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The American Gold Cup is one of the most prestigious and iconic equestrian sporting events in the world of international show jumping. 
Founded in 1970 and originally held in Cleveland, Ohio, the event was also successful in Tampa, Philadelphia and eventually its home 
for more than twenty years, the Devon Horse Show grounds, in Devon, Pennsylvania. 

In 2012, the American Gold Cup moved to the spectacular and historic Old Salem Farm in North Salem, New York.  The event had 
record-breaking show entries, spectators and accolades. The American Gold Cup found its new home at Old Salem Farm, a state-
of- the-art equestrian sports training and event facility widely recognized by competitors as a premier venue for its picturesque show 
grounds, equine- friendly facilities, and unique grass Grand Prix field. 

Over the course of five days, elite equestrian athletes, horse owners, young hopefuls and enthusiastic fans gather to enjoy the extraor-
dinary show jumping event. Amongst a fanfare of family-friendly activities, spectators delight in exceptional shopping on boutique row, 
celebrity sightings, the signature JustWorld International Horseless Horse Show, and much, much more. New in 2017, we are excited 
to welcome NBC’s The Voice star Johnny Rez for a concert on Friday evening benefiting JustWorld International.

Highlighting the event is the Longines FEI World Cup™ Jumping New York, an FEI World Cup Qualifying Competition on Sunday 
at 2pm. The American Gold Cup is among 14 other North American events carefully selected as qualifiers for the prestigious 2018 
Longines FEI World Cup™ Jumping Final, which will take place in Paris, France April 10-15, 2018.

The American Gold Cup showcases the power, speed and excitement of world-class equestrian competition. 

About the American Gold Cup



Fast Facts

Date:  September 13 - 17, 2017 
  Wednesday – Saturday 9AM
  Sunday PM (gates open 11AM) 

 
FEI Info:  CSI4*- W qualifier for the prestigious 2018  
  Longines FEI World Cup™ Jumping Final, which  
  will take place in Paris, France April 10 - 15, 2018

Featured Events: 

$35,000 Don Little Memorial Welcome Stake CSI 4*
 
$86,000 Longines FEI World Cup Jumping™ New York 
 
$35,000 Hermès Sellier Cup CSI 4* Article 239 C
 
$86,000 Fidelity Investments Classic CSI 4*

$216,000 Longines FEI World Cup™ Jumping New York competing 
for the American Gold Cup CSI 4*

Ticketing Information: 

Event is open and free to the public during the week. Saturday & 
Sunday admission:
$20 – Adults
$15 – Children 12 and under and Seniors 65+
Tickets are available for purchase at the gate or online at  
www.theamericangoldcup.com. 

Total Prize Money: $558,500

Major Sponsors: 

Beval Saddlery, Ltd.
Danbury Porsche & Danbury Audi
Douglas Elliman
The Dutta Corp.
Fidelity Investments
The Gochman Family
Hermès
Hollow Brook Wealth Management
Johnson Horse Transportation
Longines
Mitchell-Innes & Nash
Palm Beach International Academy
Roeckl
Taylor Harris Insurance Services
Trelawny Farm 
Windsor Show Stables

Charitable Partners: 

ASPCA
A New Chance Animal Rescue
Artemis Farm Rescue
Equus Foundation 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind 
JustWorld International



Event Schedule 
September 13 - 17, 2017

Grand Prix Ring - 9:00 am
Class 106             $8,000 Danbury Porsche Audi 1.40m Jumper - II 2(b)
Class 100              $8,000 Douglas Elliman 1.40m Jumper FEI Article 238.2.1

Jumper Ring - 9:00 am
Class 108              $2,500 Beval Saddlery Ltd. 1.35m Jumper - II 2(b)
Class 110              $2,000 1.30m Jumper - II 2(b)
Class 140              1.25m Jumper - II 2(b)

Jumper Annex Ring - 9:00 am
Class 150              1.08m Jumper - Table II
Class 147              1.15m Jumper - Table II
Class 143              1.20m Jumper - Table II

