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CRN#     Spring 2018 Descriptions for Topics Courses 
 
40167 AMS 320 A/ GND 300 A Topics in American Studies: American Masculinities  
 Prof. A. Opitz 

In this course we explore masculinity in its various forms, from hegemonic masculinity to alternate expressions, such as gender queer, 
trans and female masculinities. Working from the assumption that there is not a single definition of masculinity in American culture, 
we will examine how masculinity gets expressed and produced differently at the intersections of gender, race, sexuality, class, 
ethnicity, and nationality. From an interdisciplinary perspective we will look at how notions of masculinity, manhood, and maleness 
have changed historically; at what sociologist Michael Kimmel terms the “perilous world” of contemporary American masculinity; and 
at how men of color, both straight and queer, are stereotyped in the media and the ways in which they have resisted those 
representations. Likely texts/authors we’ll study: Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me; Chester Hymes, If He Hollers Let Him 
Go; Barry Jenkins, Moonlight (film); Jack Halberstam, Female Masculinity; Ang Lee’s Brokeback Mountain (film); Ted Kotcheff, Rambo: 
First Blood (film); Tennessee Williams, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof; David Henry Hwang, M. Butterfly; Bruce Lee; and selected writings by 
Juno Díaz.   
NOTE: This course is cross-listed with GND 300-A, 40168.  Students register under AMS 320-A, 40167. 

 
 40649 BUS 420-A Topics in Accounting: Forensic Accounting 
 Prof. M. McCall 

This course introduces students to the methodology of fraud examination.  In the first half we focus on the elements of fraud and the 
different types of fraud schemes, including fraudulent financial statements, asset misappropriation, corruption, and money 
laundering.  In the second half of the course we focus on how professionals respond to fraud, with an emphasis on the legal 
framework, document analysis, interviewing, and report writing.  Through a case study, students work in teams to investigate a fraud 
scheme, maintain a case file, and conduct live interviews of role players.  The demand for fraud examiners and forensic accountants 
continues to grow in both the private and public sectors.  Skills developed in this course will help students in multiple professions 
including forensic accounting, financial accounting, and general business. 

 
40653 BUS 430-A Topics in Finance: Behavioral Finance 
 Prof. M. Mullen 

This special topics course is part two of the SCIFI course program and is available only to students admitted into the SCIFI program.  
The course is focused on the growing field of behavioral finance that uses insights from psychology to understand how human 
behavior influences the decisions of individual and professional investors, markets and managers.  The topic is very useful in helping 
understand why investors make the choices they do.  For example, why do people invest in local companies?  Why do investors 
confuse a good company from a good stock?  Why do people increase the amount of risk they are willing to take on if they have 
experienced good or bad portfolio performance?  Similar questions will be explored to help explain why investment managers fall prey 
to behavioral errors.  The course will start with a review of Utility theory, a model of how people should act, and later explore 
explanations for how and why they do act.  Behavioral Finance is interdisciplinary as it borrows heavily from the academic literature in 
accounting, economics, statistics, psychology and sociology. 

 
40586 COM 333-A Topics in Mediated Communication: Altered Lifeforms in the Media 
 Prof. M. DelNero 

This course looks at bodies that are altered, whether it may be through supernatural, chemical, physical or psychological means. Case 
studies will include vampires, zombies, illness, and the use of performance enhancing drugs by professional athletes. The course will 
also invite students to contribute their own ideas of altered lifeforms. We will examine cases of altered bodies from a variety of 
theories and viewpoints. Examples will be drawn from a multiple media, including television, new media and social media. 

 
40045 CRM 295-A Topics in Criminology: Trauma and Its Impact on Youth 
 Prof. E. Jacoubs 

Research shows that while up to 34% of children in the United States have experienced at least one traumatic event, between 75% 
and 93% of youth entering the justice system annually in this country are estimated to have experienced some degree of trauma. This 
course will focus on both the nature of childhood trauma and its impact on the developing child, on academic achievement, social 
emotional growth, mental illness, child protection, and delinquency.  A strength-based viewpoint will be highlighted along with the 
identification of protective factors that foster resiliency and post-traumatic growth. This course is designed for students who plan to 
work with children or adolescents—as counselors, educators, attorney’s or law enforcement. 

