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CRN #    Spring 2018 First-Year Seminar Course Descriptions 
  
These courses are only open to students who have not completed their First-Year Seminar requirement. 
 
STANDARD LEVEL 
  
40148 ENG 123-A, FYS: “In Sickness and in Health”: Bodies in Literature    4 credits 
 Prof. H. Duncan 

This course presents an introduction to the study and appreciation of literature. Our thematic focus is the representation of human 
bodies in the works of poets, dramatists, novelists, and essayists at various significant moments in western cultural history. As we read 
some famous and influential literary texts alongside less familiar works, we will become acquainted with key concepts and 
methodologies employed in literary studies. We follow, more or less, a historical track and begin the semester with Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses, which set the standard for literary representations of the body, before turning to one of Shakespeare’s more obscure 
works, Titus Andronicus, a bloody revenge drama, Miss Evers’ Boys, a play about the infamous Tuskegee experiment, and finally Franz 
Kafka’s The Metamorphosis, a tale about a man who wakes one morning to find that he has turned into an insect. Midway through the 
course we will also read poetry by physicians and other health care workers. We examine films that deal with questions about human 
embodiment, but most of our time is devoted to the close reading of texts, to formulating arguments about literature, and to exploring 
methods of interpretation.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 

   
40613 HIS 128-A, FYS: The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass     4 credits 

Prof. T. Gernes 
Frederick Douglass’ heroic journey from slavery to freedom in antebellum America illuminates–in lightning flashes–a nation riven by 
race, region, economy and differing conceptions of justice and morality. The course weaves literature, film, and primary materials, 
tracing Douglass’s complex life and times and introducing students to college-level historical inquiry.  Considered a United States 
History.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the History Cornerstone requirement. 

  
40250 PHL 114-A, FYS: Our Bodies, Ourselves       4 credits 
 Prof. M. Mitchell 

This course explores some of the questions that are raised by recognizing that we are not just minds- we are embodied creatures.  How 
should we organize society to provide for our bodily needs?  Should we worry about the death of our bodies?  Are our minds and our 
bodies really different?  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Philosophy Cornerstone requirement. 

   
40269 REL 112-A, FYS: Saints and Sinners in Church History      4 credits 
 Prof. R. Gribble, CSC 

Saints and sinners, much like victors and vanquished in war, are often determined by those who triumph in Church conflicts. This course 
will address several Church controversies throughout the 2000 years of its history, review the issues and debates that arose through 
the reading of primary and secondary sources, and who in the end were considered victors, saints, and the vanquished, sinners, in 
Church history.  Open to First-Year Students only. 
Fulfills the Religious Studies Cornerstone requirement. 

 
CENTRIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
  
40767 WRI 110-A, FYS: Writing in New Media       4 credits 
 Prof. H. Sadler 

Let’s face it, writing in the 21st century is accomplished online. This course explores reading and writing across social media and other 
web spaces through genre study, cultural analysis, and real-world practice. Through posts, tweets, blogs, emails, and texts students will 
hone valuable skills necessary in the twenty-first century thought-place. Creating web-based resumes and professional avatars will also 
be discussed.  Course may be applied to the American Studies program.  This course provides enhanced writing support.   
Open to First-Year Students only. 

 
BASIC LEVEL  (Offers Enhanced Writing support) 
  
40768 WRI 141-A, FYS: Introduction to College Writing  CANCELLED     4 credits 
 Prof. J. Chichetto, CSC 
 This workshop-based course is designed for students who wish to practice and develop the essential skills of writing, critical reading, 

and textual analysis at the college level.  Instructors provide extensive feedback on assignments, helping students to gain more 
confidence with grammar, sentence structure, and the writing process as a whole.  This course provides enhanced writing support.  
Open to First-Year Students only. 