Grand Prix Ring - 8:00 am
Class 109             $2,500 Beval Saddlery Ltd. 1.35m Jumper - II 2.1
Class 113              $3,000 High Junior/Amateur-Owner Jumper - II Sec 1
Class 124              $1,000 Mitchell-Innes & Nash Fine Art Adult Amateur Jumper - II 2.1

                             2:00 pm
Class 101             $35,000 Don Little Memorial Welcome Stake FEI Art. 238.2.1
                             

Jumper Ring - 8:00 am
Class 141              1.25m Jumper - Table II 2(b)
Class 111              $2,000 1.30m Jumper - II 2(b)
Class 116              $1,500 Low Junior Jumper - II 2(b)
Class 120              $1,500  Low Amateur-Owner Jumper – II 2(b)
Class 128              $1,000 The Gochman Family Children’s Jumper - II 2(b)

Indoor Arena - 8:00 am
Class 151              1.08m Jumper - Table II
Class 148              1.15m Jumper - Table II
Class 144              1.20m Jumper - Table II

Grand Prix Ring -8:00 am 
Class 107              $2,500 Beval Saddlery Ltd. 1.35m Jumper - II 2(c)
Class 112             $3,000 High Junior/Amateur–Owner Jumper - II 2(c)

                             2:00 pm
Class 102             $86,000 American Gold Cup Qualifier FEI Art. 238.2.2
                             presented by Windsor Show Stable
                             
                            5:00pm -  A Justworld Benefit Concert featuring Johnny Rez
                             as seen on the NBC Network Hit “The Voice”

Jumper Ring - 8:00 am
Class 142              1.25m Jumper - II 2(b)
Class 117              $1,500 Low Junior Jumper - II 2(c)
Class 121              $1,500 Low Amateur-Owner Jumper - II 2(c)
Class 125              $1,000 Mitchell-Innes & Nash Fine Art Adult Amateur Jumper - II 2(b)
Class 129             $1,000 The Gochman Family Children’s Jumper - II Sec 1

Indoor Arena - 8:00 am
Class 145              1.20m Jumper - Table II
Class 149              1.15m Jumper - Table II
Class 152              1.08m Jumper - Table II

Family Entertainment begins at 11:00am – pony rides, face painting, a
magician and shopping on Boutique Row featuring Hermès, and Danbury Porsche/Audi.

Grand Prix Ring - 8:00 am
Class 126              $10,000 Mitchell-Innes & Nash Fine Art
                             Adult Amateur Classic - II 2(a) NAL/WIHS
                             
Class 105             $35,000 Hermès Sellier Cup, II 2(a)
                             
                             1:00 pm
Class 103             $86,000 Fidelity Investments® Classic FEI Art 238.2.2

Jumper Ring - 9:00 am
Class 130              $5,000  The Gochman Family NAL/WIHS Children’s Classic - II 2(b)
Class 118             $10,000 NAL Low Junior Jumper Classic – II 2(b)
Class 122              $10,000 Low Amateur-Owner Classic - II 2(b) (NAL)

Indoor Arena 
                             9:00 am
Class 161             Region 1 ASPCA/NHSAA Maclay Championship

                             1:00 pm
Class 162             Region 2 ASPCA/NHSAA Maclay Championship

Family Entertainment begins at 11:00am – pony rides, face painting, a
magician and shopping on Boutique Row featuring Hermès, and Danbury Porsche/Audi.
JustWorld Horseless Horse Show sponsored by Voltaire Design. Autograph session on the
Grand Prix field following the American Gold Cup. 

