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Welcome to the Stonehill College Sustainability Report 2015-2016.  This is the fifth annual 
report tracking progress toward the ambitious goals of Stonehill’s sustainability plan, A 
Sustainable Stonehill 2012-2018. 

Stonehill College is committed to promoting awareness of environmental issues in our 
community and around the world through community based learning, educational programs 
and events, and campus wide initiatives that encourage environmentally friendly practices 
among students, faculty and staff. By integrating the practice of sustainability into everyday life 
at Stonehill, students and graduates are able to think, act and lead with courage toward the 
creation of a more just, compassionate and sustainable world. 

This report illustrates the many initiatives undertaken campus-wide in Stonehill’s commitment 
to sustainability.  We hope you enjoy celebrating our successes and progress over the past year 
as you review this report. 

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/files/resources/2014-10-24-stonehill-sustainability-plan.pdf
http://www.stonehill.edu/files/resources/2014-10-24-stonehill-sustainability-plan.pdf


SUSTAINABILITY REPORT  2015-2016  

 

 

Page | 3 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ACROSS CAMPUS 4 

STUDENT SUSTAINABILITY GROUPS 5   

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 6 

EDUCATION 7 

ENERGY & CLIMATE 9 

FOOD & WATER 11 

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 12 

PROCUREMENT & GENERAL SERVICES 14 

TRANSPORTATION 15 

RECOGNITION 16 

EVENTS 17 

TIPS FOR MAKING OUR COMMUNITY MORE SUSTAINABLE 20 

  



SUSTAINABILITY REPORT  2015-2016  

 

 

Page | 4 
 

ACROSS CAMPUS 

Environmental Stewardship Council - The Environmental Stewardship Council is responsible for 
leading Stonehill’s sustainability efforts through its diversified membership that includes 
students, faculty members, and staff members representing each division of the College.  The 
ESC met seven times during the 2015-2016 academic year.  Click here for meeting minutes. 

Stonehill Goes Green - Stonehill Goes Green is a campus-wide initiative to promote 
environmental sustainability within the Stonehill community 
through policies and practices including recycling, efficient 
energy use, and waste reduction.  This effort is being guided by 
the Environmental Stewardship Council.  Detailed information can be found at 
www.stonehill.edu/green.  

Growing Climate Justice at Stonehill - In the fall of 2015, Stonehill embarked on a grassroots 
initiative called Growing Climate Justice at Stonehill, dedicating the 
next two academic years to a college-wide focus on justice and the 
environment.  A small ad-hoc group of faculty and staff, with the 
help of many others, have organized an exciting series of programs 

including films, an alumni environmental careers panel, and St. André Lecturer Carolyn Woo, 
President of Catholic Relief Services.  The idea for this initiative arose from 3 factors: Pope 
Francis’ 2015 environmental encyclical Laudato Si’, the 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, and the many Stonehill courses touching on environmental justice. 

Green Fund - In July 2012 the College began a Green Fund program which provides funding for 
student sustainability initiatives.  The volunteer Green Fund Committee consists of a student 
representative, a faculty member and the Energy Manager.  This year’s approved applications 
include refreshments for a solar energy panel discussion, fees for students to attend the New 
Directions in Environmental Law Conference at Yale University, participation prizes for a green 
dorm room survey, and partial funding of the Green Kits.   

Sustainability Fair - The Fair is held on the quad in the fall and spring each year to promote 
campus-wide sustainability initiatives and to encourage student involvement.  
Many student groups, including SEA, ENACTUS, Mindful Living, Food Truth, 
Eco Reps and SGA, as well as the Farm, Sodexo, Xerox and off-campus groups 
and vendors, set up informational displays on their sustainability efforts, 
often with entertainment and freebies.  This fall’s Fair was held on October 
2nd.  The spring Fair was held in conjunction with Jamnesty and Earth Day 
events on April 30th and was promoted as an outdoor music festival for social 
justice, with performances by students and outside bands. 

 

 

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/stonehill-goes-green/membership/
http://www.stonehill.edu/green
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STUDENT SUSTAINABILITY GROUPS 

Sustainability at Stonehill (an SGA Senate Focus Group) – This group looks at campus wide 
recycling, dining hall composting, and ways to reduce water usage.  This group has led the 
initiatives for filtered water bottle dispensers, multi-stream recycling bins, energy saving 
motion sensor lights, low flow faucets and shower heads and more. 

