
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, December 11, 2014 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Kim Cordeiro, 
Doreen DelMonaco, Kathy Falcone, Jessa Gagne, Morgan Johnson ’16, Bob MacEachern, Tom McGrath, 
Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney (chair), Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Maura Tyrrell, Kim Wheeler, Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for November 13th were approved. 

2. Bruce informed the group that an old Cedar of Lebanon tree behind Donahue Hall had died and 
was taken down last month and milled on campus into a large pile of good-looking lumber to be 
used as needed.   

3. Jessa explained the purpose of the Campus Conservation Nationals contest that is coordinated by 
the EcoReps.  A small sample of residence halls (O’Hara, Corr, Villa Theresa, Boland and New Hall) 
will participate in this three week contest which begins on 2/12.  Stonehill’s focus for this year’s 
contest will be on both water and electricity usage.  Baseline data will be gathered during the two 
weeks prior to the contest. 

4. Jessa has received input for the Sustainability Plan goals from Mission, Human Resources, The 
Farm, Student Financial Assistance, and Intercultural Affairs.  Our approach will be to handle the 
smaller goals first, learning as we move forward.  So far we have secured 17 points, but we should 
not submit until we have at least 30 points.  The Academic category will be a big one for us (~20 
points) considering the environmental and social justice related courses, as well as Community-
Based Learning, that Stonehill offers.  With everyone’s cooperation, the hope is to submit the 
survey in March. 

5. Craig updated the group on our solar projects (phase 3) which include rooftop panels on the south 
side roof of SBA and solar-covered parking lot canopies for Boland, Duffy and the Student Lot.  The 
SBA rooftop project is moving forward with Solect Energy installing the panels this spring.  Three 
RFP’s will be reviewed tomorrow for the parking lot canopies project.  We hope to make a 
decision and move forward on this project soon, with expected installation to begin this summer.  
These two projects will nearly double our campus solar production. 

6. Bruce announced that a dual unit electric vehicle charging station will be installed behind SBA this 
month, with two reserved parking spaces. 



7. Bruce discussed the exterior lighting changes being made.  The lantern and shoebox style lights 
are being retrofitted with LED bulbs throughout campus including the SBA lot, behind Boland and 
along the roadways.  Although these fixtures are approximately $500 each, rebates help to offset 
costs.  Different glass options (clear, frosted, seeded) for the lanterns are being tested to 
determine the best bulb/glass combination. 

8. Greg provided an update on campus printing: 

 Printing amounts Change 
black & white FY14 Q1:  1.76m 

FY15 Q1:  1.4m 
 

-20% 
color FY14 Q1:  465,000 

FY15 Q1:  252,000 
 

-46% 

Our new Xerox contract provides us with 30 Energy Star rated larger hallway copiers.  The new 
ColorQubes use a wax technology, which is less costly and much more efficient.   

Of the 65 new machines, 45 have been installed so far.  All Academic Department copiers will be 
installed during Christmas break.  IT has set the default on all printers to be black & white, double-
sided. 

The Learning Management System is a big opportunity to reduce printing. 

9. Honors Environmental Ethics students sponsored the Wintergreen Event, held on December 4th, 
which allowed the Stonehill community to explore ways we can reduce consumerism on campus.  
Participants enjoyed Eco-trivia (with prizes of New England Aquarium Tickets purchased through 
the Green Fund!), learned statistics on student possessions, created an eco-art project, and 
experienced the Stonehill Gratitude Campaign, where approximately 350 participants shared what 
they are thankful for.  Additionally, unwanted clothing was collected and donated to the Charity 
Guild in Brockton.   Here is the link for the Stonehill Gratitude Campaign: 
https://www.facebook.com/stonehillgratitude/photos_stream?tab=photos_stream 

Other recent student-led initiatives include: 

• The Blackout Battle - An energy conservation competition between O'Hara Village and 
Pilgrim Heights Village was recently held.  After Thanksgiving break Pilgrim Heights Village 
dropped their electricity use by 15.6%, O'Hara Village by 7.2%. 

• Laundry project – A student survey revealed that the vast majority of the 130 responders 
would support cold water only for washing machines.  Student research indicates that hot 
water is not needed to effectively clean laundry. 

10. Other Business –  

Several mentioned the need for better marketing of all these efforts to the Stonehill community.  
Bridget mentioned that Geoff Smith will be attending the next ESC meeting to discuss our website 
and links to the Sustainability webpage.  Jessa is meeting soon with Brendan Monahan, the Editor-
In-Chief of The Summit, to discuss having a regular column.  Greg will reach out to Maureen Boyle, 
the Journalism Program Director, for advice. 

https://www.facebook.com/stonehillgratitude/photos_stream?tab=photos_stream


Morgan summarized November’s Green Execs meeting which included discussions on the 
bikeshare program, an upcoming book swap and Real Food events. 

Greg mentioned that Bridget’s Sustainable Ag. course’s final presentations were very impressive. 

Students of Sue’s Nature Writing class have produced a booklet of their best essays and drawings 
from the semester.  Professor Emeritus Chet Raymo and Professor Shane Savage-Rumbaugh were 
very helpful to the class. 

The ENV Program senior capstone presentations were given last night.  Additionally, the Eco-Rep 
conference team shared their highlights. 

There was a question as to whether any of the Spoco’s exercise equipment is energy efficient.  
There are quite a few machines that are self-generated, i.e., no electricity needed. 

The meeting concluded at 9:30am. 

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, January 15th at 9:00 a.m. in Merkert-Tracy 250-251 


