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Home is Church, too 

 
 

 

 Perhaps for the last time, we celebrate special 

days in the church year from home to keep one another safe from the spread of 

a global pandemic. Maundy Thursday and Good Friday indeed lead us to Easter 

Sunday to gather online or in-person and proclaim that even death has died and 

Christ is risen. Nothing, not a pandemic, not our fears, not our political divisions, 

not our grief can overpower the love of God that has already overpowered death. 

 To fully experience these two holy days, we encourage you to make your 

home the church. You might gather safely with a few others to worship, or have 

a “watch party” with family spread around the country. Here are some tips to add 

meaning to these already meaningfulness two days. 

 Carefully consider where to worship. On Maundy Thursday, it would be 

fitting to worship at the kitchen table as you hear about the night in which 

Jesus was betrayed and the meal he shared with his friends. Will you use 

a tablet or television to watch the services? 

 Set a special cloth and candle on a table. On Good Friday, if you have 

seven candles at home, you can light seven. 

 On Maundy Thursday for the washing of hands, gather a large bowl with 

warm, soapy water. Add an essential oil if you have some. You will also 

need a towel. Bonus points if it is purple. Also on this day, appoint    

someone to be the Altar Guild to prepare the bread and wine (or juice). 

On Good Friday, there is no celebration of the sacrament of Holy     

Communion.  

 Just as you would at church in the building, silence your phone and any 

devices that may interrupt you. Give yourself some margin and sit down 

for worship a few minutes early. 

 At worship, your leaders make mistakes. Worship isn’t meant to be      

perfect. Expect an imperfect experience as you worship from home. A dog 

will bark, kids will fight, the internet will stall, you might spill some wine. 

Worship has little to do how well we do it and everything to do with what 

God has already done for you on these holy days in Jesus Christ. 
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Good Friday was a day 

long ago and it is every 

day. Our decisions that 

hurt others or           

ourselves, our despair 

of the world, our      

dependence on our 

own selves, and our 

hopeless look at the 

future are ways we  

embody Good Friday. 

We are freed only by 

what is Good about this 

Friday, that is, the   

saving death of our 

Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

Litany from Called and 

Shaped by Jesus: Lent-at-

Home 2011 written by 

Elsie Rempel, and        

published by Mennonite 

Church Canada.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Good Friday ~ The 7 Last Words 

Presiding: Pastor Lisa Lewton and Pastor Joe Natwick 

Pianist: Barb Arneson 

(For your own reflection to prepare for worship, the Good Friday story is told in Luke 23:32-47) 

PROCESSIONAL SONG   In Silence We Wait (repeated) 

 

PRAYER  

- Word - 
 

THE FIRST READING……………..……..……………………………Luke 23:34             

     “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

L:  When we hate or are unkind to each other,  

A:  the world becomes a darker place. (extinguish one candle) 

L:  When we want everything for ourselves,  

A:  the world becomes a darker place. (extinguish one candle) 

L:  When we scare or bully others,  

A:  the world becomes a darker place. (extinguish one candle) 

L:  When we are jealous of others,  

A:  the world becomes a darker place. (extinguish one candle) 

L:  When we lie,  

A:  the world becomes a darker place. (extinguish one candle) 

L:  People’s hatred, greed, selfishness, jealousy, and dishonesty placed Jesus on the 

cross. (extinguish one candle) 

A:  In the darkness, Jesus said, “Father forgive them, for they do not know what 

they are doing.” (extinguish one candle) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SECOND READING……………………………………………………………….……...…………Luke 23:43 

“I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”  MEDITATION—Pastor Joe 

HYMN #616  Jesus Remember Me 

 
 

 

 

HYMN #599  Lord Jesus, Think on Me (V. 1-3) 

* 
* 
* 



 

 

THE THIRD READING……………………………………………………………………….……..….John 19:26-27 

“Dear woman, here is your son.  Son, here is your mother.”  MEDITATION—Pastor Lisa 

HYMN #293  That Boy-Child of Mary (V. 1-3) 

 

 

* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FOURTH READING…………….……………………………………………….……………….Matthew 27:46 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  Psalm 22 

HYMN #666  What Wondrous Love is This (V. 1) 

 

 

 What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this 

 that caused the Lord of bliss 

 to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

 

* 
* 

* 



  

 

THE FIFTH READING………….…………………………………………….……………………………John 19:28 

“I thirst.”  MEDITATION—Pastor Lisa 

HYMN—Deep Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SIXTH READING……….………………………………………………..……………………………..John 3:1-3 

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”   MEDITATION—Pastor Joe 

HYMN  Strange King 

 

 

 



  

 

THE SEVENTH READING……………………………………………………...……...John 19:30   “It is finished.” 

 HYMN #353  Were You There 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.    

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble,  

 tremble. 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 

 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

4 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 

 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

  

5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 

 

       Text: African American spiritual 



  

EASTER SUNDAY 

Worship with us at      8:00 a.m. | 9:30 a.m. | 11:00 a.m. 
(9:30 am Worship is also available on Livestream and KDIX Radio) 

 
 You may feel relief and freedom after receiving both doses of your COVID-19 vaccine. You may 

be more than ready to “go back to normal” and neglect  COVID-19 safety guidelines. But         
because our community includes people who are more vulnerable, the Congregation Council 
continues to expect you to wear a mask and socially distance any time you are in the church 
building.  

 When you arrive at worship, a team of ushers will be seating people in every other pew. If the 
sanctuary reaches capacity, a small amount of overflow seating will be available in the            
Fellowship Room. 

 If you worship at the 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service, the doors will open 15 minutes prior to   
worship. Our custodial staff will defog the sanctuary after each service. We then need to allow 
the cleaning particles to settle for 10 minutes before re-entry. 

 

 

 

 

 

  All printed music licensed through Evangelical   
   Lutheran Worship:    CCLI License #1536027 

PASTOR LISA’S SABBATICAL 
One year ago, Pastor Lisa’s sabbatical (originally set for the summer of 2020) was rescheduled for 
this summer. From May 3rd —August 3rd , she will be on sabbatical to study, write and spend time 
with her family.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  &     
a  “MULCH PARTY” on April 25th 

 

 Congregational Meeting—10:30 am   
We will be voting on voting members for 
the  Synod Assembly on June 4-5 in    
Minot, ND.  If you are interested in being a      
voting member for the Assembly, contact 
Pastor Lisa!  Ballots will also be sent   
electronically to be completed before April 
25th meeting. 

 

 Mulch Party—9:00 am—12:00 pm Have 
you ever attended a “mulch party”? Now is 
your chance! We will gather throughout 
the morning (come and go as you wish) to 
“spruce up” the grounds around the church 
and parsonages. We will begin at the      
Garden of Grace for a brief prayer &      
instructions. Participants can bring their 
own gloves & tools (rakes) that may be 
helpful. Wheelbarrows are also needed! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS:  

Milestone Ministries & Story Night 
Children’s programs will resume in April—
onsite, zoom & Livestream! 

 Milestone Classes  5:45—6:30 pm  Join 
us in the Fellowship room or via zoom. 
(use code: 7012256747) 

 If you are joining on zoom, check the 
 supply & lesson links for your child on 
 the website! 

  April 7th—2nd graders & parents 
  April 14th—4th graders & parents 

  April 21st—5th graders & parents 
  April 28th—6th graders & parents 

 

 Story Night  6:30 pm  -  Story Night  is an 
intentional time where families meet to-
gether to hear God’s story and talk about 
our own stories, too. This is a half an hour 
worship with discussions, singing, danc-
ing, and scripture that is fun for all ages.  
Join us in the sanctuary or on Livestream. 