Grand Prix Ring  -9:00 am
Class 114              $25,000 High Junior/Amateur-Owner Classic - II 2(a)
                             Member Event of the Show Jumping Hall of Fame Series

                             Opening Ceremonies

                             2:00 pm 
Class 104             $216,000 Longines FEI World CupTM Jumping New York 
                             competing for the American Gold Cup FEI Art 238.2.2

WEDNESDAY - SEPT. 13 SATURDAY - SEPT. 16

THURSDAY - SEPT. 14

SUNDAY - SEPT. 17

FRIDAY - SEPT. 15



Charitable Partners

JustWorld International is devoted to breaking the cycle of poverty by funding local partners 
around the world helping children thrive. While many nonprofit organizations focus primarily 
on providing short-term assistance to developing countries, JustWorld’s goals are long-term. 
Studies worldwide show that education is a key to breaking the cycle of poverty.

JustWorld International focuses its efforts on some of the poorest communities in countries 
such as Honduras, Cambodia, Guatemala and Colombia, where public education is limited 
or inaccessible, threatening many children’s chances for productive lives.

ASPCA believes that animals are entitled to kind and respectful treatment at the hands of 
humans, and must be protected under the law. The organization was founded by Henry 
Bergh in 1866.

Headquartered in New York City, the ASPCA maintains a strong local presence, and with 
programs that extend our anti-cruelty mission across the country, we are recognized as a 
national animal welfare organization. ASPCA is a privately funded 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
corporation, that boasts more than 1 million supporters across the country.

The purpose of all of us at Artemis Farm Rescue is to rescue unfortunate animals and 
provide them with a higher quality of life. We are equipped to take in animals that have 
been rescued, confiscated, neglected, injured or otherwise unwanted from private owners, 
shelters, and other private and public organizations.

Our talented and specialized group of veterinarians, care staff, and volunteers work in 
perfect unity to rehabilitate our rescues and provide them with the utmost love and care 
until we are able to place them in loving homes.

Charities are born from the passions of people united by a common interest. The EQUUS Foundation 
is no exception. It was the belief that horses have a positive impact in our everyday lives that led to the 
establishment of the EQUUS Foundation in August 2002. 

The EQUUS Foundation, also known as Horse Charities of America, is the only national charity in the 
United States solely dedicated to horse welfare and fostering the horse-human bond. Our efforts are  
focused on closing the gap for America’s horses currently at risk, and those potentially at risk when their 
competitive careers are over by funding programs focused on the rescue, rehabilitation and re-training, 
and re-homing of America’s horses in need, and on increasing job opportunities for horses, including 
those serving the special needs and veterans communities. The EQUUS Foundation provides 
resources to over 1,000 equine organizations in the United States and financial support to the  
organizations operating at the highest standards for horse care and use.
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Charitable Partners

The creation of A New Chance Animal Rescue was inspired by the dream and dogged persistence of a 
teenage girl with a deep passion for saving the homeless and helpless dogs who suffer daily. Having five 
dogs of their own, and having fostered over 100 dogs since she was nine years old, Sophia Silverman 
convinced her family how important it was to give even more dogs a new chance. Thus, was born the 
idea and ultimately, in 2011 the actuality of this 501c3, not for profit rescue organization. Sophia’s mom, 
Sharon Silverman, worked by her side; and with the unwavering efforts of a dedicated and active base of 
foster families, volunteers, donors and community supporters, A New Chance Animal Rescue has been 
able to save the lives of hundreds of dogs placing them in warm, loving, safe, and healthy environments.

A New Chance Animal Rescue operates on a foster home model, with the strong belief that boarding and 
local shelter facilities are not replacements for experiencing home life that prepares a dog for successful 
adoption. A New Chance Animal Rescue relies solely on approved foster homes to house and care for 
all dogs. Literally, every home willing to foster is another life saved, and it is in these homes that the 
dogs experience constant love and the normal activities of daily life, giving them the skills necessary to 
prosper.

As an entirely volunteer organization, our larger volunteer base provides tireless help when transports 
arrive, adoption events are held, or a ride is needed for an appointment. It is from this volunteer base 
that all other related activities are enabled; including web design and maintenance, graphic design, 
accounting, publicity, legal, and training services. A New Chance Animal Rescue receives no government 
funding and exists entirely through the generosity of donations, both financial and in-kind, as well as the 
kind support of local businesses.

