
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, January 15, 2015 
9:00 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Constance Bearden, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Deb Carpenter, Nicole 
Casper, Kim Cordeiro, Doreen DelMonaco, Kathy Falcone, Morgan Johnson ’16, Bob MacEachern, Tom 
McGrath, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney (chair), Kelley Reardon, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Geoff Smith, 
Kim Wheeler 

The meeting commenced at 9:00 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for December 11th were amended and approved. 

2. Geoff Smith attended the meeting to discuss how he can help increase awareness of the campus’s 
sustainability initiatives.  He suggests that the Office of Sustainability (Stonehill Goes Green) 
webpage be located within the Community & Global Engagement tab at the top of Stonehill’s 
website.  The purpose of this page should be public-focused – for potential students, parents, 
alumni, etc., which would be updated by Marketing.  From that page, there would be 
approximately seven links to more in-depth information, i.e., Energy Efficiency Initiatives, Green 
Student Groups, ESC, etc.  This information would be maintained by Jessa & Deb. 

3. Craig read portions of Professor Tony Barbagallo’s recent email to Fr. Denning, Joe Favazza, Maria 
Curtin and Sue Mooney expressing his concern for the energy waste that he sees in both Duffy and 
MacPháidín.  He specifically wrote about lights being left on in empty classrooms, conference 
rooms and hallways.  Craig noted that Prof. Barbagallo’s efforts and enthusiasm are appreciated.  
Jessa has followed up with Tony, providing him with details on our utility budget, energy 
conservation projects, etc.   

As a follow-up from Professor Barbagallo’s email, a group from Facilities and Operations has met 
to brainstorm ways to curtail leaving lights on unnecessarily.  The hope is to create a campus-wide 
campaign via a well-planned behavior change program. 

Sue suggested that the Campus Conservation Nationals team could work on this.  Another 
suggestion was to have Fr. Denning be the face of the campaign or have a “celebrity” from each 
residence hall be involved. 

Bruce mentioned that vacancy sensors are becoming our new standard, which will help the 
situation.  He is looking into modifying the Lutron switches that are currently in many Duffy 
classrooms. 



4. Our new electric vehicle charging station, located behind Sally Blair Ames, is up and running and is 
being utilized by Cheryl and Sue. 

Stonehill has signed an agreement with Solect Energy and is moving forward on the rooftop solar 
panels for the Sally Blair Ames building.  This installation is expected to be completed this spring. 

Also, a letter of commitment has been signed with Solect Energy to install parking lot solar 
canopies in the Boland, Duffy and Student/Visitor Lots.  These will include LED lighting, electric 
vehicle charging stations and drainage systems in the center of each canopy.  The manufacturer of 
these premium model canopies, Solaire Generation, does not currently have a presence in New 
England and wants to be able to showcase the Stonehill installation.  Details are still being worked 
out with the utility companies, but installation of these canopies is expected to begin shortly after 
graduation. 

These two new solar projects will more than double our solar energy production on campus, 
accounting for 48% of all of Stonehill’s electrical usage. 

5. Other Business: 

• In addition to the Campus Conservation Nationals contest, working in five teams, Sue’s 
Water LC student projects include stormwater management, water conservation, bottled 
water, irrigation/landscaping, and food systems & culture water impacts.  Presentations will 
be held at the end of the semester – April 28th & 30th from 1:00 to 2:15 in SSC 140. 

• Five of Bridget’s students are doing one-credit Independent Research projects which include 
studying tower gardens, soil science, and edible forest gardens/permaculture.  Other 
student projects include:  a thesis on Permaculture and Food Security, a Directed Study on 
Global Health and Food Security, and an internship with Sodexo to do the Real Food 
Challenge Food Calculator. 

• Bridget discussed the new Farmhouse Writing Fellows program.  These five faculty members 
are given dedicated writing space on the second floor of the Farmhouse (the former Bridge 
house) to work on scholarly projects for the semester.  To learn about their research, the 
Fellows will have informal discussions as follows (all at 4:00 p.m.): 
 

January 23rd:  all Farmhouse Fellows 
February 6th:  Megan Mitchell 

February 20th:  Candice Smith-Corby 
March 20th:  Rachel Hirst 
April 10th:  George Piggford 
April 24th:  Corey Dolgon 

 
• Morgan discussed the recent Green Execs meeting where they discussed the spring 

sustainability fair and the Food Challenge baseline data collection. 
 

The meeting concluded at 10:05 a.m. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/411+Washington+St,+North+Easton,+MA+02356/@42.0587747,-71.0866136,3a,90y,272h,90t/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!1sQzd8CG0TPhAQnYK9LzBmGw!2e0!4m2!3m1!1s0x89e485fa680fbc1f:0x8e145f9c018eff8a!6m1!1e1


Next meeting:  Thursday, February 12th at 9:00 a.m. in Alumni Hall Board Room 