SGA Programming Eco-Rep – This individual is charged with brainstorming eco-friendly ideas to 
bring to campus and works to “greenify” existing programs. 

ENACTUS - The club promotes the awareness of business opportunities to address and solve 
problems by creating outreach projects that improve the quality of life and standard of 
living.  Their annual furniture fair reduces waste by reusing furniture that would otherwise be 
thrown away at the end of each year.   

Sustainable Living Community - Previously known as Mindful Living, this special interest house 
strives to develop a more environmentally conscious mindset in the college community. In 
alignment with Pope Francis’s Encyclical Laudato Si’, this residential community located within 
Commonwealth Courts engages students’ hearts and minds to do their part to conserve our 
Earth and protect its natural resources. Their aim is to increase participation in environmental 
awareness at Stonehill. Through programs, events, and their daily lifestyles, this community 
enables students to become environmental stewards in their own daily lives. 

Students for Environmental Action (SEA) - SEA serves to educate the campus community about 
different environmental issues on campus and around the world.  This group has undertaken 
many campus sustainability initiatives since its inception in 1989, including beginning the 
recycling program on campus. SEA’s current focus is organizing a bike sharing program. 

Eco Rep Class - This is a one-credit class designed to teach students how to promote campus 
sustainability and environmental stewardship through peer education.  

Food Truth (includes Real Food, Compost Team and No To-Go sub-committees) – Formed 
from the Food Politics Learning Community, this group focuses on all aspects surrounding the 
food system: production, purchasing, menu planning, composting and waste disposal. 

Green Execs - Leadership from environmental student groups meet four times per semester to 
inform one another about different sustainability initiatives that they are running on campus 
and to plan larger green events like the Sustainability Fair and Jamnesty. These meetings serve 
to increase awareness about the groups' events and increase community support and 
participation for their initiatives. 

 

Further information on these student groups can be found at www.stonehill.edu/offices-
services/stonehill-goes-green/green-student-groups. 

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/stonehill-goes-green/green-student-groups
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/stonehill-goes-green/green-student-groups
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The Farm at Stonehill - Using organic and sustainable methods, the Farm at Stonehill grows and 
distributes produce to local organizations to feed the needy and local families who lack access 
to affordable fruits and vegetables. The Farm has also been developed to enrich students’ 
academic endeavors, providing students with the opportunity to actively engage in social 
justice issues pertaining to food in neighboring communities.  The Farm continues to expand its 
sustainability efforts by planting permaculture and edible forest gardens, introducing Italian 
honey bees, constructing two hoop houses for extended growing seasons and hiring an 
outreach coordinator to coordinate volunteer groups and look for better ways to integrate the 
Farm’s work into the local community. 

Mobile Market - The Farm at Stonehill, through grants from Project Bread and the Vela 
Foundation, is furthering its mission with the launch of a Mobile 
Market.  In September 2015, The Farm began selling organic 
produce at or below market cost outside The Family Center at 
Community Connections of Brockton and the Trinity Baptist 
Church.  The Farm’s Mobile Market gives residents who do not 
live near grocery stores access to healthy eating options, and 

shares information about other efforts to increase wellness in the community. The Mobile 
Market partners with other organizations to offer cooking demonstrations, recipes, and 
nutritional information to visitors. 

Farm Fridays - During the growing season, volunteer hours at the Farm at Stonehill are held 
every Friday.  Members of our community are invited to volunteer to help grow, harvest and 
deliver vegetables to our partners in Brockton. 

Green Schools - In June 2013 Jessa Gagne was elected to the board of directors for Green 
Schools of Massachusetts (http://projectgreenschools.org/).  Green Schools is a nonprofit 
whose mission is to lessen environmental impacts, conserve resources and educate the next 
generation of environmental stewards.  The organization works in connection with a national 
network of Green Schools.  Jessa’s primary contribution to the organization is assisting with the 
development of the Green Schools Annual Summit and streamlining the registration process of 
their events with an online registration system.  

Project Bread's Walk for Hunger - The Farm at Stonehill organized a team for this 48th annual 
event which was held in Boston on May 1st.  The Walk for Hunger allows tens of thousands of 
people to show their unified commitment to ending hunger in Massachusetts and walk 
together, making a powerful statement about their shared commitment to helping people in 
need. 