All across the nation dogs are abandoned on the streets, abused at home, or simply turned in to shelters 
by people who can no longer care for them because of health, financial, or other reasons. Shelters do 
not have unlimited space and often routinely euthanize to make room for more dogs. A New Chance 
Animal Rescue is dedicated to helping as many of these very sweet and adoptable dogs as possible.
If you can help us by adopting, donating, or fostering, please do so right away. Please email  
info@anewchancear.org if you have any questions.

Guiding Eyes for the Blind is dedicated to creating and supporting life-changing connections between 
people and dogs. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides superbly bred and trained dogs 
to people who are blind or visually impaired. Our dogs are known for their exceptional temperaments and 
success at helping people gain independence and to expand their horizons of opportunity. At our facilities 
in Yorktown Heights, NY, and Patterson, NY, we breed, raise, and train exceptional dogs. Then we  
connect them to people who are seeking increased freedom and independence, so that together, they 
can experience all kinds of life adventures.

All of our services are offered free of charge to people and families who need them.
Since our founding by Donald Kauth in 1954, we’ve graduated over 7,000 guide dog teams.
As an accredited member of the International Guide Dog Federation (IGDF), we’re proud to support their 
mission to improve and uphold worldwide standards for the breeding and training of guide dogs.
We also partner with other organizations to ensure that exceptional dogs who are not suited to guide 
work may become service dogs.



Show Jumping 101

Jumpers

The Jumper is the “athlete” of the horse show. His task is solely to jump, regardless of style or manner. While Hunters are scored sub-
jectively, Jumpers are scored objectively. Scoring is based on a point system for faults in jumping (knocking a rail down or a refusal) or 
exceeding the specified time limit.  Jumper courses tend to be much more complex and technical than hunter courses, because riders 
and horses are not being judged on style. The winner is the horse with the lowest number of faults. Time is also a factor in deciding 
the outcome of an event. In the case of a tie after the first round, jump-offs are sometimes held over a shortened course, and the 
competitors must compete against the clock. 

To experience a great horse and rider combination competing over a demanding course is thrilling and impressive. In order to derive 
the full measure of enjoyment from these events, the spectator needs to understand the basics of keeping score.

The scoring for show jumping is based on a point system for ‘faults,’ for example, knocking a rail down, jumping refusals, or exceeding 
the specified time limit. The winner is the horse and rider who has least the number of faults. Hence, time is the key factor in deciding 
the outcome.

Electronic timers are used to accurately record time. In the case of a tie after the first round [clean or equal number of faults], jump-offs 
are conducted over a shortened, and usually raised, course. Those competitors will compete again, only this time against the clock.

Designing jumper courses is a technical art form with no two courses ever alike. A diagram of the course is posted indicating the di-
rection and sequence the course must be taken. The rider has the chance to “walk’” the course prior to each event to plan their best 
course of action. Each jump is numbered and flags are placed to indicate the direction the obstacle is to be taken: the red flag is on 
the right and the white flag is on the left.

In Show Jumping classes, what counts is how faultless and, in the end, ultimately how fast the ride!



Equitation

In today’s Hunt Seat Equitation, it is the rider and not the horse that is being judged. The actions of the horse are important only as 
they reflect on the horsemanship of the rider. Therefore, it is possible for a rider whose horse “acts up” to be placed among the winners 
because, in the judge’s opinion, the rider met the problem skillfully. Conversely, a seemingly good rider may mean nothing more than a 
placid horse carrying an unskilled passenger.

It is only the rider being judged in Horsemanship Classes whether it is “over fence”’ or “on the flat.” In Equitation, the judging and scoring 
is not based on the same process as Working Hunters or Show Jumping. Judges are looking for style of riding, proficiency, accuracy, and 
judgment in the use of the aids [hands, seat, and legs], as well as an overall impression of complete and quiet control−all demonstrating 
skilled horsemanship.

