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Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Tuesday, November 1, 2016 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Hayley Bibaud, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Kristi Burkholder, Deb Carpenter, 
Nicole Casper, Doreen DelMonaco, Ellen Edgerton, Kathy Falcone, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Jessa Gagne, Bob 
MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney, Bridget O’Brien, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Alex Steele, Emily 
Van Auken, Kim Wheeler, Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for October 4th were approved. 

2. AASHE Campus Sustainability Literacy Test – An international sustainability literacy test 
(sulitest.org) is available through AASHE.  This test is free to students but costs approximately 
$3000 to customize.  This is a learning tool – it asks questions, then teaches, then re-tests to 
measure outcomes.  It would be helpful if AASHE would share other college’s surveys with us.  
There is a lot of European terminology used, so perhaps there is a different test we could use.  
Stonehill students participated in a sustainability survey in their residence halls last year. 

Greg recommends that a student/staff group be formed (Emily, Jessa, Bridget and Greg) to 
coordinate the tests – one for staff and one for students – that focus on behavior change.  The 
group will target testing next fall’s freshmen, creating a baseline, and they will update the ESC as 
their plans progress. 

3. General Education Outcomes – Kristi plans to discuss outcomes at the next General Education 
Committee meeting.  She will suggest adding wording to recognize sustainability as an outcome. 

4. Clean Plate Program – Michelle from Waste Management was recently on campus to educate the 
community on food waste.  She was encouraged by the plates she observed, which may be partly 
due to how our meal plan works. 

There is a lot of misinformation about what can be recycled or composted, e.g., plastic ware.  
Michelle has lots of ideas and is willing to return for further education, but she states “when in 
doubt, throw it out” so as not to contaminate the recycled or composted bins.  She is also 
interested in assisting us with RecycleMania this winter.   

Bob will arrange for Michelle to meet with an interested student group in order to put together 
marketing materials for a future food waste/composting event. 

Kathleen stated that Sodexo’s products can be changed wherever feasible, to help with this 
initiative. 

Greg inquired about industrial composting through Waste Management.  Bob explained that we 
get charged for contaminated recycling; the same would happen with composting. 

5. Outdoor Lighting Project Update – The LED lighting project is nearly complete, with almost all of 
the campus’s 494 outside lights converted to LED.  This initiative will save Stonehill 480,000 kWh 
each year.  The total cost of the project was $315,000, but half of the cost was covered by the 
utility company.  The balance will be spread out on our monthly bills.  Our annual savings will be 
$70,000 to $80,000. 



In addition to the LED retrofits, all of the lights’ acrylic panels were replaced to provide sufficient 
lighting while hiding the LED bulbs. 

6. Solar Parking Canopies Update – The project began in mid-October.  It is behind schedule but must 
meet a January 8th deadline to be substantially complete.  Under decking panels can still be 
installed after that date.  Craig and Bruce have met with the SGA several times to discuss how this 
project affects student parking and have provided alternative parking areas. 

The current plan includes installing three electric charging stations in the Student/Visitor lot and 
three additional charging stations in the Sally Blair Ames lot.  Sue suggested that signs be installed 
indicating that the spaces are only to be used while charging. 

The green silt socks laid out along Colonial Court and Boland are required by Easton’s conservation 
committee for the trench that will be dug to connect the Student/Visitor lot to the National Grid 
transformer. The digging is expected to occur around Thanksgiving time. 

7. Stop the Drop Contest Update – As usual, freshmen seem to be responding best – especially Corr 
Hall.  Andy expects that Corr Hall or Holy Cross Center will have the greatest decrease in water 
usage.  The contest concluded on October 31st and results will be reported once available. 

Greg suggested that administrative buildings be encouraged to report drips, with signage for 
faculty and staff. 

8. Real Food Challenge Discussion – Currently Food Truth and other student volunteers are working 
on the Real Food calculator, and once baseline data is available, the College can look to purchase 
different products to meet the Real Food criteria – local, fair, sustainable, and humane.  We could 
learn best practices from other institutions – possibly through a summit if one is offered.  One 
factor to keep in mind is that meal plan costs need to remain reasonable.  Possibly the more costly 
real food could be labeled, allowing students to make the choice themselves.  Kathleen shared 
that students are willing to pay more for locally sourced burgers but not for certain other local 
items.   

It was suggested that the College hire a paid intern for the Real Food calculator work, which will 
need to be performed twice per year.  A Green Fund application has been submitted.  Also, Sue 
will request funds from the ENV program budget but is unlikely to be granted given that the entire 
budget is $5,000. 

Sodexo remains committed to the College’s pledge, but it would be ideal if real food were 
identified through brokers.  Several members were surprised that lists are not available from Real 
Food or from the colleges already participating.  This is a very complicated initiative. 

9. Other Business –  

Green Fund – Ellen volunteered to serve on the Green Fund Committee when Alex has to abstain 
from an application decision. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9:40 a.m. 