 

 

  

http://www.projectbread.org/
http://www.velafoundation.org/
http://www.velafoundation.org/
http://www.stonehill.edu/community-global-engagement/the-farm-at-stonehill/
http://projectgreenschools.org/
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EDUCATION 

Green Announcements – The Environmental Stewardship Council sends a monthly "Green Tip" 
to Stonehill students, faculty, and staff via e-mail to highlight important sustainability efforts on 
and off campus and to suggest simple ways in which members of the Stonehill community can 
help reduce our impact on the environment. The objective is to raise overall campus awareness 
of environmental issues and demonstrate how easy it can be to make a difference. 

Green Kits - For the third year, Stonehill’s incoming freshmen (class of 2019) received Green 
Kits at their orientation to help instill environmental behavior and values.  The kits contained 
reusable to-go containers, drink tumblers, rescued paper 
notepads, individual recycling bins, laundry detergent pods, hot 
drink to-go cups, hand towels, pens made from recycled 
cardboard, reusable grocery bags and information on good green 
practices for campus living.  The 650+ kits were organized and 
prepared by student volunteers.  This program is well received 
and will continue for the class of 2020.  

BioBlitz – In October, under the leadership of Biology Professor Nicholas Block, 50+ students 
and faculty members joined with advanced science students from Brockton High School for the 
first ever BioBlitz at Stonehill.  By identifying approximately 300 plant and animal species on 
campus, the project has established a biodiversity baseline, something which can be built on in 
the future and can drive lesson plans in biology and environmental courses. 

Water Learning Community Final Presentations – This fall, students from Principles of 
Environmental Science and Environmental Policy & Politics were charged with trying to improve 
water usage on campus, and on December 8th they gave their final presentations.  The four 
presentation topics included ‘Reducing Stonehill’s Water Footprint through Sustainably Raised 
Beef’, ‘Decreasing the Amount of Single-Use Water Bottles Students Consume on Campus’, 
‘Wetlands Protection’ (around O’Hara Pond), and ‘Reduction of Outdoor Water Use at Stonehill 
College’ (conservation through creative landscaping).  The Environmental Stewardship Council 
served as the “client” for the students’ research. 

Campuses for Environmental Stewardship (CES) – During the fall of 2015, five Stonehill College 
faculty members took part in the CES grant program.  Faculty and students came together 
around issues and themes of environmental justice, completing in-class projects, attending 
group workshops and events, and working with The Farm at Stonehill and other community 
partners.  Topics included environmental stewardship, environmental justice, ecofeminism, 
ecological footprints and understanding how lifestyle choices affect environmental health, 
recycling and reuse of materials, sustainable human activity, and water usage. 

Final Conversations: Projects Linking Sustainability and The Farm – In December, the Stonehill 
community was invited to hear students share about their semester long projects of how 
sustainability is woven into the following disciplines at The Farm: Visual Arts, Political Science, 
Environmental Science, Sustainable Agriculture, Ecology and Feminism.  Local, fresh and 
sustainably produced cuisine were enjoyed by attendees. 
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Jessa Gagne, guest lecturer in Principles of Environmental Sciences – Jessa Gagne, Stonehill’s 
Energy Manager, spoke to Professor Kerri Mullen’s classes where she discussed what an energy 
manager is, reasons for sustainability (social, operational effectiveness, fiscal), energy 
conservation projects completed on campus, project payback periods, utility incentive funding, 
energy and water reduction goals for the College, and what students can do to reduce their 
energy consumption while they live on campus and continue doing after they graduate. 

Campus Sustainability Project Presentations - In April, students gave their final presentations.  
Topics included Lighting, Green Offices/Labs, The Hill, Recycling, Big Belly, Food Waste, Hand 
Drying at the Sports Complex, Dunkin Donuts, Paper, Sustainability Survey and Green Dorm 
Rooms. 

Sustainability Learning Outcomes - In 2015, Stonehill College graduated 19 Environmental 
major and/or minor students.  Additionally, it has been determined that the College offers over 
45 sustainability-related courses ranging from Environmental Geology to Water Resource 
Management to Food Politics. 

  



SUSTAINABILITY REPORT  2015-2016  

 

 

Page | 9 
 

ENERGY & CLIMATE 

Energy Efficiency Initiatives - Thanks to recent upgrades, we are reducing consumption of 
natural gas & electricity while cutting costs.   