In specifications of Equitation Classes, there is a reference to “tests.” This refers to the tests of Horsemanship established by the United 
States Equestrian Federation] (USEF) and published in the USEF Rule Book. These tests may be applied to the class at the judge’s 
discretion.

Equitation courses are designed to offer the challenge of skill and judgment. The jumps and courses may be representative of those often 
seen in Show Jumping. For Equitation, judges reward the form, skill, precision, and handling by the rider.

Hunters

The Working Hunter is representative of the type of horse used in the sport of Fox Hunting, possessing manners, jumping ability, style, 
pace, and quality. The judge is looking for a horse that would be the most agreeable mount to “ride to the hounds.”

The Working Hunter must demonstrate his ability to furnish the rider with a smooth and safe ride, clearing all of the obstacles in stride with 
a minimum of effort and a pace he can maintain during a day in the hunt field. In judging the Working Hunter, a horse will be penalized 
for refusals, knockdowns, and basic disobediences. The judge may not fault for the rubbing of a rail, unless it is the fault of poor-quality 
jumping. Penalties may also be assessed for inadequate or unsafe jumping.

The Hunter courses are designed to offer a reasonable facsimile for the conditions a Working Hunter would meet on a day at the hunt, 
with natural obstacles and decor. It is the horse, and not the rider, being judged in the Hunter classes. 

When you watch a Hunter Class, judge the horse for quality jumping, manners, refinement, pace, and turnout—a smooth, comfortable, 
and visually flawless ride.

Show Jumping 101



Glossary of  Terms

AMATEUR OWNER - Divisions which are restricted to non-professional adult riders who ride horses owned by themselves or mem-
bers of their immediate family.

ASPCA MACLAY CLASS - A year-long horsemanship competition for junior riders. Riders must qualify for the finals by winning a 
specified number of ASPCA Maclay classes throughout the year.

CLEAN ROUND - When a horse completes the prescribed jumper course within the time allowed without incurring jumping faults. 
When more than one horse has a “clean round,” a jump-off is held to determine the winner.

COMBINATION - Two or three jumps set up so they must be taken in quick succession, separated by only one or two strides. A com-
bination is considered to be a single obstacle. If a horse stops or runs-out at any element of the combination (elements are lettered A, 
B, C), the entire obstacle must be re-jumped.

COURSE - In each class over fences, competitors must negotiate the jumps in a prescribed order. Courses for each class are posted 
in advance near the In-Gates so that riders and trainers may memorize them. It is the role of the course designer to establish the 
degree of difficulty in the course. A mark of a good course designer is that he or she will gradually increase the course difficulty as the 
week proceeds so that both horse and rider learn as they jump in classes at the show. The grand prix is the highest level of show jump-
ing competition so the fences are larger and the course is longer and more challenging. Grand prix courses are planned by accredited 
course designers. No two courses are ever exactly the same. There are usually 12 to 18 fences on the grand prix course. Spectators 
who hear a course described as a “perfect course” (P.C.) have seen an event in which the number of riders who qualify for the jump-off 
is the same as the number of ribbons offered in that class.

EQUITATION - Equitation classes are classes in which the rider, not the horse, is judged. The rider must demonstrate good seat and 
hands, and sufficient management of the horse to perform the required tests, either over fences or on the flat, in a smooth, controlled, 
and accurate manner. Riders are classified according to their age and previous winnings in equitation classes. Many of today’s top 
riders, including Leslie Howard and Katie Prudent were national equitation champions while juniors. Look for tomorrow’s stars in 
today’s equitation classes. Equitation classes are graded, with entrants restricted by previous winnings. The grading sequence from 
easiest to most difficult is: Leadline, Short Stirrup, Maiden, Novice, Limit, Intermediate, and Open. Among the most advanced Open 
equitation events are the USEF Medals, the ASPCA Maclay, Washington International Horse Show Classic, and the Calvin Klein 
Equitation Championship.

