
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, February 25, 2016 
3:30 p.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Bruce Boyer, Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Kim Cordeiro, Kathy Falcone, 
Jessa Gagne, Tony Martucci, Sue Mooney, Paul Ricci, Maura Tyrrell, Emily Van Auken, Kim Wheeler, Greg 
Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 3:30 p.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for January 28th were approved. 

2. Solar Canopies – Jessa provided an update.  In early February the Massachusetts Department of 
Energy Resources reached its cap for applications for SREC II (Solar Renewable Energy 
Certificates), which we were applying for.  Applications are now being reviewed, and we are 
waiting to hear whether or not our application will be approved.  If we are not approved, we will 
have to wait for the next opportunity. 

3. RecycleMania – Bruce provided an update.  We are currently in our third week of this contest, 
which runs through April 2nd.  After two full weeks, we are recycling at 20%.  Bob is working with 
SEA members on this initiative, and results will be shared at its completion. 

4. Recycled Paper Research – Greg is currently testing a 30% recycled copy paper.  Our current 
Blizzard (eucalyptus) paper is 20 lbs., 97% brightness.  This recycled paper is 20 lbs., 92% 
brightness.  The Document Center uses 22 lb. paper.  Greg has received feedback from those who 
are testing the paper.  The Controller’s office feels that it is too dark to read some of their typical 
copies such as check copies.  The Document Center has experienced more equipment jams.  Greg 
would like to test it again in the summer with the increased humidity.  Greg may recommend that 
the larger use copiers use the Blizzard paper; however, it may be too difficult for WB Mason to 
deliver different paper to different locations throughout campus.  Sue’s class is assisting Greg with 
this research. 

5. Other Business –  

 Greg explained that to-go container usage is up this year versus last:   

  1/1/15–2/25/15  23,413 

  1/1/16–2/25/16  26,990 (an average of 13/student in an eight-week period) 

 Sodexo switched to recyclable containers this year, although they don’t easily fit into the 
recycle bins. 

 The new clip exchange program for green to-go containers is getting minimal use so far.  An 
entertaining, educational video has been produced and will hopefully be distributed 
throughout the Stonehill community.  

 The No To-Go campaign will take place this spring.  This event should be held every semester. 

 Bruce mentioned that Facilities is sending out an RFP for trash hauling, recycling and 
compostable waste with the hope of further improving our services. 



 Sue’s students have broken out into the following teams this semester: 

Food Waste - how to donate 

Spoco Waste  

Certification of Green Dorms 

Certification of Green Offices 

Recycled Copy Paper 

Sustainability Literacy Survey 

Dunkin Donuts Waste 

Big Belly Waste Stations 

Paper & Plastic Waste from the Hill 

Bottle Recycling 

Lighting 

 Tony provided an update on the Bikeshare program.  They are finalizing the details, i.e., bike 
check-out location, account set up, $ pool for repairs.  Paul mentioned that there is space in 
the shed for bike storage. 

 Greg pointed out UMASS Amherst’s successful residential compost pilot program, which was 
highlighted in the EPA’s recent WasteWise and Food Recovery Challenge email that he shares 
with the group. 

 Greg discussed the need for backup laundry equipment at Colonial and Commonwealth 
courts.  New machines would require less water and less drying time. 

Additionally, according to our Mac-Gray representative, installing card readers would cost 
$1200/machine at 47 locations, an exorbitant cost at this time. 

6. Events - 

 February 15th screening of “Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret” – This film screening was 
followed by a discussion with local farmers who grow meat and vegetables in our community.   

 March 1st at 7 pm “I am Climate Change” - The leader of Catholic Relief Services, Dr. Carolyn 
Woo, will give the Saint André Lecture which will explore climate change in light of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical on the environment.  

 April 22nd National Earth Day event - Jessa discussed the current plan to submit Stonehill’s 
STARS report on Earth Day, which will include President Denning’s signed letter of certification 
to the STARS Steering Committee.  Jessa believes that the College will receive STAR’s silver 
rating! 

The meeting concluded at 4:10 p.m. 

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, March 31st in Merkert-Tracy 250-251 

Please forward agenda items to Deb. 


