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HEADLINE: Abbott sworn into attorney general's office

BYLINE: By NATALIE GOTT, Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: AUSTIN

BODY:

Former Supreme Court Justice Greg Abbott, who won the November election to become attorney general, was
sworn into office Monday, replacing John Cornyn, who became a U.S. senator.

Supreme Court Chief Justice Tom Phillips administered the oath of office in the rotunda of a state office building as
Abbott's wife, Cecilia, and 5-year-old daughter, Audrey, stood nearby. Members of the attorney general's office staff
also attended.

"We have many challenges ahead of us and many responsibilities but ultimately they can reduced to one salient
point. We have an obligation to serve the people of Texas," said Abbott, a Republican, said during his ceremony.

Abbott, 45, beat former Austin Mayor Kirk Watson to become the attorney general. His swearing-in ceremony
Monday came shortly after Cornyn was sworn in as Texas' newest U.S. senator.

Abbott said in the coming months he would lay out a detailed agenda for his office, but said at the top of his agenda
is a committment to enforce the state's laws, defend the constitution and represent the legal interests of state agencies.

He also said his agenda will include a strong commitment to open records and government. Additionally, top
priorities will include protecting children and senior citizens, promptly processing crime victims claims and building on
programs that help prevent crime.

He also said he would protect consumers from fraudulent and deceptive acts and practices.

"I intend to have an active and aggressive consumer protection division that will be on the front lines of the
marketplace and on the front steps in defense of our homes and businesses," Abbott told the crowd.
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During his speech, he made no mention of Farmers Insurance Group, which over the weekend settled its dispute
with Texas officials. Abbott said he was to get briefed on the details of the settlement, which ended a lawsuit and
administrative enforcement the state had taken against Farmers.

The company had announced in September that it would stop renewing homeowners insurance policies for its
roughly 700,000 customers. Under the settlement, the company will stay in Texas and will cut its rates by 6.8 percent
and pay about $65 million in refunds or credits for various overcharges, including improper credit scoring and discounts
based on age of a home.

During the campaign for attorney general, Watson said that Abbott's work for a law firm that represents insurance
companies is a conflict of interest that would push Abbott to favor the companies over consumers.

On the Net: http://www.oag.state.tx.us
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