 
40788 CRM295-B Topics in Criminology: Hate Crimes 
 Prof. K. Borgeson 

This course provides an overview of the issues associated with a hate crime. This course focuses attention on typologies, motivations, 
and victims. This course also explores the role of private organizations such as the Anti-Defamation League and Southern Poverty Law 
Center in tracking the activities of hate groups such as the Ku Klux Klan and Aryan Nation. 
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40235 CSC 399-A Topics in Computer Science: Mobile Computing 
 Prof. J. Brown-Sederberg 

This course provides students with an introductory understanding of the development of mobile apps for Android devices using 
Android Studio.  

 
40150 ENG 200-A Introductory Topics in Literary Studies: Sports and Literature 
 Prof. M. Borushko 

In this course, we will read and study literature that draws on or engages in some way sports and its diverse cultures. Some of the 
stories, novels, essays, and poems we’ll read will be about sports; others will, for example, incorporate sports into their broader 
aesthetic and social visions; others still will use the culture of sport as the canvas on which to paint characters and their internal lives. 
So while this is a thematic course devoted foremost to learning how to read literature more carefully and preparing you for advanced 
courses in the field, it is also a course wherein sports necessarily becomes an object of critical study and reflection (rather than, say, 
an object of passive enjoyment). To aid our study, we will also read selections from the fields of sports studies, cultural criticism, and 
critical theory. 

 
40152 ENG 220-A Introduction to Topics in Literature: The Romance 
 Prof. H. Duncan 

Critics of romance have often derided the genre’s enchanted settings, improbable reunions, and magical contingencies as too fanciful 
or absurd. If epics traditionally chronicle wars and the fate of a nation or people (exemplified by a central, heroic figure), romances 
focus on the individual, on desire, on psychological exploration, and the search for the self. The worlds of romance are often chaotic, 
exotic, and even monstrous; in them poets and writers engage with what one scholar calls “the deep structures of human existence.” 
Romance narratives are also fluid, open-ended, and resist rigorous literary classification; indeed, critics disagree whether romance is a 
genre or a mode, and there is no consensus as to its origins and history. This course offers a transhistorical examination of romance 
forms and styles and their treatment of race, gender, and class.  Works under consideration for this course: Longus’ Daphnis and 
Chloe; Chrétien de Troyes’ Lancelot; William Shakespeare’s Tempest; Charlotte Dacre’s Zofloya, or the Moor; Ursula Le Guin’s The Left 
Hand of Darkness; and A.S. Byatt’s Possession. We will also read secondary and theoretical texts by Northrop Frye; Fredric Jameson; 
Slavoj Zizek and others. 

 
40153 ENG 220-B Introduction to Topics in Literature: Storytelling in New Media 
 Prof. W. Peek 

This course offers an investigation of the art of storytelling in media forms developed or popularized within the last hundred years: 
film; television; comics; animation; podcasts; and web series. Our interest will be primarily formal; that is, we will focus on the forms 
artists choose in telling their stories, including the move toward formal innovation in narrative. We will also look at lyric expression in 
poetry and film, what are often referred to in film as non-narrative or avant-garde forms, so as to understand the differences among 
various modes of expression. 
NOTE: This course is part of LC 339-A.  Students must take ENG220-B along with LC 339-A, 40154 and COM220-A, 40578. 

 
40785 ENG 326-A Topics in American Cinema: Romantic Comedy 

Prof. W. Peek 
This course will study romantic comedies on film, investigating romance as a genre that walks the tightrope between tradition and 
innovation, in some ways following conventions thousands of years old, in other ways re-shaping those conventions to respond to 
changing ideas about gender roles and sexual orientation. 

 
40159 ENG 366-A Topics in Twentieth-Century American Literature: Asian American Literature 
 Prof. A. Opitz 

In this survey course on Asian American literature we will study the work of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, as well as Indian 
American writers, in the contexts of their different immigrant histories. Some of our questions: in what conventional or non-
conventional ways do these artists write about their community’s immigrant, diasporic, or refugee experience? How do these various 
communities relate to the idea of “Asian America” and to mainstream America? How do the characters in these works navigate their 
various identities, as Japanese American war resisters, as war refugees, as sons and daughters, as members of their ethnic community 
as well as as Americans, as women, or as gay men. In addition to criticism and some legal documents to help us flesh out historical and 
cultural contexts, we’ll study novels (Woman Warrior, No-No Boy, The Gangster We Are All Looking For, among others); short stories 
(by Jhumpa Lahiri and Bharati Mukherjee), at least one play (David Henry Hwang’s M. Butterfly), movies by Wayne Wang and Ang Lee, 
the popular TV show Fresh Off the Boat, and standup comedians such as Margaret Cho and Aziz Ansari. 
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40162 ENG 390-A Topics in Modernism: Signals and Noise (Writing-in-the-Disciplines) 
 Prof. J. Green 

