
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, October 22, 2015 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Jessica 
Devereaux, Ellen Edgerton, Bob MacEachern, Tom McGrath, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney (chair), Paul 
Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for September 24th were approved. 

2. Food Truth - Ellen updated the group on Food Truth’s activities.  Fall Festival for Foodies will be 
held on October 30th.  The Real Food calculator is being utilized and has determined that Stonehill 
is currently at 3-4% real food.  The Real Food Challenge organization is continuing to evolve and 
has recently developed a useful listing of favorable vendors to help campuses with their real food 
challenge.  Stonehill’s new eco-clip system for distributing reusable to-go containers is coming 
together, including an educational video explaining the new process. 

3. Paper Towel Dispensers in SBA – Bruce explained that students and staff are complaining that 
there are no paper towel dispensers in the SBA bathrooms.  Several have cited the fear of 
spreading MRSA (mercer infection)  in the building.  Some people are actually using toilet paper to 
dry their hands.  There is also a mess on the walls under the hand dryers, which needs to be 
cleaned daily.  He would like to propose that the dispensers be installed but keep the hand dryers 
as well.  Bob suggested that a different style of hand dryer be installed.  Sue stated that this is a 
behavior change opportunity.  Craig would like to hold off on making any changes.  He wants to 
discuss this further at the next ESC meeting, with Jessa in attendance.  Additionally, Sue will reach 
out to reference librarian Heather Perry to investigate whether hand dryers or paper towels are 
best (ecologically, economically, public health-wise, carbon-wise, etc.).  Sue will share her findings 
with the ESC. 

4. Additional Electric Vehicle Charging Stations – Craig asked the group if we should explore adding 
another double charging station or if it would be taking up needed parking spaces.  Installing in a 
different parking lot would be too expensive – conduits already exist at SBA.  Cheryl stated that 
there are only three regular users right now, so there is not a rush.  Craig will keep it in mind and 
also mentioned that the solar parking canopies will have chargers. 

5. Solar Policy Campaign – On behalf of student Alex Steele, Sue discussed the current bills pending 
in the House and Senate regarding lifting the cap on solar production.  Utility companies should 
not be allowed to set these limits.  On October 21st Alex held a campaign in the lower Commons in 
order to educate students as well as to encourage them to contact their local rep and senator to 
push to eliminate the current limits. 

Link to the two solar cap bills (S1770 & H2852): 
https://legiscan.com/gaits/search?state=MA&keyword=solar  
Please review and if you are supportive of lifting the cap on solar (or oppose the bills), call or 
email your house rep & state senator. 

https://legiscan.com/gaits/search?state=MA&keyword=solar


6. Water LC Update – This Learning Community (students from Principles of Environmental Science 
and Environmental Policy & Politics) are charged with trying to improve water usage on campus.  
They are broken out into four focused groups: bottled water, food & water, wetlands protection, 
landscaping.  There are many people on campus working with these students, who will determine 
the best way to proceed in these four areas.  The students understand that the ESC is their client.  
Their final presentations will be given on December 8th from 1-2:15 in Shields 140. 

7. Campus BioBlitz Results – Sue provided an update from the BioBlitz held at Stonehill on October 
4th.  Approximately 60 Stonehill students, faculty, Brockton H.S. advanced science students and 
local environmentalists identified approximately 300 plant and animal species during this two 
hour event.  They established a biodiversity baseline from which an annual freshman program 
could be developed.  

Inaturalist.org is a great resource for expert help in identifying organisms and recording and 
sharing your findings. 

Leafsnap is an app that helps with tree identification. 

8. Support Services – During the time period of 8/30 to 10/15, Dining Services reduced single use 
container usage from 26,000 in 2014 to 20,000 this year – a 23% reduction.  Sodexo as a company, 
has decided to use only compostable containers, but unfortunately Stonehill hasn’t established 
industrial composting on campus.  According to Bob, industrial composting requires a very 
involved distribution system and is very expensive. 

Greg discussed how as ESC members we represent all areas of the College, and he would like to 
see us move toward measuring sustainable attributes in our own areas and setting smart 
sustainable goals.  Craig reminded the group of the measurable goals in Stonehill’s Sustainability 
Plan (see link below).  These remain relevant goals for us – no need to re-create a plan.  Sue stated 
that we need to have our supervisors set these goals with us.   
http://www.stonehill.edu/files/resources/2014-10-24-stonehill-sustainability-plan.pdf 

Please review the portion(s) of the Plan that are applicable to your area of the College, and 
meet with your supervisor (division head if possible) to discuss priorities, timelines, new ideas, 
etc. 

9. LED Bulb Exchange – Graybar approached Craig about a program they are running to swap out one 
incandescent, CFL or Halogen bulb for one new LED bulb, per person.  They are willing to ship any 
amount to us and will pick up any not used.  This would be a one-week program and there can 
only be one bulb swapped per person on campus.  Names must be recorded for accountability 
purposes.  Jessica expressed interest in helping with marketing and distribution of the bulbs.  We 
have decided to receive 2000 bulbs, and we hope to run this program during the week of 
November 16th.   

10. Upcoming Events: 

Bridget shared the Climate Justice Events link on the Library’s webpage, which provides info on 
upcoming events: http://libguides.stonehill.edu/c.php?g=376633&p=2550831 

October 23rd, from 11:30 to 2 in Cleary Dining - In conjunction with World Edible Insect Day, the 
College will host a presentation on the potential that bugs have for helping humanity with 
nutritious, sustainable food.  

October 24th – On National Food Day there will be an educational event concerning non-GMO 
foods. 

October 26th at 7pm in Martin Institute - Climate change political speaker and Harvard professor 
Joseph Aldy will speak about climate change policy and the upcoming UN Climate Change 
Conference to be held in Paris from November 30th to December 11th. 

http://www.stonehill.edu/files/resources/2014-10-24-stonehill-sustainability-plan.pdf
http://libguides.stonehill.edu/c.php?g=376633&p=2550831


October 30th, 12pm to 3pm in the Commons – Fall Festival for Foodies, sponsored by Food Truth. 

December 8th at 1pm in Shields 140 - Water LC final presentations. 

Campus Conservation Nationals competitions will not be held this year. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Next meeting:  November 19th at 8:30 a.m. in Merkert-Tracy 250-251 


