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Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, April 27, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Hayley Bibaud ‘17, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Kristi Burkholder, Deb 
Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Doreen DelMonaco, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Paulo Fontes, Jessa Gagne, Bob 
MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Bridget O’Brien, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Greg Wolfe 

Excused:  Kim Cordeiro, Ellen Edgerton ‘17, Kathy Falcone, Sue Mooney, Geoff Smith, Tom McGrath, Kim 
Wheeler 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Cheryl Schnitzer. 

1. Meeting minutes for March 28th were approved. 

2. Vehicle Charging Stations – Bruce explained that only one dual charging station can be installed at 
the student/visitor lot at this time due to a lack of available power.  He proposed that one be 
installed in the MacPháidín or Chapel lot and add a second station in the Field House lot.  Bridget 
suggested that one be installed at the new Academic and Welcome Center lot.  Bruce will make 
sure a conduit is installed for this during construction. 

Craig mentioned the signage promoting sustainability efforts at Bentley University.  Our charging 
station signs should promote campus sustainability, and to park only while charging.  Bridget and 
Greg suggested a student worker design a sign for this purpose. 

Kristi asked about LEED certification for the Academic and Welcome Center.  Craig explained that 
while it is too late for that building, he has discussed this with the architects for the Business 
Building project. 

3. Earth Week Follow-up – There was a great team of coordinators and student volunteers, which 
extended beyond ENV students.  The overall student involvement was excellent with almost 500 
raffle entries throughout the week.  Approximately 350 re-used and new t-shirts were given away.  
The Trashion Show was a success, as was the campus clean-up event (despite the rain).  
Additionally, the week’s events prompted some great classroom conversations. 

Sodexo gave away reusable coffee containers, paper hearts containing seeds, and notecards from 
recycled materials.  They also held a Meatless Tuesday event and had a display promoting the 
purchase of local seafood. 

4. RecycleMania Update – Bob provided statistics for the eight week contest.  Our final numbers are 
consistent with last year’s, as shown in the cumulative chart below. 



Weekly 
Results  

Preseason Week  
(Not Cumulative) 

Regular Season Week  
(Cumulative) 

  Year 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Diversion  
weekly recycling rate (%) 

2017   17.90% 17.83% 19.12% 17.02% 19.83% 17.71% 17.98% 19.85% 

2016 9.20% 23.46% 21.17% 21.01% 20.80% 19.92% 20.84% 21.08% 20.83% 20.09% 

Per Capita Classic  
lbs/person 

2017   2.22 4.44 7.14 8.27 11.00 11.00 12.34 16.57 

2016 1.83 2.96 2.55 5.07 7.41 9.29 11.35 13.09 15.31 15.99 

Total Recycling  
lbs 

2017   6,576 13,178 21,221 24,679 32,599 32,782 36,895 49,369 

2016 5,572 9,185 7,918 15,781 23,113 29,046 35,358 40,794 47,782 49,943 

Food Organics  
lbs/person 

2017   0.05 0.10 0.17 0.24 0.24 0.30 0.38 0.46 

2016 0.01 0.07 0.07 0.14 0.22 0.30 0.32 0.37 0.46 0.50 

 

Stonehill’s cumulative GHG reduction is equivalent to 67 metric tons of CO2, or 13 cars off the 
road, or the energy consumption of six households. 

The combined recycling of all contest participants was 54 million lbs. vs. 37 million lbs. in 2016. 

Unfortunately Stonehill didn’t have a lot of student participation; this should be a student-
promoted initiative as it is on many other campuses. 

Bob and Bridget will discuss having our own recycling competition next fall, in addition to 
RecycleMania 2018. 

5. Smart Water Meters – The Town of Easton is changing out all of its water meters.  The new meters 
allow you to login to see your usage data and compare to prior months.  The meters also send 
automatic leak alerts via email.  So far, 41 or our 64 meters have been replaced with Smart 
Meters.   

6. Green Kits – Student volunteers (current sophomores or juniors) are needed to gather, assemble 
and distribute Green Kits to the incoming freshman class this summer.  Volunteers are allowed to 
move into their res. halls early at no extra charge.  Bridget will speak with her summer farmers, 
who may be interested. 

In past years the kits have included a reusable shopping bag, a warm/cool cup, a hand towel, a 
pen made from recyclable materials, laundry pods and an info sheet.  It was suggested that the 
info sheet include Earth Week information as well as green events, the Farm, the nature trail, 
Sheep Pasture, SEA, etc. 

7. Other Business –  

The to-go container return receptacles haven’t worked well at other schools.  We could try to put 
one in a residence hall.  A suggestion was made to the SGA to discontinue the use of to-go 
containers, but it was decided that we will begin the next year with 1,000 containers.  Further 
efforts will be made to try to change behavior with regard to returning them.  The Library drop-off 
box is being utilized.  Should RA’s have boxes in residence halls?  Andy will include a message 
asking students to consider leaving their containers upon moving out at the end of the year. 

FINE Summit – On April 6th, several students and staff members, including ESC members Bridget, 

Greg, Kathleen and Ellen, attended the Farm to Institute New England (FINE) Summit in 



Leominster to learn concrete ways to help the College meet our Real Food Challenge 

Commitment.  There is a follow-up meeting today to go over what was learned at the summit. 

The successes of last week’s Earth Week have prompted an additional Earth Week to be held next 

semester, during the week of September 18th.  This is a great opportunity to set the tone at the 

start of the new year.  Every department should participate in some way – advertising their own 

sustainability achievements and goals.  Bridget suggested that a template be created for 

departments to use for advertising their efforts.  Nicole suggested that printing usage statistics be 

posted near the library printers showing the significant decrease since print release stations were 

installed (# of reams or boxes of paper saved).  Announcements via social media is the key to 

getting student participation. 

Jessa shared her exciting news that she is expecting a baby boy in September =) 

8. Upcoming Events –  

April 29 Jamnesty  

April 29 People’s Climate March  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 


