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Education Advisory Group
December 11, 2009
Via Teleconference

MEETING SUMMARY

Laura Lang welcomed all participants to the first meeting of the STEMflorida Education Advisory Group and asked participants to introduce themselves and provide their affiliations. The following is a list of those responses:
Present or Represented

	Amaba, Ben
	IBM

	Belmont, Heather
	Miami Dade College

	Boebinger, Greg
	National High Magnetic Field Laboratory

	Carlson, Stacy
	Helios

	Carvajal, Tony
	Florida Chamber Foundation

	Clamons, Jim
	Harris Corp.

	Conner, Tom
	Heartland Educational Consortium

	Cote, Anna-Marie
	Florida Organization of Instructional Leaders (FOIL)

	Davis, Ginger
	Florida Association of Science Supervisors (FASS)

	Dixon, Patricia
	National High Magnetic Field Laboratory

	Dulgar, Cindy
	Florida Virtual School

	Ellington, Kris
	Florida Department of Education

	Fuller, Frank
	Banner Secondary Center

	Gaboardi, Mabry
	Learning Systems Institute, Florida Center for Research in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics

	Himmel, Sam
	Florida Association of District School Superintendents

	Kane, Cindy
	Harris Corp.

	Knight, Sarah
	Saliwanchik, Lloyd & Saliwanchik Law

	Lang, Laura
	Learning Systems Institute, Florida Center for Research in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics

	Lannon, Mike
	Florida Association of District School Superintendents (FADSS)

	LeMon, R. E.
	Fl Board of Governors

	Maitland, Gina
	Florida Virtual School

	Reynolds,Gina
	Columbia County IDA/EDO

	Roe, Eric
	Banner Center Manufacturing 

	Rogers, Decatur
	Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University 

	Schoen, Rob
	Florida Center for Research in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics

	Simaan, Marwan
	University of Central Florida College of Engineering

	Stokely, Nancy
	Leon County Schools


The STEMflorida Initiative, and the role and timeline of the STEMflorida Education Advisory Group (SF-EAG), was presented by Laura Lang, This PowerPoint has been emailed to members of the SF-EAG. The following are additional points of discussion during the presentation.

· The mission of the STEMflorida Initiative as proposed during the previous meeting of the Business Steering Council is as follows: “Florida will be a national leader in market relevant STEM talent development and retention.” 
· Business needs will be assessed through a series of business roundtable meetings. The dates/locations of those meetings were included in the presentation, and will be sent out in an additional flyer.

The following were issues, comments, and questions generated by participants after the presentation:

· Race to the Top: Frank Fuller indicated that STEMflorida would be linked to ‘Race to the Top’ through the Department of Education (as per conversations with Eric Smith and Todd Clark). Kris Ellington noted that STEM priorities cut across all focuses of Race to the Top, and indicated that mid January was the deadline for the Race to the Top submissions, with notification announced in March.
· Plan for receiving community feedback on revisions of the Florida STEM Report: Stacy Carlson agreed that it was important to go first to the communities for input on the Florida STEM Report. She suggested that we also share the revisions of the Florida STEM Report to make sure input is properly interpreted and implemented, perhaps at regional meetings like the Consortium of Florida Education Foundation meetings. Laura Lang agreed that this would a good idea, and also suggested the annual Florida Chamber meetings as a place to present the plan and request feedback. Tony Carvajal indicated that would be possible and recommended that we be very clear during the presentation there about what the plan contains.
· Philanthropic community involvement: Stacy Carlson suggested that we get input from the philanthropic community, was asked if she would take the lead in contacting groups, and agreed to do so.
· Use, promotion, and support of existing STEM programs: Patricia Dixon asked how we would use, promote, and support existing STEM programs. Mabry Gaboardi indicated that STEMflorida was conducting a survey of existing programs, compiling that information, and organizing it to release in a central location for use.
· Input from K-12 educators: Greg Boebinger asked if we had a formal plan to get input from K-12 educators. Frank Fuller responded that representatives from Florida Association of Science Supervisors (FASS), Florida Association of Math Supervisors (FAMS), superintendants and school board members and all of those already existing groups will be helping to get the word out. Laura Lang added that our group members were strategically invited to represent a variety of sectors, including K-12 educators. We have representatives from K-12 education, math and science teachers, in our membership as a conduit of information. Greg asked if we will have any conventions to bring educators together and get feedback. Mabry Gaboardi indicated that one of the deliverables in the STEMflorida grant (for which our group was not responsible) was to host such a conference.
· Gap analysis: Mike Lannon asked how we would gather data on the current state. What instruments would we use? How would we decide upon the desired state? Laura Lang responded that we would be doing a gap analysis. We will need feedback from the business community to drive our ideas of the “desired state” and priorities of business and industry.  In July we will report on the gap between the current state and the desired state in the Education Link Report. 
· Education Link Report: Kris Ellington asked how the education link report would be developed. Laura Lang indicated that there could be two approaches: 1- members of the SF-EAG divide into communities to look at priorities and 2- we (Laura Lang, Mabry Gaboardi, and Frank Fuller) draft responses and send them out to the larger SF-EAG for input. We will pull a research base first, and look at other state plans. For example, in Alabama they have a statewide, aligned STEM plan, AMSTI.  Economic indicators suggest it is a successful strategy.
· Outflow of information: R.E. Lemon indicated that this was potentially a very powerful and important plan, and that the outflow of information should be going to key policy-makers and planners. Our work ties in directly with the drivers of the Florida Chamber. Laura Lang indicated that we have the interest of the policy-makers, and that the membership of our group can facilitate that outflow of information.
· Defining needs: R.E. Lemon indicated that the needs assessments were always the weakest components of proposals with the manner of asking and the measures often too vague.  We need specific and well thought-out means of getting information and feedback. Frank Fuller responded that we have asked the business people to really specify their needs at the business roundtables, providing high quality, specific information, with a concrete timeline. 
· Availability of today’s presentation: It was requested that we make the PowerPoint of today’s meeting available. Laura responded that we would email it this afternoon.
· Format for upcoming meetings: It was noted that some portions of this meeting were difficult to hear, and that a poly-com system using video conferencing for all might be better for next meeting. Mabry Gaboardi indicated that we have those capabilities, but were worried that others might not, so we had chosen this format. It was suggested that we have some central locations around the state set with these systems for members to join in person. Laura said that we would look into how best to hold the next meeting, and noted that she would like for us to have at least one face-to-face meeting.
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