FAULT - Penalty assessed in jumper classes for mistakes such as knockdowns, refusals, and exceeding the time allowed. In Table 
II classes, (“Timed 1st jump-off”) touches don’t count; knockdowns and refusals are penalized. There is also a time limit or “Time 
Allowed” to complete the course. “Time-faults” are assigned for each second over the time allowed. All with clean rounds return for a 
jump-off, or in a “power and speed” format class, proceed to the “speed” portion of the course. In Table III classes (“speed classes”) 
touches are not scored, only knockdowns and refusals, as contestants are timed in the first round. Except in the unlikely event of a tie, 
there is no jump-off. In the Table II(c) “Power and Speed” classes, all exhibitors who have gone clean immediately proceed through 
a set of timers to the “speed” portion of the course. In all jumper classes, falls and going “off course” (jumping the jumps out of order) 
result in elimination.



FAULT (CONT.) - Faults are scored as follows:
Knockdowns............................................................................... ............. ..............4 faults
1st Refusal or run-out................................................................. ............. ..............4 faults
2nd Refusal or run-out ............................................................... ............. ..............Elimination
Fall of horse or rider ................................................................... ............. ..............Elimination
Failure to cross starting line within 45 seconds after clock is started ....... ..............Elimination
Exceeding the time allowed........................................................ ............. ..............1 fault for every second

FEI - Federation Equestre Internationale. The international sanctioning body of equestrian sports.

FEI SHOW JUMPING WORLD CUP - An annual competition governed by the FEI in which the top riders in the world meet in a differ-
ent location each year to determine the world cup champion.

GAITS - The different paces at which the horse travels are the walk, trot, canter, gallop, and varying speeds of each.

GREEN - An inexperienced or young horse. A Green Hunter is in its first or second year of showing over obstacles 3’ 6” or higher.

GROOMING - Some of the jumpers in the grand prix ring have their manes and tails braided to enhance their appearance. A tail that 
is braided and then turned up so the hairs do not hang loose is called a “mud tail” and is frequently used in damp weather conditions.

HORSES - Although in the past most show jumpers were thought to be thoroughbreds, today there are a variety of breeds and imports 
that make it to the grand prix ring. American breeds include Thoroughbreds, Quarter Horses and Appaloosas, etc., while import breeds 
from Ireland, France, Holland and Germany have soared in number and popularity. The grand prix horse is the most talented jumper in 
the show world and also the most expensive with several sales topping the $1,000,000 mark. A horse could make it to the grand prix 
ring at the relatively early age of six or seven years, and continue to compete into its early 20’s. Horses in the jumper division compete 
in sections according to the age of the rider (Junior, Amateur Owner, or Adult Amateur Jumper) or according to the amount of prior 
experience and prize money winnings (Preliminary, Intermediate or Open Jumper).

HUNTER - Unlike jumpers, hunters are judged on the style in which they negotiate obstacles as well as on their ability to do so. They 
should display jumping ability, manners, style, an even pace, and quality. They are generally Thoroughbreds or part Thoroughbreds 
and originally were meant to represent the type of horse that provides a safe and pleasant ride on a fox hunt. Show hunters jump nat-
urally-styled fences simulating obstacles which might be encountered in the hunting field. Both “working” and “conformation” hunters 
are judged on their ability and performance. However, the conformation hunter is also judged on its physical attributes and beauty. 
Green hunters are inexperienced horses in their first or second year of showing. Pony hunters are 14.2 hands or smaller in size, and 
are judged by the same criteria as other hunters. Hunter classes are divided according to several criteria--Age and Experience (Ju-
nior, Children’s and Amateur Hunters); Size of Pony (Small, Medium, and Large Pony Hunter) or Experience of the Horse (First-Year, 
Second-Year, Regular, Green Hunter).

IN AND OUT - A two-jump combination, with elements separated by one or two strides.