In 2016, an energy conservation project that included direct digital controls was completed in 
Villa Theresa. This residence hall was selected because it has electric heat that is completely 
occupant controlled, which means occupants can set the heat to 85F regardless of the outside 
or indoor air temperature. A review of the daily electrical use compared with the daily heating 
load showed that there was excessive consumption. Direct digital controls were added to each 
zone, which enable occupants to select a maximum zone temperature setpoint of 74F. The heat 
is also disabled when the outside air is above 65F. The building is now able to be scheduled 
unoccupied, which lowers the zone temperature setpoints to 60F. The total cost of the project 
was $112,225, which was reduced by $40,000 due to incentive funding from National Grid. The 
project is expected to save the College 142,704 kilowatt-hours annually, which equates to 
$20,000 at current rates. 

Sustainability Internship Program - What began as a work study position in January 2013 
became Stonehill’s sustainability internship program.  This program provides interested 
students the opportunity to support the research, planning and implementing of sustainability 
projects and initiatives on campus.  Student interns work actively with the Energy Manager on 
projects that enhance the College’s commitment to sustainability.  Responsibilities, which are 
listed below, are based on each student’s interests and skills. 

 Conduct research associated with implementing sustainability initiatives. 

 Create outreach and education documents for sustainability projects and initiatives.  

 Assist with the development of Stonehill’s sustainability website. 

 Work on the College’s sustainability plan. 

 Complete energy audits of buildings and assist with the commissioning of energy 
management systems.  

 Utilize Energy Star’s Portfolio Manager to benchmark building energy and water usage. 

 Collect and track metrics related to the College’s carbon footprint. 

Solar Installations - In addition to the 2.7 megawatts solar field at the David Ames Clock Farm 
and the pole buildings’ rooftop solar panels that were installed in 
2014, new rooftop solar panels installed on the Sally Blair Ames field 
house became fully operational this spring. The anticipated annual 
production of this latest installation is 367,600 kilowatt-hours, which 
equates to approximately $352,000 over the course of the 20 year 
contract. 
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LED light bulb exchange – In November, in collaboration with Mass Save and Graybar Electric, 
the Environmental Stewardship Council held a campus-wide LED light bulb exchange.  A total of 
262 bulbs were exchanged, and the old bulbs that were turned in were recycled. 

Carbon Offsets - Stonehill College was one of the first three schools to join the Lighten the Load 
program with MacGray Campus Solutions in 2008; its initial year.  On Stonehill’s behalf, in 2008 
MacGray purchased a ten-year carbon offset certificate to offset the unavoidable 
CO2 emissions derived from laundry machine usage on campus.  Stonehill is proud to be part of 
a growing program that annually offsets 15,970,467.11 pounds of CO2 or 7,697.75 tons per 
year. 
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FOOD & WATER 

Real Food Campus Commitment - With the signing of the Real Food Campus 
Commitment in April 2014, the College seeks to increase its procurement of 
real food, namely local/community-based, fairly traded, ecologically sound 
and humane food. By 2020, the goal is to have 20 percent or more of our 
food purchases real food. With a tremendous amount of assistance from 
Sodexo, the student group Food Truth continues to work hard on this initiative 
using the Real Food calculator.  

Dining Services - Stonehill recycles over 90% of all cardboard, metal, and cooking oil from the 
Dining Commons.   

Where applicable in season, Sodexo, our food service provider, requires local sourcing including 
dairy, fruit and vegetables. We estimate 15% of our fruits and vegetables come from local 
sourcing, which can expand to 30% during the northeast growing season.  Sodexo and the Food 
Truth group are working together to meet the Real Food Campus Commitment - 20% real food 
by 2020, which the College signed on to in April of 2014.   

The College has voluntarily ended all bulk water purchases, and makes bottle fillers and water 
fountains available for free at all eating venues.  All coffee products in the main cafe are Fair 
Trade certified and Fair Trade coffee beans are processed locally.  The Dining Services menu 
cycle includes several items featuring locally grown and processed meat products.  In 2015, 
Dining Services defaulted to cage-free produced eggs only, and all dairy comes from locally 
sourced farms in New England.  Reusable containers for to-go orders were introduced in 2011, 
along with other initiatives to reduce to-go packaging, and we have reduced annual usage of 
plastic containers by 5%.  Additionally, in 2015, the College switched their single-use to-go 
containers from plastic to a recycled, compostable container.  The College also provides a $.10 
per cup savings for students using reusable hot or cold drinking cups at all eating venues on 
campus as an extra incentive for using reusable cups.   

