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CRN#    Spring 2018 Literature Cornerstone Course Descriptions 
 
 
40136 ENG 100-A, COR: Altered States: Literature and Intoxication    3 credits 
40137 ENG 100-B, COR: Altered States: Literature and Intoxication    3 credits 
 Prof. S. Kane 

Various types of altered states of consciousness have long been reflected in Western literature. Changes to identity – not just states 
brought about by alcohol or drugs, but also spiritual or other intensely emotional experiences – have been a broad theme explored by 
many authors, from Homer’s Lotus eaters to the enchantments of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream to contemporary 
confessional memoir. In this course, we will explore the many ways in which altered states have been represented by authors, ranging 
from the celebratory to the repentant, and the ways in which they construct or challenge the identities of authors, characters and 
audiences. We will also consider the acts of writing and reading as themselves challenges to conventional identity.   

 

Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40138 ENG 100-C, COR: Literature in Translation      3 credits 
 Prof. J. Golden 

Many of the texts that you read in your core courses are translations into English. What exactly does it mean to read a text in 
translation? We will ask and answer that question, using these 19th-century texts: Baudelaire, Les Fleurs du mal/Flowers of Evil; 
Flaubert, Madame Bovary; Tolstoy, Anna Karenina. 

 

Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40139 ENG 100-D, COR: Site-Specific Literature      3 credits 
40140 ENG 100-E, COR: Site-Specific Literature      3 credits 
 Prof. J. Ball 

This course will explore literature about space and place. How do writers craft the feeling of a particular place in their work? What is 

our experience of this place in our imaginary—or what is the experience of reading this literature in the very place it was written 

about? We will examine how being “here” or “there” relates to issues of identity, community, belonging, displacement, power, and 

privilege. We will find ourselves in Joyce’s Dublin, compare Dickens’s and Woolf’s London to the city as experienced by a West Indian 

immigrant, contemplate geography with John Green, and read a poem about Boston’s Public Garden in the Public Garden itself, all the 

while discovering how we locate ourselves in and outside of these texts. 

Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40141 ENG 100-F, COR: Literary Evolutions       3 credits 
40142 ENG 100-G, COR: Literary Evolutions       3 credits 
 Prof. K. Bennett 

Etymologically (at the word’s root), literature is associated with “humane learning” and “literary culture” (see OED). Our primary goal 
in this course is to recognize the interdependence of literary evolution and human culture. We will explore how literature evolves 
over time and across discourses. Close readings of core texts and their offshoots will offer insight into the concepts of adaptation, 
intertextuality, and cultural capital. Finally, we shall analyze how authors revise key literary themes in the context of poetry, prose, 
drama, music, film, the graphic novel, and television.   

 

Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40143 ENG 100-H, COR: Between Two Worlds: Multi-Ethnic Literature and Film   3 credits 
 Prof. A. Opitz 

In this course we study the work of contemporary writers and filmmakers from Native American, African American, Caribbean 
immigrant, and Asian American communities. We will examine how these artists explore questions such as community, belonging, 
and identity; race, nation, and assimilation; power and representation; colonization, history, and institutionalized racism; and writing 
and resistance. Students are expected to read at least one novel, a number of short stories, poems, and personal essays in 
preparation for class discussion, as well as watch documentary and feature films, mainstream as well as independent. There will be 
weekly response papers, at least one presentation, and two or three longer papers. 
  
Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
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40144 ENG 100-I, COR: Island Living/Island Leaving      3 credits 
 Prof. S. Cohen 

This seminar explores the literature of islands. This will be a semester-long inquiry into how the unique conditions of island living 
shape literature and culture. We will study texts about castaways, pirates, tourists, islanders, and adventurers in order to discern 
what makes stories about islands so compelling and enduring.  

 

Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40145 ENG 100-J, COR: Machine Culture: Our Technology, Ourselves    3 credits 
 Prof. W. Peek 

This course explores the representation of technology as created by artists from ancient Athens to the 21st century. Questions we will 
pursue: is technology the friend or foe of humanity? Will machines enable our perfection or enhance our flaws? Should our machines 
be more or less like us? 

 

Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40146 ENG100-K, COR: Border Stories: Transcultural Literature    3 credits 
 Prof. Dasgupta 

In many ways, globalization and technological advances have made the world a more open and interconnected place than ever 

before.  Yet around the world borders remain sites of contestation. The course asks two interrelated questions: how authors 

represent borders, and how the genres in which they work shape our understandings of the issues themselves. Topics include the 

ethics of dividing culture along ethnic, linguistic, and national lines on the one hand and the problems of the universalizing category of 

"the global" on the other. We will also examine the relationship between creative production and such topics as empire, 

travel/diaspora, translingualism, and literary reconfiguration. Readings may include works by Judith Butler, Michel Foucault, Arjun 

Appuadurai, Suketu Mehta, Suki Kim and Teju Cole. 

Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40147 ENG 100-M, COR: The Essay: Contemporary Voices     3 credits 
 Prof. M. Borushko 

We currently live in what James Wood has called "the golden age of the essay." In this section of English 100, we will study a diverse 
range of contemporary essayists, from those who practice compelling literary or creative nonfiction to those who write the most 
incisive cultural commentary.  

 

Only open to students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40710 ENG 100-N, COR: Wonderlands       3 credits 
 Prof. L. Scales 

A portal opens to another world: what wonders will we find there? In this course, we will travel down rabbit holes, through secret 
doorways, across borders, and back in time, encountering the stuff of dreams—and sometimes nightmares. Along the way, we will ask 
what these alternate realities tell us about our own world and our own imaginations. Texts may include: Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, J.M. Barrie’s Peter and Wendy, The Wachowskis’ The Matrix, Neil 
Gaiman’s Coraline, Hayao Miyazaki’s Spirited Away, Guillermo Del Toro’s Pan’s Labyrinth, Octavia Butler’s Kindred, and short works by 
Margaret Cavendish, Jorge Luis Borges, Ray Bradbury, and Adrienne Rich. 

 

Only open to First-Year Students that have not completed the Literature Cornerstone requirement. 
 

40148 ENG 123-A, FYS: “In Sickness and in Health”: Bodies in Literature   4 credits (First-Year Seminar) 
 Prof. H. Duncan 

This course presents an introduction to the study and appreciation of literature. Our thematic focus is the representation of human 
bodies in the works of poets, dramatists, novelists, and essayists at various significant moments in western cultural history. As we 
read some famous and influential literary texts alongside less familiar works, we will become acquainted with key concepts and 
methodologies employed in literary studies. We follow, more or less, a historical track and begin the semester with Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses, which set the standard for literary representations of the body, before turning to one of Shakespeare’s more 
obscure works, Titus Andronicus, a bloody revenge drama, Miss Evers’ Boys, a play about the infamous Tuskegee experiment, and 
finally Franz Kafka’s The Metamorphosis, a tale about a man who wakes one morning to find that he has turned into an insect. 
Midway through the course we will also read poetry by physicians and other health care workers. We examine films that deal with 
questions about human embodiment, but most of our time is devoted to the close reading of texts, to formulating arguments about 
literature, and to exploring methods of interpretation.  

 

Only open to students that have not completed the First-Year Seminar and Literature Cornerstone requirement.   