Glossary of  Terms



Glossary of  Terms

JUMPERS - Jumpers are judged solely on their ability to jump obstacles. They need not be any special breed or size, nor do they need 
to be beautiful, well-mannered or stylish. Style doesn’t count; jumper classes are purely athletic tests of speed and strength. Jumper 
courses are very demanding, calling for technical accuracy on the part of the rider and absolute obedience on the part of the horse. 
They are required to complete a course of approximately 16 obstacles ranging in height from 3’6” to 5’ or more with spreads of up to 
6 feet, depending on the division in which they compete. Open jumpers are classified according to the amount of prize money they 
have won; they may be ridden by amateurs and juniors, as well as professionals. Amateur-owner jumpers must be ridden by amateur 
riders only. Junior jumpers must be ridden by riders under 18 years of age. The rules for particular classes vary according to the tables 
under which they are conducted (see table of faults under “Faults”). After each performance the announcer reads out the number of 
jumping and time faults earned. 

JUMPS - The general types of jumps in competition are a straight or vertical fence and a spread (wide) fence or oxer. The degree of 
difficulty of a jump is determined by its height, width, construction, and its placement in relation to other jumps on the course. In com-
petition a variety of fences can be used including walls, panels, gates, oxers, water jumps, combinations, banks, and ditches. An oxer 
is a single fence composed of two or three elements to produce a spread. A “square” oxer is one in which the front and back rails are of 
equal height, making it more difficult to jump. Types of oxers include parallel, ascending, descending and Swedish oxers. A “triple bar” 
is composed of three fences which a horse must clear in one leap. This tests the horse’s ability to jump both height and width. A water 
jump is another type of spread fence that can stretch 12 to 14 feet. The lathe or tape marker on the landing side designates the end of 
the fence and if the horse touches the marker upon landing it is counted as a penalty. Combinations are a series of jumps, usually two 
or three in a row, set to challenge the horse’s ability to jump successively after one or two strides. Another name for a combination is 
an in-and-out. A bank is an earthen mound which the horse must jump up onto or scramble over. The Hampton Classic bank consists 
of a thirty inch high, twenty-two foot “table” plus a sixteen foot ramp which rises to a total height of five feet. It was designed by the late 
USET show jumping coach Bertelan De Nemethy. Obstacles are brightly colored both for aesthetics and to add difficulty to the course. 
Some course designers believe the colors and patterns painted on the obstacles affect the way the horses take the jump. The type of 
construction of a particular fence also determines its difficulty. A fence that is composed of just a few rails, for example, appears more 
airy and is more difficult for a horse to negotiate than a solid looking fence.

JUMPING ORDER - The jumping order or starting order is determined in a drawing before the event so that each competitor has an 
equal chance of attaining a favorable starting position. Riders near the end of the starting order have the advantage of seeing how the 
first riders complete the course.

JUMP-OFF - All horses with “clean” first rounds jump a shortened course against the clock to determine the winner. 

JUNIOR - A rider under 18 years of age.

OPEN - Advanced divisions in which competitors are not restricted by previous winnings.

RIDERS ATTIRE - Breeches and boots, a ratcatcher, hunt coat, and hunt cap are all worn by the riders. Breeches are the tight fitting 
pants worn under leather boots. A ratcatcher is another name for the riding shirt worn under the hunt coat or jacket. It is common to 
see grand prix riders attired in a scarlet coat. A blue collar signifies that the rider has competed for the USET. Other hunt coat colors 
are blue, dark green or black. The hunt cap is a type of hard helmet worn by the rider. A rider may also elect to wear spurs or carry a 
crop, or stick, to encourage the horse over the fences.

ROUND - or “trip”; terms used to describe a rider’s turn in each class.



SCHOOLING - The warm-up session prior to each rider’s round in which they jump practice fences in the schooling area. 

SHOW JUMPING HALL OF FAME – The Show Jumping Hall of Fame conducts the Show Jumping Hall of Fame Jumper Classic Se-
ries, held under Grand Prix rules and specifications. The Series holds classes at approximately 100 horse shows across the country, 
including the Carolex Show Jumping Derby at the Hampton Classic. The Show Jumping Hall of Fame is located at the Kentucky Horse 
Park in Lexington, KY. 