Working with our vendors and campus resources, Dining Services has reduced our waste to far 
below recent requirements for organic waste disposal standards set by the Mass DEP.  Sodexo 
also utilizes a Lean Path-style production, which focuses on removing waste in food prep areas.  

Meatless Mondays - Dining Services provides a Meatless Monday program, offering many 
meatless options to aid students in this commitment and to highlight the benefits of a non-
meat diet.  Additionally, daily vegan options are offered. 
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REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 

Recycling – Recycling for the year amounted to 143 tons, which is a rate of 18.7% of all campus 
waste.  The single stream recycling program continues to be successful campus-wide.  
Additionally, there are four bins located throughout the campus for the proper recycling of ink 
cartridges, batteries, CD’s, small electronic devices and unbroken light bulbs.  

Composting - In the fall of 2012, the College’s Dining Services began its composting program in 
the Roche Dining Commons, with a student led group on hand for instruction.  Since then, the 
program has expanded to include all pre-and post-served green waste from our three largest 
dining venues, as well as coffee grounds from Dining Services and our on-campus Dunkin 
Donuts.  Also, new this year is a compost bin located outside at Commonwealth Courts.  
Approximately 100 pounds of food scraps are collected each day (~18,000 pounds per year) and 
delivered to the Farm to be used as compost.   

RecycleMania - Over an eight week period each February-March Stonehill participates in 
RecycleMania, a friendly competition for college and university recycling programs to promote 
waste reduction activities on their college campus.  During this year’s competition, 
approximately 275 colleges and universities nationwide recovered 37,633,366 pounds of 
organic and recyclable materials.  In the Grand Champion category, Stonehill recycled 20.09% of 
all our waste.  For the Per Capita category, Stonehill recycled the 
equivalent of 15.99 lbs. of material/person.  In the Gorilla competition, 
Stonehill recycled a total of 49,943 lbs. of materials during the eight 
week competition.  In the new Food Service Organics category, 
Stonehill recycled the equivalent of .50 lb. per person.  

Grab the Green Week - During one week in November and in April, Dining Services suspends 
the use of all clear non-reusable to-go containers, and only green reusable to-go containers are 
available.  The Compost Committee educates students on sustainability, showing how to get by 
without using disposable containers.   

Clip Exchange - In 2016, Food Truth introduced a clip exchange program for green to-go 
containers.  Students can drop off their dirty containers at several convenient campus locations 
in exchange for an easy to carry “eco-clip”, which enables them to receive their next meal in a 
clean reusable container at the Commons, The Hill or Ace’s Place at their convenience.  An 
informative student-produced video can be viewed here. 

ENACTUS Furniture Fair - In August 2015 ENACTUS students held their 5th annual furniture fair.  
At the end of each spring semester, ENACTUS students travel from dorm to dorm collecting 
donations such as refrigerators, TVs, bed risers, lamps, and other small pieces of dormitory 
furniture from other students to be cleaned, and re-sold to the incoming freshman class on 
move-in day.  This fundraiser also reduces waste by reusing furniture as well as donating items 
to My Brother's Keeper. 

Furniture – The Purchasing Department stores used furniture which is available for use 
throughout the campus instead of buying new, and they also provide used furniture to local 
schools and non-profits. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8HRep5_YLU&list=PL7SFqZqUhLTBI0RX6KPmUXcNPNJiFEbDchttps://www.travelocity.com/Flights-Search?mode=search&paandi=true&leg1=from%3ABOS%2Cto%3ASTL%2Cdeparture%3A08%2F26%2F2016TANYT&passengers=children%3A0%2Cadults%3A1%2Cseniors%3A0%2Cinfantinlap%3AY&trip=roundtrip&OLACID=AFF.TRAVELOCITY-US.SRCOMP.WAYFARE.FLIGHT-CHECK-RATES-FRONT-DOOR-TIER1.FLIGHT&leg2=from%3ASTL%2Cto%3ABOS%2Cdeparture%3A08%2F29%2F2016TANYT&options=cabinclass%3Aeconomy%2Csortby%3Aprice&
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Textbook rentals - The College Bookstore, operated by Follett, actively promotes textbook 
rentals, allowing the same books to be reused year after year.  Book rental sales have 
significantly increased over the last few years. Textbook buy-back is promoted as students leave 
campus for semester breaks which helps increase the re-use of books within the Follett 
bookstore system, reducing the need for new books.  
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PROCUREMENT & GENERAL SERVICES 

Print Services – This year the College embarked on an ambitious program to reduce print 
volumes and paper usage. A simple verification process for student printing led to a 25% 
reduction in student print volume, and a new chargeback process helped reduce faculty and 
administrative printing by 15%.  We have plans to reduce that percentage further in 2017.  