This course combines the emergent techniques of the digital humanities with information theory and literary and cultural analysis to 
explore the moral, ethical, and philosophical questions posed by texts that examine the modern information state. During the first half 
of the semester, we will study Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, Yevgeny Zamyatin’s We, the short fiction of Franz Kafka and Jorge 
Luis Borges, Paul Auster's City of Glass, and Thomas Pynchon’s The Crying of Lot 49. Students in this course will also take the 1-credit 
course DIG 201: Digital Design Studio, in which we will learn how to use data collection, visualization, and computational tools for 
cultural and literary analysis, including text encoding, analysis, annotation, and mining. This broad survey of tools and digital 
humanities theory will set the stage for the semester’s second-half focus on W.G. Sebald’s novel Austerlitz. We will put our analytical 
and digital skills to use to collaborate on producing a deeply layered and extensive digital archive edition of the novel, incorporating 
documents, audio recordings, visual art, film, and 360° VR video. 
NOTE: This course is part of LC 214-A.  Students must take ENG390-A along with LC 214-A, 40760. 

 
40163 ENG 422-A English Capstone Seminar: Nervous Systems: Paranoia and the Modern Mind 
 Prof. J. Green 

What is the relationship between the form of cognitive impairment known as paranoia and “normal” cognition; between the 
paranoiac’s organized systems of secret connections and hidden meanings on the one hand and the common activities of writing and 
interpreting fiction on the other? What can such interrelationships tell us about modern identity, culture, and ideology?  Is the 
paranoiac "mad" or neurodivergent? This course will begin by pondering the curiously intertwined association between paranoia and 
“normal” cognitive functioning as theorized by psychoanalysts Sigmund Freud and Jacques Lacan.  We will then explore the uses of 
paranoia as a model for querying subjectivity, representation, and the dialectic relationship between the individual subject and the 
state. Our investigation starts in the late nineteenth/early twentieth-century with Western/Eastern European and Scandinavian fiction 
and memoir and then shifts to post-World War II USA to examine the American panoptic state from the Cold War to the NSA’s PRISM 
surveillance program. Authors may include Nikolai Gogol, Edgar Allan Poe, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Daniel Paul Schreber, August 
Strindberg, Knut Hamsun, Yevgeny Zamyatin, Franz Kafka, Thomas Pynchon, and Don DeLillo. Theorists such as Freud, Lacan, Michel 
Foucault, Barbara Johnson, Shoshana Felman, Jean Baudrillard, Jacques Derrida, and Slavoj Zizek will help shape our understanding of 
this peculiarly modern form of uncanny fear. 

 
40443 ENV 375-A Topics in Environmental Science: Women & Ecology 
 Prof. S. Mooney 

This seminar course focuses on the work of women influential in our understanding of ecological and environmental issues. Included 
are scientists, philosophers, artists, and activists, many based in the US but not all. Enrolled students are invited to suggest women 
they would like added to the syllabus. Topic areas addressed include environmental justice, ecofeminism, and the perspectives of 
indigenous peoples. 

 
40444 ENV 376-A Topics in Environmental Science: Coastal Pacific Northwest 
 Prof. B. Meigs 

After preparing on campus, students will fly to Portland, Oregon when finals end, spending 10 days in Oregon and northern California, 
experiencing a wide variety of ecological principles in ecosystems shaped by a 15-fold difference in annual precipitation from the 
coastal region to the high desert. Professor & students will travel by van, camping along the way; you must be able to hike five miles 
and willing to put in long days of learning. 

 
40762 HIS 306-A Topics in US Cultural History: The Cultural History of Super Heroes 
 Prof. S. Maddock  

Is Superman an allegory for a Jewish immigrant assimilating to a new culture?  Have the X-Men been a stand-in for civil rights and gay 
activism?  Since the 1930s, superheroes have appeared in the pages of comic magazines and graphic novels as well as on television 
and movie screens.  In this seminar, students will utilize superhero tales from all forms of media to track the cultural history of the 
United States from the 1930s to the present. 

