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What politicians do you think are most likely to be prosecuted in 
Travis County? 

• "The history of the PIU 
demonstrates that they have 
disproportionately sought Republican 
POLITICIANS for prosecution." 

• "The Travis County DA no longer 
operates independently; Ronnie Earle 
did whether we like to admit it or not. 
Those in control of the Democrat 
Party controls the DA, and they will 
go after anyone they cannot beat at 
the ballot box or their own kin who 
are not 'pure' enough." 

• "Why didn't public integrity unit 
step in on Lehmberg?" 

• "It appears that there is definite 
political element in the Travis County. 
Past prosecutions against some 
democrats, such as Jim Mattox, seem 
to have been motived more by politics 
than the law." 

• "A pelt is a pelt is a pelt." 

• "Ahem, *alleged* lawbreakers" 

• "Both Democrats and Republicans 
have been prosecuted in Travis 
County (i.e. Bob Bullock, Gib Lewis, 
Tom Delay)." 

• "Or those with questionable 
behavior. Over the years, it has been a 
fairly balanced partisan pursuit." 

• "Kino Flores types which can come 
in all kinds of political stripes." 

• "Bad question/answers. You have to 
be in office to commit a public 
integrity crime, so that's not mutually 
exclusive with the other options. 
C'mon now, you guys are better than 
that." 

• "Let's see the list of high profile 
cases brought by the PIU: Perry, 
Delay, Hutchison...oh, here's a case 
involving a D...Gib Lewis...but that 
was last century." 

• "Any lawbreaker will be prosecuted. 
Unfortunately, several high profile 
indictments against the GOP have 
been tossed so it makes it look like the 
GOP is treated unfairly." 

• "Whoever is in a leadership 
position. Flexing your political muscle 
when you're in charge is more likely 
to garner prosecutorial attention, than 
throwing punches from the peanut 
gallery." 

• "The PIU needs restructuring." 

• "Used to be Democrats and now it is 
Republicans." 

• "Although the People's Republic of 
Austin is run by liberals, wait, leftists, 
a DA looking to make a name for 
themselves does not care about party." 
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Should the public integrity unit remain in the Travis County District 
Attorney’s office? 

• "One can't expect a local DA to 
actually prosecute a fellow politician, 
especially one that us at the state or 
federal level. Come on, Man!!" 

• "Vesting the PIU with the Travis 
County DA has been a bad idea for 30 
years. It needs to be moved or 
dismantled." 

• "Democratic DAs have indicted as 
many Democrats as Republicans" 

• "Need some entity to prosecute 
certain crimes statewide. It should be 
in Austin as the seat of government. 
The question as to whether the current 
placement of that activity is 
unnecessarily political. Not sure that 
any of the options would improve 
that. The PI unit has to sort through 
1000s of complaints that are overtly 
political or vengeful and (as does the 
Travis co attorney). Fortunately they 
use good judgment to not prosecute 
most of these just to get headlines." 

• "Travis County does very little 
training for these prosecutors in the 
PIU. Once they have had some 
experience, they are transferred." 

• "Why should the people who live in 
the blueberry in the bowl of red soup 
have the power to choose someone 
who then holds sway over statewide 
elected officials?" 

• "The wrong Attorney General could 
hold that power over legislators and 
coerce them to vote a certain way (i.e. 
appropriations bill etc.) On legislation 
that the Attorney General wants. The 
Travis County District Attorney's 
office doesn't have any interest or skin 

in the game. Jim Mattox was a real 
junkyard dog and if he had the power 
he would have made J. Edgar Hoover 
look like a choirboy. There was a 
reason Bill Hobby and Henry Cisneros 
didn't run for Governor in 1990.... Jim 
Mattox." 

• "If they are concerned about 
political prosecutions the last thing 
they want is the AG or the Ethics 
Commission taking over the PIU..." 

• "Or move it to the Ethics 
Commission but the commission 
needs some bite." 

• "Anywhere it goes, it will be 
political. If it moved to Attorney 
General, it would lean partisan to the 
party that held that office. Unless it is 
moved to the Texas Rangers, there are 
just not good alternatives." 

• "The Tx Criminal Court of Appeals 
should be charged with appointing an 
independent special prosecutor that 
operates within the AG office." 

• "Yes, because there's nowhere else 
that is any better. Why should 
politicians and government workers 
get treated differently from any other 
defendant? Hard to pass the smell test 
when arguing you deserve special 
treatment." 

• "Move it. If the PIU wasn't tainted 
by the perception of biased politics 
before, it is now." 

• "There is a reason the office is 
outside state government. It never 
works to have the fox watch the hen 
house." 
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• "Regardless of all the poli-talk over 
the years, with this cloud over its 
head, the public will add anything 
related to PIU to the 'politics as usual 
column'." 

• "No one county official should have 
that power over state officials." 

• "Most of state government is located 
in Travis County. It should remain in 
a location with prosecutorial 
authority. Moving it to some oversight 
agency would slow the down the 
process." 