The College is standardized on an FSI Certified eucalyptus paper. All Xerox and HP printing 
equipment are now Energy Star rated. The College significantly changed the printer inventory 
and switched over 30 machines to Xerox Color Cube hard ink technology with reduced toner 
waste and energy requirements.  

This spring the Purchasing Department sampled a 30% post recycled waste copy paper at 

multiple locations across campus, receiving mixed reviews.  Their plan is to re-test the paper 

during the summer months to see if increased humidity has an effect on it.  The hope is to be 

able to use this paper regularly in specific areas throughout campus.  The cost is essentially the 

same as our current copy paper. 

Office Supplies - Working with WB Mason, we have been promoting on line ordering, and non-
paper orders is well above the 90% mark. The College also uses online monthly summary billing 
and history for all orders, removing thousands of paper invoices annually.  WB Mason recycles 
all packaging materials used for furniture at the College.  

Laundry - The College began a contest within the residence halls by measuring the wash/dry 
cycles per student, which will serve as the basis for an annual contest that will reward the 
residence hall having the greatest reduction in cycles/student.   

The College uses Energy Star rated washers, and by contract the vendor purchases carbon 
offsets equal to the amount of energy used by dryers during the course of the school year.  

The College continuously promotes the use of cold water washes, and limited detergents, 
reducing hot water and energy usage.  

Furniture - Stonehill has standardized on Residence Hall bedroom furniture with New England 
Woodcraft which is MAS Certified Green.  

Controller’s Office paper reduction – Several initiatives were introduced this year which 
significantly reduced the amount of paper in the College’s AP system. The number of electronic 
(ACH) payments increased by over 30%, saving on cost of producing and mailing checks. 

All A/P documents are now scanned and maintained, reducing paper and storage needs. 

A new procurement card and expense reporting system was introduced this year using Bank of 
America’s Works application.  This process is completely paperless, using scanned receipts and 
an online approval process. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Bikeshare Program - Students for Environmental Action are finalizing the details for a campus 
bike share program which will allow participants to borrow a bike for fossil-free transportation 
on and off campus.  Locks and helmets will be provided.  The SEA expects to have this program 
up and running during 2016. 

 

  



SUSTAINABILITY REPORT  2015-2016  

 

 

Page | 16 
 

RECOGNITION 

Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships (NEEP) - In 2015 National Grid recognized Stonehill 
College with a Northeast Business Leaders for Energy Efficiency Award. Through NEEP, the 
region’s top utilities select a business customer for the award, which recognizes leadership and 
best practices in energy efficiency. With the opening of a major solar field in 2014 and other 
projects such as the installation of 1,045 solar panels on the roof of the Sports Complex, 
Stonehill is at the cutting-edge of solar energy.  Partnering with National Grid over the past four 
years has greatly increased the level of incentive funding awarded to the College, which allows 
us to complete more energy conservation projects, saving 1.4 million kilowatt-hours annually, 
as well as nearly $175,000 in energy costs. 

Princeton Review Rating - The Princeton Review has been surveying the green practices of 
higher education institutions for several years and assigning Green Ratings based on the current 
year’s survey.  In 2012 Stonehill College received a rating of 73.  In 2013 our score improved 
substantially to 84, and in 2014 our score improved yet again to 89.  In 2015 our score is a very 
respectable 88.  Based on Princeton Review’s rating criteria, Stonehill College has been included 
in their publication The Princeton Review’s Guide to Green Colleges in 2014 and 2015. 

Natural Resource Trust Award – In November, Stonehill’s Environmental Sciences & Studies 
Program was awarded the Elise Ames Parker Friend of Conservation Award which honors an 
individual or group that has made significant contributions to the support of conservation.  The 
Program, led by Professor Sue Mooney, has long maintained close ties with the NRT of Easton, 
where interns and classes have been hosted, and several Stonehill faculty and administrators 
have served on its Board of Directors. 

STARS Silver Rating - Upon submitting our application on Earth Day, April 22, 2016, Stonehill 
College earned a STARS Silver Rating in recognition of its sustainability 
achievements from the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education (AASHE). STARS, the Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment & Rating System measures and encourages sustainability in all 
aspects of higher education.  

