
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, November 13, 2014 
8:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall Board Room 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Craig Binney, Deb Carpenter, Kim Cordeiro, Kathy Falcone, Jessa Gagne, 
Morgan Johnson ’16, Bob MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney, Kelley Reardon ‘15, Bob Reilly, 
Cheryl Schnitzer, Maura Tyrrell, Kim Wheeler, Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for October 16th were approved. 

2. Update on ENV course projects – Sue provided an update on the many campus sustainability 
initiatives undertaken by ENV students, as well as other student groups: 

• Arranged by Eco Reps, there is a night hike tonight at 7 pm, led by Dick Grant, which will 
incorporate a spooky, “vampire energy” story. 

• Freshman Eco Reps are organizing an arts and crafts event where students can make 
crafts and presents using recycled and organic materials.  This will be held during the first 
week of December. 

• There is currently a “blackout battle” between O’Hara Village and Pilgrim Heights Village.  
This energy conservation contest will be held from Nov. 10th through Nov. 30th. 

• Greg is working with a student group on a laundry conservation project. 

• Next Thursday, November 20th, Dunkin Donuts will be having a coffee cup giveaway. 

• The “No To-Go” campaign will be held next week, with a green to-go container giveaway.  
Educational information will also be provided. 

3. Campus Conservation Nationals – Eco Reps are signed up for this five week competition beginning 
in February, where they will focus on water conservation.  They are hoping to challenge other 
schools, potentially St. Edward’s University in Texas, which would be a great motivator. 

4. Food Calculator update – Andrew Curran ’15 worked on this over the summer, but as a fairly new 
system, Real Food was still adapting how to process the data.  Melissa Mardo ‘17 will be working 
on the food calculator next semester, having recently attended a symposium on this topic. 

5. Stop the Drop results – Jessa announced that Holy Cross Center has won the contest for the 
second year in a row.  HCC lowered their water consumption by 16% (gallons/student/day) for the 
month of October vs. September.  Their prize is yet to be determined.  The second place team 
lowered their consumption by 5%.  Jessa found that not all students knew of this contest, and 



more freshmen were aware of it than upper classmen.  With participation from Res. Hall Eco Reps, 
this will be a more organized and more successful contest in the spring.   

6. STARS update – Jessa thanked those who have responded to her info requests.  For those yet to 
respond, please let her know when you expect to have your section complete.  If everything can 
be delivered to Jessa by February 1st, we will be able to submit our STARS survey in March. 

Kelly has re-worked the chart of our goals into an easier to read Word document, which will be 
distributed to the ESC shortly. 

7. Car Charging Station – Craig informed the group that Solect Energy has donated and will be 
installing a two-station charging unit soon.  This will be located in the Sports Complex parking lot. 

8. Solar Projects – Craig discussed the various campus solar installations.  Phase 1 was the solar field.  
Phase 2 was the pole building rooftop panels.  Phase 3 will potentially be the installation of 
parking lot solar canopies and rooftop panels on the Sports Complex.   

There are still many details to work out including: storm water management, lighting, security, 
permitting, wetlands, and digging up parking lots.  Fr. Denning and Jeanne Finlayson have 
tentatively agreed to the canopy installations at Duffy, Boland and the Student Lot.  The hope is to 
begin phase 3 next summer. 

9. Office of Sustainability discussion – Following discussions with the Models of Sustainability in 
Higher Ed. panel at BSU, Bridget feels that a central office for our sustainability efforts is the next 
logical step for Stonehill.  Other institutions stated that making this commitment was a turning 
point for their sustainability program.   Unfortunately we are not in the position to have a 
dedicated full-time person. 
 
Greg believes we need to develop metric s as well as a commitment from every department and 
from the top to push our efforts.  Also, the ESC needs support from Marketing. 

Each of our department webpages should have a link to the Stonehill Goes Green page.  Faculty 
does not have access but will ask to have a link added.  Additionally, Stonehill Goes Green should 
have a link under the Community and Global Engagement tab on Stonehill’s homepage. 

It was suggested we undergo a strategic plan review but Craig pointed out that our current 
Sustainability Plan goes through 2018 and was developed a couple of years ago. 

10. Other Business –  

Greg updated the group that photocopying is down 48% for color and down 24% for black & white 
vs. last year.  New photocopying equipment will be installed over the next month or so which will 
be Energy Star rated. 

eLearn is making a positive impact on faculty and student printing needs. 

Bridget will follow up with Devin regarding SGA money for bottle fillers. 



Craig asked if a solar data kiosk is still desired.  The group feels that it would be great if the live 
data could be streamed on channel 70 for a few minutes every hour. 

11. Upcoming Events 

Bridget reminded the group that final presentations of the Sustainable Agriculture course will be 
held today beginning at 2:30 in Cleary. 

Several students will be attending an Eco Rep Symposium and Workshop at Tufts University this 
weekend.  Ellen Edgerton ’17 will be on a panel where she will discuss our composting program. 

Morgan mentioned that there will be a divestment meeting with a speaker from 350.org on 
December 1st at 7 p.m. 

The meeting concluded at 9:30am. 

 

Next meeting: Thursday, December 11th at 8:30 a.m. in Merkert-Tracy 250-251 

http://350.org/