 
40759 IND 357-A Special Topics in Interdisciplinary Studies: Big Questions and the Media  

Prof. B. Nielson 
"Big Questions and the Media" is a writing course that explores the dynamic interface of science & religion as it relates to 
contemporary issues. We’ll begin from the premise that all writing emerges within the context of a conversation, so we’ll start by 
examining the so-called “conflict thesis” vs. the “complexity thesis” to describe the relationship between science and religion. The 
course will focus on learning to write about “big questions” through essays, interviews, and articles that are meant for a wide 
audience.  Enduring moral questions will receive special attention.   
NOTE: This course is part of LC 203-A.  Students must take IND 357-A along with PHL 210-A, 40259 and LC 203-A, 40258. 
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40780 IND 357-B Special Topics in Interdisciplinary Studies: Arabic Culture of the Middle East 

Prof. M. Rowan 
This is an introductory course to Arabic culture of the Middle East.  Its main focus is to expose students to the actual identity of the 
Arab world and its people other than what is perceived by  the media.  This course will cover many concepts of all the demographic, 
social, and cultural aspects of the entire region.  We will also use a variety of primary and secondary sources such as the textbook, 
literature, articles, films, online Arabic newspapers and news networks.  Introduction of food and music will also be introduced to 
compliment the hospitality and entertainment factors that Middle Eastern people are known for and proud of. This course will be 
offered as an elective interdisciplinary course open to students in all majors and minors. If you are interested in knowing about the 
Middle East and looking for an elective that will be informative and interesting, this is the course for you.  

 
40451 POL 357-A Topics in Politics: Global Politics of Terrorism 
 Prof. M. Shirk 

Terrorism is often considered one of greatest challenges of the 21st century.  However, who and what is a terrorist is often 
dispute.  As the old saying goes, "one man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter". Additionally, the term was first use to 
describe the new government's actions during the French Revolution. In this course students will take a deep dive into terrorist groups 
and other episodes of violence often called terrorism.  Examples include al Qaeda (where students will read bin Laden's own rhetoric), 
18th century piracy, drone warfare, and the Kurdish PKK.  Why might these examples be terrorism?  Why do people say they are 
not?  Can a state conduct terrorism? What is and is not a political claim? What is at stake when we call some group, person, or act 
'terrorist'?  At the end of this course students should come away with a better appreciation of the politics behind terrorism both in 
effected states and population and its perpetrators.  

 
40452 POL 357-B Topics in Politics: Politics of the Middle East Course is being offered as POL356 Politics of the Middle East, CRN 40825. 
 Prof. M. Shirk 

Americans and many other people living in ‘the West’ tend to view the Middle East – a region stretching from Iran in the East to 
Morocco in the West, Turkey in the North to Yemen in the South – and its politics through three lenses: Democracy (or lack thereof), 
Oil, and Islam.   This course will investigate this region through each lens with the goal of understanding how these forces effect the 
Middle East and their limitations for understanding a complex and diverse region.  Along the way students will learn the geographical, 
economic, and political situation within and between Middle Eastern Countries as well as these counties relations with the rest of the 
world.  

 
40287 REL 230-A Topics in Religious Studies: Popes Since Vatican II 
 Prof. P. Beisheim 

An examination of the theological, ecclesiological and global impacts during after the papal reigns of John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul I, 
John Paul II, Benedict XVI, and Francis I. 

 
40314 VPH 229-A Topics in Non-Western Art: African Art 
 Prof. Scanlan 

This is an introductory course on the arts of Africa. A large variety of mediums and traditions ill be explored ranging from traditional to 
contemporary definitions of art paying special attention to social contexts.  No prerequisite.   

 
40336 VPN 300-A Topics in Art Administration: Art and Law CANCELLED 
 Prof. M. Tinkjian 

This course considers the intersections between the arts and the law, and aims to inform art students about aspects of the law which 
will be relevant to them in their careers. We will draw from a variety of sources, including scholarly articles, current press, legal 
documents, case summaries, internet resources, films, and other materials.  

 
40344 VPS 327-A Topics in Painting: Abstraction 
 Prof. D. Kinsey 

This studio based course will explore the potential of abstraction in painting.  Explore the history of abstract art and it's relationship to 
your own voice.  Acrylic painting techniques, color theory and formal theory will form the basis for your explorations of the painted 
surface.  
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40357 VPT 332-A Topics in Theatre Arts II:  Scene Study 
 Prof. M. Greene 

Students will expand on the basic skills developed in Acting I, to gain a deeper understanding of what it takes to bring a character from 
page to stage. We will analyze how a scene is constructed and explore how to navigate it truthfully and dynamically. Pre-requisite: Acting 
1 or consent from the instructor. 
 