• "Ideally, it needs to be with a 
separate, apolitical, stand-alone 
entity." 

• "They use it as a political hammer, 
rather than as a legitimate pursuit for 
integrity." 

• "The role of the public integrity 
office of the Travis County DAs office 
does seem curious, but the idea that a 
Republican Attorney General would 
hold a Republican governor to 
account are about as high as that U.S. 
Attorney General Holder would hold 
Obama to account." 

• "Neither Travis County nor the AG's 
office are without problems. The best 
choice would be an independent 
ethics commission with substantial 
powers to investigate; but that won't 
be happening." 

• "Should be overseen by a statewide 
official, and OAG is the most natural 
fit" 

• "It needs to be in a totally, non-
political office." 

• "There shouldn't be a public 
integrity unit, at least not one funded 
with state dollars. If Travis County 
wants to prosecute folks, they should 
fund it themselves." 

• "Assuring integrity mostly in 
statewide positions ought to be a 
function of state government." 

• "This question misrepresents the 
situation a bit. Other counties also 
have public integrity units. Travis 
County's is a little different because of 
its added jurisdiction over state 
officials. That part of the PIU should 
be moved to another agency." 

• "Pack it up, it's gone. Classic 
Democrat move. Win a small cheap 
shot and lose races." 

• "Definitely not! Why should voters 
in one liberal county control the state 
ethics process? Anyone who lives in 
Travis County knows the county has a 
large population of GOP-haters, 
totally unrepresentative of the state. 
That population infects grand juries 
and petit juries as well." 

 

If you moved the public integrity unit, where would you put the 
power to prosecute state officials suspected of breaking the law? 

• "We need a system where the AG 
undertakes the investigation and then 
refers it to the local DAs for 
indictment and prosecution." 

• "Assuming the person is appointed 
by a group of judges" 
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• "If you go back the way it was you 
will have prosecutors all over the state 
trying to get headlines and if it is in 
the AG's office it would be a 100% 
selective gottcha" 

• "Current funding should be used to 
create a separate entity. Have a four-
member commission made up of 
independent appointed prosecutors to 
serve three to six year terms: 
Governor appoints 1; Legislature 
appoints 2; County DA's appoint 1. 
This commission would use the 
Attorney General's staff to do research 
and prosecution." 

• "The AG doesn't have original 
criminal jurisdiction, so moving the 
PIU to the OAG would require some 
constitutional and statutory changes." 

• "Appointed by a special board 
composed of bi-partisan state and 
local officials along with some non-
elected state voters." 

• "The Ethics Commission" 

• "Leave it alone" 

• "Texas Rangers - handed to an 
independent prosecutor selected by a 
bi-partisan panel." 

• "I wouldn't move the unit." 

• "The Travis County option may not 
be ideal but none of the other options 
are any better. Giving it to the AG 
instantly makes him/her the most 
powerful person in state gov't, and 
what legislator/governor wants that? 
Nor do smart AGs want it--it's 
nothing but a headache for someone 
looking to run for higher office. And 
look at the feds--no R wants Eric 
Holder prosecuting them, but 

Congress' independent counsel law 
was a mistake b/c it was 
unaccountable and too expensive. 
Travis County is probably the least 
worst option." 

• "Federal independent appointed 
prosecutors proved to be on never 
ending fishing expeditions. Create a 
new commission that the prosecutor 
reports to. Just get it out of the freak 
show that is Travis County." 

• "This question illuminates the 
problem with having it anywhere in 
state government. As in the current 
high profile case, special prosecutors 
are already used in certain events." 

• "Interesting options with each 
possibility having potential pros and 
cons. I'd look at other options already 
in law and build upon that, expanding 
the authority or scope to create joint 
review of allegations and allow for the 
option of local prosecution with 
Travis County as an alternative venue 
for trial." 

• "Maybe a board of equal GOP and 
Democrats to review material and 
recommend investigations." 

• "Via Ethics Commission?" 

• "It could be rotated around the state 
with complaints originating with 
legislators." 

• "An independent ethics commission, 
constitutionally created and 
appointees from legislative, executive, 
judicial and some guarantees of bi-
partisanship among appointees." 

• "No matter where it goes, politics 
will be in play. Sending to the AG's 
office or having an independent 
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elected prosecutor are the worst ideas, 
because it becomes even more likely 
that politics play a role." 

• "...Along with an avenue for a 
special prosecutor." 

• "Never the AG. Look at Holder, he 
lacks any judgment and is a lawless, 

hack. That could be the issue at the 
state level whether it is an R or a D" 

• "The AG shouldn't have the 
responsibility to both prosecute and 
defend state officials." 

• "Pick a swing county." 

 

Should any local prosecutor in Texas be allowed to jump into 
statewide prosecutions — effectively giving them the same power 
Travis County has today? 

• "In a perfect world this would be the 
ideal situation, but what local 
prosecutor is actually going to spend 
what limited finds they have to go 
after a much more powerful 
politician." 