STANDARDS - The various types of supports which hold up the rails of a jump.

STRIDE - The amount of ground covered by a horse in one “step” at the canter. The average horse’s stride is 12 feet. Distances be-
tween fences are set accordingly by the course designer. 

TACK - The equipment worn by the horse depends on the needs of the animal. The saddle and bridle are the staples. Other equipment 
may be added such as a martingale, which attaches to the saddle and bridle to keep the horse’s head from raising too high. Horses 
may also wear boots or bandages on their legs for support or protection.

UNITED STATES EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION (USEF) – The sanctioning body which governs equestrian sport competition in the 
United States.

UNITED STATES HUNTER JUMPER ASSOCIATION (USHJA) - The USHJA is committed to advancing and representing the hunter 
and jumper disciplines by fostering an educated community of equestrians that promotes the welfare of the horse and fairness in 
competition.

USEF HUNTER SEAT EQUITATION MEDAL - A year-long horsemanship competition for junior riders which culminates at the Penn-
sylvania National Horse Show in Harrisburg, PA each October. Riders must qualify for the finals by winning a specified number of 
USEF Medal classes throughout the year.

USET FOUNDATION - The USET Foundation supports the competition, training, coaching, travel and educational needs of America’s 
elite and developing International High Performance horses and athletes in partnership with the US Equestrian Federation.

VAULTING - Gymnastics on a moving horse.

VERTICAL - A fence with no spread to it, which forces a horse to make a steep arc in his effort to jump.

VOLUNTARY WITHDRAWAL - A rider makes the decision not to continue on the course and to leave the ring usually with a nod of 
the head or tip of the hat to the judge. A rider may decide to withdraw because of a problem with the horse or trouble negotiating the 
course, or because the rider knows he or she has too many faults to place in the ribbons and thus would rather spare his horse or 
save him for another class.

WALKING THE COURSE - Riders and horses may not practice on a course prior to actual competition, but they are permitted to walk 
out the route, pacing off the number of strides between jumps and examining the obstacles closely. It is a course designer’s job to set 
up problems that will challenge the ability of exhibitors. Riders and trainers must determine what and where these are in a course and 
develop strategies accordingly.

WARMBLOOD - Type of sport horse resulting from crossing heavier draft-horse breeds with lighter Thoroughbred-types. European 
warmblood breeds have been imported extensively into the U.S. over the past decade. (See “SPORT HORSE”)

Glossary of  Terms





The legendary American Gold Cup (AGC), one of America’s oldest and most
prestigious show jumping events, celebrates its 47th year this September. 

This year marks the AGC’s 5th year at Old Salem Farm.  The facility, located in
New York’s Westchester County, is a premier venue offering state-of-the-art
facilities, surrounded by 120 gorgeous acres. The owners at Old Salem have
worked diligently over the past few years to bring this venue on par with other
international show facilities. 

The stunning grounds and intense competition has continually drawn top riders
from around the world.  From the early days of Rodney Jenkins in the 70s, to
some of the most recent winners including, Kent Farrington, Richie Moloney,
Jessica Springsteen and Beezie Madden, the American Gold Cup has always
served as a show for champions. 

This year the AGC will play host to a number of important FEI Ranking events,
culminating on Sunday, September 17 with the prestigious $216,000 Longines FEI
World CupTM Jumping New York, where the top rider will compete for the
prestigious American Gold Cup. 

The AGC welcomes visitors to come and enjoy the stunning venue, amazing
competition, and shopping on Boutique Row. Wednesday and Thursday
admission is free to the public.  Friday ticket sales will benefit JustWorld
International. Friday - Sunday tickets can be purchased online at
www.theamericangoldcup.com.  The AGC definitely deserves to be on everyone’s
horse show bucket list.!

excerpts from Horse & Style Magazine


