
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, March 19, 2015 
9:00 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Bob MacEachern, Tom McGrath, 
Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney (chair), Kelly Reardon ’15, Paul Ricci, Maura Tyrrell, Kim Wheeler, Greg 
Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 9:00 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for February 12th were approved. 

2. Congratulations to Jessa on the arrival of Lily Isabel on March 18th. 

3. Senior Seminar & SEA Topics: 

 Green Ribbon Pledge - Kelly explained that by graduating seniors wearing the ribbon on their 
robes they pledge to always be aware of their ability to be more socially and environmentally 
just in their everyday lives post-graduation. 

 St. Francis Pledge - The hope is that Fr. Denning will sign the St. Francis Pledge, previously 
signed by Fr. Cregan in 2012, during a public event such as a food festival or Jamnesty next 
year. 

 Vacancy Lighting – These continue to be installed throughout campus.  Bruce explained that 
several Duffy classrooms will have their Lutron panels re-wired over the summer to allow for 
vacancy lighting.  They have also been installed in the Pilgrim Heights common rooms and the 
Chapel.  Greg’s work study student is posting “lights out” signs throughout campus. 

 Bikeshare update – Kelly met with Campus Police regarding the bikes that they recover.  She 
was told their policy is to wait one year before giving the bikes away, but someone should 
touch base with them again in the fall.  The students are still working out safety waivers, etc., 
but they hope to launch this program during the 2015-2016 year.  They would like to have the 
(purple) bikes available for check-out through the Info Desk – for weekly, monthly and 
semester-long rentals. 

 Paper towels – Paper towel usage is a significant cost to the College, a big waste in residence 
halls and some feel they are not sanitary.  Kelly stated that the Senior Seminar students would 
like to eliminate dispensers in residence halls and provide hand towels instead.  Although this 
may be easier in suites, there may be some backlash in other res. halls.  Bob mentioned that 
dispensers were installed in 2008 during the H1N1 flu epidemic at a cost of $14,000.  The 
paper towels themselves cost $12,500 per year and increased trash costs.  Greg suggested a 
voluntary test to promote use of hand towels in New Hall.  Custodians may be able to keep 
track of waste reduction.  It was also suggested that hand dryers be installed in Shields to cut 
down on paper towel usage.   



4. Other Business: 

Serving water at commencement - Jugs of water with paper cups tend to leave cups all over the 
ground.  We can’t offer bottles as Stonehill is committed to “Think Outside the Bottle”.  Sue will 
touch base with Nancy Dunsing on this. 

Bridget discussed the recent Green Exec’s meeting.  Composting of post-consumer waste is down.  
Posters are being made to serve as reminders and two articles are being written for the Summit.  
Env. Science 200 students are helping with this effort. 

There is a student group pushing to gradually eliminate the dining hall’s single use containers, 
eventually banning them altogether.  Greg mentioned that we can certainly tell Sodexo to do so. 

Maura discussed the Global Catholic movement of a Lenten fast for climate justice (3/16/15 in 
USA), which is being promoted in over 50 countries in order to send a message to the world 
leaders who will be meeting at the U.N. Climate Summit in Paris in November 2015. 

Discussion surrounded how best to share upcoming event information and coordinate events with 
the Town of Easton.  Suggestions included R25, social media, Fran Dillon, and Geoff 
Smith/Marketing efforts. 

Bridget mentioned that the new hoop house enabled the first veggie delivery (ten pounds of 
spinach) to be made in March this year versus May last year. 

On March 17th, Food Truth hosted an event where students learned how to make healthy, 
inexpensive and delicious dorm room snacks with just 10 ingredients and little to no cooking. 

5. Upcoming Events: 

On March 24th at 6:00 p.m. the SEA will host a dinner and workshop on divestment, led by a guest 
speaker from 350.org. 

The screening of Food Chains will be held on April 14th, followed by a discussion on fair trade 
issues. 

 At Jamnesty on April 18th, Food Truth will focus on the issue of food accessibility. 

 EcoMotion will host their annual Sustainability UnConference in Boston on April 22nd. 

Food Truth will be hosting a Trashion show on April 26th to raise awareness around waste, 
recycling and composting efforts. 

 Sue shared that the Water LC final projects will be presented on April 28th. 

The meeting concluded at 10:10 a.m. 

Next meeting:  TBD 