Stonehill’s Sustainability Plan, published in 2014, set goals of achieving a STARS Bronze Rating in 
2015, followed by the STARS Silver Rating in 2018. By the fall of 2015, the College had earned a 
score well above what was needed to obtain a bronze rating and also very close to achieving a 
silver rating. Therefore, the College chose to wait and submit the survey at the silver level. 
Completing the application and providing the required documentation to achieve this goal 
required an extensive review of Stonehill’s sustainability efforts in academics, engagement, 
operations, purchasing, and governance. The final report is over 200 pages and is publically 
available on the AASHE website.  It took one year to pull all of the information together and 
complete the survey. Input from many departments throughout the College was required. 
These departments include Operations, Facilities Management, Institutional Research & 
Assessment, Purchasing, IT, Academics, Intercultural Affairs, Human Resources, and the Mission 
Office. The rating expires in 3 years; therefore, the Office of Sustainability will begin this process 
again in 2018.  

http://www.stonehill.edu/files/resources/2014-10-24-stonehill-sustainability-plan.pdf
https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/stonehill-college-ma/report/2016-04-22/
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EVENTS 

Kevin Minoli, Principal Deputy General Counsel, EPA - Growing Climate Justice at 
Stonehill held its premiere event on September 3rd.  Guest speaker Kevin Minoli’s 
presentation was entitled “Climate Justice and Current Issues at the EPA”.  

Solect Energy - Scott Howe, a senior vice president at Solect Energy, met with a 
group of interested students on September 21st to discuss Stonehill’s current and future solar 
installations.  This student group will be working to help alleviate concerns surrounding the 
inconveniences anticipated during the solar canopy installations. 

St. Francis Pledge Events: 

 “Caring for Our Common Home” - This year’s St. Francis Pledge event, based on the 
Catholic Climate Covenant’s program, was held on September 29th.  The film was 
followed by a facilitated discussion on steps you can take based on Catholic Social 
Teaching, and how to understand and apply Pope Francis’s encyclical on ecology and 
climate change.  The encyclical titled Laudato Si' is translated as “Praised Be: On the 
Care of our Common Home." 

 In October, in honor of the Feast of Saint Francis, the College rededicated itself to the 
Pledge of Saint Francis with President Denning following his predecessor, President 
Cregan, in signing the pledge, showing the College’s increased commitment to the 
environment in solidarity with Pope Francis’s groundbreaking 
encyclical. 

 In celebration of St. Francis, the patron saint of ecology and 
animals, the College held a Blessing of the Pets event at Alumni 
Hall on October 4th.  

Solar Day of Action – On October 21st and November 19th, events were held to increase 
awareness surrounding efforts for Massachusetts to get at least 20% of our energy from solar 
power by 2025.  To help build grassroots support, attendees were asked to contact their 
elected officials to urge them to support solar power, specifically solar cap-related Bills S1770 
and H2852. 

Dave Gracer, Entomophagist – On October 23rd, World Edible Insect Day, this presenter 
advocated that bugs have a wide potential to help humanity with 
sustainable and nutritious food.  They are high in protein and are generally 
more sustainable and environmentally friendly than other animal proteins.  
Also, bugs may be a solution to the many threats against our food supply 
(GMO’s, overfishing, erosion, fertilizer shortages and climate change).  An 
insect cooking competition was held between faculty and students.  This 

event was supported by a faculty grant from the Davis Educational Foundation.   

USDA’s National Food Day - On October 24th, an educational event concerning non-GMO foods 
was held. 
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Joseph Aldy, Assoc. Professor of Public Policy at Harvard Kennedy School of Government - On 
October 26th, the Political Science Department and the Martin Institute 
welcomed the former Special Assistant to President Obama on Energy and 
Environmental Policy.  Professor Aldy discussed the upcoming UN Climate 
Change Conference, explaining that it is the most significant opportunity to 
date for countries around the world to confront the increasing threat of 
global warming. He also discussed the international politics and obstacles 

inherent in such international agreements.  

Fall Harvest Fest for Foodies – Presented by Food Truth on October 30th, fall treats from local 
vendors were enjoyed, while supporting the 20% Real Food initiative. 

“Down to Earth” Calo Gallery Exhibition, Reception and Artist Panel – Held on November 13th, 
this event showcased an artistic take on how the relationship between the earth and its 
inhabitants is deteriorating.  

