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Historical Overview and Response Rate:  

 Stonehill College has administered CIRP on campus since 1998. During the trending period (2008-2014) CIRP 

was administered to greater than 1,500 FTFY students for an average response rate of 85%. 

Incoming First-Year Students 

 When compared to the National norm for 4-Yr Catholics, Stonehill responses were significantly higher for the 

following statement ‘support you opinions with a logical argument’ (Stonehill 62%, Nat’l 56%), and 

significantly lower for ‘evaluate the quality or reliability of information you received’ (Stonehill 40%, Nat’l 

44%), ‘Take a risk because you feel you have more to gain’ (Stonehill 34%, Nat’l 40%), and ‘Explore topics on 

your own, even though it was not required for class’ (Stonehill 29%, Nat’l 34%). 

 In 2014, students’ evaluation of their own skills and dispositions appropriate for living and working in a diverse 

society  were significantly lower when compared to the National norm for 4-Yr Catholics for their ‘ability to see 

the world from someone else’s perspective’ (Stonehill 71%, Nat’l 76%), ‘openness to having my own views 

challenged’ (Stonehill 54%, Nat’l 63%), ‘ability to discuss and negotiate controversial issues’ (Stonehill 61%, 

Nat’l 69%), and ‘ability to work cooperatively with diverse people’ (Stonehill 81%, Nat’l 86%). 

 The top six probable careers were identified as: Business executive (management, administration), 19%; 

Education (elementary and secondary), 11%; Physician, 7%; Health professional, 7%; Scientific researcher, 5%; 

and Engineer, 4%. 

 The top three objectives considered to be ‘essential’ or ‘very important’ were ‘helping others in difficulty’, 

71%; being ‘very well off financially’, 84%; and ‘raising a family’, 80%.  

 From 2011 to 2014, student perceptions decreased significantly for ‘racial discrimination is no longer a major 

problem in America’, 26% to 16%; and increased significantly for ‘same-sex couples should have the right to 

legal marital status’, 82% to 90%; and ‘Federal military spending should be increased’, 30% to 41%. 

 When compared to the weighted average for 4-Yr Catholics, Stonehill responses were significantly different 

for some high school GPA categories: ‘A or A+’, (Stonehill 18%, Nat’l 23%); ‘A-‘ (Stonehill 35%, Nat’l 26%), ‘B+’, 

(Stonehill 30%, Nat’l 24%); and ‘B- or lower’, (Stonehill 2%, Nat’l 9%). 

The Cooperative Institute Research Program (CIRP), The Freshman Survey 

(TFS) is designed to provide a profile of entering first-year students, as well 

as national normative data for students in similar types of institutions. TFS 

covers a broad array of issues including: demographic characteristics, 

secondary school experience, college finance, orientation toward college, 

expectations of the college experience, and degree goals and career plans, 

along with attitudes, values and life goals. 

For additional information, please contact Pauline Dobrowski, Vice 

President for Student Affairs, 508-565-1363 
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 When compared to the National norm for 4-Yr Catholics, Stonehill responses were significantly higher for 

‘drank beer’ (Stonehill 48%, Nat’l 35%), and ‘drank wine or liquor’ (Stonehill 53%, Nat’l 41%), and lower for 

‘socialize with another race’ (Stonehill 63%, Nat’l 70%). 

Institutional Questions 

 When students were asked how important ‘the opportunity for meaningful interaction and conversation with 

people of a different race, religion, sexual orientation, or ethnicity than my own is’, seven-in-ten (73%) 

students indicated ‘Very important’ or ‘Important.’ ‘Opportunity for meaningful interactions’ increased 

significantly when compared to 2011 (53%). 

 Student responses for ‘having enrolled in a Catholic College, I most expect to….’ were significantly higher in 

‘Have extra-curricular opportunities to explore issues related to service of others and/or spiritual life’ (20% to 

29%) and significantly lower for ‘live in an environment where religious practice is supported and nurtured’ 

(31% to 27%), 2011 to 2014, respectively. The chart below reflects student interest in religious and/or spiritual 

development by gender. 29% are interested, 38% are somewhat interested and 22% are not interested at all. 

 How interested are you in engaging in religious and/or spiritual development while in college? (%) 
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 The impact of the use of technology in the classroom on students’ overall learning experience was rated 

as important by students. Six-in-ten (60%) stated ‘Very important/important’ and another one-third (32%) 

said ‘Somewhat important’. 

 When asked how many hours a week are spent performing community service, civic engagement, 

organizing or political action related activities during the past year, half (50%) of the students spent 

approximately 1-3 hours, two-in-ten spent 3-5 hours a week, 7% spent 5-7 hours and 13% spent more 

than 7 hours a week. More than five-in-ten (56%) of the students stated that some form of community 

service, civic engagement, community organizing or political action was ‘Very important/Important’ to 

their future goals. 

 When compared to friends, 14% of the students believed their personal career and professional 

aspirations to be ‘Much higher’, slightly more than three-in-ten (36%) stated ‘Somewhat higher’, and four-

in-ten said ‘About the same’ as their friends.  


