
learning experience, this interactive textbook 
helps improve comprehension and retention. 
Visit now > 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/contagion/id479822231
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/epidemics-in-western-society/id429903998?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/e.-o.-wilsons-life-on-earth/id529004239?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-immune-system/id640714099?mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/germs/id488670940?mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/how-the-immune-system-works/id493779629?mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-hot-zone/id504194060?mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/e.-o.-wilsons-life-on-earth/id529004239?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/e.-o.-wilsons-life-on-earth/id529004239?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/e.-o.-wilsons-life-on-earth/id529004239?mt=13
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/e.-o.-wilsons-life-on-earth/id529004239?mt=13


        App Store 

• The Merck Manual – Professional Edition: This comprehensive app can act as a reference guide as students move through the 
study of diseases and the immune system. 

        iTunes U 

• Immunology (Oxford University): These lectures describe the work of researchers to understand the molecular processes of the 
immune system and its role in infection, inflammation, and disease.  

• Mini Med School: Dynamics of Human Health (Stanford University): This series includes courses like “Influenza Viruses and 
Pandemics,” a video of a lecture by Lucy S. Tompkins, Professor of Medicine and of Microbiology and Immunology at Stanford.  

• Immunology Lectures (University of Nottingham): These are live recordings of basic immunology lectures delivered to first-year 
medical students. 

Build Student Understanding 

As your students progress through the topics in your introductory materials and begin to understand the material, you might 
assign activities to help them deepen that understanding. There are many options available with iPad and iTunes content. For 
example, because cell response is a dynamic process, you could have students use an app to create animations of cell actions  
and reactions. iPad also provides engaging tools that let students research and study specific diseases. 

       iBooks 
In iBooks, you’ll find a variety of nonfiction titles that show real-world examples of the concepts you’re discussing in class. 

• The Secret Life of Germs: Observations and Lessons from a Microbe Hunter by Philip Tierno: An inside view of the microscopic  
world of germs, from the common cold to anthrax, and how they affect us today. 

• The Viral Storm: The Dawn of a New Pandemic Age by Nathan Wolfe: The story of how viruses and humans have evolved  
side-by-side and why modern life has made our species vulnerable to the threat of a global pandemic.  

• Typhoid Mary: An Urban Historical by Anthony Bourdain: The true story of Mary Mallon, a cook in 1906 New York who infected  
the families she worked for with typhoid fever. 

!

iPad in Education  |  Exploring Educational Content for iPad  |  May 2014  �                                                                                                                               13

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/merck-manual-professional/id331016312?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/immunology/id642805217?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/mini-med-school-dynamics-human/id384237262?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/immunology-lectures/id497374244?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-secret-life-of-germs/id381972562?mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-viral-storm/id429948809?mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/typhoid-mary/id650714906?mt=11


        App Store 
Consider asking your students to use apps on iPad to re-create the steps of the body’s immune system response through 
animations, movies, or collaborative projects. You could also use apps in the App Store that provide breaking medical news to 
generate thought-provoking class discussions. 

• Animation Creator HD and Animation Desk: Students can use these apps to create an animation that takes them through the 
steps of an immune response and demonstrates the actions and reactions of cells and proteins. 

• iMovie: Students can import their animations into iMovie, add vocal tracks, and share them with the class for discussion. 

• MedPage Today: Get breaking medical news and comprehensive reference information to use for class discussion. 

• UPAD: Students can use this app to take notes, annotate PDFs, insert images and shapes, and more. 

• Talkboard by Citrix: This social whiteboard app allows students to collaborate and share information on the fly as they develop 
understanding. 

        iTunes U 
These resources are helpful when students are researching specific diseases for a case study or trying to make relevant 
connections to historical or current real-world cases. 

• Cholera (University of Leeds): This presentation is a discussion of cholera as a paradigm of infectious diseases and looks at the 
range of infections spread by water. 

• Emory Looks at Hollywood (Emory University): Two tracks in this video series examine Contagion, connecting the movie to  
real-life spread of diseases and how we manage them. Students could use the video as an intro to a final project in which they 
determine what it would take to keep a Contagion-like event from happening with their researched disease. 

Demonstrate Learning 

Because physical, moving processes can be difficult to convey on paper, rich media tools like iPad and iTunes content give 
students new opportunities to demonstrate learning. Here are a few examples of apps that enable students to show that they 
have grasped the material. 

• Present concepts with explanations that include animations, illustrations, and voiceover using iMovie, Animation Desk, 
Procreate, Paper by FiftyThree, Explain Everything, or Whiteboard: Collaborative Drawing. 

• Organize ideas and construct a more traditional report or presentation using Keynote, OmniOutliner 2, and Pages.  

• Create a video diary that tracks a disease progression as part of a final project using Day One (Journal/Diary), Haiku Deck,  
or GarageBand. 

!!
!
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/animation-creator-hd/id363201632?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/animation-desk/id470899893?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/imovie/id377298193?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/medpage-today/id319094270?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/upad/id401643317?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/talkboard-by-citrix/id691766202?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/cholera/id700693342?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/emory-looks-at-hollywood/id422869521?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/contagion/id479822231
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/imovie/id377298193?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/animation-desk/id470899893?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/procreate-sketch-paint-create./id425073498?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/paper-by-fiftythree/id506003812?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/explain-everything/id431493086?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/whiteboard-collaborative-drawing/id321986541?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/keynote/id361285480?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/omnioutliner-2/id704610906?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pages/id361309726?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/day-one-journal-diary/id421706526?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/haiku-deck-presentation-slideshow/id536328724?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/garageband/id408709785?mt=8


Additional Resources  
Get the most out of iPad in your classroom with these helpful resources.  

Teaching with iPad 

Teachers around the world are using iPad to transform their classrooms. Learn about their experiences and get practical tips on 
how iPad can help you reach students and teach lessons in entirely new ways. Read more > 

Apps in the Classroom 

Tens of thousands of education apps on the App Store cover everything from math and science to foreign languages and reading. 
This PDF guide shows how to explore, choose, and integrate iPad apps into your classroom. Read more >  

Create and Distribute Your Course Materials 

No one knows what your students need—or how they learn—better than you. With iBooks Author, you can make your own  
Multi-Touch book for iPad or Mac, or create your own course materials personalized for your classroom. Tailor your materials  
to your lesson and class level, or make leveled books for different students. You can start with built-in templates, then customize 
content by dragging and dropping. Read more > 

You can even create your own iTunes U course for iPad, which allows you to organize all your teaching materials into a course  
that students can access right on iPad anywhere, anytime. And you can send instant updates on assignments to help your 
students stay on track. Read more > 

iTunes Education Spotlight Email 

Keep up to date on new, amazing education resources for iPad. Subscribe to a monthly email that highlights new and notable 
courses, books, and apps suitable for the classroom. See latest edition > !
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*Requires iOS 7.0 or later.   
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