Campus Climate Commitment – On November 16th, ahead of the UN 
Climate Change Conference, Stonehill College was among more than 200 
colleges and universities to sign the White House’s American Campus Act 
on Climate Pledge to demonstrate support for strong international 
climate action.  Stonehill specifically pledged to: 

 Double our solar production on campus from 2.7 MW (20% of our electricity use) to at 

least 5.4 MW.  

 Undertake a comprehensive review of our policies, practices, plans and goals campus-

wide to lower our carbon footprint and our support of the carbon-fueled economy in as 

many ways as possible. 

 Expand our educational efforts on climate change action to reach every person on 

campus and beyond our borders as well, engaging our neighbors and our political 

leaders. 

Divestment Panel Discussion – Held at the Martin Institute on November 17th, a panel of 
speakers with varying perspectives discussed the concept of Stonehill College, and colleges and 
universities in general, divesting from companies in their endowment portfolios that produce 
fossil fuels that contribute to climate change.  Moderated by Fr. Jim Lies, the speakers included 
Prof. Juliet Schor (Dept. of Sociology, Boston College) and Prof. Sean Mulholland (Dept. of 
Economics, Stonehill College). 

Impact Investing Panel Discussion – On November 20th, five of Stonehill’s senior leadership 
team attended the "Shamrock Series Dean's Breakfast” in Boston, which was hosted by the 
University of Notre Dame Mendoza College of Business.  The discussion centered on Invest with 
Values, a trusted resource for investors learning to align their money and values in ways that 
generate financial return along with positive social and environmental change. 
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Film screening “Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret” – On February 15th this 
film was shown and followed by a discussion with local farmers who grow meat 
and vegetables in our community.  The film highlights how animal agriculture is 
the leading cause of deforestation, water consumption and pollution yet it goes 
on almost entirely unchallenged. 

Environmental Sciences and Studies Career Night – This event was held on 
February 15th for students considering graduate school or working in an environmental field.  
The event consisted of a roundtable discussion and networking opportunities focused on 
professional life after Stonehill.  Speakers included Cindy Chu - GIS Specialist at Mass Dept. of 
Transportation, Nicole Crescimanno - Program Coordinator for Climate Science, Awareness and 
Solutions at Columbia University's Earth Science Institute, Richelle Records - Middle School 
Science Teacher at Community Charter School in Cambridge, and Patrick Dempsey '13 - Health, 
Safety, and Environmental Associate at Genzyme/Sanofi. 

Saint André Lecture “I Am Climate Change” – On March 1st, Dr. Carolyn Woo, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Catholic Relief Services, explored climate change in 
the context of the recent groundbreaking environmental encyclical from Pope 
Francis. This free event, held at the Martin Institute, was co-sponsored by the 
Holy Cross Family Ministries and was open to the public. 

“We Are Climate Change” - On March 14th a panel discussion was held as a 
follow-up to Dr. Woo’s lecture “I Am Climate Change”.  Moderated by Professor 

Sue Mooney, panelists included Professor Karen Burkholder, Professor Peter Beisheim, Greg 
Wolfe, Alex Steele ’19 and Abbi Cerezo ’16.  Attendees received a pot, soil and a sunflower seed 
saved from last year’s sunflowers at The Farm. 

Film screening “Merchants of Doubt” – On March 29th, as part of the Growing 
Climate Justice film series, a screening was held for this film about a handful of 
scientists who have obscured the truth on issues ranging from tobacco smoke 
to global warming; how people are able to stop us from believing in 
inconvenient science.  A brief introduction was provided by Communications 
Professor Anne Mattina.  

Second Annual Trashion Show – This fashion show was held on April 21st to promote ecology 
on campus.  Students designed clothing made out of recycled materials or "trash".  This event, 
held at Brother Mikes, was sponsored by Food Truth. 
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TIPS FOR MAKING OUR COMMUNITY MORE SUSTAINABLE 

 

1  Turn off lights and computers when not in use 

2  Adjust temperature set points 

3  Carpool, ride a bike and walk 

4  Unplug idle phone chargers and other phantom plugs 

5  Avoid taking the elevator; use the stairs instead 

6  Reduce consumption and waste, reuse things and recycle 

7   Print double-sided and reuse single-sided pages 

8  Use fuel-efficient and hybrid cars versus gas guzzlers 

9  Use ENERGY STAR appliances and electronics 

10  Do not allow vehicles to idle for more than 5 minutes - 

It’s the law! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


