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Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Hayley Bibaud ‘17, Craig Binney, Kristi Burkholder, Deb Carpenter, Nicole 
Casper, Kathy Falcone, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Paulo Fontes, Bob MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney, 
Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Kim Wheeler, Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Sue Mooney. 

1. Introductions were made for new attendees. 

2. Meeting minutes for February 28th were approved. 

3. Earth Week Events – Bridget discussed the schedule for the week of April 17th, which is as follows: 

 

Throughout the week there will be many opportunities to win an Earth Day 2017 t-shirt as well as 
daily prizes (gift cards and tickets to a Red Sox or Patriots game).  Volunteers will staff tables in the 
Commons during lunchtime to promote Stonehill’s Earth Week efforts.  Preferably these will be 
student leaders such as athletic team captains or student government members. 

Representatives from Solect Energy will be in the Commons on April 21st to discuss Stonehill’s 
solar installations. 

It was suggested that available electric vehicles be on display for people to check out.  This could 
be held in the SBA parking lot or on the quad or walkway. 



Greg suggested that each department advertise their own sustainability efforts by creating and 
hanging posters in their area.  He also recommended that there be a start-up event each 
September to start off the year with sustainability in mind. 

4. RecycleMania Update – This is the final week of RecycleMania.  Bob will provide our final numbers 
as soon as they become available, but he expects us to be at a recycling rate of ~20%. 

5. Coke Statistics – Greg provided us with statistics for campus vending sales.  Overall, Hill Card sales 
from vending machines are down 2%, which is a positive development sustainability-wise. 
However, if we include the Roche Commons machine purchases, which are on the Student Meal 
Plan and are tracked separately from vending sales, then our overall sales have gone up 7%. 
Bottled water is the most popular vended item by far, accounting for more than a third of all sales, 
despite efforts to place bottle fillers in the general area of vending machines.  Students are 
choosing to purchase bottled water instead of filling up re-usable containers. We need to market 
filling reusable water bottles over purchasing water in plastic bottles more effectively.   

Next semester there will be two Coca-Cola Freestyle vending machines installed on campus, 
offering many drink flavors.  These machines utilize filtered tap water.  People will be able to use 
their own reusable cups, and the drinks will be cheaper than purchasing bottles and cans. 

6. Printing & Laundry Initiatives – Since the print release stations were installed, printing appears to 
be down by approximately 30%.  Copier paper usage is down by approximately 50% compared to 
last year, representing a savings of over $12,000. 

During April there will be a contest to see which building can lower their average number of wash 
cycles per student for the month.  A Reading Day pizza party will be awarded to the winning 
residence hall. 

7. Other Business –  

Bridget mentioned that the tower garden has been returned to the Roche Dining Commons where 
it will be utilized by the dining staff. 

A discussion was held regarding the potential for Federal defunding and regulation changes 
relative to climate initiatives and the EPA.  A community conversation program could be 
introduced, similar to What’s Up Thursday, centering on these and other environmental concerns 
and their local impacts. 

8. Upcoming Events –  

April 22 (Earth Day) - Sue will be attending the March for Science in Washington D.C. 

April 29 - A bus is being arranged for anyone who wants to attend the People’s Climate March in 
Boston.   

The meeting concluded at 9:30 a.m. 