• "The local prosecutor would become 
the most coveted and powerful 
position in the state. Both parties 
would use it to punish their enemies." 

• "Local prosecutors should be able to 
prosecute statewide officials if there is 
a link to their jurisdictional area, not 
prosecute a crime that occurred 
elsewhere. The PI unit should be able 
to prosecute statewide, not every DA." 

• "Depends on the crime allegedly 
committed and where." 

• "Jurisdictional issue. PIU has 
statutory jurisdiction today. Take that 
away and prosecution would be based 
on residual jurisdictional rules." 

• "Is anyone really suggesting that, for 
example, the DA out in Loving 
County should be able to prosecute 
statewide elected officials? 
Constitutional and statutory issues 

aside, most DAs don't have the 
resources, expertise, or legal acumen 
to do what you appear to suggest." 

• "Local prosecutors could use the 
power to make a name for themselves 
and use it as a springboard to run for 
statewide office." 

• "Worst of all worlds" 

• "Latest in 'jury' shopping 
experience..." 

• "But Travis County doesn't have 
'statewide prosecution' power except 
for insurance fraud, motor fuels tax, 
and some environmental crimes. It 
prosecutes politicians who have done 
their deeds in Travis County. 
Jurisdiction goes with geography. 
Changing that would be a mess." 

• "Empowering all of these 
prosecutors would make Venezuela 
look like good government." 

• "It's a circus when just one local 
prosecutor has that authority. Give it 
to all of them, we will have chaos." 
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• "Perhaps. If a crime is committed in 
their jurisdiction, it would seem like 
they have the responsibility. The 
reason the public integrity unit is in 
Travis County is because Austin is the 
seat of government." 

• "Not without outside review to 
ensure against local collusion" 

• "You'd have 200+ other DA's trying 
to make front page news and making 
a mockery of the process for political 
benefit. Susan Reed in San Antonio 
would be the first offender" 

• "If everyone has the same authority, 
you could have duplicative work 
being done by multiple jurisdictions." 

• "Only if the offender lives in or 
performs the misdeed(s) in the 
prosecutor's jurisdiction." 

• "We don't need a bigger circus." 

• "DAs and county attorneys have 
broad prosecutorial powers already." 

• "Many local prosecutors have that 
power today, if the crime occurs in 
their district." 

• "No way. More lawsuits over 
politics." 

• "There is some wisdom in having a 
centralized focus for ethics policing." 

 

Our thanks to this week's participants: Gene Acuna, Cathie Adams, Victor 
Alcorta, Brandon Alderete, Clyde Alexander, George Allen, Jay Arnold, Charles 
Bailey, Dave Beckwith, Andrew Biar, Allen Blakemore, Tom Blanton, Chris 
Britton, David Cabrales, Kerry Cammack, Marc Campos, Thure Cannon, Snapper 
Carr, Corbin Casteel, William Chapman, Elna Christopher, Harold Cook, Kevin 
Cooper, Beth Cubriel, Randy Cubriel, Denise Davis, Nora Del Bosque, Glenn 
Deshields, Holly DeShields, Tom Duffy, David Dunn, Richard Dyer, Jack 
Erskine, Wil Galloway, Norman Garza, Dominic Giarratani, Bruce Gibson, 
Stephanie Gibson, Eric Glenn, Kinnan Golemon, Daniel Gonzalez, John Greytok, 
Jack Gullahorn, Clint Hackney, Bill Hammond, John Heasley, Ken Hodges, 
Deborah Ingersoll, Cal Jillson, Jason Johnson, Mark Jones, Robert Jones, Robert 
Kepple, Richard Khouri, Tom Kleinworth, Sandy Kress, Dale Laine, Nick 
Lampson, Pete Laney, Luke Legate, Ruben Longoria, Vilma Luna, Matt 
Mackowiak, Dan McClung, Mike McKinney, Steve Minick, Bee Moorhead, Mike 
Moses, Nelson Nease, Pat Nugent, Sylvia Nugent, Todd Olsen, Nef Partida, 
Gardner Pate, Jerod Patterson, Robert Peeler, Jerry Philips, Wayne Pierce, 
Richard Pineda, Allen Place, Gary Polland, Jay Propes, Karen Reagan, Patrick 
Reinhart, David Reynolds, Chuck Rice, Carl Richie, Grant Ruckel, Jason Sabo, 
Luis Saenz, Barbara Schlief, Stan Schlueter, Bruce Scott, Robert Scott, Ben Sebree, 
Christopher Shields, Julie Shields, Nancy Sims, Jason Skaggs, Ed Small, Martha 
Smiley, Larry Soward, Leonard Spearman, Dennis Speight, Bob Strauser, Colin 
Strother, Tom Suehs, Michael Quinn Sullivan, Sherry Sylvester, Jay Thompson, 
Gerard Torres, Trey Trainor, Vicki Truitt, Corbin Van Arsdale, Ware Wendell, 
Ken Whalen, David White, Darren Whitehurst, Seth Winick, Peck Young, Angelo 
Zottarelli. 


